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sncccssor,to act witli the same vigour and the same 
decision. Gallant Didos ! I would ask no further 
aid or protection than I received from you. 

Jan. 4. — I had a discussion with Mr. Hupei, the 
German missionary, regarding the state of morals 
among the Dyak Avomen, Avhich he described as 
comparatively low Avlicn judged by the usual 
standard of Asiatic countries. Indeed, he appeared 
to imagine that there Avas a very imperceptible bar 
to a general freedom of intercourse between the 
opposite sexes, and his statements being so much 
opposed to the accounts I had previously received, 
I have since made more particular inquiries on the 
subject. 1 have tioav quite satisficid myself of the 
moral code amongst the Sea Dyaks, Avhich are a 
very large population. There is no strict laAv to 
bind the conduct of young unmarried people of 
either sex, and parents are more or less indifferent 
on these points, according to their individual ideas 
of right and Avrong. It is supposed that every 
young Dyak Avoman Avill eventually suit herself 
Avith a husband, and it is considered no disgrace 
to live on terms of intimacy Avith the youth of her 
fancy till she has the opportunity of selecting a 
suitable helpmate ; and, as the unmarried ladies 
attach much importance to bravery, they are al- 
ways desirous of securing the affections of a re- 
noAvned Avarrior. Lax, hoAvever, as this code, may 
appear before marriage, it Avould seem to be suffi- 
ciently stringent after the matrimonial tie. One 
Avife only is alloAved, and infidelity is punished 
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by fine on both sides — inconstancy on the part 
of the husband being esteemed equally bad as in 
the female. The breach of the marriage vows, 
however, appears to be infrequent, though tliey 
allow that, during the time of war more licence is 
given. I also understood that the Dyak women 
seldom allowed the approaches of foreigners, or 
even of Malays, but that whenever the crime of 
infidelity was proved, the offender was deprived 
of a portion of his property, and in some cases 
even received personal chastisement from the po- 
pulace. 

Upon the Avhole, though the standax*d of morality 
is not very high, it cannot be considered low, and, 
in fact, is what might be expected amongst an 
agricultural and warlike people ; and as the women 
have so decided a preference for the men whose 
bnivery and deeds of arms are notorious, it readily 
accounts for the mass of the populace being ad- 
dicted to war. Looking, then, at the position of 
these uncivilised and barbarous tribes with a calm 
and impartial view, we can scarcely be surprised at 
their fondness for all warlike pursuits ; and it may 
even be doubted whether Europeans might not be 
found who woidd take the heads of their dead 
enemies to gain the smiles and embraces of beauty. 

Jan. 13. — I was thinking of giving here an Jan. is. 
account of the progress of my negotiation with 
her Majesty’s government ; but it Avill be better to 
wait until, one way or another, it is brought to a 
conclusion. It is certain, however, that the go- 
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vernment is extrciriely cautious, evidently neither 
sufficiently comprehending my reasonings, nor ap- 
preciating my motives; and having many preju- 
dices to unlearn as to tlieir opinion of the Malay 
character, wliich is, it must be confessed, very dif- 
ficult to deal with. I proceed, however, in my 
course ; not indifferent to their ultimate decision, 
dut prepared to assert my own independence when- 
ever it becomes necessary, and to convince the ne- 
gotiators that no job lurks under the surface of 
my propositions ; that money granted by them is 
not my object ; and that I do not wish to j)art with 
my possessions without clearly being convinced 
that my abdication or relinquishment of these 
rights tend toward the permanent good government 
of Sarawak. Two things I am peculiarly on my 
guard against; first, I must not place myself in 
such a position as to shackle my freedom Avithout 
2 w>^ltuy; (is.suntiiee of increased means and power 
to carry out my views ; secondly, I must not ac- 
cept any appointment without poAver, for 1 should 
only in that case become an ineffective tool, and 
my labour, so far as advancing the interests of the 
country generally, Avould be inojxu'ative. In one 
word, I must have poAver; and if power be not 
bestoAved, I had better trust to myself than to the 
government. 

If the British government refuse the most mode- 
rate propositions, the fault is jnot mine, and I must 
folloAv the course of circumstances, whithersoever 
they may lead ; it may be to death. The govern- 
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mcnt seem to require a demonstration upon every 
problem proposed, a caution which may in itself be 
praiseworthy ; but the question is a simple and 
bold one, and the problem can only be demon- 
strated after the result. “ Here is a noble island, 
rich in produce ; you have acquired influence, and 
may acquire more; will you undertake the enter- 
prise of developing its resources ? ” The answer 
is, “ What shall we get ?” “ You must be content 
to know its resources, and what you will get must 
depend upon your own conduct and management.” 
“ What will it cost ? ” “ The cost depends on 

youi'selves, or on the scale on Avhieh you act. A 
man-of-war Avill do ; a man-of-war and steamer 
better ; and two or three thousand a year in ad- 
dition better still. The vessels of war cannot be 
said to be any exti’a cost, and they will be acting 
strictly in conformity with the general object of 
men-of-war: they will be repressing pii’acy, and 
forwarding geographical knowledge.” “ Spite of all 
this, you must demonstrate to us the ultimate ad- 
vantage.” “ I must again reply, that the demon- 
stration is yet in the bosom of time: no human event 
liable to a thousand contingencies is demonstrable.” 
“ The fairest prospects may be marred by an ac- 
cident, by opposition, or by bad conduct of agents.” 
“ Have you positively ascertained the mineral riches 
of the countiy ?” Again I reply, “ That the riches 
of the country are ascertained, mineral and vege- 
table; the influence to be acquired by conduct with 
small moans has been proved : what would you have 
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1845. more ? ” “ We must know whether this coal about 

Borneo is workable ? ” “ Excuse me, gentlemen,” 

I say ; “ do not the general views which I have 
stated include coal and other minerals, and all 
examination hitherto has proved the coal to be of 
excellent quality ? ” I have acted, however, on the 
general adage, “ Hope for the best ! ” but prepare 
for the worst. If left to my own resources, I 
must become the chief of the Dyaks, and, by my 
influence, prevent mischief on a largo scale. A 
gun-boat, twelve good boats with six-pounders and 
musquetry, with 200 Dyak pralius, Avill be a for- 
midable force against Borneo itself ; and this force 
may be needed, if Muda Hassim is beaten in 
Borneo. 

It requires a man of enlarged mind to confide in 
the generosity and disinterestedness of his fellow- 
inorttds, and, perhaps, the very habits and ex- 
perience of a minister precludes this confidence, 
unless he has a iienj enlarged mind ; and if a man 
(minister or other) can read a character right, and 
trust it when read, he Avould have better service 
from one so trusted, than from ten half-paid, half- 
suspected employed oflicials. Self-esteem whispers 
that it is strange that some minister has not read 
my character so far only as to know that con- 
fidence alone will bind me; for I would much 
rather live in povei’ty, thrice deeply steeped, re- 
tired, and neglected, than become an official 
machine to work in a mill without zeal and 
without interest. I have been independent all my 



Chap. XXII.] NEGOTIATIONS WITH GOVERNMENT. 


7 


life, and had my own way the greater part of it — 
never having thought of earthly mortal’s smile or 
favour. I have never mixed Avith the great, to be 
exalted or depressed by them. I value this kind 
of independence, and shall preserve it ; and it is 
doubtful whether I could now shape myself to 
forms and observances without self-inflicting much 
real and substantial suffering. Should ministers, 
therefore, negative my wishes, as may probably bo 
the case, or 1 should break up our negotiation (as 
1 am half-disposed to do), it Avill be a comfort 
to me, in any and all changes of fortune, to con- 
tinue as independent as 1 now am. If 1 bad 
private means, I would scarcely yield my position 
so easily and at so cheap a rate, for I am fully 
sensible of the fame of the man Avho should open a 
path through Borneo for the civilization of Europe 
to enter by. Patience ! patience ! 

Jan. 17. — Thei’e came a boat from Kaluka, 
with pangeran Illudccn, and a gang of the rajah’s 
p(!oplc. Where can they be going ? nowhere 
certainly but to commit mischief. 1 Avas sorry to 
see them. Wrote a letter to the six chiefs of Sa- 
rebas, Avhicli, as a curiosity, I copy. 

“ The commands of the Tuan Besar to the chiefs 
of Sarebas, viz. Datu Patingi, the Datu Bandar, 
the Datu Istecn Rajah, the Datu Lacksamana, 
Panglima Rajah, and Orang Kaya Parnancha. 

“ The Tuan Besar desires to establish a fair 
trade in the Sarebas country, and therefore orders 
the six Datus to inquire into and settle justly 


1845. 


Jan. ir. 



8 


MB. Brooke’s journal. 


[CuAP. XXII. 


1845. claims of the nakodah Bujang, who complains 

that liis goods have been seized when trading. 
Should this seizure have been iriade as a retaliation, 
the Tuan Bcsar desires that the chiefs will never 
allow such a plea to be used for the disturbance of 
trade.” 

This letter is carried by Lingire. 

N. B. Orang Kaya Pamaneha is a Dyak, and I 
included him, to do him honour, amongst the 
ministers. The story is as follows : — Nakodah 
Bujong, a Sarebas man, had some Siriki men in 
his boat. Tstcen Rajah, the minister, made a bargain 
for, and received the goods in (piestion, and then 
refused to pay for them, stating that he had re- 
ceived an injury from some other Siriki people, 
and therefore retaliated. 

Pangeran Illudeen informs me that some of the 
inland Dyaks have been making excursions into 
the interior of Igan. lie, no doubt, exaggerates the 
evil, for he only knew of one man who had lost his 
life. It appears, however, that the Igan river is 
a large one, and runs a long way into the country, 
and the boundary of the Kayans and the Dyaks. 
In the interior the rivers of Rejang (or Seriki), 
Igan, Pulo Lasa (or Matta) all meet, and here 
is the boundary of these two distinct races of 
aborigines ; the upper part of the streams named, 
being separated from that of Leret and Sakarran 
by a range of mountains. 

Jiin. 18 . Jan. 18. — Some people informed me, that the 
Kayans do not make paltry excursions for the sake 
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of heads, as do the Sarcbas and Sakarran, but ^845 
attack countries on a more extended scale. This 
Avould be easier to deal with than the sly, insidious 
attacks of the Dyaks. These Ivayans of different 
tribes, it must be remembered, have never been 
subdued, nor have they even nominally been subject 
to the rajahs of Borneo. 

Jan. 24. — On this day I tried a Pontiana man J-m. 24 . 
for theft, the punishment for which, on finding him 
guilty, was cutting off his hand, conformably Avith 
the Ondong Ondong, the established laAV of the 
country, to Avhich 1 had bound myself In assuming 
my government. To this, hoAVcver, 1 could not 
bring myself to consent ; I therefore commuted it 
for three dozen lashes, laid on by the boatsAvain. 

1 believe the effect will be equally good, and not so 
barbarous, and I Avill endeavour to change the laAV 
in this respect. 

Tara at present involved in a discussion Avith the 
Chinese kunsi respecting (heir yearly revenue. I 
am insisting that it shall be paid at their ncAv year, 

Avhen it is due : they are begging for delay. It is 
evident, hoAvever, that they do not noAv hold the 
tone they did a year ago ; their visions of poAver 
and independence have faded aAvay, and they 
are become good subjects. It cannot be doubted 
that a kunsi, Avith the poAvers these people possess, 
can be of little advantage to a ncAv country, com- 
pared Avith the independent Avorking of man. 

Sarawak^ Feb. 17. — This day her Majesty’s ship 
Driver arrived, bringing Captain Bcthunc, Royal 



10 


MR. Brooke’s journal. [Chap. xxii. 
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markable that, at the very moment in which I was 
ruminating upon the probable intentions of the 
British Government on my account, I should re- 
ceive an official notification from Lord Aberdeen of 
my appointment as confidential agent in Borneo for 
her Majesty, together with instructions to proceed 
to Brune, the capital, with a letter addressed to 
the sultan and to Muda Hassim, in reply to their 
application to tlie British Government for aid in 
the suppression of jnracy. The appointment, how- 
ever, is only temporary, and the instructions from 
the Boreign Office, though highly complimentary, 
are very guarded, it being quite evident that the 
Government arc averse from being in any way 
committed by rash and hasty measures. Nothing 
can be farther from my wish ; for if those 1 have 
proposed be not thoroughly sound and right, I 
Avould be the fii'st to abandon tliem. I have 
this day received from Mr. Wise, the sultan of 
Borneo’s deed, ceding to myself the district of 
Sarawak in perpetuity. AVe sail immediately for 
Brune. 

Feb. 25. 25. Brune, on hoard If, M, S, Driver, — On 

our arrival here yesterday, we found every thing 
in a satisfactory state. Muda Hassim was in power; 
Pangeran Usop friendly and quiet ; Budrudeen, the 
director of all. They were delighted to see us, and 
more especially with the presents which wc brought. 
From Budrudeen wc learnt all particulars of the 
events tliat had occurred since my last visit, when 
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rajah Muda JIassim had been reinstated in his power 
and authority. The sultan, imbecile as he is, has 
been apparently submissive, but in his heart he is 
mischievous, and entertains a dread that it is Muda 
Ilassim’s intention to depose him. I have been 
informed, that he has addressed a private letter to 
Colonel Butterworth, requesting my removal from 
Sarawak ; but this letter has certainly never been 
received ; and as Captain Bethune’s interpreter has 
a very gay yellow letter, addressed to the sultan, 
from a Portuguese clerk in the court at Singapore, 
I suspect that some petty intrigue is being carried 
on. Pangcran Hassim has also been obedient to 
Muda Hassim, but he is not to be trusted, and 
there is, doubtless, some dealing between him and 
Sheriff Osman, of Malludu. Mudu Hassim has 
indeed maintained his authority, and Budrudecn 
assures me, that seven-tenths of the population are 
in his favour. As my mission refers more especially 
to piracy, I may here notice Muda Hassim’s mea- 
sures relative to that subject. Shortly after his 
arrival, he addressed a letter to the Illanuns of 
Tampiisuk, acquainting them with the engagement 
with the English to discourage and suppress piracy, 
advising them to desist, and ordering them not to 
visit Borneo, until he (Muda Hassim) was con- 
vinced that they were pirates no longer. This was 
fair and open conduct, but, as will hereafter ap- 
pear, did not produce the desired effect upon 
those to whom the letter was addressed. 

With reference to present politics I may remark 
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that the sultan is weak and doubtful; pangeran 
Usop, clever, mercantile and adverse, — at least so I 
may reckon ; Sheriff Osman is a pirate, positively 
and undoubtedly a pirate, direct and indirect. 
These two List are in communication with each 
other, but hoAV’ intimately I cannot venture to say. 
This party in Borneo may muster, at present, four- 
tenths of the inhabitants, and they may gain the sup- 
port of the Illanuns of Tampasuk, and of Sheriff 
Osman. On the other hand is the party of Muda 
JIassim, Avith a numerous connection and six-tenths 
of the population. Ijorneo, therefore, being thus 
divided Avithin itself, there is no danger of Muda 
IlassinVs fall, for if Sheriff Osman and the other 
pirates Avere to support pangeran Usop, SaraAvak 
could as (piickly support Muda Ifassim. One cir- 
cumstance is to Muda liassim’s disadvantage, 
namely, liis being the corrective party, aiming to 
do good. The opposite party are evil workers, 
wlio can promise plunder as the price of success : 
and Avc all knoAV it is much casiei* to do evil tlian 
good ; to propel men on a Avrong, tluin on a right 
couT’se. 

In this estimate I do not reckon upon English 
assistance, as it may be some time before the ar- 
rangements, at present in contciinplation, can be 
brought into play ; but, even Avith this vicAV, I see 
no reason to doubt our being the most stable party. 

I have alAvays urged, that, to eradicate piracy, a 
force must be sent to the pirate haunts, to burn 
and destroy their towns. Merely to cruize is to 
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harass your own men, and to gain but very par- 
tial and occasional success ; but what pirate would 
venture on his evil course if his home were en- 
dangered, — if he be made to feel, in his own person, 
the very ills and miseries he inflicts upon others. 
Of course this retribution must be inflicted on all 
classes of pirates : on pirates direct, and pirates in- 
direct ; on the aiders and abettors, as well as the 
actual perpetrators; on Sheriff Osman (if it were 
necessary) as well as on the Illanuns ; for the en- 
couragers of theft, and the receivers of stolen 
goods, knowing them to have b(;cn stolen, are to 
bo punished in like manner with the thief himself. 
For example, as to the effect of this system : Sam- 
bas was the niost piratical and most powerful place 
under Sultan Annas. He was the Host of numerous 
Illanun fleets which made Sambas their rendezvous. 
Sultan Annas ivas attacked, defeated, and deposed ; 
the consequence of which has been, that Sambas 
has been a quiet place ever since. But yesterday, 
Sa^ebas and Sakarran, with their acknowledged 
receivers and promoters, sent out formidable pirate 
fleets : Kcppel attacked them ; Sheriff Sahib has 
fled, and the Dyaks are peaceable. It is true, that, 
to carry out this system, we must have the best 
information, good local knowledge, and a command 
of natives to act as guides and auxiliaries ; moving 
forward pace by pace, — crushing the bad, — en- 
couraging the well-disposed, — establishing legiti- 
mate governments, — eradicating the usurjicrs who 
have seized land i^hout right or title. All this 
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is easily to be accomplished, and 1 apprehend no 
obstacle to this course. To the eastward of Salul^, 
we are, I believe, very ignorant, but we know 
that the inhabitants are fierce, numerous and war- 
like ; without question the worst pirates in the Ar- 
chipelago. The first stej^ is to gain more infor- 
mation and acquaintance with the Illanuns, and 
the next, if deemed advisable, to attack them with 
a suitable force ; but it would be a risk with a 
small force, on our present knowledge, to come in 
contact with them in their own country. 

The league between SheritF Osman and Pangeran 
Usop is undoubtedly of an intimate nature, and 
the measures taken by Muda Ilassinf s government 
for the discouragement of i)iracy, and his acknow- 
ledged agreement for its suppression, has tightened 
this offensive and defensive league. Tlie danger 
to Borneo arises from his negotiation with us ; for 
were Pangeran Usop to invite Sheriff Osman to 
Borneo, tliere is no denying, tliat conjointly, they 
would endanger the very existence of Muda Ha^im 
and his brothers. Budrudeen seemed to consider 
it possible, nay, not very improbable ; but, at any 
rate, it will take time to arrange their measures, 
and we must guard against them. 

The rajahs of Borneo have addressed to me the 
following letter, in my public capacity, which I 
conceive will be sufficient to gain protection for 
Borneo, if it does not enable the authorities to act 
in the offensive, and at once to crush Malludu and 
its pirate gang. 
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The Sultan OmaivAli Setfedin and the Muda 
Hassim have received the letter brought by our 
friend ; and we beg to inform our friend that, in 
accordance with the appointment of the Queen 
of England, we receive our friend as her Majesty’s 
Vakeel in Borneo. We now acquaint our friend 
that we adhere to our former declarations, con- 
veyed through Captain Sir Edward Belcher ; but, 
at the same time, we beg our friend and Captain 
Bethune will take measures, pending the negotia- 
tion, to protect Borneo from the pirates of Malludu, 
under Sheriff Osman, who is, as we are well 
informed, in league with some pangerans of Borneo 
ill-disposed to our government, in consequence 
of our agreement with the English, and of the 
measures we have taken to suppress piracy. 

We likewise, through our friend as Vakeel, 
beg to convey our continued assurances of friend- 
ship to the Queen of l^ngland, and to express our 
hope that, through her assistance, -we sliall be 
enabled to settle the government of Borneo, to 
suppress piracy, and to foster trade for the well- 
doing of both countries.” 

To understand the system of piracy and its 
several ramifications, a brief view must be taken 
of all the piratical tribes and places in this vi- 
cinity. 

Sarebas and Sakarran are at present quiet. I 
do not doubt that the Dyaks, unassisted by Malays, 
will soon subside into comparatively peaceable 
people. If, at any future time, it becomes neces- 


1845. 



16 


MR. Brooke’s journal. [chap. xxii. 


1845. 


sary to punish them, it wilhbe easily done ; as th^ 
Malays, with the aid of a moderate force of Eu-« 
ropeans, will always be glad to act against them. 
The most formidable pirates are the Illanuns of 
Magindanao. Until we get better information of 
the absolute haunt of these pirates, we musrt be 
content to cruize against them, both on our own 
grounds and, occasionally, on theirs, and not by 
any means to attack them on land with our 
inadequate force. 

The Balanini inhabit a cluster of small islands 
somewhere in the vicinity of Snluk, and are of the 
Bajow, or sea-gipsy tribe — being, no doubt, ori- 
ginally subject to the rajahs of Saluk. At present, 
as far as I can learn, they are not dependent, but 
they are, probably, encouraged in piracy by some 
of the Saluk rajahs, and find in Saluk a market for 
their slaves and their plunder. The Balanini 
cruize in large prahus, ol'ten double-banked, con- 
taining seventy or eighty men ; and to each large 
boat a long and fleet sampan (small boat) is at- 
tached, which will hold from ten to fifteen men. 
They seldom carry large guns like the Illanuns ; 
but, in addition to the usual arms, viz.^ lelahs 
(small brass guns), swords, spears, stones, &c., 
they use a long pole Avith a barbed iron at the end, 
Avith Avhich, during an engagement or flight, they 
hook their enemies. By means of these sampans 
they are enabled to pursue all small boats; and 
they likcAvise disguise one or two men in various 
AA^ays, Avhilst the rest lie hid in the bottom of the 
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boat, and thus approach and surprise prahus at sea 
and people ashore. By being disguised as Chinese 
fishermen, they have carried off numbers of Chi- 
nese from the entrances of tha Sambas and Pon- 
tiana rivers. 

The cruizing grounds of these pirates are very 
extensive. They frequently make the circuit of 
Borneo, proceeding as far as the southward of 
Celebes, and even to Tungana, Callantan, and Pa- 
tani, and of course Jillalo is within their range. 
It Avill readily be conceived how harassing to trade 
must be the continued cruizing of the Balanini, 
and more especially to Borneo Proper, which seems 
the chosen field of their operations. The number 
of Borneans yearly taken into slavery is very con- 
siderable, as a fleet of six or eight boats usually 
takes its station off Labuan, and blockades the city 
of Brun6. These jiirates have a saying, “ That it is 
difB(fult to catch fish, but easy to catch a Bornean 
and, on the contrary, tlic Borneans from being Iia- 
rassed by the pirates, call the easterly wind during 
the S. W. monsoon, “ The pirate’s Avind.” These 
people commence cruizing on the N. AV^. coast about 
the middle of March, returning about November. 

The last of these piratical tribes of any import- 
ance, is under Sheriff Osman at Malludu Bay, Avho 
is a half-bred Arab, married to a Saluk rajah’s 
daughter. He has no title Avhatever to the coun- 
try he has seized, and hi^jp'eat object, I hear, is 
to possess himself by forc^of all the birds-uests’ 
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The Illanuns of Tampasuk recognise him for their 
own convenience, and for purposes of plunder ; and 
he has probably at Malludu a force of a thousand 
or fifteen hundred men. His town is stated to be 
on the coast, and plenty of guides could be found 
in Borneo to lead a force to the attack of his strong 
hold. 

This Sheriff has to my certain knowledge seized 
and sold into slavery some tw'enty British sub- 
jects wrecked in the ship Sultana, one of whom, an 
Arab, complained bitterly of the indignity offered 
him; stating, that he had been robbed by Osman, 
amongst other things, of a beautiful manuscript 
Koran. He concluded a long string of abuse, by 
calling him shaitan, or devil. 

The indirect piracy of this chief is more exten- 
sive than the direct, for the Balanini, whenever 
they cruize, take their supplies of food, powder, 
guns, salt, &c., from him ; and on their return, pay 
him at the rate of five slaves for every hundred 
rupees’ woi'th of goods. The most detestable part 
of this traffic is, the cold-blooded re-selling of these 
slaves to Pangeran Usop, who demands 200 rupees, 
or more, from their friends in Borneo. Thus, this 
vile Sheriff, not reckoning the enormous price 
charged on his goods, in the first instance, gains 
500 per cent, for every slave ; and Pangeran Usop 
clears 100 per cent, by the flesh of his own 
countrymen, thus becoming, de facto, a party to 
the piracy. 
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I should propose at once to crush this sheriff, 
and as soon afterwards as possible, to attack the 
Balanini. These two measures, together with a 
little cruizing against the Illanuns, would clear the 
N. W. coast of pirates ; and subsequently, provided 
the British government made a station at Labuan, 
it would be easy, with our advance of knowledge, 
to punish other pirates as they came under our 
notice, until the Archipelago at large was entirely 
cleared, and the native character, by long disuse, 
corrected of this too natural propensity. 

March 1. — Visited Budrudeen, Muda Hassim, 
and the sultan, the last of whom was profuse in 
his expressions of regard for the English, and in- 
quired whether, and at what time, they proposed 
coming to Labuan. We now distributed the pre- 
sents to the sultan and chiefs, who appeared much 
gratified therewith, and the natives were delighted 
as may well be imagined. 

March 2. — I learned from Pangeran Sora (an 
honest man for a Bornean), that since Muda 
llassim’s return, the poorer class had become more 
comfortable in the city; and Williamson heard the 
same from some of the poor themselves. This in- 
formation is so far cheering, as it must strengthen 
Muda llassim’s government, and be gall and bit- 
terness to Pangeran Usop. I attempted, likewise, 
to persuade Budrudeen to a reconciliation with 
Usop, in order to try him in the right path for 
once; but he assured me, that from his intimate 
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knowledge of the man’s character, he was quite 
certain, that no conciliation would avail, and that 
his absence from Borneo was indispensable. He 
added, however, that the rajah had tried to con- 
ciliate Usop since his return, and had bestowed 
several marks of distinction on him, but all in vain. 
Usop will have the power in his own hands, and 
will contest the succession to the sultanship, or 
be nothing, lie will do this at any price, if 
there be but a chance of sticcess. A word on the 
succession. 

Borneo is, it may be said, divided into white 
roses and red, the Sidtan representing the House of 
York, MudaHassim that of Lancaster. The Sultan 
Omar Ali had, amongst others, two sons, viz. Ma- 
homed Tuzudeen, and Mahomed Kanzul; the former 
of whom being the eldest, succeeded his father 
Omar Ali on the throne, and had one legitimate 
son, Jamalul Alum, and, amongst his illegitimate 
sons, Usop, our present adversary. The second, 
brother, IVIohamed Kanzvd Alum, had by his first 
wife. Rajah Api (and Noor Alum), a daughter. By 
his second wife, ]\Iuda Hassiin and Muda Mohamed, 
and by his third wife (an lllanun woman of rank), 
Pangeran Budrudeen, Pangeran Jelaludeen, and 
Pangeran Ishmael, besides which he had some 
dozens of illegitimate children. 

The sultan, Mohamed Tuzudeen, on his son 
Jamalul attaining his manhood, abdicated in his 
favour, and at the same time Jamalul married his 
cousin, Noor Alum. The issue of this marriage 
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was the present sultan, Omar Ali SefFedin, whose 
father died whilst he was yet an infant. On his 
demise, his father, Mahomed Tuzudeen, re-ascended 
the throne, and reigned until his death ; when he 
was succeeded by his brother Kanzul Alum, on 
Avhose demise his eldest son. Rajah Api, succeeded, 
the present Sultan being about twenty-eight years 
of age. Rajah Api had rio legitimate children. 

He reigned but a short time, for, owing to his 
ferocious and savage disposition, his violence and 
cruelty, his sister, Noor Alum, who is represented 
as having been a clever woman, raised the suffering 
people against him so effectually, that he was de- 
posed and put to death. The present sultan, Omar 
Ali Seffedin, then mounted the throne, and is at 
present witliout legitimate issue, Muda Hassim 
being, by evciy right of descent his successor, as 
his second cousin and his uncle by legitimate 
descent. Pangeran Hsop being illegitimate, can 
have no claim to the throne, more especially as 
he is a younger son, his elder brother Pangeran 
Yakub being still living, but neither so clever nor 
so ambitious as himself. 

March 3. — The object of my present mission Miirch 3 . 
is to make arrangements, — not committing the 
Government, — for the suppression of piracy and the 
extension of trade. Certainly the latter is de- 
pendent on the former in a very great measure, nor 
can we ever hope for any extension of trade whilst 
we allow the carrying vessels to be harassed by 
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pirates. This is the first step towards improved 
commerce, and others equally necessary but of 
slower development, will in time be compassed. 
To make any formal arrangement in the shape of a 
treaty I consider unnecessary at present, for Muda 
Hassim’s government being already pledged to 
forbear from negotiation with other poAvcrs, pending 
his negotiation with the English to repress piracy and 
to cede Labuan ; and being, moreover, thoroughly 
well disposed and eager for the alliance, I consider 
any definitive treaty regarding commerce and 
piracy as likely to hamper Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment without any ecpiivalent advantage. It must 
be remembered that in any arrangement or treaty 
made, the rajahs of Borneo, hoAvever well disposed, 
are without the means of doing anything inde- 
pendent of British assistance. The British must 
do every thing: therefore, nhen we shall exactly 
knoAv what is to be done, it will be the proper 
time to demand what Ave require from Borneo. 
All arrangements for the suppression of piracy and 
the extension of commerce Avill fall a dead letter to 
the ground, unless Avith some sufficient force we 
are prepared to chastise the pirates ; and, by a 
course of consistent measures, and by a gentle and 
beneficial influence with the native governments, 
correct the present wretched state of anarchy and 
* confusion, give the producer some reward for his 
labour, and, by affording protection to life and pro- 
perty, opening sources of trade whereof Ave at 
present know nothing. 
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March 4. — Walked with Captain Bethune and ^845. 
a party to the Kiangi, to inspect the coal : the dis- March 4 . 
tance measured is not above eight hundred yards 
to the first vein, which is ten feet wide, and just 
below the water. The spot I inspected with 
Adams, is about 150 yards further up the stream; 
above which again, we picked up some large lumps 
of coal, proving, that elsewhere, more is to be 
found. 

I have daily visits from the rajah’s brothers, the 
purport of which is, to beg to be allowed to return 
to Sarawak. One or two of them I pity, and would 
assist; but the rest arc little worth. In the 
evening I visited ISluda Hassim, and had an oppor- 
tunity of talking to him fully about his future 
prospects. I found liiin, as usual, quite prepared 
to take any steps recommended to him, the only 
danger he appears to apprehend being from Sheriff 
Osman. 

In order to extend our commerce in these seas, 
and more particularly on the N. W. coast of Borneo, 
it is requisite, 1st. — That the sea be clear of 
pirates. 2nd. — That the native government 
should be settled, and the poorer and producing 
classes protected. 3rd. — That the knowledge of 
the interior should be extended, and our inter- 
course with the various tribes more frequent. 

That our commerce may be largely extended is so 
clear, that I shall not stop to detail the productions 

of the Island of Borneo, as it will suffice here to 
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state generally, that all authorities agree in repre- 
senting it as one of the richest portions of the globe, 
and its climate, soil, mineral and vegetable produc- 
tions, inferior to those of no other country what- 
soever. It appears, therefore, that materials for an 
extensive and extended trade exist, and only re- 
quire development ; and that a numerous popula- 
tion of Kayans, in the interior, arc at present 
debarred from all intercourse, from the badness of 
JMalay governments, and their jealous monopoly of 
the mouths of the various rivers. I need say 
nothing further, for it is a duty which every 
civilized government owes society, to annihilate 
piracy at any cost ; and in the Archipelago, should 
a considerable force in future be necessary to 
j^unish the Illanuns, and the islanders of their 
vicinity, we might act as vigorously with the 
Dutch, whose interest, like our OAvn, is involved in 
this question. 

A port like Labuaii and Balambangan would, 
beyond doubt, give an impetus to trade, merely 
from the freedom from all restrictions which the 
natives would enjoy; and piracy being checked j tlie 
countries which now lie fallow would, from their 
proximity, be induced to bring their produce into 
market. This limited extension is of little moment 
compared with the results which must attend 
our using a beneficial influence over the native 
governments, for the purposes of affording protec- 
tion to the poorer classes, insuring safety to the 
trader, and, without any guarantee, holding out a 



Chap. XXII.] SPREAD OF BRITISH INFLUENCE. 


25 


fair j)rospect of success to the planter or the miner. 
The slightest acquaintance with the N. W. coast of 
Borneo would prove to any observer, the case with 
Avhich these objects might be effected. The native 
governments are every where fallen to decay, and 
the capital of Borneo requires protection and 
assistance. 

I am firmly of opinion, that if Labuan be taken 
possession of, European capital might with safety 
be employed in the city of Borneo, whether for 
the procuring of coal, or any other speculation ; 
it being, of course, understood that the specu- 
lator should pjiy to the Bornean Government a fair 
sum, for the exclusive, or general privilege of 
working the mineral. By the occupation of this 
island, the English influence over the Government 
of Borneo would be complete. We must maintain 
this ascendency by a favourable prestige, as long 
as possible, if not by fear. Our position at Labuan, 
it must be borne in mind, will be different from 
the position we occupied in relation to the native 
princes in Singapore. In the latter case the princes 
ivere ruined, without means, without followers, and, 
Avith a paltry and useless territory, they became 
our pensioners. In the case of Labuan, Ave shall 
have an acknowledged independent state in our 
vicinity ; and, for the prosperity of our settlement, 
Ave must maintain our ascendency to support the 
government of Muda Ilassim and the sultan. Let 
our influence be of the mildest kind, let us, whilst 
Ave uphold the legitimate rule by this influence. 
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1845. ameliorate the condition of the native population ; 
let us pay every proper honour to the native 
princes, convincing them of our entire freedom 
from all selfish views of territorial aggrandisement 
on the main land, and we shall enjoy so entire a 
confidence, that virtually the coast will be ours 
without the trouble and expense of possession. I 
have impressed it on Pangeran Muda Hassim, 
and Budrudeen, that the readiest and most direct 
Avay of obtaining revenue from their various pos- 
sessions, will be by commuting all their demands 
for a stated yearly sum of money from each. 
Reckoning the sums so demanded at the very 
lowest rate (Sarebas and Sakarran excepted, on 
account of their unsettled state), the amount re- 
ceived from the various rivers between Tanjong 
])atu and Tanjong Barram, would be ten thousand 
dollars. By this means the legitimate governments 
would become the protectors, rather than the op- 
pressors of their dependencies, and insure them 
from the exactions of the worthless pangerans, 
who now devour them ; and, as these dependencies 
become flourishing, the revenues of the rajahs 
would increase. By this means, likewise, a tone 
would be given to the native mind ; the people at 
large would, on the payment of a specific sum, 
have a right to resist any extra demands, and 
the very exercise of this right Avould strengthen 
their minds and teach them the first rudiments of 
freedom. 

If Labuan were English, if Muda Hassim’s 
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government were established firmly, there is no 
reason why these measures should not be com- 
menced at once ; and I am assured we shall have 
the hearty co-operation of the Bornean government. 
Since the advent of Europeans in the Archipelago, 
the tendency of the Polynesian governments has 
been to decay. Here the experiment may be fairly 
tried, on the smallest scale of expense, Avhether a 
beneficial European influence may not reanimate a 
falling state, and at the same time extend our own 
commerce. We arc here devoid of the stimulus 
Avhich has urged us on to conquest in India. We 
take a small station near an un-Avarlike and friendly 
people, and avc aim at the development of native 
countries, through native agency. If this tendency 
to decay and extinction be inevitable, if this 
approximation of European policy to native 
government should be unable to arrest the fall of 
the Bornean dynasty, yet Ave shall retrieve a people, 
already habituated to European habits and man- 
ners, industrious interior races; and, if it became 
necessary, a colony gradually formed, and ready to 
our hand in a rich and fertile country. We shall 
have a post, in time of Avar, highly advantageous, 
as commanding a favourable position relative to 
China. We shall extend our commerce ; we shall 
suppress piracy, and prevent the present and the 
prospective advantages from falling into other 
hands. Nor will the expense of doing all this be 
great. 

I OAvn that this developement of the natives 
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through their own exertions, is a hohhy of mine: 
if it succeed, it would be nobly done, — a pure spot 
in the troubled ocean of colonial politics ; but if it 
fail, and fail it may, we shall have little to reproach 
ourselves Avith ; for it may truly be. affirmed, that 
under no circumstances could the condition of the 
north-west coast be Avorse than it Avas four years 
ago. 

A Avord now on Sarawak. 

My experience there certainly justifies the vieAvs 
I have taken relative to the other rivers. Perhaps 
four years ago, no country could be more Avretched 
or more 02ipressed, Avhercas, now, it is the Jiappiest 
and most flourishing province in llorneo. The 
Dyaks arc an industrious race, and as they increase 
and multij)ly, I see no reason to doubt, tliat Sara- 
wak Avill become a considerable rice producing 
country. Other points may yield profits, but 
European capital Avill be requisite for a full de- 
vclojiment of the resources. Whether the posses- 
sion of Labuan, and the general ado^ition of 
measures for the extension of trade, as I have 
mentioned, Avill give sufficient security to ca^iitalists 
to embark at SaruAvak, is doubtful. It may pro- 
bably do so, but at any rate, if the people be 
happy, I may fairly calculate, that time and good 
goA'crnment Avill have their full effect, and that the 
fruit, gradually ripened, Avill be preferable to any 
of hot-house growth. 

In thus running over the heads of the subject, I 
have not alluded to any distant countries. We 
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must know them first : Ave must be intimate and 
cultivate an English party, but the same policy 
that has succeeded in Borneo must succeed else- 
where, if pursued with temper and patience. The 
general principle ought to be, to foster and en- 
courage old establislied governments, such as Bor- 
neo and Saluk, provided they Avill in sincerity 
abandon piracy and assist in its suppression ; but 
at the same time, by Avatchful supervision, to 
•convince ourselves of the fact, and keep them in 
the right path; for all treaties with these native 
states (and avc liave liad many) arc but so much 
Avastc jiapcr, unless avc sec them carried into ex- 
ecution. Any state distinctly fostering and har- 
bouring pirates should be punished, and all ncAV 
authorities, shcrifts, and the like, Avho luwc seized 
territories i«\d formed a nucleus for piracy fbereon, 
should at once be attacked and expelled. 

March 5. — More searching for coal, but unsuc- 
cessful, though there is no doubt it is to be found 
on other spots. 

Jlcceived* intelligence from Jilalludu : Sheriff 
Osman has fortified himself, and is prepared to 
resist the threatened attack of the hlnglish ; and re- 
liort further states, that if the Britisli squadron do 
not attack him, he Avill, at all events, assault 
Brunei for having entered into a treaty Avith us. 
Throwing aside all speculative points, our first en- 
deavour must be to crush the Shcritf, or at any 
rate to protect the capital. 

I learned, likcAvise, that last year, Avhen avc 
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passed in the Samiirang and Phlegethon, three pi- 
rate prahus saw us, as they lay concealed under Pulo 
Gaya; this proves, that merely passing along the 
coast is of no use, and that, to act efficiently against 
pirate prahus, we must poke into every nook and 
corner. 

I have only now to mention the third means for 
the extension of commerce. Our intercourse with 
the natives of the interior should be frequent and 
intimate. These people are represented as nu- 
merous, hospitable and industrious ; and a friendly 
intercourse would develop the resources of the in- 
interior, draw its produce to our markets, gradually 
tend to the enlightenment of the wild tribes, and 
check their propensity for war. This intercourse, 
however, must be carefully and prudently intro- 
duced, and gradually advanced, until those wild 
tribes are conversant, in some degree, with 
European manners and habits, for to bring them 
suddenly into contact with the ordinary run of 
ignorant and violent Europeans, would produce 
bloodshed in a month. ! H 0 ^ < 

Nothing is more difficult, nothing requires more 
temper, more prudence, or more patience, than 
establishing and maintaining a good understanding 
between ignorant civilized men and ignorant savages. 
In the case of Borneo, however, it is by no means 
necessary, that these two classes should, for a long 
tjpie to come, be in contact, as they are in New 
Zealand. There is little danger that the natives 
will wither before the approach of the white man. 



Chap. XXII.] CAPTAIN MUNDY’s NARRATIVE. 


31 


Here, we want not their land, but their produce ; 
and we desire to become their benefactors by ever 
so slow and gradual means. Surely it is possible 
that the Europeans can, for once, benefit the na- 
tives; surely it is possible, that a limited inter- 
course may be mutually advantageous. 

March 10. Labuan . — We left Brun^, and crossed 
over to this anchorage. On the 7th, Budrudeen 
aecompanied us to the Moarra, and took leave of us 
Avith regret. 


Mr. Brooke’s Journal is silent as to his proceed- 
ings betAveen the above date (the 10th of March) 
and the 21st of May, Avhen he again returned to 
Brun6. I gather, hoAvever, from his private letters 
to England at this period, that after remaining 
a feAV days at Labuan, he returned to Sarawak, 
and, finding all going on well in that quarter, 
proeeeded to Singapore, for the purpose of consult- 
ing the Commander-in-chief, and of laying before 
him the lamentable state of the northern coast 
of Borneo, in consequence of the hostile attitude 
assumed by the pirate chief of Malludu, Sheriff 
Osman ; who had threatened, with an overAvhelming 
force to attack Brun6, for having entered into a 
treaty with Great Britain for the suppression of 
piracy and slavery. 

Mr. Brooke remained a fortnight at Singapore, and 
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then returned to Brune, touching again at Sarawak 
on his Avay; and it will be seen by the extracts 
which now follow from his own Journal, that 
Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane notified his 
intention of visiting the Borneo coast with his squa- 
dron Avhenever his other duties would permit; 
a resolution which, considering the dangerous na- 
ture of the coast, in its then unsurveyed state, 
bespoke at once the nerve and character of our 
Commander-in-chief. 


May 21. Brunl Just returned to this city, 

in the Phlcgethon steamer, from Singapore, Avhere 
I had made a longer stay than I had either wished 
or intended. 

Whilst at Singapore, I had several interviews 
with Sir Thomas Cochi’anc, the result of which 
leaves no doubt in my mind that he will attack 
Malludu, provided Ave return to Singapore in time 
to meet him. In Borneo I find every thing retro- 
grading. For tAVO years our supporters have been 
living upon hope. They see us come and go 
Avithout any good resulting, Avithout rccemng any 
assurance of a speedy conclusion to our negotia- 
tion. We neither support their government, nor 
do Ave attack the pirates, Avho threaten thq very 
existence of Borneo, defying the power of the 
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British. Is it, then, surprising, that our party 
hesitates, trembles, and doubts our ability or our 
•will to assist them ? Is it surprising that Pangeran 
Usop disbelieves our power to support, and is 
enabled to shake the public mind ? Is it surprising 
that Sheriff Osman laughs at our beards, and de- 
fies us ? Will it be surprising if he attacks, and, 
with TJsop’s aid, takes Brune ? Yet how deep will 
1)0 the shame and the disgrace ! Budrudeen says 
he knows not the day when his own life and the 
rajah’s may not be sacrificed. I tremble with in- 
■\vai'd rage ; it preys upon my mind, it affects my 
body, it paralyses my energy, to be the tool and 
the participator of such mistaken policy. Delay is 
our ruin; no one has got a single discretionary 
power to act, to protect, or to save. Add to all, 
we are put into an inefficient steamer, manned 
with a weak crew of wretched blacks, and obliged to 
crawl from place to place, Avith intervals of ten or 
twelve days, for wood-cutting at each place ; and 
Avhich vessel Avould certainly fall a prey to a fleet 
oi‘ Illanuns should she chance to meet them, for 
oi‘ her crew there ai’o not five men Avho have ever 
seen a large gun fired. During our absence, the 
American frigate. Constitution, touched here, and 
in an interview Avith the sultan and rajahs, its 
commander requested a treaty of alliance bctAvecii 
the United States and Borneo, the articles of 
which were as folloAvs : — 

1 st. Protection to the Brunt government; — 
yoL. II. 1) 
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2nd. The sole right of working coal to Americans ; 
— 3rd. A monopoly of the trade. This is the na- 
tive account. The third article is probably exagge- 
rated, or misunderstood. Had it been a common 
right of trade with other nations, no objections 
could have been made to the proposal. The Ame- 
ricans act, while the English arc deliberating about 
straws. 

Augmt 8, 1845. — Entrance of Borneo river. 

I am now anchored off Borneo Proper witli seven 
vessels, and an eighth is liourly expected. Our 
friends, of course, arc dcliglited. Sir Thomas 
Cochrane is inclined to act (God bless him), and 
considers the circumstance of pangcran Usop’s de- 
taining two British subjects after the agreement 
entered into with Sir Edward Belcher, as sufficient 
warrant for punishing that gentleman. 1 think so 
too, but then comes the difficulty of doing it effec- 
tually, and in such a way as not to involve others 
for his crimes ; but this is not easy, because the 
admiral can stay but a few days, and though he 
has power to destroy, he cannot advance the general 
good and the general j)olicy ^vithout pacifying and 
encouraging, as Avell as destroying. To seize Usop 
is difficult ; to frighten him away very easy : but 
Avhen we have retired, tlie demon returns with 
other demons. The snake is scotched, but not 
destroyed. It is not easy with such a force to be 
moderate, and with Sir Thomas Cochrane’s other 
duties and engagements, it is probably impossible 
for him to devote any length of time to this coast : 
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yet moderation and time are the keystone of our 1845. 
policy ; and if Malludu be destroyed, and a brig left 
here to support our friends, and to drive Usop 
away should ho attempt to return, we could alFord 
to be moderate, and not to spill blood. I feel 
myself very reluctant to accede to any propositions 
which aim at Usop’s death, and I will try to save 
him in the coming events, unless I be thoroughly 
satisfied that his living endangers the life of Bud- 
rudeen. 

Sir Tbomas seems inclined to severe measures, 
but he is so reasonable and willing to listen, that I 
hope for the best. If the meeting to-morrow with 
tlui sultan be judiciously and skilfully conducted, 
no doubt all will be well. 

Au<jnf(t 9 The interview. The three steamers Aug.u. 

and a large liody of seamen and marines proceeded 
up the river to the city ; on approacliing whicli, 

^luda ITassim met the admiral, and entered liis 
barge. The sultan received him at the shore. 

The three chiefs advanced to the hall of audience 
Avhere, seated on the dais, the admiral being in the 
centre, they proceeded to the business of the day ; 
compliments were passed, and line speeches made 
on both sides, the admiral assuring the sultan that 
he had come to offer him every assistance to 
suppress his piratical enemies without, and to 
punish any turbulent men who in Brune troubled 
his government. The sultan was much obliged, 
looked pallid, and trembled. Then came the crash 
of the band, the rattling of the marines’ arms ; the 
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rise, the embrace, the descent, and the return to the 
Pluto. What touched my heart at the close of the 
audience was pangeran [Jsop seizing my hand from 
behind. Poor devil, 1 pity him; but measures 
must advance, and he has deserved Ins fate, what- 
ever it may be. 

Tlie admiral took tliis occasion to demand repa- 
ration for tlic seizure and confinement of two 
British subjects, contrary to the sultan’s agreement 
witli the Britisli CJovernment. The sultan’s reply 
was evasive and timid, laying the blame upon U sop, 
and expressing his willingness that the admiral 
should punish him. llis Highness, however, con- 
sented to this step with reluctance, Jrom fear of 
Usop, who, well informed, gathered together his 
followers, and prepared his guns, but what can he 
do, opposed to tliree steamers. Between ten and 
eleven, being at the rajah’s, we received inlbrmation 
that it was probable or possible that Usop would 
attack during the night. Incredulous myself, 1 
thought it right, hoAvever, to let the admiral know, 
and our jiarty at the embassy, \\z. Captains Talbot 
of II. M. S. Vestal, and Bethune. Williamson and 
myself were reinforced by a small party of marines 
and a boat’s crew. Having seen the admiral, and 
arranged that Avhatever might occur, no firing Avas 
to take place, I returned to rest, and, throAving 
myself on my mat, soon fell into a sound sleep, 
after a day divided betAveen ceremonials and bu- 
siness, Avhich Tningicd, like tAvo liquids, the lighter 
floating at the top. 
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Au(just 11. — Usop has fled, having sustained in 
Ids house several shots from the Vixen. Twenty 
guns have been taken and presented to the sultan 
and rajah by the admiral, who retained two for 
the purpose of remunerating the British detenus. 

Au(just 12. — This moj-ningl visited the sultan 
in company with Muda Hassim, and tried to soothe 
his mind, and at the same time to show him, that 
his best and only course is to hold by his treaty 
with us, and to work with Muda Ilassim and Bud- 
rudccn. He is, ivowever, such an imbecile, it is 
impossible to make more than a momentary im- 
pression upon him. ^ly iqipvchensions for the 
state of Borneo, on the adnund’s departure, were 
eased by Budrudeen telling me, tliat Usop had 
already been endeavouring to open negotiations 
with him. I advised, strongly, that they should 
attempt a sincere reconciliation witli liim, or at any 
rate patch up a truce. It is the only course for 
us to follow, but again and again I deplore, that 
the protection of a brig is not, or cannot, be 
given. 

Ajipiifit 20. — Yesterday Sheriff Osman was 
attacked at Malludu ; his strong fort captured and 
himself defeated, with great loss, and driven into 
the hills by Captain Talbot, of tlie Vestal. 

August 31. — Started for Brune, and on my Avay 
received the news, that two days after Sir Thomas 
Cochrane’s departure from the city, pangeran Usop 
had attacked it in force, but had been defeated by 
Budrudeen, who pursued him into the couiitry, and 
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to Barukus, Usop’s own residence, whence the pu- 
sillanimous chief fled, leaving his women, children, 
treasure, and all his property in the hands of his 
victors. 

Thus is Brune all our oivn : thus is the worthiest 
party firmly established in the saddle. Their rival 
is stripped of wealth and home, and a fugitive ; his 
women and children remaining piisoners and hos- 
tages; and his own life in the utmost peril: thus 
is our good fortune secured in the best possible 
manner by the exertions of the natives themselves, 
with Budrudeen as their leader. My mind is now 
at rest about the fate of my friends, but I still con- 
sider a man-of-war brig, making her appearance 
here every month or two, of great importance, for 
it will be necessary, for the next six months, to 
consolidate the power of J\Iuda Ilassim and Bud- 
rudeen, and if, with the new order of tilings, the 
people constantly see white faces, and find that 
they are quiet and inoffensive, that ignorant terror 
which now prevails will gradually vanish away. 

Amongst the prisoners taken at Barakas was the 
daughter of pangeran Usop, the wife of pangeran 
Ilassim, the nominal son of the sultan, — Avho is 
altogether an imbecile. This lady, with some 
others, was sent to the sultan’s house, being placed 
under his care, as being nearly related to him ; and 
Budrudeen, with a generosity worthy of the imita- 
tion and admiration of Euroj)eans and Christians, 
not only spared the personal property of the 
women, but divided amongst them the gold and 
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ornaments taken from pangeran Usop. The sul- 1845. 
tan having charge of these poor creatures, and 
finding that they were possessed of some property, 
was seized witli his usual desire of appropriating it 
to himself, so, partly by fraud, and jiartly by force, 
he had, upon our arrival, made himself master of 
all the women had in the Avorld, and was subse- 
quently loud in his OAvn praise for giving them 
food and clothing. 

I have long known this man to be unfit to reign, 
for truly, as the Singapore Free Press remarked, 

“ lie has the head of an idiot, and the heart of a 
pirate;” but his time draws to a close, and from the 
first, I have never lost sight of the advisability of 
deposing him, and substituting Muda Ilassim in his 
place. The time, howevei’, is not yet ripe. Bruno 
requires repose, and there are, or may be, preju- 
dices and objections to the step in England. How- 
ever, some day, if events follow their present course, 
he will cease to be sultan. 

September 3. — I have only to mention, that be- Sopt. 3. 
fore my departure from Bruno, after a most un- 
pleasant stay of three days, 1 proposed to Budrudeen 
to allow me to buy the life revenue of Sar.awak for 
7000 dollars, and the rajah being one year in ad- 
vance, makes the sum 8000 dollars. 1 do this, not 
only that I may advantage and case my own 
atfairs, but to give them such a sum as will help to 
consolidate their power; for in Borneo, 7000 
d(jllars, Avell laid out by a great man in authority, 
would yield large returns, and they might live on 
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1845. this money whilst some arrangements were made for 
~ the payment of their revenue from their numerous 
possessions. Thus, it appears, the arrangement 
would assist both parties, at least I know it would 
benefit me, and I think that 1 have merited this, or 
any other favour at their hands. 

To-morrow I sail for Sarawak, where, I trust, I 
may enjoy, a month or two’s repose. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

KETDRN to SARAWAK. IMPROVEMENT OF THE DYAK POPULA- 
TION. TllElR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. CURIOUS CEREMONY. 

DANCES. CARES OF GOVERNMENT. TREATY WITH BANDAR 

CASSIM. SAREBAS AND SAKARRAN J’lRAClES. — ROBBERY OF 

ONE OF THE ENGLISH HOUSES. — QUARRELS AMONG THE SAK- 
ARItANS. — INTERVIEW WITH ABANG KAl'I. — BAD STATE OF 

NATIVE GOVERNMENT. SCARCITY OP RICE. INCREASING 

TRADE. — CHARACTER OF DER MAKOTA. — INTERVIEW WITH 

THIS CHIEF. CONTRACT BETWEEN MUDA IIASSIM AND THE 

CHINESE. INFLUENCE OF THE CELESTIALS IN THE ISLAND. — 

ARRIVAL OF THE JULIA” FROM SINGxU*ORE. — COMPLETION OP 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE LINGA CHIEFS. — POLITICS OF THE 
PIRATES. — FUTURE REGENERATION OF THE LAND. EXPEDI- 
TION AGAINST THE PIRATES. PREE’ARATIONS FOR THE EX- 

PEDITION ARRIVAL OF STRANGERS. — A GENTLEMAN FOND OF 

POULTRY. — VISIT FROM A DISGUISED PRINCE. BEAUTIFUL 

PLANT. 

I RESUME my Journals at Sarawak on Monday the 1S45. 
29tli of September, 1845. Bethune, my excel- 
lent colleague, has departed, and I am once more 
living quietly alone in my mansion, and daily dis- 
pensing arrears of justice, which had accumulated 
during my wanderings. The confidence of the 
natives in me personally is astonishing, and in truth 
it renders it a question in my OAvn mind how far 
wise and politic it will be to remove myself from 
hence. 

I find the Dyaks tractable and quiet, and daily 
improving in prosperity, and I have lately had 
much further opportunity of noting down their 
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1845. various customs, most of which are harmless and 
ihoffcnsive, though ridiculous and absurd. White 
cloth, I find, is a mark of cold Aveathor or pros- 
perity. The killing of tlie fowl after Avaving it above 
the paddy (rice in husk), and the rice measures ; 
the mixing of the blood Avith kuning, a yelloAV root, 
and Avater ; and immersing the Avomen’s necklaces, 
and then Avaving them over their heads ; touching 
the heads of the children Avith the charmed mixture, 
I haA^e, I think, glanced at before. When J seat 
myself on the mat, one by one tliey come forward, 
and tie little bells on my arm; a young cocoa-nut 
is brought, into Avhich I am rcrpicstcd to spit. 
The Avhite foAvl is presented. I rise and Avave it, 
and say, — “ jMay good luck attend tlie Dyaks ; may 
their crops be plentiful; may their fruits ripen in 
due season ; may male children be born ; may rice 
be stored in their houses ; may Avild hogs be killed 
in the jungle; may they liaAc Sij(dc Dingin or cold 
Aveather.” 

This exhortation over the dance becrins ; men 
and Avomcn ud\'ancc, take my hand, stroke their 
oAvn faces, utter a Avild, indescribable shriek, and 
begin a sIoav and monotonous tAvistiim Avriirjrlinff 
movement, Avith arms extended, the measure being 
occasionally someAvhat faster Avhen the old ladies 
feel inclined to indulge in a jump. When this 
occurs the music gradually becomes more furious 
and the dance propoi'tionatcly animated ; then may 
be seen a shy boy or girl stealthily mixing in the 
croAvd, and perhaps some proud mamma Avill bring 
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her little child of six or seven, and put her into the 
circle, and the tiny creature Avill move her tiny 
hands in unison to the music. At Rapang on my 
lute excursion, the wife of the Orang Kaya, who 
was very pretty, and danced exceedingly well, 
insisted upon exhibiting herself before Bethune and 
myself, and by this little piece of vanity greatly 
disturbed the economy of the dance. This being 
observed and complained of by the other performers, 
the Head Man (at once the chief and the master of 
the ceremonies) said in a loud tone, addressing her 
by name: — “Why don’t you dance fair? There 
you are dancing licfore ' the Great Man, and the 
Great ^lan can sec no one but you.” 

Besides the above-named customs of these inte- 
resting tribes, they wash my hands and my feet, 
and afterwards with the water sprinkle their houses 
and gardens. Then the gold dust, with the white 
cloth which accompanies it, both of which have 
been presented by me, is planted in the field. The 
white cloth, 1 may I’emark, is ahvays inseparable 
froift the rice measure, as, being the emblem of cold 
weather, it is supposed to be exerting its cooling 
influfence. 

Sept. 30. — The cares of office are tipon me ; from Sopt. so. 
far and near the rulers of the various rivers are 
come, or ai’o coming, to meet me, to explain, to 
request, to inquire. 

Bandar Cassirn has visited me three successive 
days •, he is a weak man, not over honest, and with 
just brains enough to do mischief, and get himself 
into trouble, without deriving any advantage from 
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his roguery. Ilis princij)al grievance arises from a 
dispute with pangeran Paduka (wlio rules at Balei 
Karangan) on the subject of trade, and who has 
dispatched an envoy Avith orders to refer the matter 
for my arbitration. 

I have noAv draAvn out an agreement Avhich 
seems to glA^c satisfaction to both parties. It is to 
the effect that Bandar Cassim shall permit the 
egress and ingress of trade free of all duty for tAvo 
years througli Sadong, after Avhich the duties sliall 
be remodelled Avdth the sanction of the sultan. 

2dly. — That all disputes and recriminations on 
the subject of Dyaks shall l^e dropped by both 
parties, each retaining the Dyaks he at present has, 
and each agreeing to look forward, and not back. 

3dly. — That in all trade passing and repassing, 
porterage of the goods shall be fairly remunerated. 

To-day Bandar Cassim returns to Ids OAvn 
country, after liaving received an intimation from 
me, that he must not interfere Avith the Dyaks 
of Tumma or Simankau, avIio, having formerly fled 
from Sadong, are noAv on ray territory. Last night 
Abang Kapi arrived from Sakarran Avith several 
Dyaks. He Avas o]i])osed to us in the time of 
Sherriff Sahib, Avhen the gallant Dido’s creAv Avere 
engaged ; but, from all I learn, he is noAV true and 
Avell inclined. The tAvo Avorst governed rivers are 
Sarebas and Linga, the latter under Indra Lela and 
Laksimana, both great rascals. The last perform- 
ance of these Avorthies was to delay or detain people 
bearing letters from Santang, and to possess them- 
selves of their goods on the stale plan of buying 
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and not paying ; a convenient and easy way for 1845 . 
the ruler of a country to obtain property before 
his chai'actcr be known. I Avait till the termination 
of the fast before I send to Mr. Lola. ITad I but 
a small steamer, I could pounce at once on these 
gentry, Avho seemed resolved to arrest the groAving 
commerce of the peaceful rivers. 

October 1. — Last night a robbery occurred at our Oct. i. 
old house on the iiroperty of the Klings, Avho suffered 
in the fire Avhich took place during my absence ; 
as, hoAvcver, these goods Avcrc exposed in an open 
verandah, and left unguarded, the temptation Avas 
great, and it ought to prove a Avarning to the oAvners 
of movable property to take common precautions 
for its security. It appears that the barking of the 
Doctor’s dog disturbed the thieves, as the greater 
part of the bundles of the goods stolen AAns left 
behind. Petty thefts are, hoAVCA'er, on the inci'ease, 
and this may be expected from the great increase 
of the popvdation, and the consequent difficulty 
of discovery. 1 have had a long intcrvieAv Avith 
Abang Kapi, from Sakarran. I'he ucavs from 
tlieuce is, that some Dyaks of lluntuss quarrelled 
about a piece of gi’ound Avith some others belong- 
ing to Gasin. A fight ensued, in Avhich one man 
on cither side Avas killed, and several AA-ounded. 

A convocation of chiefs Avas assembled to decide on 
the case, and it judged liuntuss’ party to pay five 
jars, and Gasin’s party to pay four jars; the former, 
tlius adjudged to be in the Avrong, Avas fined one 
jar, valued at sixty rupees. 

The iieAVS from Sakarran otherAvise Avas good 



46 


MR. BROOKE’S JOURNAL. [Chap. XXIII. 


1843. 


Oct. 1.3. 


and the chiefs of the Dyaks request Williamson or 
Sherrilf Houssein may be alloAvcd to come to Abang 
Kapi’s, when a general conference might be held, 
and all the ceremonies gone through attendant on 
a lasting peace. Tiic points I have mentioned to 
Abang Kapi are : — 

1st. To demand from the Dyaks the exi^ulsion 
of the three sherilFs from their river who have been 
hostile to trade. 

2nd. To build a fort to appease the appreliension 
of the Dj^aks of the enemy’s attacking them. 

3rd. To inform the Dyaks of IJndop that 1 have 
heard of their piratical excursion, Avith Ibrty-scven 
Avar-prahus, to the river Batang lAipar, and that, 
if they again mustered such a fleet, I Avould attack 
them. 

Oct. 13. — A Avcck has noAV passed since I sent 
Williamson to Sadong, believing that his presence 
Avould give confidence both to the JMalays and tlie 
Dyaks of that place, for the government is a mere 
cripple, afraid to do ri(jlit. 

Indra Lola, Lela PataAA'^an, and Ticla Wamksa 
arrived again to-day from Linga. Their govern- 
ment is even in a Avorse state than that of Sadong. 
With them came a messenger from Santang ; he 
Avas the bearer of a despatch from Badin Soria 
and pangeran Kirning, Avhich contained a request, 
that I Avould furnish tJicm with forty jn'ckuls 
(53201b.) of fine linglish poAvder, fifteen cases of 
muskets, and other articles, to the value of five or 
six thousand dollars, but in Avhat coin, or at Avhat 
period, the money was to be forthcoming did not 



Cjiap. XXIII.] SCARCITY OF RICK. 


47 


appear in the document. When I confronted the 
confidential agent, and interrogated him on this 
important point, he met my remarks with perfect 
composure, assuring me that tlie chief object of 
his mission was to open a safe road from the in- 
terior, when he Avould return and bring the gold 
to pay for the articles demanded. Having in- 
timated to him, that the present state of the 
country did not admit of any mercantile trans- 
actions on so extensive a scale, .and that I must 
have ocular proof of a better state of things before 
I could comply Avitb any requests of sucb a nature. 

I brought him into the presence of the Linga de- 
putation, and ordered that tlic Undop Dyaks on 
our side, and the Buyow Dyaks on the side of 
Santang, should instantly make peace. I shall 
now make out an agreement between the parties 
for the futiu’e management of the trade, on the 
same plan as with Sadong and SangoAV. 

Oetoher 17. — I regret to hear th.at rice, the Oct. ir. 
staple commodity of life in the interior, is getting 
dear. This must be oAving to the hirge exports, 
junounting to nearly five hundred tons. The haiwest 
of last yc.ar was not a good one, yet our oavu 
Dyaks have a sufficiency of food, and most of the 
Malays likcAvise; the people Avho sufler are the 
workmen, men on daily Avages, Avho cannot lay in a 
store Avhen I’icc is chenp. 

A few will suffer, yet is it not strange tlait licre, 
ni a country Avhere the ])coplc Averc gaunt Avith 
famine tivo and throe years ago, they are noAV 
exporting the product of the land by tons ? 
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In Sarawak, if the Dyaks were in one degree 
more civilised, and opened tlieir stores, reserving 
only sufficient for their own consumption — five 
hundred tons more would not exhaust tlieir heaps. 
What a granai'y this island of llomeo, or rather 
tliis line of coast, might become ! During tlie last 
six months upwards of one hundred trading vessels 
have entei’cd the river, liightcen months ago it 
was a rare event to register one single boat in the 
course of a month. 

My friend^ the excellent, the candid, the amiable 
Der ]\Iakota, arrived a few days ago. I knew he 
was under authority to enact some dark intrigue, 
some scheme of villany — yet I feared him not. < )n 
the contrary, 1 gave him fair words, though 1 knew 
him to be a dissembler and a sAvindler — a man whose 
very nature was intrigue ; one who would try the 
cunning of his right hand against the juggh'ry of his 
left, provided no one else could be iound on whom 
he might exercise this hateful jiropensity ; yet, 
withal, he is not a d.angerous man — he is a very 
coward — with wit to ruin his own country — but 
Avhether sufficient to save his OAvn head, remains 
yet a question. I waited patiently till the gentle- 
man should open his business, feeling, as before a 
thunder-storm, that a shoAver of intrigue Avas about 
to fall on my devoted head. T Avas so far kind, 
that I told him that his Avisest course Avas to hasten 
to Brune, Avhere pangeran JMumin Avas anxious to 
see him, and ^luda llassim and Budrudeen, Avilling 
to make by-gones by-goncs. In vain did he at- 
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tempt by honeyed words to assurof-me of his anxiety 
to follow my advice. His down-cast look and 
tremulous action betrayed the real workings of the 
spirit within, and I knew that, whilst professing his 
fixed intention of returning forthwith to his native 
city, such a proceeding was the furthest from his 
thoughts, at the moment he expressed it. Then 
came the cream of the stoiy. Owing to unfore- 
seen disasters, over which he had no control, his 
finances had latterly been seriously disordered — he 
wished to borrow two thousand reals. I replied, 
that I did not lend money. “ Would 1 spare him only 
one thousand ? ” “ Impossible.” “ One hundred ? ” 
“ Xo.” “Fifty?” “No.” “Five?” “No — not 
one farthing.” Seeing me resolute, he departed, 
and at last succeeded in obtaining three reals from 
Itupell, which were given to him from very shame 
sake. In my opinion, the three reals are badly laid 
out, Jievcrthcless. 

Der Makota* then attempted to refer to old stoi’ies 
of former debts, in the days of the native rulers, 
which had never been settled, and Avas entering at 
large into the details of these supposed claims on 
the public purse of the province, Avhen I found it 
necessary to finish the discussion at once, by de- 
claring that, even if his statistics Avere true, the 

It may not bo out of ]iliu*o to inontion lior< , that this vow man, 
Dor IMakota, whoso roal oharaotor has boon so jLrrap]ii<*ally dosoribod, 
was tho individual s(‘lootc<l by iho sultan, throo iionths aftorwards, to 
kill ^Ir. Ib'ooko, oitlior by troaoliory or poison, as shown by tlio dopo- 
silion inado by Jaflbr, a iiativo of' Hriino, bob iv tho rosidont ooun- 
oillor at Singaporo. — Epitor. 

VOL. II. 
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subsequent war had wij)ed off all. After the termi- 
nation of the civil war, the rajah Muda Hassiin 
made a ruinous bargain with the Chinese to allow 
them, on the payment of a yearly revenue of one 
real a man, to work gold at their pleasure. As the 
contract was fairly made, I felt bound, in all 
honour and fairness, to hold by it, though, from 
the fact of the sovereignty having subsequently 
passed into my own hands, I might probably, with 
some show of reason, have proclaimed my intention 
of modifying the arrangements previously made. 
These Chinese, in their very short-sighted policy, 
have themselves abrogated the contract by a breach 
of its stipulations, and 1 am right glad tliey have 
done so. In vain have I asked them ibr revenue. 
They promise, and perform not. They liave fair 
Avords, but evil thoughts — tlic pensieri stretti 
— for they imagine, if, by paying revenue, they 
give an impression of their success in procuring 
gold ore, tliat I sliall demand more and more. 

By the last agreement entered into on the fifth 
of Fel)ruary, it Avas stipulated that the tax should 
be ])aid for 200 men in Hat. months, though 1 felt 
convinced that the “ Celestials” amounted in reality 
to doLilde that number. Ihglit months have now 
passed; the same evasive answers to my demand 
for the payment continue to l)c given, and it is 
evident they imagine tliat I am not suflicic iitly firm 
in my government to enforce the settlement of 
this branch of the ymblic revenue. The dreamers! 
I shall now call these gcaitlemen before, me, and 
(piietly explain that such dishonourable conduct 
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cannot be tolerated, and that I shall consider a non- 
compliance on their part with the terms of the 
agreement as most justly annulling the contract 
itself. I do not mean to quarrel with them, whilst 
at the same time I take advantage of tlieir roguery 
to free the country from so injurious a bargain. 
Doubtless, these Chinese will chuckle at the idea of 
jiaying nothing for the gold ore already extracted, 
and will try yet further their artful cunning. I 
must also endeavour to assume the “ volto sciolto” 
with the pensieri stretti ; but when 1 find myself 
a little better in tlie saddle, I shall most decidedly 
apply the spur, and make them pay a proper 
amount for their high privilege. If they still 
resist, I must then resort to extreme measures, 

Avhieh to me are always disagreeable. I must 
resume the land, and give it to true and honest 
men. 

The Cliinesc in this country seem to be the dregs 
of the human race. Falsehood is ever on their 
lips. When detected in villany they think it no 
shame ; crime is no disgrace, and successful im- 
posture a virtue. I have long discovered that with 
these pco[)le no plan of collecting revenue is so bad 
as reckoning by heads. When the census is to be 
taken, half the families disappear. They retreat to 
the jungle, play at hide and seek, and invariably 
succeed in giving in their mimber at one-half of 
the truth. 

October 'i?, The dulia has arrived from Sin- Oct. 23. 

gapore laden with goods for our rising market. 

£ 2 
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matters with the Linga Chiefs. I have compelled 
them to return three jars to a Santang Dyak, which 
they had forcibly taken from him with the usual 
promise of future jiayment, and I have also made 
them repay thirty reals Avhich they had under 
similar pretences borrowed from some Sibuyow 
Dyaks. 

Oct. 24. Oct.2A:. — Sevci'al arrivals to-day of chiefs from 
the distant rivers. Gave Jiudieiice to Abttng Gani 
from Kaluka, the Samarahan Pangava, and the 
Datu of Sarebas. 

At last I have made myself to a certain extent 
master of the politics of this piratical (juarter, and 
I think I may yet be able to induce some portion 
of the better class to relinquish their warlike 
pursuits, and to join our (jrairjiKj party. ]\Iy 
hopes luive been ever turned to the I)elief that, by 
patience and perseverance, the best part of the 
popidation might eventually deelare thernselvi's for 
us, and so neutralize the mischief that the evil- 
disposed may still contijuie to inflict on those 
immediately around them. Since Keppel’s campaign, 
now more than fifteen months ago, the river Sa- 
rebas lias been ruled (as of yore) by a Patingi, 
Bandar, and I.aksimana, and under these is I.,ela 
Wangsa, with another person of influence, named 
Abang Mansur. The jirineijial Dyaks are the 
Orang Kaya Pamancha, Balan, and Lingire. Of 
the Mahys the Bandar and Laksimana abide neai’ 
the mouth of the Ivcmbas, and these chiefs are our 
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friends, and moderately respectable. The influ- 
ential Pamancha and Lingire agree tolerably with 
these, and all have a glunmering of the benefit of 
regular commerce. This is my party — a party in 
favour, or at any rate not opposed to, a gradual 
reformation. 

Let me now describe the other party — the deter- 
mined opponents of every pacific policy, and the 
open advocates of violence and robbery. Jt consists 
of Datu Patingi, who resides at I>oHng on the 
main riner. lie is described as a weak and wicked 
man, who listens to the advice of Wangsa and 
Abang Mansur, and shares Avith them their ill- 
gotten spoils. These three men are known through- 
out their district as vicious and unprincipled, and 
are in alliance Avith Bulan the chief of the Liar. 
E\"ery sjiccics of Aullany is practised by these 
Avortliies on all persons they can get AATthin their 
clutches. Traders AAdio haA^e A’entured to resort to 
these villages lose their property under all sorts of 
jnxtences, and if importunate in demanding tlieir 
own, they lose their lives through the agency of 
Bulan and his Dyaks. Tliree instances of the 
kind have lately been reported to me : — One party 
of merchants to Avhoiu Wangsa Avas largely in- 
debted, Avas suddenly attacked ou his Avharf, and 
put to death. Abang Mansur disposed of another 
party of four, Avhose claims AA'^erc inconvenient ; and 
a third party Avas attacked, and after the loss of 
one or two, the remainder Avere too glad to escaj^e 
and abandon their debt. These atrocious Malay 

i: 3 
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rulers urge on the Dyaks to these attacks, and the 
Dyaks, so commanded, have no objection to a 
business which procures tliem the possession of a 
large stock of lieads. 'fhe only surprising pai't of 
the thing is, that traders should of their own free 
will place themselves within the grasp of such 
monsters in spite of all warning on the subject ; 
but the s])irit of gain is paramount, and I greatly 
fear that more extensive and oft-repeated failures 
and yet further loss of property and life must 
ensue before so ruinous a trade is altogetli#r aban- 
doned ; but that day must arrive, and the Lela 
Wangsa .and ]\Iansur will rue tlie hour in which 
they killed the goose Avith the golden egg. 1 feel 
that it is my duty to punish these persons at once, 
and 1 Avould do so had I the means, and Avould 
dri\e them entirely fi-om the frontier; but at 
pi’csent I am h.ampcred, and 1 must trust the Lak- 
simana, Pamancha, and Lingirc to prevent as much 
mischief as they can, and for this purpose I have 
furnished them with a letter calling upon all good 
men to support them, and to live at Tamb.'ik, under 
the penalty ot my dis])leasure, and of future punish- 
ment if they cast tlieir lot Avith the eA'il-doer. I 
really hope to form a nucleus of good out of my 
present materials, Avhich may ere long extend over 
the five ri\"ers. 

If th(! Pritish fjovernment Avould allow me to 
hoist a flag at Sarawak Avith the Pritish Union 
cantoned in it, Ave should then have the pro- 
tectioi' 1 ivfpiire, and (piite sufficient to induce 
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moderate capitalists to embark in tlie field, wlietlier 
in mining, planting, or trading. I am quite op- 
posed to any rash scheme which would put money 
into my own pockets, and leaving neither honour 
nor character behind, ruin the country I am so 
anxious to civilize, and turn out a bubble. A 
small company and moderate capital are enough at 
first, and from small beginnings we should so gra- 
dually advance, that at length a vast country, Avliose 
resources arc incalculable, would be surely deve- 
loj)ed ; but your vast schemes backed by millions 
never did, and never will, open a new country pro- 
perly. The one is a natural growth from the 
tender seedling to the noble monarch of the forest; 
the other the forced plant of the hot-house, the 
Prophet’s gourd running up to the sky, but 
withering as fast as it grew. 

Thus far had I written and had laid down my 
pen to indulge in meditation over my dreams ibr 
the future regeneration of the land, when 1 was 
reminded of its being the time to cross the river 
to the court-house. Sj)ccdily taking boat, I gained 
the wharf, and there 1 met Si Lingi, wlio had just 
arrived in hot haste from Sakarran, and was the 
bearer of a letter for me from Abang Kapi. 

The contents were important. I have already 
mentioned that I ordered the Dyaks to turn three 
sheriffs out of their river, whose ])iratical habits 
were incorrigible ; and it appears that at a council 
convened by all the chief men of that district, it was 
resolved, that my instructions should immediately 
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bo CMiTiecl out. Tlie tlirce slieriffs, however, luid, by 
the trcacliery of two Malays, received information 
of what was going forward, and hastily collecting 
a fleet of prahus, Avere preparing to resist. 

Lingi and a fcAV Malays started 1‘rom Sakarran 
the day before yesterday, and pulling night and 
day, arrived here at noon. To oppose tliis piratical 
excursion and to enforce my orders, the Balows 
liave collected their people at Linga, and to-inorroAV 
night I shall send off live boats from Sarawak to 
reinforce them, and Avith tlie prahus of the Laksi- 
mana and Lingire they Avill form a junction, and if 
practicable, push on at once for Sakarran and strike 
the pirates there. 

Our force Avill probably amount to twenty Balow 
Dyak lioats and six ^lalay boats Avell armed, Avhilst 
tlie adversary lias only lifteeii boats, manned by 
compulsion, Avitli mixed Dyaks. The force of 
these mixed Dyaks is in itself contenijitible, and 
Avould probably be able to do but little mischief; 
but the elfect upon the other Dyaks of dilferent 
tribes Avould be very injurious should tlie CAnl- 
disposed escajie Avitli impunity, Avherefore I act 
against them Avith vigour and celerity. On the 
other hand, it is most gratilVing to see that most 
of tliciti fire true to me iiiid to their woz’d. Su- 
kavraii zind Sareizas ai'c now iis houses divided 
simono'st themselves, jiud I sliall soon ascei’tain Avho 
jzre really my fi-iezids. Thei-c is zi just plea for 
puriishiii" the pi;oplc of Liar and Ssikurran who ai’o 
raising this pii-ate fleet. The death-warrant of 
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Dyiik piracy must be signed, orconinua'cc can never 
assume a steady character. 1 have written two 
letters — one to Abang Kapi, and the other to the 
Liiiga chiefs. They will be conveyed by Si Lingi 
this night, and contain the promise of a rein- 
forcement from Sarawak in a couple of days, to- 
gether with my approval of their intention of 
acting vigorously against the three sheriffs. 

(Jet. 2^), — Yesterday was a day of bustle and Oct.-i'). 
confusion, launching boats, collecting men, and dis- 
tributing arms and ammunition. I found out with 
regret that our chiefs had allowed their war-boats 
to rot, as they had depended on the sei'viees of our 
shi[>s of war; therefore on this occasion we could 
not turn out more than ten boats, three only of 
moderate size. Without my interposition T believe 
they would never have been ready; but by great 
exertion 1 managed to start tliem all by ten at 
night, just before which time the Orang Kaya of 
Lundu arrived from the interior, and having volun- 
teered to accompany the expedition, forthwith pro- 
ceeded with the i)ai’ty. 1 trust it may turn out 
well; that we may destroy the evil influence at 
work at Sakai’ran, and establish a party there 
which, if it cannot prevent piracy, will alwaj's 
inform us Avhen a fleet is collecting. Hupell and 
myself are now left tete-a-tete, a wonderful cir- 
cumstance at Sarawak. The country is still and 
bn.siness stiller — all thoughts turned to the result 
of the expedition. 

liiunday, Oct. 2G.- 'fhe last fortnight has witnessed Ort. '2fi. 
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a wolulei'ful improvement in my time of rising. 
Soon after daylight I may be seen roaming about 
the premises, then reading till breakfast-hour, 'J'his 
is a day of repose, and to me hoAV welcome. 

About mid-day a messenger arrived from Sheriff 
Jaffer, bringing the offering of a kid, in return for 
which T sent him six bundles of tea. lie had 
heard of the movements at Sakarran, and was much 
alarmed. Xews has reached me of our fleet being 
out of the river aiul steering together to the east- 
ward. 

I am very confident, yet at particular moments a 
rpialm comes over me. I half wish that 1 had 
gone myself, in spite of my oihnion that 1 ought 
not to be there. The old game is playing — the 
quiet part of the community is in terror — a big 
gun has been heard — 1 assure th(‘m that it is a 
ghost, or the working of their own imagination, and 
so allay tlunr apprehensions. 

\Ve have another importation of strangers; no 
less than thirty families have sought my pro- 
tection, flying from Pontiana, whither they had 
arrived from Santang, and thence here by sea. One 
of their boats is of the largest class, and has been 
bought by the Tumangong, at which 1 am rejoiced. 
We must really set to work and build half a dozen 
first-rate war boats, our own navy, in these jiiping 
times of peace, having been allowed to go to pieces. 

Orf. 27. — Last night a wild hog broke through 
the fence which protects my poultry from the 
denizens of the jungle, and carried off the flower 
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of my lately imported flock of geeBe. Confound 
his appetite. This morning Nakoda Duroup ar- 
rived from a trading voyage to Singapore and 
Tringani, and I am sorry to hear that he has not 
succeeded in obtaining a return cargo of sufficient 
value to repay his enterprising attempt. Shortly 
afterwards, the Y oung Queen also anchored off my 
jetty, and her captain tells me she is for sale. She 
is not pretty, and is otherwise an unlucky craft. 

She is the little schooner which fought her way 
out of the Coti lliver on the southern coast of 
llorneo, in JMr. ilurray’s unfortunate expedition, 
he being himself killed on l)oard. 

At broakliist a young prince in disguise paid me 
a visit, to i‘e((uest 1 would lend him money, wliich 
he would repay I'rom the revenue of his countr 5 ^ 

The story was not new and rather lame, so I 
made him a low bow, and walked him out of the 
room, believing that both the country and the 
revenue are the creations of a fertile imagination. 

There would, however, have been some little 
romance in the adventure, had not the distrulsed 
l)rincc been a partieularlj’ ill-looking vagabond, and 
unable to sustain the part he had taken. 

The Young Queen, on taking up her moorings, 
honoured me Avith a royal salute, illy fort could 
not return it, as all the cartriilges had been in 
rerpusition to supply ammunition to the expedi- 
tionary scpiadron. 

J^'ovember '2. — The Young Queen departed on Xov. -2. 
the 30th, and 1 am again almost alone, lleports 
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arc rife of battles fought and won, sometimes by 
one party, and then by the other ; but these 
rumours trouble me not. AVith moderate prudence 
those whom I have entrusted with the management 
of the operations Avill conduct it so as to insure 
future advantages in furtherance of the great object 
of trade, if their success is not at once complete 
and the wicked sheriffs overthrown. 

Last evening 1 received from a native a lovely 
creeper, in full blossom of abundant clusters of red 
and yellow flowers. TJiis would be a prize indeed 
in England ; but to secure its transit across half 
the globe is beyond the limits of hope. 
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THE SEA DYAKS. CAPTURE OF A MlHiDERER. — INTELLIGENCE 

FliOM SAKARRAN. SICKNESS OF MR. BROOKE. NATIVE MODE 

OF WARFARE. CATCH A CItOCODILE. METHOD OF SEIZING 

IT. DISCUSSION AS TO ITS DISPOSAL. PLUNDER OF A 

SAGO BOAT. — NEWS OF PANGERAN USOP’S DEATH. PROGRESS 

OF EVENTS AT BRUNE. ARRIVAL OF EMIGRANTS FROM SAMBAS. 

ANOTHER INFLUX OF STRANGERS. — GROWING J’ROSPEIHTY 

OF SARAWAK. — FOREKJN RELATIONS. VALUE OF DETACHED 

STATIONS. 

November 3 1 have liccn engaged in an in- 

qniry as to the state of provisions in the interior, ^ 
1 much regret to hear that tlie J3alows and Si- 
biiyows are this year badly off for rice, in con- 
sccpience of the Sakarran war, and the change of 
residence forced upon the latter tribe. These poor 
people come in small parties to borroAv a little 
money, and shoAv great caution in doing so, always 
asking Avheii and how it is to be repaid, and 
whether any interest is to be charged. The 
distress, however, is not pinching, for the men do 
not seem in bad condition, or reduced by Avant of 
food ; very unlike the positive famine ■whieh had 
crushed the hill Dyaks when I first received this 
goverinaoiit, with its cliarges and responsibility. 
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The dreadfully emaciated forms, the sunken eye, 
and distended stomach, spoke of extreme want and 
of misery in too legible characters. 

It is now consolatory to think that in three 
months the harvest Avill be ri[)C, until which 
period I must relieve the tribes to the best of my 
power. 

I have also received an account from Lama of 
the bad condition of the Sarambo tribe, which it 
appears is iiiteraally disorganised, disobedient to 
its chief, and some members of which I’ob and 
plunder their own people. The thieves have been 
discovered, tried, and condemned to pay a fine. 
They set the law at defiance, refuse to return the; 
stolen goods, and appeal to the decision of the 
sword. All parties now express their anxiety to 
wait for my 0 ])inion, and they declai’c themselves 
willing to send proper persons to arrange the set- 
tlement of their dispute's. 

The.sc unsouglit a[>[)lications arc of great import- 
ance. l>y a judicious interferenee in their internal 
affairs a great influence is obtained, and a prospect 
opened of improving their condition ; I must, how- 
ever, wait for more certain information, iuul must 
consult Datu Patingi, who holds Sarambo under 
me. 

The old Tumangoug amused me by many pro- 
fessions of his devotion and entire good faith ; but 
it is difficult to make an honest man of him in 
liis old age, or to expect he will walk straight. 1 
cannot allow him to interfere and disturb the sea- 
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coast ; but 1 shall ask the rajah Muda Hassini to 
put the Milikin Dyaks under his charge, and ob- 
serve how he manages them. They are a branch 
of the Sibuyows, originally discarded from the in- 
terior of Santang. 

This shows how circumstances scatter the tribes ; 
and in their present rude state the memory of 
their former locality is quickly lost, and their tra- 
ditions end after their customs have been abolished. 

Nov. 7 — Our fleet returned in safety, and Nov. 7. 
amidst the great i-ejoicings of the peo[)le, last even- 
ing, after an absence of thirteen days. I may 
briefly describe the proceedings, which have not 
been without interest to the whole of our com- 
munity. 

Having left Sarawak, as before described, on the 
24th ultimo, they arrived at Ilanting, in the river 
Linga, on the 27th. llei*e information was re- 
ceived from the llalow Dyaks, that they had at- 
tacked and defeated the [firatc fleet of eighteen 
boats, averaging a crew of thirty men each, with 
theii' own fleet of only fifteen boats. The ])iratc 
fleet was commanded by the sheriffs Amal Long, 

Abu Bakar, and the notorious Api Braga of Sa- 
karran, and was anchoi'cd in the small river of 
kSamong. 

The Balows came suddcidy upon them, beating 
their gongs and tatawals and tiring their Idas, 
which mameuvre was completely successful, as the 
pirates imagined that the whole Sarawak I’orcc was 
in the offing, and immediately deserted their boats, 



64 


HIE. beooke’s jouunal. 


[Chap. XXIV. 


1845. 


and fled into the jungle. They were pursued by 
the Balows, who killed five of them, and amongst 
the rest their chief, Api Braga. 

The whole fleet, with the property, arms, and 
ammunition, Avere captured, and the Balows re- 
turned in triumph to Baiitoug. The united force 
of these Dyaks and the Sarawak squadron noAV 
amounted to forty-five prahus, and the following 
day they jjroceeded up to Sakarran, where they 
met Abang Kapi, tlie Malay ruler of my apiwint- 
ment, and the D3’ak chiefs of note, and entered 
into a friendly compact Avith them for the general 
sujApression of jiiraey. Oasin, Avho is the most 
poAverful man in Sak.irran, Avent higher up the 
river in chase of the sheriffs, Avho had fled in this 
direction, but the rascals had crossed tlie oouiitiy 
to Sarebas, Avith their Avives and tinnilies, and are 
noAv Avith the Banglima Bajah. 

Thus a pirate flecit, the chiefs of Avliich boasted 
opeidy of tlie mischief they intended to do, Avas 
dispersed and captured, with the loss of the l)_yak 
leader, OAving to tiniel}’^ information brought doAvn 
by Si Lingi, a countiyinan of their oAvn, but op- 
posed to a continuance of jai’acy. 1 bclicAe Ave 
have noAV' secured a Avell-disposed ])art}', avIio AA'ill 
uhvays give me notice of any assembly of Avar- 
prahus for piratical purposes. Had Bingi not been 
oUr friend, the Balows Avould Iiave suffbi‘cd A'ery 
severel}', as tlay Avere scattered at their farms 
b(‘for(r the junction of the Ibrce from SaruAA'ak; 
confidence Avould have been shaken and punish- 
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inent difficult, whereas the hapi)y result of the 
combined movements of our allies has greatly 
strengthened the party favourable to good govern- 
ment. 

I was anxious to have made prisoners of the 
sheriffs, for with them lay the principal guilt and 
blame ; and I fear they Avill never be reclaimed. 
There Avas also another chief, named Si Gila (or 
Madman), one of the most desperate of these sea- 
robbei's. lie fell sick after the capture of the fleet, 
and, feeling that his end Avas near, sent for his 
sons and folloAvers, confessed that he had acted 
Avickcdly in making Avar against Gasin and Abong 
Kapi, and recommended them to send in their sub- 
mission, and live hoi\estly in their oavu ri\'er. Tavo 
days aftei'Avards Si Gila died, leaA’ing a bright 
example to Dyaks of future generations. This 
sudden change so beAvildered the natiA'es, that they 
declared 1 liad bedeviled liim Avith chai’ins un- 
knoAVn in their country. Tliere is a cui’ious su- 
perstition amongst these sea Dyaks, Avhich I may 
mentioji here. It is Acry similar to that Avhich 
obtains in a distinct of Celebes. Their doctor, or 
magician, or both combined, is a man set apart 
for that office, avIio is thereafter considered as a 
Avoinan. S/ic, or he, marries a husband, adopts 
children, dresses as a female, and lives amongst 
the Avomen, performing the domestic duties pe- 
culiar to the sex. The principal occupation is 
curing people by divers charms, driving aAvay the 
devil and evil spirits. It must be alloAved that the 
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gross superstition ; but the ceremonies attendant 
on it are in themselves inoffensive. A branch of 
a tree is fixed on the house; around it white 
cloth is wrapped, and near this spot the spathe 
of the betel or arcca tree is placed (the spathe 
being indispensable) ; then the people assemble, 
and with unseemly noises, rattling shells and beat- 
ing gongs, proclaim their joy and satisfaction. 
The office itself is called “ Manang,” and as no 
particular age is specified, the “Manang” being 
young or old, as chance may determine. The present 
occupier of this important post became so when 
quite a child, and he is now well stricken in years, 
and much respected by his tribe. There is de- 
cidedly something unpleasant to European ideas 
in the marriage of man with man, though I believe 
it to be solely an absurd superstition. Never- 
theless, the custom is not a good one, and is quite 
unknown amongst the hill Dyaks. '• 

The Orang Kaya Tumangong who accompanied 
the expedition to Sakarran has brought in a Dyak, 
named Harass, who will be immediately put upon 
his trial for murder. The depositions are before 
me, and the story as follows : — Two Dyaks of Si- 
takow, by name Harass and Siru, had been hired 
by a Chinaman to accompany him on a trading 
voyage up the Sarawak river to Signong, a large 
Dyak tribe in the interior. These Dyaks belonged 
to the Sambas government, their locality being in- 
land near the Lundu river. They proceeded as 
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far as the landing-place of Tubbia, where they 
stopped, and where Harass (dressed as a Malay) 
became acquainted with a young woman of the 
Tubbia tribe in whose company he remained till 
the following morning, when the Chinaman and 
his Dyak boatmen continued their voyage up the 
river. 

On arriving at Signong, the two Dyaks, Harass, 
and Siru, were discharged, and they immediately 
returned to Tubbia where the former renewed his 
intercourse Avith the young woman, and subse- 
quently came to the determination of CAitting her 
throat, and possessing himself of her head. Twice 
he was deterred from the murderous act by the in- 
terposition of his brother Dyak, but the third time 
he succeeded in slaying his victim, and immediately 
fled with his prize to his oAvn home accompanied by 
Siru. 

The tribes Avere not enemies, and if the history 
be true, the murder Avas a most cold-blooded and 
brutal act. Had he been on a Avar path and taken 
the head of an enemy, though that enemy Avere a 
Avoman, he, as a Dyak according to the Dyak code 
of morality, incurred no guilt ; but, on the contrary, 
if he tempted and deceived this woman and trea- 
cherously murdered her even as a Dyak, he Avould 
be considered guilty amongst Dyaks. A murder 
committed by a demi-savage, or rather the circum- 
stances attendant on it, require the deepest con- 
sideration, and the clearest evidence must be 
produced of guilt before such a man should be 
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1845, condemned. The prolonged life of a savage is not 
incompatible with the security of the community 
if those around him really believe that he will never 
commit another murder ; and it should always be 
clearly ascertained how far the Dyak himself be- 
lieved he was committing a crime. Sparc life if 
possible, and endeavour to teach a higher morality ; 
but justice must have its course, and it will be my 
duty to see that this wretch is fairly tried. 

Nov. 20 . Nov. 20. — Our latest intelligence from Sakarran 
is good, but the three sherifts still remain at Sa- 
robas where they are protected by the Panglima 
rajah. The Ilalows have requested my permission 
to pi'oceed by land and attack them in their place 
of retreat. This I have I’efused, but have sanc- 
tioned a recommencemeiit of hostilities if tlie she- 
riffs return to interfei’e with the ntov government 
now established. Several of the friendly chiefs 
have taken oath tluit they Avill never permit pi- 
ratical excursions to be made from the districts 
over which they rule, and liogs liavc been killed 
to make the vow binding. i\Iany others promise 
to visit me here shortly, and to cement the good 
understanding which is gradually rising between 
Sarawak and the distant rivers. 

Nov. 21 . ^ov. 21. — At last I am visited by sickness, and 
am confined to the house; it is accompanied by 
great lassitude. Various members of our circle arc 
absent in the interior, cither for amusement or in- 
formation, and are living amongst the wildest 
tribes in perfect security. 
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Nov. 22 T have bad accounts of Patingi Abdul- 

raman, of Siriki. His government, compared with 
that of his predecessor, was tolerable, but of late he 
has shown an inclination to join Avith the evil dis- 
posed of Sakarran and Sarcbas; and he allows 
their boats an outlet through his rivers to pirate 
upon the high seas ; lie has lately gone even be- 
yond this acquiescence and connivance at piracy 
by sending his OAvn Dyaks (the Kanowit trihc) to 
attack a quiet village at the entrance of the Palo. 
In this attack he Avas successful, and the people 
Avere carried into captivity. Siriki is a Malay go- 
vernment, and, being situated on tlie banks of a 
navigable river, is accessilde at any moment. 

1 must institute immediate inquiry as to the 
truth of these statements, and act, if necessary, 
or these fresh enemies to commerce and civilisation 
will destroy tlie labour of years. The mode of 
attack adopted by the KanoAAuts shoAVS the system 
of Avarfare of these barbarians. The first liouse 
attacked Avas of the largest size, built on piles. A 
body of four hundred men approached — no arms 
Avcrc used, not a spear Avas throAvn, or an arroAV 
sliot ; but the Dyaks, covered Avith their shields, 
crouching along the ground, sloAvly marched under 
the house, and commenced cutting and burning 
the posts. Tlie defenders, about fifty in number, 
with their Avives and children cast doAvn betAA^een 
the crevices of the bamboo floor, CA'ery implement 
they could collect, together Avith boiling Avater, but 
vain. Their fate sloAvly, but surely approached. 
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The fire and the steel did their work. The besiegers 
retreated. The house fell with a dreadful crash, and 
ten men Avere killed, and fifteen women and children 
captured, the remnant escaping into the jungle. 

Nov. 25. — The Chief of Palo is here, and con- 
finns the history detailed above. lie assures me 
that Patingi Abdulraman and Sherilf Sakarran are 
allied, and send out the Dyaks to pirate at sea. 

Palo is more than a hundred miles from hence, 
yet its head man, persecuted and trampled on by a 
stronger tribe, finds his Avay to Sarawak to seek for 
counsel, and to implore my protection. I must, 
however, be patient before acting, so far as it is 
possible. I always assure myself of facts. If ne- 
cessary, the patingi himself, and all the old govern- 
ment officers shall be deposed ; for, from the weak- 
ness of the central government at Prune, these 
people consider themselves almost independent, and 
carry on a predatory Avar Avithout reference to 
superior authority. 

A male crocodile Avas caught this morning, mea- 
suring fifteen feet four inches in length ; and it is 
astonishing how quiescent these animals are Avhen 
taken, allowing their feet to be fastened over their 
back, and a strong lashing put round the mouth 
without any resistance, and then brought doAvn, 
floated betAveen tAvo small canoes. When dragged 
out of the Avater to be killed, the monster only 
moved his tail gently backAvards and forwards. 
Yet when hungry, it is evident that he would attack 
both men and boats, for the bones of a poor felloAV 
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were found in his stomach. It is probable that 
these cold-blooded reptiles digest their food very 
slowly, and that one meal, which is a gorge, lasts 
them for some time, as is the case with the larger 
serpents ; othcnvise, if, like the dragon of old, he 
required a man or maid for breakfast, the demand 
Avould be a heavy drain on a small population. 
The thigh and leg bones of the Malay were perfect, 
and the feet had some portion of the flesh adhering 
to them, and Avere crushed into a roundish form, 
Avhilst the head Avas found separated at the joinings 
or processes. The poor man’s jacket and troAVsers 
Avere also found, which enabled the relatives to 
recognise his remains, and, from his having been 
a fisherman, it Avas probable that he Avas attacked 
Avhilst occupied Avith his lines. A Dyak of Sarambo, 
Avho Avas Avith him, must have been carried olF at 
the same time. 

The mode of taking the crocodile is curious. A 
monkey or a cat is attached to a stick as a bait, 
which the monster sucks doAAm lengthways, and 
Avhen the strain comes on, this gets across his throat. 
To the stick is attached by a coi'd a long rattan 
(cane), which floats on the surface of the Avater, and 
which the animal attempts to get rid of. In the 
vicinity of this floating bait, a dog is confined on a 
stage, beyond the ci’ocodile’s reach, in which miser- 
able position it is not surjirising that he should 
hoAvl somewhat lustily. The crocodile, attracted by 
this noise, approaches the spot with great caution, 
and the natives state that, if he encountered any 
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resistance when taking the bait, he would imme- 
diately retire without making a second attempt. 
When, however, he has swallowed it, which he does 
slowly, as he never suddenly tears the bait, he carries 
it to the shore, and it is sometimes two or three 
days before the long rattan is found, as he frequently 
takes it some distance, and secretes himself amongst 
the bushes and weeds of a small creek. Rather an 
amusing discussion arose amongst the natives as 
to the proper course of dealing with our captive 
monster, and as the question ajipcared to create 
considerable interest and much harmless fun, I 
encouraged them in the important debate. 

One party maintained that it was j^rojier to be- 
stow all praise and honour on the kingly brute, as 
lae was b\mse\? a xajab. amongst an\ma\s, and was 
now brought here to meet the rajah ; in short, that 
praise and flattery were agreeable to Iiiin, and would 
induce him to behave genteelly in my presence. 
The other party said, that it was very true that, on 
this occasion, rajah met rajah, but that the conse- 
quence of honouring and praising a captured cro- 
codile would be, that the crocodile community at 
large would become vain and unmanageable, and 
after hearing of the triumphant progress of their 
friend and relative, would take to the same courses 
with double industry, and every one eat his man for 
the sake of obtaining the like fame. 

Having maturely weighed the arguments on both 
sides, taking also into deep consideration the injury 
which so unwieldy a captive might do in roaming 
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over iny garden and grounds, followed by a host of 1845. 
admirers, I decided that he should be instantly 
killed without honours. He was despatched accord- 
ingly at the common landing-place on the opposite 
side of the river, his head severed from the trunk, 
and the body left exposed as a Avarning to all other 
crocodiles that may inhabit these waters. 

Nov. 26. — A Nakoda of Brunfe, wrecked a feAV nov. 26 . 
days ago at Sirhassan has arrived. His boat, laden 
with a rich cargo of sago, aa'rs pillaged by the na- 
tives. It will be a heavy loss to him, but I shall 
demand restitution from the Sirhassan authorities. 

This Nakoda also brings intelligence of the 
death of iiangeran Usoja and his brother pangeran 
Takub, the rebel princes, Avho it may be remem- 
bered, about four months ago, after the departure 
of the English squadron from Brunfe, suddenly at- 
tacked the capital, and Avere defeated by the forces 
under Muda Ilassiin and Budrudecn, and driven 
across the mountains. The government of Brune 
have certainly strengthened their position by the 
execution of these restless and bloodthirsty pan- 
gerans, Avhose lives had been one scene of strife 
and ambition, and Avhose attempts to overthrow 
the sultan, and place themselves on the throne, 
kept the better disposed classes in constant appre- 
hension ; Avhilst the Avorst portion of the community 
had an unfailing source for intrigue and false re- 
ports, by Avhich the Avhole frame-Avork of society 
was unhinged and disturbed. 

The pretensions of either party to the throne 
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Hassim scarcely disguised, nor did he ever lose an 
occasion of showing a contempt for his authority. 
To him nothing was a crime, and he was ever 
ready to strike as opportunities offered. 

The late arrangements made under the auspices of 
Sir Thomas Cochrane for the suppression of piracy 
and Christian slavery were odious to Usop -and his 
party, and his retention of the two slaves received 
from the great pirate-chief of Malludu, in defiance 
of the orders of Muda Ilassim, and his agreement 
with the Commander-in-Chief, showed that he knew 
no law but his own ungovernable will. Every effort 
was made by the rajah to conciliate and bring him 
over to the side of order, but in vain. After the 
departure of the squadron, he refused to accept the 
pardon for which he had iireviously asked, and 
which Muda Hassim had granted ; and when de- 
feated by Budrudeen, he fled to Kirnanis, a hun- 
dred miles distant; but being pursued by his con- 
queror, ho was captured and finally executed. 

Budrudeen now stands undisputed, de facto 
ruler of Brunc. The sultan is a mere cypher, 
without authority, and without will ; incapable of 
appreciating the value of a good minister ; and in- 
different as to what his character may be, he eats, 
drinks, cheats ; and with the head of a fool, pos- 
sesses the heart of a pirate ; whilst his natural 
roguery is checked by his timidity. No reliance 
can be placed upon his word, for he is a tool in the 
hands of the evil disposed around him, and would. 
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at any time, play the part of a villain, if it were not ^ 845 . 
for the fear of the punishment it might draw down 
upon him. A prince less good by nature than 
Muda Hassim would curb the dangerous power 
which the possession of the throne necessarily gives, 
and a great blessing it would be to the country ; 
but there is no probability of any thing of the sort 
being done, and his highness will be allowed to 
spin out the thread of his base existence and con- 
tinue his miserable intrigues. 

Last night I met a brother of the chief of Sare- 
bas, and some other Dyaks of that tribe, and ques- 
tioned them on their business. They said they 
came for trade, but I believe they are desirous of 
examining into the state of our little community 
here, and to make a report to the Orang Kaya, 
before he comes himself to meet me. They nibble 
and nibble at the bait of better government, and 
perhaps I shall catch them at last. A China boat 
has arrived, Avith thirty emigrants from Sambas, 

Avlio ask permission to settle liere. Captain Sing- 
song, the OAvner, reports, that he has a secret for 
turning antimony ore into silver. I think I see 
through the cunning of this celestial. Does he 
not aim at manufacturing bad money ? Fore- 
Avanied, however, is to be forearmed. Two years 
ago 1 should have been glad of this small influx 
of Chinese, but Avith extended experience, I by no 
means desire an increase of Chinese population, 
Avithout the means of ruling them Avith a rod of 
iron, for they are a people devoid of every feeling 
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rival no less than forty families have also come in 
from Pontiana. They are Malays, formerly of Po- 
mertan, and after wandering about in every direc- 
tion and being every where persecuted, at length 
seek an asylum hei'e. They shall find it. The 
rumour of there being one small spot of land, and 
that spot Sarawak, where the miserable and desti- 
tute of every race would find permission to live 
in jieace had reached these poor people wiicn far 
distant in the interior, and after much perseverance 
and weary travelling they gained the sea coast, 
and succeeded in finding their way to the mouth 
of the river. 

Nov. 27 . Nov. 27 — Another large importation of stran- 
gers. Foi’ty-eight persons in two boats, five only 
being men, the remainder Avornen and children of 
all ages. They complain of starvation, and apply 
to me for relief. The Avomcn state that their hus- 
bands are at Sarebas Avith another boat, endeavour- 
ing to procure rice, as they had formerly belonged 
to that country, and fought under the orders of 
the great pirate cliief. Sheriff Sahib. When he 
Avas defeated in Keppcl’s campaign, tliese families 
endured the greatest distress. They wandered to 
and fro, and sold their gold ornaments and ‘other 
articles to buy food, and noAv they have discovered 
* that hero they may dAvell in safety. It is the same 
story over again, and I must do Avhat I can for 
them, and so I haA'^e told them, and sent them away 
happier. 
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Captain Singsong visited me this morning with 1845. 
his smooth tongue and oily words. He spoke of 
thousands of Chinese ready to flock to the colony 
at my bidding, but not a word more of turning 
antimony into silver. I have very bad accounts of 
the Dyaks of the Rejang, who are sent out by Ab- 
dulraman to pirate on the seas. The villages on 
the coast are hai’asscd by continual attacks. Some 
time ago I wrote to this chief, and quietly, yet 
firmly, pointed out to him the folly of his proceed- 
ings, and warned him to bear in mind the fate of 
Sheriff Sahib. In spite of this I'cmonstrance he 
has again collected the Kanowit Dyaks, has fitted 
out a fleet which has been seen off Cape Datu, and, 
which consequently must have passed by the en- 
trance of the Saifiwak river, foianing a junction 
Avith some boats from the other streams. Really 
these gentlemen seem determined to rush headlong 
to destruction, and Avill yet oblige me to teach 
them that Dvo can play at the dangerous game 
of Avar. 

Dec. 12. — More than a fortnight has elapsed 
since I have been able to Avrite in my journal. I 
have been incessantly employed in arrangements 
for my large increase of population. Every thing 
in and about Sarawak is prospering, and content- 
ment, happiness, and plenty appear to reign in the 
province ; but I cannot speak so Avell of our foreign 
relations. Certain intelligence has been received 
that the three sheriffs already so often alluded to 
have again taken up their quarters in the Moarra 
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be out of their senses ; but this step will bring 
things to a crisis, and we shall be able to crush 
these vipers. A sharp stringent policy is required 
to correct the evil propensities of Sakarran and 
Sarebas. They must be again attacked and be 
taught by a strong hand to feel that their piratical 
habits will never again be tolerated or permitted, 
and that the sole advantages which a country 
derives from commerce, is not the ministration to 
their own greediness and rapacity. 

The Orang Kaya Pomancha, of Sarebas, is now 
with me — the dreaded and the brave, as he is 
termed by the natives. He is small, plain-looking, 
and old, with his left arm disabled, and his body 
scarred with spear wounds. I do not dislike the 
look of him, and of aU the chiefs of that river 1 
believe he is the most honest, and steers his course 
straight enough. He asked my permission to 
attack the Undop Dyaks. I replied that, if he did, 
I would assuredly attack Sarebas, for on what ac- 
count should he act hostilely against these people. 
Yet this barefaced application to carry destruction 
amongst an unoffending people is nothing com- 
pared to the want of faith, the treachery, the 
deceit, and intrigues of the Malays. I am most 
anxious that all classes, and every province :Rn(l 
district, should reap the advantages of my pacific 
policy and steady progress towards the development 
of the country ; yet how can it be accomplished, 
unless I succeed in training them to peaceful habits. 
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and can give them some sort of government which ^ 845 . 
shall correct by degrees the native character. It is 
absolutely necessary to punish as well as foster — 
to make myself feared as well as loved. I was 
accidentally reading Blackwood to-day, and I mark 
down the folloAving passage from an article on 
Ethiopia, which is applicable to this part of the 
world : — 

Insignificant stations on the coast to carry on 
a peddling traffic are beneath a manly and com- 
j^rehensive policy. We must penetrate the moun- 
tains, ascend the rivers, and reach the seats of 
sovereignty. We must, by a large but generous 
self-interest, combine the good, the knowledge, and 
the virtue of the population with our own ; and we 
must lay the foundations of our permanent influence 
over this fourth of the globe by showing that wc 
are the fittest to communicate the benefits and 
establish the example of civilized society.’^ 
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CHAP. XXV. 

NEW year’s day. — NEWS OF A FORMIDABLE FLEET OF FIRATES. 

CHANGE IN THE ASVECT OF AFFAIRS. SUPPRESSION OF 

PIRACY. ARRIVAL OP THE HAZARD. NEWS FROM BRUNE. 

— MASSACRE OF THE ROYAL FAMILY. — GUILT OF THE SULTAN. 

PROBABLE PROCEEDINGS OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. — 

THE BRUNE RIVER FORTIFIED. CRUIZE IN THE PHLEGETHON. 

— MR. Brooke’s reflections on the massacre at brun^.. 

conclusion of MR. BROOKE’s JOURNAL. — CAPTAIN MUNDY’s 

REMARKS. 

January 1846. — The hcav year came in mer- 
rily, and was hailed by English voices and English 
hearts; ay, and by English songs and Englisli 
toasts, and earnest were the wishes from all of us 
that we might meet here again on each succeeding 
new year. 

Then the middle of the day was welcomed with 
as showy and as curious a regatta as could be found 
or heard of in the annals of any land. Flags waved, 
banners floated to the breeze, and happy faces 
beamed Avith delight, Avhilst tlic SAvarthy sons of 
SaraAvak (as a novel Avriter Avould express him- 
self) contended for prizes in solid rupees. Never 
were boat races better contested, never did a people 
enjoy themselves more or behave better, and what 
we may have lacked in Avit and polish, Ave made up 
for in merriment and laughter. 

The New-year of Old England Avill, I trust, 
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henceforward be a day of rejoicing in Sarawak, — a 
festival to which the natives of every class may 
look forward with a happy feeling, — a small link in 
the chain of associations with Avhich I wish to bind 
them to my mode of goveimmcnt. Vet how dif- 
ferent is the New-year here from that of the land of 
my birth. Old England! dreary and chill is the 
season Avith you. In vain you deck the mansions 
of the rich or the hamlets of the poor Avith green 
leaves and red holly l)erries! In vain you endeavour 
to call forth the heart-felt burst of real enjoyment, 
or to bring out the cheerful expression and smiling 
look I The season in itself is melancholy and cold ; 
the elements are against you. The harsh, biting 
frost nips the half-starved cottager, and cramps the 
energies of the mass of the populace, and in v^ain 
you talk of blazing hearths except for the palace 
and the dAvellings of the Avcalthy. Here the sun 
brightly shines, — here is genial Avarmth and per- 
petual verdui’c. Are AA^e not then to be envied ? I 
should ansAA'or — Yes. And such, I belicA'c, Avould 

be the ansAver from the poor and the houseless of 
each Avintry land ; for this is the country for the 
destitute and forlorn ; this is the country for the 
tender and delicate. Such may not be the opinion 
of the rich and the jAOAverful, Avho, in the cheerful 
gloAv of the blazing fire, knoAv not the miseries of 
the AAuntry blast ; but for myself, rather let me bask 
m the sunshine of a tropical clime, than suffer the 
pinching frost of my oAvn dear native land, AAdiich, 
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though I love it well with all its faults, and it has 
many, has few more unconquerable than its cheer- 
less climate. 

Mai'cli 1. — In the midst of the general pi’osperity 
and increasing happiness of the tribes within the 
tei'ritory of Sariiivak, I have suddenly received in- 
formation that the Sakarran Dyaks have again been 
at sea with a force of seventy prahus, and not less 
than 1200 men, peqictrating many ravages, burning 
villages, carrying off the women and children into 
slavery, and laying waste the country, Avherever 
their arms could reach. 

Til is is ti’uly heart-rcufling. It was not to be 
expected, that tlic single attack made on tliis river 
by Keppel should totally eradicate, from amongst 
a numerous and warlike population, the deep-rooted 
and often-indulged habit of ])iracy; and although a 
slight advance has been made in detaching some of 
their chiefs from this evil coiu’se, I find that measures 
of kindness and conciliation are entirely thrown 
HAvay, and that it will be necessary to give these pi- 
rates another severe lesson, and to convince them that 
their haunts in the Sakarran I'iver cannot protect 
them from my own native fleet, when supported by 
the boats of the vessels of war on the station. 

I feel perfectly convinced that, if these people bo 
permitted to commit piracy with impunity, other 
communities, uoav checked, will speedily join them, 
and that in a few j'cars they Avill become dangerous, 
not only to the coasts of Borneo, but to the shores 
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of more distant settlements. If these warlike tribes 
shall ever get accustomed to the use of fire-arms, 
they will at once become a most formidable piratical 
force. How necessary is it, then, to inflict one or 
two severe lessons upon these constant disturbers 
of the public peace, and subsequently a moderate 
supervision of the conduct of the rulers of the 
Sakarran, Sarebas, and Siriki would probably ere 
long totally suppress piracy along the northern 
coast. 

According to the latest intelligence, these Sakar- 
rau pirates have selected a position, two or three 
miles above the place where Keppel stopped, and 
arc said to have made every preparation for defence 
ashore and afloat ; their war prahus are to be pre- 
ceded by fire rafts, Avhich the strong current is to 
cany down upon our boats, and a general attack 
upon our force is to be made during the confusion. 

Oaptain llodney jMundy is, at present, senior 
officer in the straits, and had intended to visit 
Sarawak in the course of this month, but I now 
hear, Avith great regret, that the disposition made 
by the admiral, in consequence of the Avar in India, 
Avill inevitably caivse him to postpone his visit. 

Whenever he does appear, there Avill be Avork for 
the ship, and I IniA'c no doubt that the Captain of 
the Iris Avill teach these gentry Avdiat it is to face 
the boats of the frigate. I have already ascertained 
that, by making a flank moA'ement up one of the 
small streams from the, main river, avc shall reach 
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184C. a position in rear of the pirates’ defences, and that, 
after a short march across the country, we shall 
be able to attack them from a quarter they little 
expected. 

Thus, in the midst of my peaceful avocations, 
am I obliged, once again, to turn my thoughts to 
the horrors of war. AVhat a train of rellection 
does not this necessity lead to ! Am I, then, I’eally 
fond of war? This is a question which I ask my- 
self. And I ansAver — “ Certainly ” — for what man 
is not ? And, indeed, Avhat else makes among my 
countrymen so many sailors and soldiers ? Hut if 
I ask myself Avhcthcr I am too fond of war (meaning 
thereby that I Avould sacrifice justice to gratify my 
pugnacious propensity), then my conscience and 
my entire conduct through life make me boldly 
reidy Avith a magnificent “ No,” for I truly feel 
that I am entitled to give this ansAver. 

There seems to me to be a contradictory sort of 
sentiment pervading a portion of the Jhiglish public, 
AAdiich it is difficult to comprehend. They parti- 
cularly desire to suppress piracy, but, Avhen active 
and intelligible means are put in operation to effect 
this purpose, they are horrified at the jtossibility 
of coercive measures being employed. What do 
they expect ? Do they really imagine that jfiracy 
is to be suppressed by argument or preaching ? 
Do they propose to appeal to the tender feelings of 
these head takers ? Is it by mild morality, moral 
maxims, Harvey’s Meditations, mesmeric influence. 
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ii problem of Euclid, or Aristotle’s Tmgic that they 
would overcome the difficulty and gain the dc- 
sii’able object of opening these waters to the peace- 
ful trader ? For my own part, I atn anxious and 
ready to listen patiently to any well-digested plan, 
but at the same time, I confess myself at a loss to 
discover any remedy for the deadly evil but the 
one which T have as yet successfully apjdied. 
J^hould there, however, be, in modern philosophy, 
any patent process for the prevention of piracy, I 
should be glad to be made accpiainted, as soon as 
possible, with its virtues and mode of application ; 
though I very much doubt, whether on the first 
experiment of its efficacy, moi'c innocent lives will 
not be sacrificed than guilty ones have been lost in 
the course of all our warlike measures on the coast 
of Borneo ; but, in sober truth, nothing but hard 
knocks can convert these pirates into honest people, 
and if the punishment of rogues is due to the 
better part of the community, the punishment of 
these ])iratical haunts is equally due to the peaceful 
inhabitants of numerous other rivers. Often do I 
reflect on what would be my position were I to 
adopt a doubtful line of policy. What Avould be 
the result ? Why, that whilst 1 w'as pi’eachiiig 
honesty to pirates, I should find the well-disposed, 
and most numerous body of tfie inhabitants, laugii- 
mg at my imbecility, or doubting the honesty of 
niy intentions ; and I should lose their confidence 
in the endeavour to perform the Herculean task of 
convincing people of the wickedness of a course of 
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life to AvliicU they huvc lioen led from earliest youth, 
and which they believe to be most conducive to 
their own self-interest. A^vay, then, with this 
false refinement, — this impracticable mode of 
action. It is a delusion. The desire of universal 
■philanthropy may be boundless, but it behoves us 
who are the practical workers of systems to be 
careful that we do not fall into the serious error of 
sacrificing the good in our efforts to convert the 
bad. It is our duty to try every thing by the hard 
reality. If we form the resolution of suppressing 
])iracy, we must make up our minds to punish 
pirates. AVc must make a broad distinction be- 
tween piracy and no piracy. We must take care 
of our liouest friends, and prove to them, tlie ad- 
vantages of honesty. We must leave an opening 
for amendment, and trust (whenever it is possible to 
adopt such a course) to the promises of reformation 
made by the pirate communities; but when oiua; 
these promises are duly understood, we must inllict 
])unishinent for every breach of them, and for 
every species of piracy, and we ought to iict with a 
perscvcraiu^c and a ra[)idity whicli would take 
away their breath. This has ever been my plan to 
the extent of my limited means, iind by this course 1 
have been able so to divide tlieso pirate communities, 
that the converted jiortion miglit rule, or at any 
rate might greatly inlluenct; those who liavc been 
wavering or may have continued dishonest. If the 
government require my opinion, they may have it 
unreservedly. I should say, — act with vigour, — 
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net because it is rhjlit to act. Do not for a moment 
draw back in alarm at tlie shadows of possible con- 
tingencies; and, judging the future by the past, I 
will venture to declare, that no very distant date 
would witness the extinction of piracy in this part 
of the J^astern world. 

April 1. — The arrival of the “ Hazard” two April i. 
days ago has brought me intelligence of a most 
melancholy catastrophe which has occurred in the 
city of Brune. The e.vact date of this atrocious 
act I know not, but it took place either in Decem- 
ber, last year, or in January of this year. I have 
had most heartrending details from one of the ])er- 
sonal and favourite servants of the pangcran 
liudrudeen, by name, J after, who lied from tlie 
city by order of the pangeran Muda, one of the 
surviving bi’others of the rajah Muda llassim, and 
took refuge on board her jMajesty’s ship. 

It ajipears, that the sultan, Omar Ali, after ap- 
})ointing the rajah Muda llassim his successor, 
under the title of sultan Aluda, resolved upon cut- 
ting off the whole family, on account of their 
fidelity to the engagements entered into with her 
Majesty’s government, which atrocious intention 
his highness was enabled to carry into effect on his 
faithful and virtuous relatives, owing to a large 
number of tlie ])angerans and chief men of Brune 
being still favourable to the piratical party. 

It is impossible for me to transcribe the indigna- 
tion which I feel at this almost unheard of butchery 
of every member of the royal family known to be 
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1846 . well-inclined to tlie British policy. This infamous 
act has sealed the most flagrant breach of treaty 
entered into with her Jlajesty’s government with 
the blood of the sultan’s nearest relatives, and his 
highness has now openly declared, that he is pre- 
pared to fire upon the British flag whenever it shall 
appear near the defences which he is erecting. 

Had this dreadful event arisen out of any source 
of internal struggle for sovereignty or power, how- 
ever much to be regretted, it Avould not have ren- 
dered me so miserable as this fearhd intelligence 
has now done. Surely her Majesty’s government 
will well consider the case. Tt is beyond a doubt 
that the treachery and bad faith of the sultan had 
resulted entirely from the fidelity of the rajah Muda 
Ilassim, and of Pangeran Budrudeen to their en- 
gagements, and the treaty entered into with the 
British authorities in these seas. Nor can I forget 
that these princes and their families returned to the 
capital, at the express invitation of the sultan, in 
her jMajesty’s ship Samarang, and were subse- 
quently reinstated in their former position, under 
the authority of a British naval officer. What 
other object can the sultan have in placing himself 
in a position of such decided hostility to the British 
government than a determination to have again 
recourse to the former atrocious system of piracy 
and murder. 

No less than thirteen of the members of the 
royal family have been massacred ; and that the 
vi(uous sovereign gave his consent, if he did not 
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directly order these murders, is clear on the face of 
the evidence before me. 

Had I the power I would myself destroy both 
the city and the sultan, or at least would depose 
him ; then, if possible, I would rescue the son of 
Muda Ilassim and his surviving brothers, and place 
them in a fresh locality, and commence de novo 
Avith a better government under my own supervision. 

Possibly her Majesty’s Government may decide 
cither on the punisliment or deposition of this 
traitor to his engagements, and this murderer of 
his family. Should it be so, it Avill be necessai’y to 
consider what then will be the next best course to 
pursue, — how yet to save the country from a return 
to its evil Avays. We cannot I'ccall the past, but if 
decisive measures arc speedily taken, the small rem- 
nant of the royal family, and others not implicated 
in the sultan’s guilt, may, under protection, bo 
formed into a government favourable to British in- 
terests, and to the interest of commerce generally; 
but one step is absolutely necessary to be taken — 
the British Government niust act decisively if they 
wish to retain a shadoAV of character Avith the inha- 
bitants of the Archipelago, or to suppi'ess pii*acy. 
Desultory efforts can do nothing, and I am sorry 
to say Ave have in part reaped the fruits of loirg 
delay. lIoAvever, to rail noAV is useless. ^ly object 
must be to repair. The loss of Budrudeen is iiT’c- 
parable to his country, and to me every thing as a 
friend ; yet, in a British poiiit of view, the massacre 
may be turned to advantage and be the means of 
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forming a government, a nominal government 
entirely at our command. 

If we take possession either of Labuan or of 
llalambangan this new settlement Avill ntti’act a 
large number of working classes in Brune, and at 
once o^icn that part of the country to the enterprise 
of the British merchant. Only act and with vigour, 
and every thing may yet be done. I am inclined 
to believe that tlie commandor-in-chicf will view 
the subject in the same light as 1 have done, for he 
has a personal knowledge of the intricate question 
of Borneo politics, and 1 am very certain from the 
known decision and character ol' Sir Thomas Coch- 
rane, that, should he concur in the opinion which 
I have expressed, he Avill act at once and vigor- 
ously against the atrocious sultan, and inflict upon 
him the punishment he really appears to have sought 
at his hands. Sir Thomas will surely consider that 
the fate of these fine princes has been drawn upon 
them solely through their connection with tlic 
English, and that the existing government at Brune 
has comidetely laid aside the mask, and shamefully 
broken all the solemn engagements entered into 
last year. For myself I feel confident that tlic 
sultan Avill now throw off all reserve, and that he 
will act against us in every Avay both opeidy and in 
secret. It behoves me, thei’efore, to be on my guard 
both to strengthen my position, and to counteract 
his treachery. 

The numerous duties of the commander-in-chicf 
on so extensive a station may per]ia])S render it out 
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of his power to undertake any operations in person is4(i. 
in this quarter, but any additional jiaval force 
upo7i the coast will now be of tlie greatest service. 

1 shall in the interim apply for one of the Honour- 
able Company’s steamers, with the object of visiting 
a few of the rivers, and so guard them against the 
contagion of liorneo. 

On- further inquiry 1 liear that they are fortifying 
the river, and that several nenv defences are in 
course of erection ; and fi-om the account which I 
liavc received from Captain Egerton of their pro- 
ceedings in that quarter, and of their well devised 
attempt to get him into their power, it appears 
certain tliat it only requires a European boat to 
make her appearance to be instantly tired upon. 

The first defences are on the island of Cherimon, 
and the great battery, which is admirably situated 
on the narrow Hat in the centre of the town, has 
also beeii armed with the large bi’ass gnnswliicli in 
my last visit were lying dismounted on the gi'omid. 

1 have received this report from Jailer. I have 
known him long and well, and he has shown a 
devotion to his master which does him high credit. 

I can write no more. Aly poor, poor fi-iends, ho-vV 
sad and melancholy has been your fate! never, 
never can 1 forget it. The regret, the indignation 
which 1 feel overpowers me. 

d/a?/ 2G The Iris may now be expected at any jruy 211 

moment, and I trust that Captain Alundy will bring 
one of the lion. Company’s steamers with him : it 
will be pi’eferable that the vessel sliould be obtained 
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probability of her being employed on active service. 
I have written to him to propose this, and at the 
same time to acquaint him that in the event of his 
undertaking hostile measures against the Sakarran 
jurates, I should like to have as long a notice as 
jiossible, to allow of my collecting our native aux- 
iliaries, and to explain that, in a Dyak warfare in 
these rivers, these natives are very useful, and can 
follow up tlie impre.ssion made further than we 
could do ourselves. 

If Captain ^lundy’s operations should include an 
attack on Brun^, it would be a great thing. Two 
corvettes, a brig and steamer, with the boats of the 
Iris, Avoidd tidcc the capital, as ships of Avar of light 
draft might get up to the forts Avith a little manage- 
ment. ]\Iy gun-boat might idso be ready prepared, 
and would, on occasion, make a tender for the 
frigate. 

About a fortnight iigo I I’eturned from a cruize 
in the Honourable Company’s steiimer i’hlcgethon, 
Avhich vessel, Avith his usual kindness and proni])- 
titude, the Governor of Singapore despatched to my 
aid immediately on receiving my application. 1 
have visited several rivers, jind purpose visiting 
several more to prevent these communities folloAving 
the sultan’s example Avhether for murder or piracy. 
They are utterly disa/Fected tOAvai’ds Brune, and 
highly condemn the act: the sultan has, indeed, 
fcAV Avell-Avishers. During my absence I find that 
the Sarnarang has been here, and I learn, through 
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a letter from Sir Edward Belcher, that the Illanun ^*^'^**' 
pirates are in full activity to the northward. 

Forty Illanun war prahus are in the neighbourhood 
of Bruno, but whether to attack it or whether to 
assist, anticipating an assault from the English, 
does not seem clear. This information, however, 
confirms my Avorst fears. Brunc, it is now certain, 
will either fall before these pirates, or itself become 
a nest of them Avith the sultan at the head. Either 
Avay hoAV disgraceful this Avill be, and Avhat Avill 
tlie natives think of the Englisli name? What 
influence or character can avc have, or can Ave 
deserve to have, if avc allow this Avi'ctehed govern- 
ment to break CA’ery engagement, and Avith im- 
punity to murder those Avho at the risk of life have 
been resolute in keeping faithfully the treaty? 

1 maintain that the sultan has virtually proclaimed 
himself a pirate by this act. lie has ')imrdcred our 
friends^ the faithfid friends of her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, because theij icere our friends^ and for no 
other reason. 1 cannot think of these horrors Avith 
patience, and 1 haA'c no vessel, no means of pro- 
ceeding to the nortliAvard. 

Oh hoAV great is my grief and rage l * * * JXy 
friends ! — my most unhappy friends ! — all perished 
for their faithful adherence to us. Every man of 
ability, cA'cn of thought, in Borneo, is dead, — sa- 
crificed. * * * lint the British Government Avill 
surely act, and if not, — then let me remember, 

I am still at A\'ar Avith this traitor and mur- 
derer, — one more determined struggle, — one last 
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convulsive effort, — and, if it fail, Borneo, and 
all for which I have so long, so earnestly laboured, 

must be abandoned and '****« 
********* 


Here Mr. Brooke’s Journal alnniptly ends. How 
truly do those concluding lines stamp the man. 
“One last convulsive effort:” — noble and chivalrous 
resolve. Who will not com])rehend the self sa- 
crifice intended by that expression. Wlio will not 
sec, that, when once fully assui’cd that no assistance 
would be afforded by his governnuuit, Mr. Brooke 
Iiad formed the resolution of making, Avith his oavii 
resources, one desperate attem])t, “ one last con- 
vulsh-e cffbi't,” to rescue tlie son of jMuda Ilasshn, 
and the Avives and children of his murdered friends 
from thegrasj) of the relentless sultan ; but happily, 
at the moment these lines Avere penned, one of tlic 
divisions of Ihigland’s fleet, — of that fleet Avhosc 
liigh priAulegc and distinctiA'c character it is, “ to 
be the safeguard of our most gracious sovereign, 
and the security of such as pass on the seas on their 
hiAvful occasions,” — Avas rapidly approaching tlie 
shores of Borneo, under tlie immediate command of 
Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, Avdio, informed 
of the horrible massacres, had postponed his return 
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to Cbina, in order that he might repair, in person, 
to Sarawak, and offer his assistance and protection 
to his friend and fellow countryman. 

The subsequent proceedings of the commander- 
in-chief, in conjunction with Mr, Brooke, will be 
related in that portion of my own Journals Avhich 
iininediatcly follows, and, as the career of Mr. 
Jh*ooke will be traced tliroiigh many months of 
toil and anxiety, and the scene of his operations 
will now be extended to the extreme northern 
tnant of the coast of Borneo, and will embrace 
those combined operations which terminated in the 
defeat and submission of the sultan, the total de- 
sti’uction of the strong-holds of the Illanun pirates, 
and, finally, by tlie cession of the Island of J^abnan, 
Avitli its excellent harbour, to her i\rajesty\s 
government, 1 trust it will not be found altogether 
misplaced, as a sequel to those valuable Journals, 
which, as already stated, I shall ever cojisider 
myself highly privileged in having had the per- 
mission to present to the public. 


184G. 



96 


CAPI'AIN MUNDY’s journal. 


Chap. 1. 


1843. 


June. 


CAPTAIN MUNDY^S JOURNAL. 


CHAP. I. 

TITK IRIS OX TJIE AERfCAX COAST. — NEWS FROM ENdLAND. — 

‘MiORXEO ANO MR. imOOKE.’’ ISLAND OF ASCENSION. 

RETURN TO rORTSMOUTTL — SAIL FOR CHINA. — THE DIDO. 

THE IRIS and THE FRENCH .s(jUADRON. MONSOONS IN THE 

FORMOSA CHANNEL. — OPIUM CLIPPERS. AIM'OINTMENT TO 

THE straits’ station. VISIT SUMATRA. CANNIHALS. — 

SAIL FOR MADRAS. — (ALCUTTA. — MASSACRE OF MUDA 

IIASSIM AND OTHER MEMliF-US OF THE ROYAL FAMILY'. 

THE lilUTlSU S(jUAI)RON DFF SARAM’AK. — MEETTNii WlITl 
MR. P.ROOKK. — IHS PHILANTHROPK ’ MEASURES. — TOWN AND 
RESIDENCE. 

It was oai-ly in the inoiitli otMune in tlio year 1848, 
whilst I was in connnund of tlu“ soutlicrn division of 
the west Afidoan station, and ernizin^' in II. M. S. 
Iris, ofF the river Con«;o, tliut a vessel was reported 
standing in for the land. A slaver, a slaver! at 
last, Avas the cry between the decks of the frigate, 
as the hands Avere tu7’ned ujj, .sail quickly made, 
and a course sha{)cd in tlie direction of the stranger. 
Our hopes Avere doomed to speedy disappointnu'iit ; 
volumes of smoke pi'onounced her to be a steamer, 
and AA’C soon learned by telegraphic communi- 
cation, that she Avas in the service of her i\Ia- 
jesty, not laden certaiidy Avith the fruits of the 
odious slave trade, but freighted Avith live moiAths 
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mails direct from England ; and great riches indeed 
were these to men who had passed eight dreary 
months cruizing on this desolate shore, without 
news of home or of happy England, and without a 
single prize to vary the monotony of the scene. 

It was some days subsequent to the arrival of 
this most welcome vessel, whilst T was engaged in 
examining a few of the newspapers strcAvcd about 
my cabin in search of intelligence from the seat of 
war ill China, that my attention was arrested by 
a paragraph lieaded “ Borneo, and Air. Brooke.” 
I read it immediate!}', and the notice, though short, 
Avas so full of adventure and interest, that from 
this period I constantly found myself pondering 
over the jirobable results of his hazardous mission ; 
and 1 anxiously desired that the chances of foreign 
service might one day carry me out to the scene of 
Ills chivalrous undertaking. 

The Iris being at tliis time sickly, had been or- 
dered to proceed to Ascension, and on aiTiving at 
that volcanic cinder. Captain Foote gave immediate 
directions for a medical survey to be held on board. 

This Avas a trying and tedious business. Five 
surgeons, AA'itli their assistants, repaired on board 
the frig'ate, and the Avliole day Avas occupied in 
exaininiiiix into the state of liealth of tlie oilicers 
and ship’s company. Every person on tlic muster 
book had tlie lionour of u minute and separate in- 
ve.stigation from this conelave of meclieal gentlemen ; 
and the result proving that fever to a great extent 
raged in tive ship, and that it “ would be advisable 
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to amend her prophylactic condition” by a re- 
moval to a more salubiious part of the station, the 
commodore, in the exei’cise of a Sound discretion, 
gave me orders to proceed with all despatch to 
Portsmoutli, and on my arrival at that harbour we 
were forthwith paid off. 

I recommissioned the Iris when her repairs were 
completed, and, to my great satisfection, sailed for 
India and China, in February, 1844, and after some 
delay in the Kiver Plate, in consequence of the 
war in that quarter, I'oached Singapore in July, 

^ly first inquiry was relative to the state of 
affairs at Sarawak, and I learnt that the Dido, 
Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel, was daily cxpectctl 
in the straits cn I'oiitij for Borneo, and that active 
operations against the pirates were in contcm])la- 
tion, to aid which Lieutenant-Colonel Buttei’wortli, 
C. B., the Governor of Singa[)orc, had ottered tlie 
services of the steamer Phlegcthon. 

My orders ivere to proceed to Hong Kong, and 
sailing in company with a French squadron against 
a fresh south-ea.ster, I was furnished with a favour- 
able opportunity of showing the elliptical stern of 
the Iris to the FrenoJi envoy extraordinary to the 
Emperor of China, and to the commodore Avho con- 
veyed his Excellency in the Sirene, a fifty-gun 
frigate in high order, though she had not proved 
herself the “ excellent marcheur ” described by her 
officers on the day before the Fates ordained the 
trial of sailing. 

Fifteen months passed away, during which period 
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my cruizing ground was the coast of China, but 
ever and anon stirring news from Borneo was wafted 
to the shores of the Celestial Empire, and excited 
tlie deepest interest. The unequalled and extraor- 
dinary career of Mr. Brooke in that hitlierto inac- 
cessible quarter, and the many difficulties he had 
surmounted in his steady progress towards carrying 
out his self-imposed task of regenerating a bai'barous 
people, had now been proclaimed aloud by the Ori- 
ental press, and liad created a general feeling of 
admiration for his perseverance ; Avhilst the recent 
expedition of the Dido against the pirates, fol- 
lowed up by the advent of the commander-in- 
chief, Hear Admiral Sir 'fhomas Cochrane, in the 
Bay of Malludu, and subsequently by the battle 
fought in that river by the force under Captain 
Talbot, rendered the appointment to what was 
usually termed the “ Straits station,” the most de- 
sirable of the detached commands in the gift of the 
admiral . 

It was therefore with great pleasure that 1 
found, on my arrival at llong Kong, the Iris had 
been nominated for this duty. Every one on board 
was delighted at the idea of changing the eternal 
struggle against the adverse monsoons for the more 
exciting chances of a struggle Avith the Borneo 
pirates, and 1 may here remark that none but those 
Avho have been exposed to these Avinter monsoons, 
can form a conception of the dilliculties of icorkimj 
against them ; and both oHicers and men Avere not 
a little gratified at knowing the Iris to have been the 
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first frigate that had succeeded in beating throiigli 
the Formosa channel, in the height of the N. F. 
monsoon. 

Whilst on this subject, let me pay a just tri- 
bute of praise to the celebrated opium clippers. 
Built from the most improved models of every 
country, officered by men of nerve as Avell as talent, 
and manned principally by Asiatics, these vessels 
do lionour to tlic princely merchants who fit them 
out and employ them. Jri all weathers, and at all 
seasons, they are ready for work ; and the wonder- 
ful passages made by them, Avhen no other mci'chant 
vessels would attempt to put to sea, bear testimony 
to the energy and science of their commanders, as 
well as to the beauty and strength of their con- 
struction, The tleet of i\Ir. ]\Iatheson, the scpiadron 
of ^Ir. I)ent, and the smaller V('ssels of other great 
firms in China, challenge the admiration of every 
seaman. 

Having received on board two million of dollars, 
five months’ provisions, and eight months’ stores, 
tlie Iris left Hong Kong early in October, 1815, 
and aiicljored in Singaj^ore Bonds on tlie J.)th of Nov. 
Here I found a letter from Caj)tain the Hon. Hemy 
Keppel, announcing the arrival of the Dido in 
England after the quickest run on record from tlie 
Straits. To this I particularly allude, as my 
friend, divining the probal/ility of my succeeding 
him on this station, (‘Specially called my attention 
to the position of ]\Ir. Brooke at Sarawak, and 
urged irie to visit the coast of Borneo at the earliest 
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opportunity, and to give him that assistance which 
his then precarious situation might demand. I 
wrote immediately to the English rajali to an- 
nounce my appointment, and to beg that he would 
acquaint me Avith the state of affairs in his pro- 
vince, and say Avhen it Avould be desirable for the 
frigate to appear on the coast of Borneo. TIic 
communication with Sarawak Avas at this period 
kept up monthly by a trading schooner, Avhich, 
carrying over English goods to the natives, bz’ought 
hack antimony ore, and other productions of the 
ncAV settlement. 

Early in danuary, 1810, I received my first com- 
munication direct from Mr. Brooke, Avhich an- 
nounced tliat, altliough the country over Avliich he 
ruled Avas enjoying peace, the jAeople happy, and 
tlie town rapidly increasing in popvdation, the 
jiiratical tribes of Saivbas azid Sakarran Averc again 
ill moAX'inent, and Avonld probably in the spring 
make another attempt to destroy the rising com- 
merce of SaraAA'ak; he therefime suggested the pro- 
priety of my visiting the coast toAvards the end of 
March, by AA’liich time the intentions of the pirates 
Avould be more fully knoAA U. 

'flms Yirovkled with the op’u\loiAs and desires of 
iMr. Brooke, T put to sea fVir a cruize in the Straits 
of Malacca ; and after looking in at the dillerent 
ports of this peninsula, and also at those on the 
opposite shores of Sumatra, tunied the shi])’s head 
toAA'^ards Borneo in the middle of ]\Iarch ; but 1 can- 
not pass over my visit to one of the principal 
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native states of Sumatra, iiamccl Battu J^arra, 
without detailing a few particulars relative to the 
people in the interior of that di.strict being charged 
with the crime of cannibalism, as it will here- 
after appear, by extracts from the journals of 
Ml'. Brooke, that this subject had not escaped his 
inquiring mind, when he suddimly found himself at 
a thousand miles distance from this spot, amongst 
a barbarous race, also accused of indulging in this 
revolting propensity. 

The rajah of Battu Barra, named jMuven, is 
sixty-tivc years of age, and a Mohammedan. Ho 
informed me that no English man-of-war had ever 
visited the roadstead ; but that ten years ago, 
Mr. Bonham, when governor of Singapore, had 
landed at the town. The rajah then stated that 
the eastern branch of the river ivas navigable for 
boats for a three days’ journey, and llowed through 
the country of the Battas, with whom his .subjects 
traded in .salt and opium ; that the Battas still 
continued the custom of eating their fathers and 
mothers Avhen old, as ivell as their prisoners of 
war; and the Laksemana, or chief minister, added, 
that he had frequently seen these people devouring 
human beings alive, and several others at the audi- 
ence declared they had also Avitne.ssed the cere- 
mony. In justice to the rajah Muven, I must 
add, that he himself and those around him seemed 
to look with di.sgust on this horrid system of can- 
nibalism, and quickly changed the subject to the 
one ever uppermost in the minds of all independent 
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Eastern chieftains, namely, as to whether the Dutch 
were coming to take his country from him. 

On receiving the usual answer always ready pre- 
pared for this universal question, his spirits revived, 
and the interview terminated to the satisfaction 
of all parties. 

On the 14tliof March, whilst standing in towards 
the roads of Singapore, with the intention of taking 
in provisions with all desjiatch, in order to be off 
the river Sarawak at the appointed time, I observed 
a large ship getting under weigh, and the signal 
mate sooji after reported, tliat lie had made out the 
blue^^ at the mizen, and in ten minutes from that 
time we were within signal distance of the com- 
niander-in-chief. On going on ])oard the Agin- 
court, 1 lirst became acquainted witli the desperate 
struggle then going on in the Punjab, and learned 
from Sir Thomas (hjchrane, that in consequence 
of the state of aifairs in that quarter, he had 
determined to proceed with his hag-ship to India, 
and that he tliought it necessary to take the Iris 
with him. As 1 liad written to Mr. ]>rooke, assuring 
him he might rely on my being in Sarawak at the 
time he proposed, I greatly regretted the necessity 
of the cliangc in my destination ; but on the ad- 
mirars informing me that the Hazard was on the 
coast of Porneo, I sliaped my course once more 
through the Straits of ^lalacca in better heart than 
I otherwise should have done. 

After refitting at Trincomalec both ships pro- 
ceeded to Madras, and from thence I was despatched 
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1846. treasure to Calcutta. We liappenetl to reach 

the “ City of I’alaccs” a few days anterior to a 
grand ball wliicli Avas to bo given by the bachelors 
at llarrackpore, and as both otlicers and young 
gentlemen (the term applied to the youths who 
tenant the midshipmen’s berth) were anxious to 
accept .an invitation given generally to all on board 
the frigate, I made up a large party for the oc- 
casion, and fixed our sailing for the subsequent 
day. Unfortunately for the lovers of the dance, on 
the morning before the ball, the “ Calcutta Star,” 
in a second edition, gave the following important 
ncAVS from Borneo: — 

“ By the arrival of the Honourable Company’s 
steamer Tenasserim, from Uinang, Ave learn that 
the I’ajah Hilda Hassim, Budrudecn, 

and all the princes fiiA'ourable to the English policy, 
have been murdered by the orders of the sultan. 
]\rr. Brooke, besieged at SaraAvak by the forces of 
the sultan, had retired to his fort, and was in 
imminent danger.” 

The reader Avill easily believe that the perusal 
of tlie above few lines pronqited immediate inquiry 
on my part as to the truth of so stiirtling an an- 
nouncement, and on ascertaining that despatches 
from SaiTiAvak had been conveyed by the steamer to 
Sir Tliomas Cochrane at .Madras, J felt convinced 
from the knoAvn promptitude and decision of the 
commander-in-chief, tliat the Avar in India having 
so happily terminated, he Avould proceed Avithout 
loss of time to the coast of Borneo. 
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My own line of action was evident. I sent off 
expresses to Barrackpore, fourteen miles distant, to 
recall the officers already there, and applied at 
once to the government for a steamer to assist in 
getting the Iris into the offing, the wind blowing 
strong from the south-west. 

Sir Herbert Maddock, the acting governor, en- 
tered Avarmly into my views, and immediately 
ordered the assistance I had requested. I found 
he had been acquainted with Mr. Brooke in early 
days, and when T pointed out the neAVS])aper 
paragraph, he quaintly remarked, tliat if !Mr. Brooke 
Avere tlie .same man noAv as Avhen last he saAv him, 
he Avould die at his post sooner than give Avay an 
inch of ground. 

At dayliglit on tlio foIloAving morning, Ave Avere 
steaming doAvn the Hoogly, to the infinite disap- 
pointment of tlic juvenile portion of the officers, 
Avhosc interest in Borneo politics Avas, doubtless, not 
SLilfieiently keen to make them aliA’c to the neces- 
sity of relimpiishing the pleasures of the ball, Avheu 
the delay of a fcAV short hours Avould have intro- 
duced them to the fa.seinations of the seductiA'o 
polka. 

Marly the next day, the 8th of ^lay, Avith a gale 
from the S.W., so fresh that the Hon. Company s 
steamer enterprise Avas unable to steam out from 
Ivcdgeree to shoAV the soundings, the Iris got under 
Aveigh, and, Avith double-reefed topsails, and top- 
gallant-masts on deck, in charge of a cajiital 
pilot, succeeded in Avorkiqg out to the sand- 
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heads, and finally cleared the light-vessel the fol- 
lowing evening. 

Carrying a press of sail, we passed through the 
Andaman Islands on the 18th, and ancliorcd in the 
harbour of rinang on the 2r)th. The Agincourt 
had come in from Madras on the previous day ; 
and by the arrival of the Samarang, Captain 
Sir Edward Belcher, from Borneo, despatches had 
been received, confirming the horrible massacre of 
the royal family, but bringing, at the same time, 
the gratifying intelligence of tlie safety of Mr. 
Brooke. 

All attempts of the sultan to destroy him in his 
own province by foi’ce of arms, had been rendensd 
impossible by the opportune arrival of the Hazard, 
Commander Egerton ; and Lieutenant-Colonel But- 
tcrwoi'th had instantly sent off the Bhlegethon, to 
bo ready to act according to circumstances. 

By the SamaT'ang, I received a letter fi’om i\lr. 
Brooke, acquainting me with what had passed at 
Brunc, and giving me a hint that tin; services of 
the ship were much required. At tlio same time 
that tliis letter came to liand 1 also received a copy 
of Keppel’s work oji Borneo, or rathoi* tlic united 
Journals of Mr. Brooke and Captain K(q)pel, edited 
by my gallant friend and breffher officer, and ar- 
riving as they did so a propos^ I need hardly say 
I read them with double interest. 

Having been intimately acquainted with the cap- 
tain of the Dido for many years, and knowing well 
both his worth as a private friend and his merits 
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as an officer, I was well a-v^re that he was just the 1846. 
man to have been selected for any delicate and 
dangerous enterprise, and it therefore gave me real 
jdeasure to observe the high opinion which the 
English rajah entertained of his services through- 
out the period of their joint operations for the 
suppression of pii’acy. Nor was I less struck with 
the modesty with which the part which the 
officers and crew of the Dido performed, was de- 
scribed by the pen of my ardent-minded and active 
Iriend. 

On the 9th of flune the adinii'al left 1‘inang 
in the Agincourt, accompanied by the Iris and 
Spiteful steamer, and after taking in stores and 
provisions at Singapore, .sailed on the 18th of that 
month witli the s<piadron xinder liis command for 
bornco ; and having been joined by the Hazard 
in the China seas, anchored off the Sarawak river 
on the evening of the 2-tth. 

On the following day 1 was invited by Sir Thomas 
Cochrane to accompany him in the Phlegetlion to 
the town of Sarawiik, and by mid-day the steamer 
anchored off the mansion of Mr. llrooke. 

If the reader has regarded the date noted in tlie 
few lines at the commencement of this journal, it 
will be seen that exactly three years had passed 
away since the first glimmering of the adventurous 
career of 3Ir. Jlrooke had shot accidentally across 
niy mind, and now the moment had arrived when 
the aspirations of other days were to the, letter 
accomplished. 
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I stood on the spot rendered for ever memorable 
as tlie birthplace of that civilising inllucnce which 
an English gentleman, unaided and alone, had de- 
voted the best years of his life to inculcate and 
extend ; and 1 came to tliis spot with the corn- 
man der-in-cliief, wlio thoroughly appreciating the 
sacrifices made by the great philanthropist, and 
foreseeing the incalculable benefits which might 
yet arise to our own country from tlie extension 
of her commerce in tliis fertile region, had hastened 
from the shores of India to act with his srpiadrou 
should the case require it. 

j\Ir. Erooke, accompanied by ■Mr. ('rookshanks, 
Dr. Treacher, and ^Ir. !vup])ell, rec(‘ived us on the 
pier, and the necessary introductions over, we 
passed up the gravelled walk, redolent witli the 
perfume of innumerable jessamine triads now in full 
blossom, and forming a thick li(‘dge-roAV on (dther 
side, and entered the great verandah of the pic- 
turesque mansion. 

Here Ave delayed only a fcAV minutes to admire 
the novel and interesting scene before us, and then 
passed out into the garden beloAV, and uoav Avhilst 
i leave the commander-in-chief and the rajah be- 
neath tlie AV'elcomc shade of the floAving palms in 
earnest conv(n-sation, and together, settling the 
future destiny of the kingdom of liorneo Tropin', 

I will describe my lirst impr(‘ssions, and relate 
some particulars ot tlu; state of the province ol 
Sarawak at this date, tlie 24th day of June, 184G. 

The town itself, by the lowest computation, noAV 
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contained 12,000 inhabitants, including about 150 
Chinese, Avhilst before the supreme authority had 
been vested in Mr. Brooke, it was limited to a few 
mud huts with about 1500 persons, most of these 
being either the relatives or armed retainers of the 
native princes. 

What a change had been wrought in a few short 
years. 

The order had been issued by the English rajah 
tliat the persons and pi'operty of every race should 
henceforth be equally j)rotected, and that the 
wretched Dyak, hitherto the victim of the more 
enlightened Malay, should no longer be forced to 
yield for a nominal price the fruits of his daily 
toil ; and further to insure the practical working of 
this important measure, Mr. Brooke had himself 
visited the intei’ior, and pas.sed many weeks amidst 
the ■wildest horde.s, establishing confidence in every 
quarter, explaining the necessity of union amongst 
the various tribes themselves, Avithout Avhich it 
Avould be impossible for him to carry out the great 
object he had in \iew. Let them once show a 
spirit and a desire to act together, and he would 
throw aromid them the shield of his j)ower, and 
would take such steps as should ]»revent the ra- 
pacious enemies of the peaceful Dyak from again 
invading their homes for rapine or ])illage. Already 
has this earnest appeal been attended with success 
in several districts ; ancient family feuds have been 
quelled, animosities suppressed, and the first germs 
of a rational freedom instilled into their minds. 
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The new house built by Mr. Brooke, on the left 
bank of the river, is of wood, and erected, according 
to the custom of the country, on piles, at ten feet 
from the ground. The shape is rectangular, with 
the long frontage facing the stream, and a large 
verandah embracing the four sides. The saloon or 
hall of reception is forty feet long, and. adjoining 
this is the library, well stocked with literature, aiid 
with the latest pul)lications on geographical and 
scientific subjects. Two bed-rooms complete the 
arrangements of the interior of the mansion, which 
is of one story only, and surmounted by a lofty and 
sloping roof, formed from the leaves of the Nipu 
palm. The kitchen, offices, and bath rooms, are 
detached buildings at a few yards distant; and 
here also has lately been erected a neat little cot- 
tage, in Avdiich beds are prepared for those visitors, 
Avhom either duty or curiosity may bring within 
the range of the simple but cordial hosi)itality of 
the warm-hearted oAvner. 

After strolling about the grounds till evening 
set in, the whole party met again at dinner, and 
long before the cloth AA'as removed, the chairs, 
Avhich AATi’c arranged around the Avails of the room, 
Avere tenanted by the principal men of the toAvn, 
Avho presented themselves out of compliment to the 
“ Ilajah Laut,” or “ King of the Sea.” At a later 
period tAvo of the native rulers also made their 
appearance, and Avere provided Avith seats at the 
table close to .Mr. Brooke, and seemed most anxious 
in their inquiries about the intentions of the ad- 
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miral. Nothing, however, was made known beyond 1846. 
the report that the squadron would not delay off 
this part of the coast, and tliat Mr. Brooke would 
accompany the commander-in-chicf on board the 
Agincourt to-morrow, which information, though 
received with sincere regret by every native in the 
hall, was hailed with delight by the naval officers 
present, as it promised to be the forerunner of 
active measures on the coast. 

]Many of us, deeply interested in the graphic 
descriptions and romantic incidents, given without 
reserve by the gentlemen resident at Sarawak, 
remained till a late hour strolling round the ter- 
race, enjoying the refreshing coolness of the breeze, 
and listening to many a tale of Borneo adventure ; 
but as I hope to have other opportunities of ac- 
quiring a closer insight into the history of this 
novel Carthage, 1 will not, at so early a stage of 
my acquaintance with the English rajah and his 
enthusiastic associates, attempt to give any further 
description, either of the country or the people. 



112 


cArr. mundy’s journal. 


[Cbaf. IL 


1846. 


June 25. 


CHAP. IL 

STKAMINCt DOW THE SARAWAK. — FUGITIVES FROM IJRUNE. — 
rREFAIfATlONS FOR ITS DEFEXCE. EXTENT OF THE MASSA- 

CRE AT THE CAFITAL. — MR. RROOKE’s DEFARTURE FROM SA- 

RAM^VK. VISIT A DYAK VIULACJE. — SAIUIXG OF THE SQUADROX. 

— EXPEDITION UP THE REJANG. — PATINGI ARDULRAMAN’s 
HOUSE. — THE KANOMTr RIVER. RUINED VIULAGE SUR- 

PRIZE THE PIRATE SETTLEMENT OF KAXOMHT. — VISIT FROM 
THE CHIEF. — EXAMINATION OF THE HOUSES. — ACCIDENT 
TO THE STEAMER, — VILLAliE OF IGAN. — RETURN TO THE 
SQUADRON. — JAFFER’s EXAMINATION. — ACCOUNT OF THE 
liORNEO MASSACRE. — DEATH OF MUDA HASSIM AND PANGERAN 
BUDRUDEEN. — CONSPIRACY TO MURDER MR. BROOKE. — CHA- 
RACTER OF BUDRUDEEN. — ANCHOR OFF THE BRUXE RIVER. 


Jzme 25. 184G. — IiEAR-Admiral Sir Tlionias Cocli- 
rane and suite, accompanied liy ^Fr. Brooke, embarked 
on board the Phlcgetlion early in the morning, 
and we were soon under full jiower, steaming down 
the Sarawak. All Avere in high spirits on board, 
for though our cliief never gave the slight(‘st hint 
to those under his command, and the Engli.sh rajah, 
in his capacity of political ugimt, Avas ecpiidly re- 
served on the subject of the state of affairs in Bor- 
neo, yet the public A-oice was not silent, and avc 
kncAV that the sultan and his pangerans had boldly 
proclaimed, in the streets of Brune, that they had 
so strengthened the river defences, by staking the 
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channels and by the erection of forts, that they 
Avcre prepared to oppose by force any attempt 
made by the admiral to bring up his ships to the 
city. 

IMany natives, escaping in boats from the ty- 
ranny of the blood-thirsty myrmidons of the sultan, 
had sought refuge in Sarawak, and all reported 
that the piratical party were completely in the as- 
cendant ; and rumours were abroad of heavy bat- 
teries thrown up at the salient point of the river, 
and that the capital was put into a state of defence; 
5000 Avarriors Avere under arms to protect it, and a 
body-guard of 500 men about the pei’son of the 
soA’ereign. Such Avere the ju’ominent points of the 
information gathered ])y the officers from the 
loungers of the bazaar; and, alloAving much for 
exaggeration, it Avas suflieient to create a belief 
that there Avoidd be work to do. d'hen there 
Avas a steady I’eport of emissaries from the throne 
itself secretly prepared to put the English rajah 
to death, cither by force or poison, Avhilst further 
particulars had been i-eccived of the atrocities 
committed at llrune at the commencement of the 
year ; and instead of its being found that the 
Avholesale murder of so many members of the 
royal family had been exaggerated, the truth 
Avent far beyond the statement giA^cn in the fii’st 
account. 

Thirteen of the sultan’s rclativ’cs, and as many 
chiefs, inclined to encourage a friendly commu- 
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1846. nication with European nations, fell victims to this 
successful conspiracy, and a spirit of determined 
resistance to the progress of civilisation and of 
lawful commerce Avas reported to be the general 
topic of conversation amongst the Avarlike tribes to 
the northward. Hoav different a feeling reigned at 
Sarawak Avas indeed apparent on the morning of 
our departure. AVhen it became known that the 
rajah avus about to absent himself from his country, 
and to proceed Avnth tlie squadron to Brune, the 
greatest interest and anxiety Avas manifested by 
the population. The lioad men of every class and 
large numbers of Chinese, jMalays, and Dyaks as- 
sembled to bid him farcAA'cll, and as he stop[)ed into 
the boat and Ava\'cd his last adieus to his alfee- 
tionate subjects and to the feAV tried friends his 
OAvn countrymen, A\du) had so long shared his exile 
and his priA'ations, it Avas indeed a stirring spec- 
tacle, and evidenced in the strongest manner tlie 
popularity of his paternal government. 

About tAA’o miles from SaiTiAvak the Phlegetlion 
anchored, and our party visited a village of the 
SibuyoAV D^ aks, AA'hieh Avas situated at the distance 
of a fcAV hundred yards up a small creek, and com- 
pletely buried in the jungle. This Avas the lirst 
opportunity afforded me of seeing these intei'esting 
people. We took them quite by surprise; but 
JVIr. Brooke being Avith us, they seemed delighted to 
gratify our curiosity by shoAving us cA'cry part of 
the building ; hoAvever, as I slnill probably have fai’ 
better opportunities of observing their habits and 
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customs, I shall not attempt to describe my first 
impressions farther than by the remark, that the 
young women who were diligently employed in 
pounding rice in mortars of large dimensions, ap- 
poiii’ed highly good-humoured, and of pleasant 
countenances. They were small but remarkably 
well-shaped, and with limbs of delicate formation. 
Their hair, which Avas long and dark, Avas twisted 
up at the back of the head, the frontal arrangement 
being something lietAveen a braid and the costume 
a la (Tiinoisc. TTu'y Avore earrings apparently of a 
kind of mixed nu.'tal and of A^ery large size, but by 
no means a becoming ornament, being so dispro- 
portionate to their small and symmetrical figures. 
'ITic colour of their skins A\-as light broAvn, smooth, 
and glossy. TTiey Avere tiaked to the Avaist, around 
Avliich scA'cral coils of ornamental Avire Avere tightly 
Avound, and from this a cotton garment fell gracc- 
tidly to the knees. The men Avere of short stature, 
stoutly made, and nothing remarkable in their 
manner or a[)pearance. 

On the inner AA'all scvei’al human skulls AA'ere 
hanging confined in a net, but they appeared to 
liave been suspended there for a long period, and 
to have been (piitc neglected. Numerous fine chil- 
dren AA'ere plaj ing about the verandah, and looked 
upon us Avithout fear. At the side of the river 
I obsei’A’ed scA'cral large AV'ar prahus building, and 
was surjiriscd at the serviceable appearance of 
the ii’on tools Avith Avhich the shipAV'rights Avere 
working. 
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June 26. 


We regained the steamer after an hour’s absence, 
and, Avcighing again, immediately proceeded on 
our destination, and shortly after sunset. Sir Thomas 
Cochrane and ]\[r. Brooke Avere on board the Agin- 
court, and the captains all right in their respective 
shills. 

June 26. — At daylight the squadron got under 
Aveigh, and proceeded in order of sailing in tAVo 
columns to tlic nortliAA'ard, viz. ; — 

Aginconrt, 74, Caiitain Hope Johnstone, bearing 
the flag of Bear Admiral Sir Tliomas Cochrane, 
C. B. 

Iris, 26, Captain Rodney Hundy. 

Ringdove, 16, Commander Sir William Iloste, 
Bart. 

Hazard, 18, Commander I’.gerton. 

Royalist, 10, faeut. Beid. 

H. H. steam ship Spiteful, Commander Halt- 
land. 

H. C. steamer Rhlogethon, Hr. Ross, commander. 

The D.-t'dalus, 20, Captain H‘(^uhac, A\’ith the 
Honourable Company’s steamer Rluto, had been 
directed to join the squadron at Labuan, ami 
Avith this reinforcement the commander-in-chief 
Avould have a dispo-sable body for land service of 
230 marines, and 300 .seamen ; a force of so im- 
posing a nature .‘is to in.spire confidence of succes.s 
in any operation that might be riTpiii-ed, either 
by land or by Avater. ToAViird.s the evening the 
course Avas altered to the castAvard, and the en- 
trance of the Batang Lupar Avas just descernibic. 



CUAP. II.] 


EXPEmriON UP THE BEJANG. 


117 


The breeze continued light and favourable, and ^846. 
soon after midnight the soundings having gra- 
dually shoaled to ten fathoms the squadron an- 
chored. 

June 27. — When the day broke we observed the June 27. 
low land of Borneo to the soutliAvard of Cape Sirik, 
distant six or seven miles, the ships closely packed 
together, and rolling considerably in a ground 
swell. After breakfast, 1 received a note from the 
commandcr-in-chief, inviting mo to accompany him 
ill an expedition which he was about to make in 
the Phlegethon up the river Biyang, and to pre- 
pare for an absence of a few days. The object of 
this excursion was to visit the chiefs of the Dyak 
tribes of Hiriki and Kanowit, whose people had 
been lately at sea on a piratical cruise, and to warn 
them of the consecpienees of a continuance in such 
proceedings. 1 gladly accepted an oiler which pro- 
mised to lead to results so interesting, and forth- 
with rejiaired on board the steamer. The party 
consisted, besides our chief, of Mr. Brooke, Com- 
niaiuler IMaitland, Mr. Waller, the Admiral’s sec-re- 
tary, and myself. 

Orders had been given to Captain Johnstone to 
weigh w'ith the squadron, procceel round (’ape 
Sirik, and crui.se off the river igau till w'c rejoined ; 
while we ourselves, steaining away in the Phlege- 
tlion, by noon entered the mouth of a river supposed 
to be the Bcjaiig. The native fishermen lied in 
every direction as Ave approached the shore ; and. 
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184G. finding that the steamer could not discover any 
channel over the bur with more than six feet water, 
a boat was lowered and sent to sound, and endea- 
vour to open a communication. She shortly suc- 
ceeded in indiicijig one of tlie canoes to allow of a 
parley, and from this source learnt that the river 
Ave Avere oft’ Avas the lialoAvi, and that the Ilojang 
Avas four or five miles to tlie soutluvard. The gig 
returned Avith this information, and Avith a large 
supply of excellent fish, amongst Avhich the pomfret 
proved the best; and, altering our course, avc en- 
tered the great river at 3 r. ai., carrying four or 
five fathoms OA'er the bar. 

The stream is about four miles in breadth at 
tlie entrance, and about a mile Avide opposite the 
village of the same name, Avhieh is composed of 
a fcAV large liouses erected on lofty piles, all in a 
very dilapidated state. Here, after many assur- 
ances of personal safety, Ave prevailed uiion a fisher- 
man to act as pilot; ami, continuing our passage 
up the stream, anchored at dusk in the centre 
of a reach about half a mile wide, and clear of 
lofty trees. The depth Avas si.'ven fathoms, and 
our distance from the sea fourteen or lifteen miles. 
Thermometer 8.0*, and no annoyance from mus- 
quitoes or other insects. 

June 28 . June 28. — At .5 a. m. the day broke, ami avc 
recommenced our ascent, steaming at six or seven 
miles per hour. We reached Siriki, and anchored 
off the house of Fating! Abdulraman in the tbre- 
Siriki is situated in a small stream branch* 


noon. 



Chap. H.] 


DYAK MANSION. 


ing off the main river, and, at our anchoi’ago, there 
Avas barely space for the l*hlcgethon to swing. 

Our party landed immediately, and proceeded to 
the mansion of the chief. This strange building was 
the first Dyak house of great dimensions which I had 
seen, and was erected on a high mound at a hundred 
yards from the landing-place. I observed that the 
main foundation consisted of the trunk of a large 
straiglit tree, sawed off about twenty feet from the 
roots. Around this, piles of the same height had been 
driven into the earth ; and on the summit of these 
a Ijamboo jdutform was constructed, which formed 
the floor of the tenement. The roof Avas made 
from the leaf of the Xibong and other palms, and 
tlic rooms not more than six feet in height, the 
Avomen’s apartments being in the I'cai*. An im- 
mense concourse of these Avild people Avas assembled 
to meet us, and all Avei’e evidently afraid that our 
A'isit might lead to the destruction of the place; for 
the fact of the ships being at anchor off the Uejang 
Avas already spi'ead abroad, and the old chief him- 
self laid been long knoAAU as the friend of the 
pirati(;al party. 

The commander-in-ehief, liOAA^OAcr, being anxious 
to cari-y out, so far as it Avas possible, that pacific 
policy Avhich Avas so much in accordance Avith the 
views of Mr. IJrooke, contented himself Avith re- 
commending the patingi to abstain from Ins former 
piratical proceedings, and to keep his AA'ar-boats 
Avitliin the river. This ho solemnly protested ho 
Avould do ; and after Mr. llrooke, in an elocpient 
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June 29. 


speech, had communicated the intention of the ad- 
miral with respect to his coiiteinplated visit to the 
capital, we bade adieu to this picturesque spot, and, 
regaining the main stream, steamed on again to the 
eastward. The banks of the river were not re- 
markable for beauty. On the sand ridges, adjoining 
the mangroves, were seen numerous crocodiles, at 
several of which we practised with small arms ; 
and great was the astonishment of these huge 
monsters, ivhilst reiiosing in tranquil sleep, lialf 
immersed by their Avcight in their muddy beds, to 
receive as a first salute the contents of our rifles, 
followed up immediately by a round of grape and 
canister from the six-pounders amidship. 

After steaming, for thirteen hours, to the junc- 
tion of the Tgan and llejang, we anchoi’cd for the 
night, being then about eighty miles from the sea, 
and in the centre of the river, at this point about a 
mile in width. During the night tlic thermometer 
stood at 89°, and w'e all slept comfortably beneath 
the awning. 

June 29. — Under w'eigh again at daylight, and 
commenced steaming up the Kanuwit river, Avhich, 
from being about a mile wide Avhere it joins tlic 
Rejang and Igan, gradually decreases to about 
380 yards near Kanuwit village;, distant between 
forty and fifty miles. Our guides were highly 
delighted at the idea of the surprise which the 
appearance of our vessel Avould create amongst a 
tribe of wild men who had never seen an European, 
or heard of a smoke-ship, .and who were described 
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as a very cruel and wicked set. We passed several 
deserted and ruined villages, destroyed by these 
pirates, as against a gentle ebb we slowly ascended 
tlie river ; the scenery gradually improved, moun- 
tains being perceptible in the distance, and the 
jungle less impervious, with large trees to vary the 
monotony of constant low underwood. The durien 
and other fruit trees flourish here ; but I observed 
no signs of cultivation, though the natives arc 
reported to grow paddy and .sago in sufficient quan- 
tity for their own consumption. 

Shortly after noon our pilots pointed out the 
neck of land round which, in a small bay, was 
situated the village of Kanowit ; and above the 
trees we caught sight of numerous flags, and the 
matted roofs of houses. The admiral now ordered 
the steamer to be kept as close as possible to the 
overhanging palms ; and with our paddle-box just 
grazing their feathery branches, we shot rapidly 
round the point, and the surprise was complete ; 
so complete, indeed, that groups of matrons and 
maidens who, surrounded by numerous children, 
were disporting their sable forms in the silvery 
stream, and enjoying, under the shade of the lofty 
palms, its refreshing waters, had scarcely time to 
skreen themselves from the gaze of the bold in- 
truders on their sylvan retreat. 

It would be difficult to describe the horror and 
consternation of these wild Dyak ladies as the 
anchor of the Phlegethmi dropped from her bows 
into the centre of the little bay selected for their 
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bathing-ground. The first impression seemed to 
have stupificd both old and young, as they re- 
mained motionless with terror and astonishment. 
When conscious, however, of the terrible apparition 
before them, they set up a loud and simultaneous 
shriek, and, fleeing rapidly from the Avater, dragged 
cliildrenof all ages and sizes after tliem, and rushed 
up their lofty ladders for refuge : then Ave hoard 
the tom-tom beat to arms, and in every direction 
the Avarriors Avere observed putting on their wooden 
and Avoollen armour, and seeking their spears and 
sumpitans. 

In ten minutes all seemed ready for the fight, 
though evidently moi’e anxious to find the ex- 
traordinary stranger inclined for peace. Jilean- 
Avhile, the steamer SAvinging gradually to the young 
flood, and so draAving her stern Avithin a fcAV 
yards of the landing-place, brought into vicAV the 
Avholo of the under part of the floor of this immense 
building erected at the very brink of the stream ; 
for the piles on Avhich it was supported Avcrc forty 
feet in lieight, and although at this short distance, 
had these savages chosen to attack us, a fcAV of the 
spears and poisoned arroAvs might have reached our 
decks, it Avas evident that their oAvn nest thus 
raised in the air, though containing 300 desperate 
men, Avas entirely at our mercy. 

Our guides or pilots had hailed them from the mo- 
ment of our arrival, counselling them to desist from 
any aggressive act, telling them that the stiTingers 
Averc Avhite men from the West, Averc friendly, and 
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that the Great Sea Lord wished to receive a visit 
from the chief of the tribe, who might trust himself 
on board in safety ; but the fears of the people were 
too strong, and the chief not venturing to come 
forward, the admiral directed a white flag to be 
hoisted. After some little stir it was discovered 
tliat no flag of tins colour was in tlie Indian code, 
and as no white bunting could be found on board, 

1 had recourse to one of my linen sheets, which 
was quickly triced up at the fore, and its elFect 
seemed instantaneous. 

In a moment from the large verandah, and from 
every window, strips of white cloth were hung out, 
and amidst loud shouts of joy, the men rushed 
down the ladders, some bringing the flags Avith 
them, and others launching their canoes, pulled 
directly to the steamer Avithout apprehension. 

The chief, Avho Avas a very old man, Avith about 
thirty followers, then came on board. He Avas 
prolusely tattooed all over the body, and, like the 
rest of his savage crew, Avas a hideous object. 
The lobes of his ears liung nearly to his shoul- 
ders, and in them immense rings Avere fixed. 
Hound his Avaist. he AA^ore a girdle of rough bark 
AA'hich fell beloAV his knees, and on. his ancles large 
rings of various metals. With the exception of 
the Avaistcloth, he Avas perfectly naked. We kncAV 
that this old i*ascal and the Avhole tribe Avere pirates 
doAvnright and hereditary, and that, joined Avith the 
Siriki people, they had oidy a fcAv months ago com- 
mitted dreadful outrages on the coast, their most 



124 


CAPTAIN MUNDY's JOURNAL. [CiUP. 11. 


1846. recent amusement having been a descent on the 
village of Palo, which, after a brave defence by the 
inhabitants, had been totally destroyed. Palo, like 
Rejang, is, or rather was, a collection of houses 
built on the summit of immense piles forty feet 
from the ground, and, according to the information 
given us by our pilot, was inhabited by a race of 
Milanows, brave and accustomed to war. 

The invading force of tattooed warriors was, how- 
ever, too numerous to be long withstood, and the 
piles being eventually either hacked to pieces or 
burnt down, the lofty buildings fell Avith a crash 
to the ground, Avlien, with the exception of a fcAv 
able-bodied men, avIio may have escaped to the 
jungle, the Avhole tribe Avas made captive, and car- 
ried away in triumph to Kandwit. Tlie young and 
lovely of the Avomen Avere, of course, the greatest 
prizes, and as several appear to have been taken 
on this occasion, and the laAV of having only 
one Avifc seems to be in force in this quarter, 
Avc must suppose that many of the youthful 
KanoAvittians AAcre anxious to be provided Avith a 
foreign bride. 

Under the circumstances above detailed, it is not 
surprising that this horde of desperadoes Avas much 
alarmed at our presence, believing that their doom 
Avas sealed. The fame of Mr. Brooke had reached 
even this remote spot, 120 miles in the interior, 
and the atrocities committed at Brune by the 
sultan Avere also knoAvn, proving that a com- 
munication exists throughout the greater part of 
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Borneo Proper. The admiral gave the same advice 
to this man as he had done to the Chief of Siriki, 
and the same promises were made in return, of 
abstaining from piracy for the future. This chief 
was suifering from ophthalmia, and after the ter- 
mination of the audience, he was handed over to 
the surgeon, who rpiickly relieved him, and the 
octogenarian savage returned to his house in an 
extacy of delight. 

Having dismissed our visiters, we all landed, and 
some of us mounting the ladders of these extraor- 
dinary houses, pi-esented ourselves as objects of 
curiosity to the women and children. T was sur- 
prised to find the former as well clothed as the 
Chinese, .and rather good-looking. Their skins a 
dark brown, like the American Indians. The rooms 
were literally crowded with chikh’cn, who, after 
receiving a few presents, soon got accustomed to 
us, and danced around, and laughed heartily. 

1 could just stand upright in the room, and looking 
down at the scene below, might have fancied myself 
seated on the topmast cross-trees. Having traversed 
every part of the long gallery thus level with the 
summits of the trees, and distributed the few gifts 
we hud to bestow on the women and children, we 
turned our backs on the pendant human skulls, and 
retracing our steps to terra firma, immediately pro- 
ceeded to the Phlcgethon, Avhere Ave found perfect 
confidence established betAveen the creAV and the 
natives, and an active exchange of goods in opera- 
tion. Old tin “ preserve-pots ” and tobacco were 
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1846. the articles mostly prized by the Kanowittians, and 
were freely given for the primitive weapons of this 
warlike people. 

On an adjoining eminence stood a small build- 
ing, elaborately decorated with flags, Avhich Avas 
reported to be the tomb of one of their men re- 
noAvned in Avar, and Avhich appeared to be an 
object of much interest to Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
Avho examined it most minutely. 

After a tAVo houi's’ visit, avc commenced our 
descent of the I’iver, and anchored at dusk at the 
junction Ave had left in the morning. The day’s 
Avork ha(j been most interesting, and Ave also ascer- 
tained that the Phlcgethon might have proceeded 
about forty miles further inland, after Avhich ca- 
noes alone can ascend the river ; but Avhether there 
is Avater communication to any of the other large 
rivers Avhich run either to the south or south-eastern 
side of Borneo, avc could not satisfactorily ascertain, 
nor could Ave gain any positive infonnation as to 
the great lake of Kina-BaloAv, but ]\rr. Brooke is 
inclined to believe in its existence. 

June 30 . June 30. — At daylight avc commenced steaming 
down the Igan, mango trees and jungle close 
to the Avater’s edge, the genei'al character of the 
river being the same as the Rejang, and noAvhei'c 
any signs of cultivation. We saAV no crocodiles 
to-day. About one r.M., in rounding one of the 
points about eight miles above the village of Igan, 
Ave suddenly shoaled the Avater, and, before avc 
could stop the engine, shot into five feet, and 
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grounded. The stream-anchor Avas quickly laid 
out and hove on, but as the tide had fallen con- 
sidcrubly, all our efforts to get afloat were of no 
avail. It now became a question of patience for 
the next flood ; so steadying her with the boAver 
laid out in the middle of the stream, Ave Avent to 
dinner, haAung previously despatched one of the 
cutters out to sea, to endeavour to communicate 
Avith the squadron, and obtain assistance. In the 
meantime our position, jammed in amongst the 
Nipa palms, Avas exti'cmcly di.sagreeable ; the heat 
oppi'cssive, and the ship’s deck completely taken 
possession of by innumerable nmsquitos and sand- 
flies. The admiral, hoAVcver, retired to rest, punc- 
tual as cA^er to his hour, assuming a perfect 
indifference, if he did not feel it ; Avhilst Brooke, 
iMaitland, and myself perched ourselves on the 
paddle-box, and, endeavouring to drive aivay our 
tormentors by the “ vivifying Aveed,” discussed 
Borneo politics till morning’s eai’ly daAvn, Avhen 
Ave I’esigned ourselves to our planks, regardless of 
the enormous spiders, cockroaches, and occasional 
scorpions, Avhich, Avith myriads of ants, had 
been brought on board by our savage friends 
at KanoAvit, and noAV sought shelter under our 
lee. 

July 4. On the morning of the 1st, Ave hove juiy 4 . 

the Bhlegethon off as the tide rose, and, steaming 
doAvn the Igan, reached the village at eight. It 
Kfands on the right bank, about four miles from the 
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sea, and contains three thousand inhabitants, in- 
cluding three hundred fighting men. The children 
in the large verandahs facing the stream seemed 
innumerable, and, ■with the women, came out to see 
us pass. Flags were hoisted, and preparations 
made to receive the English rajah ; the chief and 
his gaudily dressed followers, with their large um- 
brellas and banners, being already at the landing- 
place wlien the steamer appeared abreast of the 
village. 

Tlie admiral, however, did not wish to com- 
municate, as IMr. Brooke had visited the place 
two months before, and had announced the deter- 
mination of the British Government with respect 
to j)iracy, and had also made agreements for having 
Avood cut for the steamers. In anotlier hour we 
Avere once more in the open sea, after a cruise of 
four days in tlie interior ; having entered, as Avill 
be seen by reference to the chart, on tin; Avestern 
shore through tlie Bejang, and got out again on tlie 
northern shore by the Tgan. 

Nothing Avas to be seen of tlie squadron on any 
part of the horizon ; but, just as avc Avere losing 
sight of the land, heavy guns Avere heard in the 
north-east quarter, and to that direction avc accord- 
ingly steered. The Aveather Avas perfect, and the 
sea smooth, Avith a light breeze favourable to our 
progi’ess tOAvards the Borneo river ; but, as yet, the 
treacherous sultan can hardly be aAvare of the for- 
midable force Avhich is gradually approaching his 
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Avicked capital; nor would his highness probably 
dream that, in so few months after the perpetration 
of his atrocious murders, the earnest appeal of the 
English rajah would be Avarmly responded to by 
the advent of the coramander-in-cbicf in person, to 
call both the sovereign and his ministers to account 
for the breach of faith, and of the treaty lately 
entered into with her Majesty’s Government. 

And noAv I Avill endeavour to narrate, in as con- 
cise a form as possible, the substance of a most 
affecting and interesting history. 

This forenoon Avas occupied Avith a strict ex- 
amination of Jaffer, the confidential servant of the 
murdered pangcran lludrudeen, Avho had been taken 
on lioard the Phlegethon at Sai-fiAvak for tliis pur- 
pose. Sir Thomas Coclirane Avas particularly de- 
sirous of hearing verbatim from this niiin the Avhole 
account of the assassination of the members of the 
royiil family, and therefore requested JMr. Brooke 
to take to his assistance the tAvo interpreters brought 
from Singapore, and to interrogate the Avitness in 
his ])reseuce. 

The young Boimean Avas therefore brought upon 
the quarter-deck of the steamer, and desired to 
relate circumstantially all that he kneAv personally 
relative to this horrible tragedy. 

Jatfer then stated, that on the arrival of II. M. S. 
Hazard at the entrance of the Borneo river, in the 
mouth of March, he proceeded on board that vessel 
by order of pangcran ^luda Moharacd, for the pur- 
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1846. pose of informing Captain Egerton of the events 
which had taken place, and to tell him from Muda 
Mohamed on no account to trust himself at the city, 
as, if he did so, his life would certainly be sacrificed, 
nearly all the royal family, friends to the English, 
having been killed ; and that the sultan was erecting 
forts to defend the river, and was determined to 
hold no further intercourse with Europeans. Jaffer 
further stated, that it was with great difficulty 
he had managed to escape from the city, and to 
reach the ship, and that he explained to Captain 
Egerton that he wished to remain on board the 
Hazard, and go on to Sarawak to see Mr. Brooke, 
such being the instructions Avhich he had received 
from pangeran Muda Mohamed, Avho, Avith tliree 
other brotliers, and a foAv children of Muda JIassim, 
alone survived the fatal night of the massacre. Jaf- 
fer continued his narrative by stating that the rajah 
Muda Hassirn, at the especial direction of the sove- 
reign, had assumed the title of muda, or young 
sultan, and had been declared heir to the thi'one ; 
and, to every appearance, Avas in high favour Avith 
his highness. 

The four brothers Avere at this time living in 
security in various parts of the city, quite unsus- 
picious of any conspiracy against them, Avhen sud- 
denly, in the dead of night, the houses of each of 
the princes, and other men of rank known to be 
favourable to the English policy and to the sup- 
pression of piracy, Avere attacked by orders from 
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the sultan, given under the royal signet, and thir- 
teen members of his own family — uncles, nephews, 
and cousins — were barbarously assassinated by this 
unnatural monster. JafFer, at the moment of the 
attack, was in attendance on his lord the pangeran 
Kudrudeen, and, with u few of his immediate fol- 
loAvers Avho happened to be in the house, made 
every exertion to repel the assailants. 

Por some time Budrudcen fougiit bravely at their 
head; but, taken completely by surprise, overpoAvered 
by numbers, and desperately Avounded, lie at last 
gave Avay, and, retiring by tlie Avomen’s apartments, 
escaped to a distant part of the building, accom- 
panied by his sister and by another young lady, 
all of Avhom Avere by this time aAvai’c, from the 
shouts and exclamations of the multitude, that 
Ihidrudecn Avas attacked by the authority of his 
OAvn uncle and sovereign, Avhom he had so long 
and faithfully served. 

On rejoining his lord, Jaflfer Avas directed to 
open a cask or barrel of gunpoAA'^dcr Avhich was 
found standing in the room. This order he imme- 
diately obeyed, and Availed his lord’s further com- 
mands. 

Pangeran Budrudeen then took a ring from his 
finger, and calling Jaffer to his presence, placed it 
in his hands Avith a last injunction to flee in haste 
to the sea, to endeavour to reach SariiAvak, and to 
convoy the ring to his friend Mr. Brooke as a dying 
memento of bis esteem, and to bid Mr. Brooke not 
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1846. to forget him, and to lay his case and the cause of 
his country before the Queen of England. 

Having received the ring, and faithfully promised 
to comply with these commands, Jaffer was or- 
dered to depart, and as soon as he had done so, his 
lord fired the gunpowder, and pangeran Budrudecn 
and the two women Averc instantly bloAvn up. 

(If Muda Ilassim’s death no circumstantial ac- 
count has yet reached me, but I introduce the fol- 
loAving brief narrative as related to Mr. Brooke : — 
“ Forty or fifty men surrounded the house of Muda 
Ilassim, and having set it on fire in several places, 
a general attack Avas made by those rutfians. Muda 
Ilassim, in the confusion of the first onset, effected 
his escape to the opposite side of the river, Avith 
several of his brothers, his Avife and children, and 
protected by the small body of his attendants ayIioiu 
he had hastily collected, Avas enabled for some time 
to defend himself against his enemies. Over- 
Avhelmed at last by the number of liis as.sailants, he 
Avas obliged to give Avay, and having lost all his 
guns, ammunition, and property, he found himself 
at the mercy of his op[)onents. Some of his bi’others 
had been shot, others Avounded, and no hope re- 
maining of safety except in the mercy of his sove- 
reign, he sent messages to beg that his life might 
be spared. This Avas peremptorily refused, and 
death being thus inevitable, he retreated to a boat 
Avhich chanced to be at the river’s side, and placing 
a quarter cask of gunpoAvder in the cabin, he 
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called to his surviving brothers and sons to enter, 1846. 
and immediately firing the train, the whole party 
were blown up. Muda llassim, however, was not 
killed by the explosion, but determined not to be 
taken alive, he terminated his existence by blowing 
out his brains with a pistol. 

“ JafFer, the servant of Budrudeen, with much 
difficulty effected his retreat and contrived to hide 
himself for several days in the city : at length 
he was discovered and brought before the sultan, 
who perceiving the ring on his finger, imme- 
diately took it from him and ordered him from 
his presence. JafFer then found an asylum with 
pangeran Muda Mohamed, the brother of Muda 
llassiin, who after being desperately wounded in 
several places, had saved his life by flight and been 
ultimately protected by the sidtan, his uncle. The 
sidtan had opeidy proclaimed that he had killed 
the rajah j\Iuda llassim, and the other members of 
the royal family, because they were the friends of 
the English, and were anxious to act up to the 
treaties, and to suppress piracy. His highness had 
also built forts and made no secret of liis determi- 
nation to oppose by force any attempt to approach 
the capital. On the arrival of the Hazard he had 
sent two pangerans down the river under the dis- 
guise of friends, bearing Muda Ilassim’s flag for 
the express purpose of inducing the captain to 
accompany them on shore, when they intended to 
kill him, and the people in the streets of Brune 
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1846. and In the bazaars talked loudly of cutting out 
any merchant vessel which might appear upon the 
coast. 

“ The sultan had also engaged a man to convey 
an order under the royal hand to pangeran Makota, 
to murder Mr. Brooke either by treachery or by 
poison, or if not able to accomplish this object, to 
excite the people of Sarawak to drive him out of 
the country.” 

Such are the particulars of this most abomi- 
nable tragedy. They agreed in every part Avitli 
the depositions made before the authorities at Sin- 
gapore ; and though subjected to a long cross- 
examination by the commander-in-chief and Mr. 
Brooke, JafFer maintained a dignified deportment, 
and gave his evidence with a manliness and good 
feeling that spoke volumes for the truthfulness of 
his melancholy history. Frequently, when relating 
in detail the cruelties of tliat fearful night, and the 
gallant bearing of his lord and master, he was 
completely overcome ; and seemed oppressed with 
renewed grief when obliged again to relate the 
circumstances of this great man’s noble and mag- 
nanimous death. 

Poor Budrudeen ! I had myself heard so much 
of him, of his noble character and immense supe- 
riority over all the other princes of Borneo, that, 
though ho had passed away from the scene before 
I had become acquainted with the stirring events 
acting on this new field for British enterprise, still 
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I was a willing listener to the anecdotes of his 
active life, which were given us by rajah Brooke 
as we steamed along the sea-board of this mag- 
}iificent country — a country which Brooke had 
fondly hoped, through the promised aid of Muda 
Ilassirn and Budrudeen, on some later day, to 
have restored to its ancient state of grandeur and 
prosperity. 

The opinion which Sir Thomas Cochrane had 
formed of Budrudeen was also most favourable. 
It appears that wlien the commander-in-chief an- 
chored off Brune, in the summer of last year, this 
prince, with four or five others, Avent on board 
the flag-ship, to pay a complimentary visit; and 
Sir Thomas informs me that he was particularly 
struck Avith the polished manner of Budrudeen on 
his first introduction. On being ushered into the 
cabin, he came forAvard Avith much dignity and 
composure, folloAvcd by the other princes ; and on 
the admii’al pointing out to him a seat, and in a 
manner endeavouring to conduct him to it, he 
took hold of the admiral’s hand, and insisted on 
leading him first to the ottoman, nor Avould he be 
seated till he had accoinj)lislied this object. Sir 
Thomas described to me, that he Avas both sur- 
prised and amused at this piece of gallantry, but 
Avas still more struck by the manner and grace 
Avith which he performed it, and by his Avhole sub- 
sequent deportment, Avhich, during a long inter- 
view, was marked by the same ease and gentleman- 
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1846. jyj-g bearing, and would have done credit to the 
most polished courtier of any age or country. Of 
Muda Ilassim Sir Thomas did not form so favour- 
able an impression, describing him as much inferior 
to Budrudecn, though more distinguished in ap- 
pearance than the other branches of the royal 
family. All were handsomely and Avell dressed ; 
and sliut out, as they must have been from their 
youth, from the civilised Avorld, it becomes a 
matter of astonishment whence such an attractive 
manner and good breeding could be derived. 

Having been present during the ivhole of Jaffer’s 
examination, it Avill readily be believed that I felt 
more than ever indignant at the inhuman bar- 
barity of the sultan, and could well enter into the 
feelings of Mr. Brooke, and conceive the cup of 
bitterness which he h.'id drunk Avhen he received 
from the faithful JafFer the account of the last 
moments of the noble Budrud(?en, and his dying 
assurances of an unchangeable atfection. 

The Avholc history appeared Avritten in the c]ia- 
racter of an Eastern tale, purposely croAvded Avitli 
horrors. It Avas difficult to believe in the reality 
of such scenes being enacted in these enlightened 
days, or to imagine that the story Avhicli had been 
listened to Avith such earnest attention by the com- 
mander-in-chief Avas not a romantic fiction, but a 
stern and undoubted fact. A stubborn fact, in- 
deed; the results arising from Avhich to European 
commerce in the Eastern seas none can foresee. 
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So uftdisguised and determined a breach of engage- 
iricnts with the British Government has been un- 
heard of in these days. It demands most prompt 
and decisive measures ; and though the responsi- 
bility of undertaking any hostile measures at so 
many thousands of miles from England is im- 
mense, yet the known firmness of character and 
determination of our admiral is an assurance 
that there will be work for the squadron, if ample 
reparation be not made by the sultan and his 
iifovernment. 

o 

At the close of the examination of Jaffer, we 
found ourselves within a few miles of the Agin- 
court, and the captains having rejoined their 
respective sliips, we bore away for the river Oya, 
it being the intention of the admiral to stand close 
along shore, to show the s({uadron to the astonished 
natives. The Iris was ordered to take the Phlegc- 
thon in tow, and a very unpleasant companion I 
found her ; for scarcely had she been secured than 
tlie Aveather became thick and rainy, and the 
breeze increasing to a fresh gale from the S.W. 
(juarter, brought up a considerable sea, and Avith 
dilficulty the tAvo ships Avere kept from contact. 
To add to the beauty of the position, Ave suddenly 
shoaled our Avatcr from fifteen to six fathoms, but 
hauling rapidly to the nortliAvard, soon deepened 
again, and at sunset last evening anchored otf 
Tanjong Barram in tAA^enty-tAVO fathoms. From 
the great inequality of the soundings, this is de- 
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cidedly a dangerous point to close with at night. 
From hence we sailed within a few miles of the 
coast towards Labuan, enjoying the prospect of the 
magnificent scenery, and this afternoon we an- 
chored off the extensive shoal of Moarra, at the 
entrance of the river Brune. 
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CHAP. HI. 

cnASK OF TRADING PRATIUS. — SQUvADRON ENTERS THE BORNEO 
RIVER. — LETTER FROM THE SULTAN. SCHEME OF TREACH- 
ERY. PLAN OF THE OPERATIONS AGAINST BRUNE. PRO- 
GRESS OF THE EXPEDITION. COMMENCEMENT OF HOSTI- 

LITIES. — THE enemy’s batteries. — CASUALTIES ON BOARD 
THE PHLEGETHON VALUE OP STEAMERS IN RIVER OPERA- 

TIONS. — THE CITY BATTERY SILENCED. — CAPTURE OF GUNS. 
— DESTRUCTION OF THE WORKS. — FALL OP BRUNi:. 


July 5. — Rain and heavy squalls during the day 1846. 
fi'oin the N.W. Mr. Elliot, the master of the Agin- ^ 
court, away sounding the passage across the bar, 
the admiral having decided to take the flag-ship 
into the river, if a channel could be found. In the 
afternoon live jirahus were seen, Avith reefed foresails 
set, endeavouring, under cover of a heavy squall, to 
pass from Labuan to the main. One of these Avas 
overtaken by the boats sent in chase, and brought 
in, but released immediately by the admiral, Avhen 
discovered to be a trading vessel. 

July Q. — At daylight the signal Avas made to July 6. 
Aveigh, and to proceed into the Borneo river. The 
Avind was light, and directly out. The Agincourt 
Avas taken in toAv by the Spiteful ; the Phlegethon 
going ahead to shoAV the soundings, and by eight, 

A. M., the commander-in-chief had the satisfaction 
of seeing his flag-ship securely anchored Avithin 
Moarra Island, having crossed the bar at the top of 



140 


CAPTAIN MVNDY’s JOURNAL. [Chap. Iff. 


1846. high-water, with twenty-seven feet on it, this depth 
extending over a space of a mile in width ; the Iris 
and the other vessels worked in, and all were 
moored by noon. The captains of the squadron 
dined with the admiral, and at the time we were 
assembled on board, a large prahu was seen coming 
down the river, decked with flags, apparently con- 
taining some men of rank, as two handsomely 
dressed individuals were seated under a large 
yellow damask umbrella, surrounded by numerous 
attendants. The prahu paddled boldly alongside 
the Agincourt, and the gentlemen came on deck, 
and having declared themselves to be pangerans, or 
princes, sent by the sultan to welcome the com- 
ma nder-in-chief, delivered a letter from his liigluiess, 
of which the following is a translation : — 


Translation. 

“ This letter is from sultan Omar Ali Seffcdiii, 
who is sitting upon the throne of the kingdom of 
Borneo and its dependencies, together Avith the 
nobilities belonging to the said kingdom, and all the 
rajahs under him. 

“ We are happy to learn that our friend James 
Brooke, Esq., has arrived, and in consequence Ave 
send a small boat to meet him. Pangeran ^luda 
Mohamed sends many compliments, and Avishes to 
state some particulars about * a ship Avhich lately 

* Alluding to the arrival of her Majesty’s ship Hazard, Commander 
Eger ton, in the preceding March. 
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came to Borneo. When the news arrived in the 1846. 
city, Avithin four or five hours afterwards the sultan 
ordered a boat with two pangerans, the chief of 
whom was pangeran Sora and pangeran ITassim. 

On arriving at the ship they met the captain, and 
on finishing their conversation Avith him, they re- 
quested leave to return, and the captain remarked, 

‘ At eight o’clock to-morroAv I shall come up and 
meet the sultan.’ 

“ The sultan was pleased to learn this, and Avaited 
tAvo days without the captain coming, therefore he 
sent a boat Avitli tAvo pangerans, Avith a present of a 
bullock and foAvls, and the provisions of the place. 

On arriving at the ship the captain Avould not re- 
ceive them, and ordered them to retire, not allow- 
ing them to approach. 

“ On their returning to the city the sultan re- 
ceived the ncAvs, and Avas very sorry, as Avas like- 
Avise the pangeran Muda Jfohamed, that the boats 
and presents of the svdtan had not been received. 

A folloAver of the pangei’an Budrudecn, by name 
Si Jalfcr, Avhom the pangeran Muda Mohamed 
Avished to detain, fled to tlie ship, and it Avas in 
consequence of this the c<aptain did not receive the 
boat, because he Avas very angry. The pangeran 
Muda Mohamed, Avith many compliments, requests 
our friend not to believe any thing Si Jafter may 
have stated. Even the sidtan himself, our friend, 
cannot believe, Avithout being certain of the facts 
from the other rajahs, the ministers and nakodahs, 
and the people in general. 
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“ With our compliments, we state our friend can 
consider the facts. 

(Seal of) “ Sultan Omar Ali. 

“ P anger AN Mumin. 

“ Pangeran Muda Mohamed.” 

Having read the letter, which was countersigned 
by pangerans Muda Mohamed and Mumin, Mr. 
Brooke proceeded to examine the bearers, and 
having strong grounds for believing that they were 
impostors, and not men of rank as they represented 
themselves, and understanding, moreover, that they 
were commanded by the sultan to deliver a mes- 
sage to the admiral, to the elFect, that though his 
Highness would be delighted to see him at the 
capital, he could not allow^Am to come up, attended 
by more than two small boats, Mr. Brooke re- 
commended that they should be detained on board. 
Tliis was accordingly done, and the arms and guns 
having been taken out of the prahu, she was se- 
cured astern for the night. It appeared evident to 
Mr. Brooke, that the whole proceeding was a 
scheme of the piratical party in power at Brune, to 
get the admiral to trust himself with a small force 
amongst them, and that it was a repetition of the 
treacherous attempt, made some months previously, 
to secure the person of Commander Egerton. The 
letter itself, was a mere string of unmeaning 
Oriental phrases, and the seal of Muda Mohamed, 
who was known to be friendly to the English, had 
probably been obtained by force. 



CiiAP. m.] PROCEEDINGS OF THE ADMIRAL. 143 

In the afternoon of this day, the admiral had 1846. 
visited the island of Cherimon, on which he found 
two large batteries not yet finished, and whilst ex- 
amining this position, the master completed the 
survey of the narrow channel abreast of it, and 
buoyed it off. The greatest depth in the channel, 
at high-water, was thirteen feet, but the bottom 
was soft mud, and hopes were, therefore, entertained 
of being able to get both the “ Spiteful” and 
“ Hazard” over, they drawing fourteen feet and a 
half. 

July 7. — This morning the captains of the July 7. 
squadron received the plan and details of the ope- 
rations to be undertaken against the city of Brune, 
should the sultan act hostilely against the steamers 
on their going up the river. My orders were to 
take the command of the gun-boats, seven in 
number, and manned by one hundred seamen. 

Soon after daylight the admiral shifted his flag to 
her Majesty’s steam- vessel Spiteful, and proceeded 
up the river, with the Hazard and Royalist in tow. 

The Spiteful had been lightened of every spare 
article on board, and, by admirable management, 
was forced through the mud, at full speed, over a 
space of a hundred yards, with two feet less water 
than she drew. The Royalist followed, but the 
Hazard, less fortunate in warping, took the edge of 
the shoal, the channel being scarcely thirty yards 
Avide, and remained hard and fast. 

In the afternoon the Phlegethon returned, bring- 
ing orders that the marines and the rest of the 
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party forming the expedition were to be embarked 
in that vessel at four the following morning, and to 
join the commander-in-chief with all despatch above 
the island of Cherimon, six miles distant. 

Captain Johnstone and Sir William Hoste dined 
with me to-day, and we warmly discussed the pro- 
babilities of peace or war ; and although Mr. Brooke 
had always stated that he believed the war and 
piratical party were ready and determined to resist 
us, under a false estimate of our real power, and an 
ecpially false idea of their own strength, I could 
hardly imagine that folly could go so far as to 
offer opposition to so large a foi’ce brought to the 
river by the commander-in-chief in person. I was 
sorry to find that ray friend Iloste would not ac- 
company us up the river ; his orders were, to take 
the station off Labuan, and to look out for the 
Dmdalus and Pluto, daily expected ; however, as 
the gallant commander had only recently joined 
the squadron from Ihigland, if one vessel must 
perform that duty, it was reasonable to expect 
that it would be allotted to the Bingdove. 1 may 
also add, that her draught of water, being fif- 
teen feet, was a decided drawback against her 
employment in river operations ; and in this par- 
ticular the advantage of such vessels as the Eu- 
ridice and Modeste, constructed on the plan of 
rear-admiral the honourable George Elliot, must 
be very apparent. 

Besides a document containing a statement of 
the particular duty assigned to each ship of the 
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squadron, the captains have also received from the ^846. 
commander-in-chief a programme of the general 
arrangements for the intended operations, which, 
being short, and drawn up with great perspicuity, 
cannot fail to be useful as a ready reference, if the 
forces of the sultan really intend to oppose our 
progress up the river. 

July 8 A fine bright morning. At four A. m. July a. 

Captain Hope Johnstone and myself embarked 
on board the Honourable Company’s steamer, 
Fhlegethon, taking with us the detachment of 
marines, under Captain Hawkins ; the rocket and 
field- piece party, and howitzers, under Lieutenant 
Paynter, assisted by Lieutenant Heath, with the 
seamen, small-arm men, under the immediate com- 
mand of Captain Johnstone, and the gun-boats of 
tlie squadron under my own orders. At thirty 
minutes' after seven we joined the commander- 
in-chief, inside the bar, off Chcrimon Island, and 
went on board her Majesty’s ship Spiteful to 
breakfast, at which time Ave received our final in- 
structions, * 

My orders were, to return to the Phlegethon and 
lead up the river to the city, distant twelve miles, 
taking the gun-boats in toAv, and to prepare for 
action. The rocket and field-piece party also re- 
mained in the Company’s steamer, and the following 

* All cndeiivours to get the Hazard oiF had proved ineffectual, and 
as we steamed through the narrow channel, she lay fixed on the sand, 
with half her copper out of water. 
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1846. arrangements AYere made, under the direction of 
Lieutenant Paynter. The rocket-tubes, twenty-four 
and twelve pounders, six in number, Avere fixed on 
the bridge connecting the jiaddle boxes, and the 
howitzers, and field-pieces forAvard, ready to act on 
cither boAV. All the marines and small-arm men 
AYcre on board the Spiteful and Royalist, the latter 
being in toAV of the steam frigate. The whole 
number of bayonets Avas six hundred, viz. : — 
marines, 200, — Agincourt’s seamen, 186, — Iris’s 
seamen, 64, — Hazard’s seamen, 50, — RingdoA^e’s, 
40, — Spiteful’s, 40, — Royalist’s, 20. . The boats to 
land the party Avere the Spiteful’s paddle-box boats, 
Avhich held 180 marines; Agincourt’s pinnace, and 
tAvo cutters ; Iris, tAvo cutters ; Ringdove, one cut- 
ter; Hazard, one cutter; Phlegctlion, four cutters. 

At half past nine, A. m., the signal Avas made to 
proceed, and aAvay avo Avent, telegrapliing the sound- 
ings. At ten Ave suddenly lessened the Avater to 
nine feet; the Spiteful, tAvo cables’ lengths astern, 
draAving fourteen feet six inches ; hoAVCA'er, she sliot 
out clear of the danger, and I sent my gig doAvn to 
keep sounding close under tlie large steamer’s boAV. 
At lialf past ten, at a short turning of the river, 
Avhich AYas here about half a mile AYidc, Ave got siglit 
of four batteries, two of Avhich Avere directly a-hcad, 
in a raking position, erected Avith much judgment, 
on a rising ground, Avhere the course of the river 
suddcidy changed at a riglit angle. The other tAVo 
batteries Avere Hanking ones, on either bank, but did 
not appear manned. 
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As we neared those a-head, the colours were 
hoisted (a chequered yellow and white flag), and 
the artillerymen, dressed in red, were observed 
standing, with lighted matches, ready for action. 
The river at this point was staked across, and Ave 
Avere anxiously sounding our Avay through the piles, 
Avhen the enemy’s fire opened at a distance of a 
thousand yai'ds. The shot, round and grape, 
passed betAveen our masts, over the vessel, and even 
beyond the Spiteful, but did not strike us. We 
immediately returned the compliment, Avith rockets 
and the pivot guns of the ship, the flaAnncsc creAV 
under that able officer, Mr. lloss, behaving admi- 
rably. After a quarter of an hour’s cannonade, I 
shoved off in the gun-boats, ordering I/ieuteiia,nt 
Patcy to pull for the shore and storm the batteries. 
Tliis Avas soon accomplished, for so true had been 
our fire from the steamer and gun-boats, that 
Avhat little courage or resolution the enemy might 
originally have possessed soon evaporated, and the 
gallant crcAvs luid no further difiiculty in forcing 
their Avay tlirough the embrasures tlian Avas j)re- 
Hcntcd by the naturally strong position of the 
batteries. They were erected on a precipice, about 
eighty or a hundred feet in height from the brink 
of the river, and the patliAvay leading up to them 
may be said to have been nearly perpendicular. 
The flag was captured, and a skirmish took place 
between the leading pai’ty of our force and the 
rear guard of the artillerymen as they escaped into 
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the jungle, ivhich, at a few hundred yards’ dis- 
tance, skirted the land-side of the forts. The ord- 
nance, three of which were brass, of great beauty, 
eighteen-pounders, with all the magazines and am- 
munition, were captured, without loss on our side. 
The guns, excepting those of brass, were spiked, 
and the magazines and ammunition destroyed; after 
Avhich, I Avas directed by the admiral to return to 
tlic I’hlegcthon, wliich I did forthivith, and after 
passing tivo other batteries, the steamers, Avith 
the Koyalist and gun-boats in toAV, anchored half 
a mile beloAV the city, and all hands Avent to 
dinner. 

At half past one the expedition Avas again in 
motion, an ebb tide of three knots rendering our 
advance very sIoav. As the ridegethon opened 
out round tlic point, the city batteiy, and the hill 
forts (the three together mounting eighteen guns), 
commenced firing. The fir.st .52-pound shot passed 
through the paddle box, breaking part of tlie Avheel, 
and, entering the galley amidship, killed the cook. 
This Avas IblloAved by shoAvers of grape and canister 
so well directed, that in the space of five minutes 
another man Avas killed and several Avouuded ; 
our return fire subsequently ujiset the enemy’s 
aim, and Ave pushed on Avithout farther loss. AVc 
again shoved off in the gunboats to attack the bat- 
teries at close quarters, but the Phlegethon’s fire 
had been a settler, and before aa'C could reach the 
shore the artillery men fled in every direction ; in- 
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deed nothing could be more contemptible than the 
defence made by these wretched Borneans ; ^ve had 
always understood that the Malays were a brave 
and determined race, and from the strength of their 
positions, the calibre and number of their guns, 
and the really efficient preparations which they had 
made, an average amount of courage would have 
greatly crippled our force before Ave could have 
reached the toAvn ; it is, however, jirobable that the 
rapid movement of the steamers directly at their 
forts, and the admirable arrangements made by 
the commandcr-in-chicf for securing the immediate 
landing of an imposing force under cover of the 
rockets and gun-boats, completely paralysed the 
enemy from the first moment of our advance; 
Avhereas if the steamers had been kept back, and 
tlic brigs and Koyalist, Avith the gun-boats had led 
the attack, it may be presumed that the enemy 
Avould have taken courage by the sloAvncss of our 
])rogress, and our loss Avoiild probably have been con- 
siderable before our oAvn batteries could have been 
brought into play. 

I may here observe that nine grape-shots entered 
the iron side of the Pldegethon, bcloAV the Avater- 
line, abreast of the foremast, and had that vessel 
not been divided into compartments, she Avould 
probably have been sunk. The amount of the 
damage Avas not ascertained till the Avater Avas 
above the loAVcr deck, and it Avas then discovered 
that the foremast compartment Avas full up to the 
liatclies. 

r. a 
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1846 . The navigation of the Borneo river is decidedly 
intricate, the soundings as well as the currents 
very irregular, and although the admiral had oc- 
cupied several days in surveying and buoying off 
the passages so as to leave nothing to chance, 
yet it was found vciy difficult to prevent the 
Spiteful being thrown uj)on the sands, particu- 
larly as slic rounded the sharp angle of the city 
reach, where the navigable breadth of the stream 
is scarcely fifty yards, and where she was so close 
to the shore as to sustain a fire of musketry from 
a party of the enemy -in ambush amongst the 
brushwood. 

As soon as the Sjiiteful and Royalist had taken 
up their berths abreast of the large battery a Jlimr 
d’eait, the marines were landed, and marched to 
occupy the heights above the sultan’s palace, the 
batteries on which had been silenced anti captured 
by the rocket and field-piece party under Lieut. 
Paynter. When I latided at the city battery T 
found it tinned with ten brass guns, of large ca- 
libre ; and I was ainu.scd at observing that the Avord 
“ Iris” had been chalked in large letters upon every 
one of these beautiful pieces of ordnance. If this 
innocent endeavour to shoAV that one of the crcAV 
of that ship had been first to enter the fortification 
were the work of one of the seamen, 1 give him 
credit for the quickness, and perhaps for the origi- 
nality of the idea. The guns Avcrc Spanish, and 
elaborately ornamented ; the longest measured four- 
teen feet six inches, cast in the time of Charles III. 



Chap. III.] DESTRUCTION OF RIVER BATTERIES. 


151 


of Spain, and was certainly the most beautiful spe- 
cimen of workmanship I had ever seen, and quite 
worthy of being transported to England. Whilst 
examining it with Brooke, he remarked that he 
should like to be able to present it to the Yacht 
Club at Cowes, and sec it placed on the terrace in 
front of the roads, — a good idea, and I hope to see 
it carried out. 

On reporting myself to the admiral, he expressed 
liimself satisfied with our pi'occcdings, and observ- 
ing that tlie batteries in our rear were aeain man- 

o o 

ned, he ordered me to drop down the river Avith 
the gun-boats to drive the people out, and destroy 
tlie defences. The performance of this service oc- 
cupied me five hours, but no further opposition 
was offered ; five batteries were only partially 
ruined, for 1 found tliat to destroy them completely 
wovdd have been the work of days from the great 
strength of their construction, uprights of immense 
piles having been firmly driven into the ground, 
and a parapet fifteen feet in Avidth formed between 
tlieni of solid earth, Avith substantial roofs above to 
protect them from rockets or musketry ; the iron 
guns Avere spiked, and thrown doAvn tlie preciiiiccs 
Avith broken trunnions, and the brass ordnance 
brought aAvay — so ended the 8th of July; thirty- 
nine pieces of cannon, mostly of large calibre, fell 
into our hands, nineteen of Avhich Avere brass. The 
sultan, his boa.sted army, and all the inhabitants 
had fled, not a native Avas to be found in tlie capital, 
and as the full moon rose over the desolate build- 
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1846. ings, she showed the Avhite tents of the marines 
encamped on the heights in strong relief against 
the dark jungle beyond, and at the same time 
thrcAV her rays over a city, which having flourished 
500 years under Mohamedan rule, noAV fell before 
the arms of a Christian power. 
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CHAP. IV. 

rLIGIlT OF THE SULTAN. — EXPEDITION IN PURSUIT OF HIS 

HIGHNESS. VILLAGE OF KABIHAN BATTU. DIFFICULTIES 

OF THE MARCH. CAPTURE OF A SIX-GUN BATTERY. 

RETURN -TO HEAD-QUARTERS. RECO^EMENCE THE EXPEDI- 
TION. ADVANCE INTO THE INTERIOR. VILLAGE OF PELONIJ. 

ENCAMP AT MALUT. REACH DAMUAN. FIND IT EVA- 
CUATED BY THE sultan’s FORCES. — DESTROY THE MA- 
GAZINES, AND BURN THE STOCKADE. ■— EXPEDITION REJOINS 

THE STEAMERS. INHABITANTS RETURN TO THE CITY. 

COMPLETE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE RIVER BATTERIES — 

CHARACTER OF HAJJI SAM AN. SIR THOMAS COCHRANE AND 

JMR. BROOKE DISCOI'ER A LARGE COAL-SEAM. SQUADRON - 

LEAVES THE BORNEO RIVER. ANCHORS AT LABUAN. 

PROCEED TO THE NORTHWARD. — VISIT BUNDU. — DANGEROUS 

POSITION OF THE SQUADRON. VISIT KIMANIS. MANKABONG. 

— A.-MBONG. — CAPTURE A PIRATE PRAIIU. DESTROY THE 

I’lRATE TOAVN OF TAMPASSUK. 

Jiiljl 9. — ■* l^iAiiLY in the morning Mr. Brooke re- 
ceived intelligence from some of the prisoners taken 
yesterday, that the sultan, with his body-guard of 
500 men, had retreated to the village of Damuan, 
Avhich was reported to be a strong post, about thirty 
miles from the capital, wliere his liighness was 
determined to make a stand, and fortify himself. I 
had previously been ordered to remain in the city, 
in command of the gun-boats, with a kind invitation 
from the admiral to live with him on board the 
Spiteful; but, on receiving this important intelli- 
gence, he immediately sent for me, and ofiered me 
the command of an expedition, to march into the 
interior and attack the sultan in his new position. 


184G. 


July 9. 



154 


CAPTAIN MUNDY’S JOURNAL. [Chap. IV. 


Mr. Brooke having volunteered to accompany me 
on this service, I felt more confidence in the result, 
as from his knowledge of the language, and firmness 
of character, he was sure to be most useful to me. 

The force to be placed under my orders consisted 
of IGO marines, under Captain Hawkins, .and 300 
seamen, Avith eight lieutenants, and a proportionate 
number of junior officers. After all the arrange- 
ments Avere completed, Sir Thomas Cochrane, at my 
special request, permitted Lieutenant Vansittart to 
ficcompany me as my aide-de-camp; and tlie first 
lieutenant of tlie Spiteful, Lieutenant Newland, to 
reinforce the seamen’s division Avith the small-arra 
men of that vessel, making altogether a body of 
nearly 500 men. 

All hands Avore in high spirits at the prospect of 
ii campaign in the interior, but the Aveatlier Avas 
most provokingly unpropitious, the raiji having 
fallen almost incessantly for fourteen days, so that 
it did not require much foresight to prophecy in 
Avhat stiite avc should find the country; still as tlic 
guides Avliich j\Ir. Brooke had procured assured 
him th.at the sultan and his large force had accom- 
plished their retreat to Damuan, Ave believed our 
party Avould not find the difficidtics insurmountable. 
'Ihc idea of an expedition into the interior of a 
country into Avhich no European had as yet 
penetr<ated Avas replete Avith excitement, and the 
hazardous nature of the undertaking, tlic prospect 
of an .active chase of the sult.an, and the hope of 
eventually running into him at his fortified post at 
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Damuan, excited a general feeling of enthusiasm 
amongst the officers and men composing the de- 
tachment. 

July 10 There had been heavy rain during 

the night, and heavy clouds still hung over the 
stream, -when at day-light the signal was made 
for the boats to rendezvous alongside the Phle- 
gethon, and shortly afterwards we commenced 
steaming up the river, having the gun-boats, nine- 
teen in number, in tow. The depth of water 
allowed us to reach some miles beyond the city, 
when, being in one fathom only, the force Avas re- 
moved from the Fhlegethon into the boats, and all 
being stowed aivay, Ave recommenced our ascent in 
tAVO divisions. The coinmandcr-in-chief noAV gave 
me his tinal instructions, and on taking leave placed 
in my hand his own pocket coinjmss, Avith the kind 
remark, that it might possibly be useful to me in 
tlie recesses of the jungle. 

Immediately after this our difficulties commenced. 

We entered a narroAV creek on the left bank, the 
boats making their Avay sloAvly amidst the intri- 
cacies of a Avinding stream, so narroAV as to keep 
our pioneers, of Avhich I had three cutters full 
under Lieutenant Heath, constantly at Avork cutting 
doAvn the trees Avhich obstructed our passage, and 
paddling, and tracking, and hauling to get a-hcad, 
almost dark from the thickness of the overhanging , 
jungle, and the heat oppressive ; but avc Avent 
cheerfully to AVork, and at last, after being seven 
hours at it, gained a landing, and the marching- 



156 


CAPTAIN MUNDY’S JOURNAL. [Cbap. IV. 


1846 . party disembarked. A body of marines, forty 
strong, under Lieutenant Alexander, Koyal Marine 
Artillery, formed the advanced guard, and having 
a company of pioneers attached to them, was imme- 
diately put in motion. Mr. Brooke, myself, and 
my aide-de-camp. Lieutenant Vansittart, with my 
coxswain and the interpreter, joined this division. 
Lhe two guides, each under charge of a sentry, 
pointed out the narrow path leading through the 
jungle, into which we plunged forthwith. After a 
Avalk of twenty minutes in Indian file, much to 
our surprise our guides informed us that we wei’e 
close to the village of Kabiran Battu, where Hajji 
Ilassiin, an adopted son of tlie sultan, and one of 
the chief enemies of the English, had fled after the 
capture of the city. 

On emerging I'rom the jungle I threw out flank- 
ing parties and surrounded the largest building, 
erected in the Dyak style, upon lofty piles driven 
into the ground. The house had been deserted' by 
the owners, but was full of ^•aluable property sc- 
cui’ed in massive chests, also arms and ammunition 
both for great guns and small arms, magazines and 
several tin cases of fine Dartford powder, all ready 
I'or removal. In the upper story, a man and wo- 
man were discovered secreted amongst the mats, 
and from them we learned that the whole property 
belonged to Hajji lla.ssim, who two days previously, 
on a requisition from the sultan, had joined his 
highness at Dam nan. Our .male prisoner next in- 
formed us, that th(;re was a battery in course of 
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erection, close at hand in the jungle, for the pro- 
tection of the causeway leading to the house. I 
therefore oi’dered Lieut. Mathews, who commanded 
the seamen of the Iris and Royalist to reconnoitre, 
and he shortly i-eturned with the report, that six 
jneccs of brass ordnance of considerable dimensions 
were raised on an adjoining eminence in readiness 
for mounting. These I took possession of, and de- 
livered over to the charge of Lieut. Patey, who, 
with a party from the gun boats, Avas to hold the 
village during our absence in tlic interior. 

This service completed, our little army once 
more commenced its march from Kabiran towards 
Damuan, the rain falling heavily, and before the 
rear-guard had cleared the village, avo entered a 
marshy SAvamp, having apparently a broad buffalo 
path across it, through Avhich aa-^c moved, knee deep 
in mud. As Ave sloAAdy advanced, the SAvainp 
gradually deepened, the men occasionally xip to 
their middles in AAaiter, floundering in the mud, 
and Avith difficulty keeping their ammunition dry. 
After struggling for an hour against so unpromising 
a road, and seeing in the distance no pros 2 )cct of 
rising ground, and, being moreoA-er, suspicious of 
our guides ; I informed J\Ir. Brooke of my detcr- 
iniimtion not to proceed further on that course, as I 
considered that under all the circumstances of our 
position, in an nnknoAvn country, and amidst hostile 
tribes, it Avould be imprudent to advance any dis- 
tance into such a morass. 1 conse(piently ordered 
a retreat on Kabiran, Avhere avc bivouacked for the 
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1846. 


July 11. 


night amidst myriads of musquitoes, and torrents of 
rain, which prevented all sleep either for officers or 
men. The sentries were posted, “ Victoria ” was 
the parole — the camp fires were lighted, and at 
any rate all were cheerful and looking forward with 
hope to better success on the morrow. 

It Avas, liOAvevcr, destined that the evening 
should not pass over Avithout some little amuse- 
ment, for suddenly there Avas a cry of fire at the 
other extremity of the building under Avhich avc 
had endeavoured to find shelter from the deluge, 
and in a very fcAV minutes a party of seamen Averc 
busily engaged on the summit of the roof detaching 
tlic layers of palm leaves, Avliilst seated crossed- 
leggcd at a gable end, T supei’intcnded the o])era- 
tions, having Avith much difficulty, by the assistance 
of my coxsAArfm, perched myself on the elevated pin- 
nacle, and in coat and epaulettes and cnveloj)ed in 
smoke I found the situation by no means agreeable. 
The fire aa^is got under in tAventy minutes, and Ave 
Avere again in re])ose. One of the officers AvIiilst 
Avoi’king on the roof, lost his footing, and sliding 
(loAAUi tlie slippery matting, fell into the verandali 
beloAv, but fortunately lighting on some soft mate- 
rials Avas not much injured. 

July 11. — The rain, Avhieh had not ceased to 
fall steadily during the Aveary night, suddenly 
stop})ed, and by seven o’clock Avas succeeded by 
the piei’cing rays of a Borneo sun. IVo divisions 
Avere soon in march, Avith orders to examine the 
country round for a more passable road, and Lieut. 
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Mathews, accompanied by my aide-de-camp, ad- ^846. 
vanced a few miles in a south-east direction, where 
they discovered a village ; but here the pathways 
were quite impassable, from the torrents of the 
preceding night ; and the guides Avere at the same 
time constant in their statements, by reference to 
the sun, that the town of Damuan was yet six 
hours distant. laeut. NcAvland and Lieut. Heath 
wei'c equally unsuccessful on the left flank ; and it 
being now evident that the passage across this part 
of the country Avas everywhere breast-high in 
Avatcr, I reluctantly gave up all hopes of i*eaching 
the sultan’s retreat by this route ; and, being con- 
vinced that my proper coui’se Avas to fall back upon 
head-quarters, and from thence to retrace our steps 
to the capital, Avdiere 1 might replenish provisions, 
and make a fresh start, I made knoAvn my opinion 
to j\Ir. Brooke, in Avhich he entirely coincided. 

After destroying the magazines and ammunition, 
and burning all the property of Hajji Hassim, and 
conveying the brass ordnance, comprising six guns 
of Spanish manufacture, and of great beauty, into 
the paddle-box boats, I re-embarked all my force, 
and regained the main stream late in the afternoon. 

Here I found the commander-in-chief, Avith liis flag 
in the Phlegethon, Avhich little steamer Avas stuck 
fast, Avith her boAvsprit fixed amongst the man- 
grove bushes, and her fore-yard snapped in tAA’o. 

The admiral, very anxious about the expedition, 
liad thought it probable, oAving to the inclemency 
of the Aveather, 1 should be obliged to fall back, 
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July 12. 


and he had therefore, very considerately, moved up 
to our aid, and arrived most opportunely. 

At six i*.M. Avc anchored olf the city. The 
admiral approved of my proceedings, and gave me 
permission to arrange a second expedition, if Mr. 
Brooke’s information as to a better route to Da- 
miian should receive confirmation. 

July 12. — Heavy and continued rain during the 
night, and showery during the morning. After 
jicrfbnnance of divine service, tlie day was given up 
to the expeditionary force to make preparations 
for recommencing the campaign on the following 
morning. After this we liad a general in.spcction 
and muster, and 1 issued my orders for the embark- 
ation and march. 

During the afternoon the weather became liner. 
Pangcran Mumin, ^luda Moliamed, and othei* 
friendly chiefs had an audience of the admiral. 
They were all remarkably well and handsomely 
dressed, but were evidently in a great state of alarm, 
and had Avith much difficulty been persuaded to 
return to the city from their I’ctreat in the jungle. 
From them avc learnt that the principal instigator to 
the barbarous murder of so many members of the 
royal family Avas an individual of Ioav birth, but of 
considerable influence Avith the piratical pai’ty, 
named, Hajji Saman, Avho also, it appeared, had 
commanded the large forts Avhich first 02)ened fire 
on the steamers. The iiangerans seemed to tremble 
at the name of this Hajji, and on being closely 
examined by Mr. Brooke, described him as a man 
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of the worst character, but possessing great courage isifi. 
and determination. Of the sultan the two pan- 
gerans would say little beyond stating that he had 
retreated with his force into the interior, and had 
taken up a position at Damuan, accompanied by 
his son-in-law and several other pangerans. Muda 
Mohamed, who is the brother of the murdered 
Princes, Muda Hassim and Budrudeen, showed us 
his wounds, which Avere fearful, and hoAV he es- 
caped with life is surprising. The result of the 
interview Avas a determination on the part of Mumin 
to take up his quarters again in the city, and as- 
sisted by Muda IMohamed, to endeavour to persuade 
the inhabitants to return. 

Juhj 13 Having I’cceived my final instructions Ji'b iS- 

from the commander-in chief, Avhich Avere to make 
every 7‘easonah[(’, attempt to push my Avay to Ha- 
nuian, and, if possible, capture the sultan, or at any 
rate, destroy his fortified position, I shoA'cd off 
in my gig at day-light, and accompanied by jMr. 
llrooke, Ave joined the boats, nineteen in number 
us before, and commenced our ascent of the river. 

The detachment of marines carried sixty rounds in 
tlieir cartouch boxes, the seamen thirty rounds, 
with a hundred rounds of spare ammunition for 
each bayonet in the boats. Four days’ provisions 
were issued to each man, and carried in their 
havresacks. 

On leaving the city, instead of proceeding sevei’al 
miles up the river as on the former occasion, Ave 
took the first large branch on the left bank, not 

VOL. II. M 
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I 84 G. a mile distant from the shipping, and continued 
to move up that stream in a south-westerly di- 
rection till noon, the depth for a few casts being 
four feet, just the launch’s draught. At noon Ave 
entered the Damuan river, and half an hour after- 
Avards pushed into a small creek, having mangrove 
SAvamps on either hand, Avith branches of large 
trees over-hanging, many level Avith the Avater’s 
edge, requiring constant exertion on the part of the 
pioneers. The paddle-box boats Avere just enabled 
to make head, but the launch Avas shortly com- 
pelled to relinquish all attempts to advance further. 
Tlie Aveather Avas noAV painfully sultry, and tlie 
Avasps and musquitoes annoying. ScA^cral men 
Avere badly stung. 

At one p. M. the leading boats effected a land- 
ing at a place Avhich the natives called Pelong, 
and from them Ave learnt that there Avas a direct 
road from this village to Damuan, but that it 
Avould be a march of twelve hours. A closer 
inspection, howcAxr, shoAved us that a morass, 
rendered imjAassablc by tlie continued rain, Jay 
between us and the higlier jungle ground. At this 
unpleasant juncture Mr. Brooke Avas assured, that 
by retracing our steps into the Damuan river, and 
then ascending it for a fcAV miles, Ave should find 
another creek leading to the town of Malut, on 
the road to Damuan. Our boats Averc accordingly 
rctracked to the creek’s entrance, and then moved 
up the Damuan river, in itself so confined at this 
part, as to preclude our advance Avithout the con- 
stant aid of our pioneers. At three r. m. avc cn- 
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tered the second creek, which was even more pro- 1846. 
vokingly intricate than the last, and, finally, at 
sunset, after being ten hours paddling, poling, and 
tracking, we reached the edge of a swamp, which 
our guides informed us was the fjuay of Maltit. 

Let me here confess to have experienced a slight 
disappointment at such a termination to the mari- 
time part of our expedition, and to have observed 
amongst the people, as the boats came up, a slight 
expression of disgust in their physiognomy. The 
country, so far as tlic eye could trace, Avas one sheet 
of Avater, terminating in a jungle, the nearest angle 
of Avhich might be a (piartcr of a mile distant. To 
this point 1 determined to direct my steps, and ac- 
companied by jSIr. Brooke, TAeut. Vansittart, and 
an escort of forty marines under Lieut. ^Mansell, 
we stepped upon the beautiful quay, knee deep in 
miul, our object being to examine the country 
round for some spot of firm ground on Avhich the 
party might encamp for the night. MeanAvhile the 
rest of the people remained in the boats and Avent 
to" dinner. 

After half an hour’s ti’amp through a detest- 
able slough in the jungle, a\'c ivached the vil- 
lage of Malut ; a fcAV tolerable liouses in a small 
open space, Avith some cocoa nut trees around. I 
immediately dispatched Vansittart to desire the 
marines and small-arm men to land fortliAvith, 
and to endeavour to get up to me befoi’c dark, leav- 
ing such of the gun-boats as had succeeded in pene- 
trating the labyrinth of the creek to guard the 
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spare ammunition. At this time the rain fell 
heavily, but the houses ofFerecl moderate slielter to 
the detachments as they arrived, and by seven p. M. 
I had the satisfiiction of seeing all the force collect- 
ed, and also of receiving a report from Lieut. Patey 
that the launch was only a mile from the phicc of 
debarkation, moored in the mangrove bushes, and 
in free communication Avith the other gun-boats. 

Whilst the seamen and mai'ines Avere mai'ching 
up, a small herd of Avild bullocks rushed aci'oss our 
jjath, one of Avhich possessed of more curiosity 
than discretion, halted for a moment to examine 
the intruders on their domain, Avhen a bullet from 
my rifle struck him dead on the spot. Calling the 
seamen of the “ Tins ” to secure the i)rize, tlie ani- 
mal Avas shortly suspended by the aid of bambo(;s 
on the shoulders of foi’ty stout felloAVS, and carried 
in triumph to tlie camp. The bidlock Avas too small 
to be divided amongst the Avhole force, I thercl'oro 
decided that as the captain of the “Iris” had .shot 
it, the crcAV of the “Iris” should eat it — Avliicli 
Avas accoi’dingly done. In the course of the cA’cii- 
ing AA'o detained some of the natives, promising to 
pi’otect their property and to rcAvard them hand- 
somely if they Avould guide us to the sultan’s re- 
treat. These men assured ]\Ir. Brooke that his 
highness, Avith a large body guard, had passed up 
the river a Aveek ago, and after blocking up tlie 
passage in his rear, had taken up his quarters at 
Damuan. I obsei’ved, hoAvever, that as Ave ad- 
vanced, the number of tlie sultan’s lighting men 
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gradually diminislied, and instead of live hundred, 
they were at length reduced to one half. 

We were now amidst a race called Kadyans. 

They seemed an inoffensive people, and far less 
savage in appearance than the Dyaks at Kandwit. 

Our head-rpiarters were fixed in a small hovel, and 
having supped on an admirable steak from the 
slaughtered bullock, Mr. Brooke and myself re- 
signed ourselves to tlie numerous insects which 
were joint tenants of the building. Fortunately 
the Englisli rajah was proof against the musfpiitoes, 
but they incessantly persecuted me. The men 
])assed a miserable night, and the rain continued as 
usual. 

Jahj 14. — At daylight the weather cleared up. July 1 4. 
]\fy plans had been made for commencing the march 
into the interior at this time, but the waters on the 
lower ground had risen so much during the night, 
as to I’ender access to the landing-place a difficult 
operation, and it was six, a.m., before Lieutenant 
Dunbar arrived Avith his detachment of blue jackets, 

Avhich 1 had ordered to garrison the village during 
our absence. 

In order to test the fidelity of our guides, they 
Avereleft perfectly free during the night, and as they 
Avere still in the camp at day -light, Ave began the 
inarch Avith some confidence. 

On quitting the village, half an liour’s Avalk 
brought us to the termination of the jungle, and 
l.cre Ave once more entered a swampy flat of long 
grass, breast-high, the beaten track through it 
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being everywhere from two to three feet deep in 
mud ; but the depth being uniform, and large 
forest trees in view on the opposite side, our 
whole force passed over in an hour, and a mile’s 
tramp in the jungle brought us to the village of 
Tanjong, Avhere we found a white Hag suspended 
from the largest building, but the women and 
children, and greater part of the inhabitants had 
fled. 

Ifere we learnt that all these spots of higher and 
cultivated land, surrounded by morasses, were termed 
“ islands ” by the natives. They were luxuidant in 
foliage, covered Avith fruit and cocoa-nut trees, and 
many shrubs and creepers of great freshness and 
beauty. There Avere also several houses, fitted up 
entirely as granaries, each built on tlic top of posts, 
about ten feet from the ground, having sliding 
doors at one end, through Avhich the grain Avas 
carried. AVe found a large stock of rice CA’ery- 
Avhere, and apparently in good condition. Jligoroirs 
oi’ders had been given to respect private propei'ty, 
as Ave passed through the diflerent villages, Avliieh 
Avere Avell observed, and avc continued our mai'cli, 
altcrj lately through sAvainp and jungle, blazing* 
the paths in evciy direction, to secure our retreat, 
should the guides desert us. 

About noon avc came suddenly upon a larger 
building than any avc had hitherto seen, erected 
close to a running stream, at the foot of a lol'ty 
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and well-wooded bank. The house was evidently 
new, and, on examination, found to have been 
lately inhabited. A strict search was instituted 
for arms and ammunition, and two shields were 
brought forth ; the largest of which, five feet long, 
ornamented Avith gold figures, having an imperial 
croAvn on the top, supported by two lions not 
badly executed, was immediately recognised by 
Mr. Brooke as belonging to the sultan, the sword- 
l)earcr having carried it before his highness at the 
audience given last year to the admiral in the 
capital. The usual quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion Avas found, and several exquisitely Avorked 
mats, thirty feet in length, Avith furniture to cor- 
respond, — the Avhole arrangement of the interior 
gi\'ing evidence that the sultan had lately been the 
occupant. 

Observing that no injury Avas done to private 
property, scA^eral of the natives joined us, and 
offered their services as guides, and tliey assured 
]\lr. Brooke that the sultan had only moved across 
the river, some miles distant, to another position, 
more difficult of access. We accordingly pushed on 
Avithout loss of time, once more buoyed up Avith 
the hope that the sultan had determined to make a 
stand. 

On arriving at the river, Avhich Avas about thirty 
yards Avidc, avc found tlic bridge three feet under 
water, and, oAving to the strength of the stream, 
quite impassable. The pioneers began at once to 
cut doAvn the largest trees Avhich Averc close to the 
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ivater’s edge, and three of them falling at the same 
time directly across to the opposite bank, a com- 
pact bridge was soon formed, and well knitted 
together by the creepers. This service was spe- 
cially under the charge of Lieut. Heath, and was 
■well executed, the Javanese seamen working ad- 
mirably. On my calling for volunteers to swiiri 
the river, one of the carpenter’s crew, named 
AVilliam Burchet, of the Iris, leapt in with his 
heavy axe, and succeeded in crossing. 

Tlie whole force soon passed over, when we 
continued our march amidst a swampy jungle, 
with thicker underwood than we had previously 
experienced. Here our guides, pointing to some 
cocoa-nuts and palm-trees in the distance, informed 
us that amongst them we should discover the 
sultan’s position. Just before reaching this se- 
cluded spot, the natives rushed into the Bush, and 
our whole juirty advanced ; and, on gaining the 
open country, we found ourselves directly in face 
of a large and isolated building, standing on piles, 
with a rivulet ten feet broad passing in its rear, 
and the country round completely flooded. A 
glance at the desolate appoax’ance of the place 
shoAved us at once that the enemy had decamped. 
It had been evacuated probably the day before 
by the sultan. * Magazines of jiowdcr, aimnunitiou 
for guns of ditferent calibre, and cartridges for 


* Mr. Brooke siilisequently rcceivod inforniation that the sultan an^l 
his ^uanl, with several pani^crans, had only evaeuatfd this posilion a 
tow liours boft)re wo ronchod it. 
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musketry, admirably made, "were found in consider- 
able quantity, and one brass-SAvivcl gun. 

It will be unnecessary for me to dwell on the 
great disappointment of our Avhole force, after sur- 
mounting the difficulties of the march, to find that 
tlic enemy had coAvardly retreated without a shadow 
of resistance. But this may also be accounted for 
by the panic Avhich .had become universal amongst 
the Borneans since the rapid and successful move- 
ments of the admiral on the capital. Having burnt 
the place to the ground, the whole force rccrossed 
the river, and, after a seven hours’ march, en- 
camped on the rising ground on the left bank 
of the Damfian. The night, as usual, was one 
of misery — myriads of musquitocs, no wind, and 
the rain falling in a continued sheet. 

,/»/yl5. — We commenced our return march to July 15. 
Malht at an early hour, Wr. Brooke entirely 
agreeing witli mo, that it would be altogether im- 
practicable to jmocced farther into the interior in 
search of the sultan, as it was evident he had no 
intention to show fight, and the lesson we had 
already given his highness Avould have demonstrated 
to the pi’inces and people both our determination 
and our power. As the rear guard passed out 
into the SAvamp, the sultan’s house Avith all his pro- 
perty and all the adjoining buildings, AA'^ere set lire 
to, and burnt to the ground, the flames of AAdiich, 

Irom the great extent of ground they covered, must 
have tohl the tale of destruction to the Avild tribes 
inhabiting the mountain ranges from Avhich A\"e 
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were distant only a few miles, and must also have 
thrown a light into the recesses of the deepest 
jungle where, doubtless, his highness had ensconced 
himself and his cowardly followers, inwardly cursing 
his folly in having listened to the advice of Hajji 
Saman, and firing on the llritish flag. Passing 
through Tanjong, which was also burnt to the 
ground (the natives having broken faith after my 
S2)aririg it the previous day), Ave reached Maliit 
late in the evening, Avhere I found the garrison all 
Avell. The Avatcr in the creek had fallen nearly four 
feet, and the gun-boats had been obliged to droj) 
into the I'ivcr. The fear of the dryiiig up entirely 
of the stream and thus destroying the line of com- 
munication Avith Prune, had been a cause of deep 
anxiety to me, as I Avas Avell convinced that avc 
had ascended much higher than the common source, 
OAving to the constant rains having increased the 
freshes. It Avas tlicrefore Avith great satisfaction 
that I found the smaller boats in tlie proper bed of 
the stream. We bivouacked for the night at Malut, 
and had the inexpressible luxury of drying our 
clothes, of lighting tlie camp fires under a clear 
sky, and of enjoying a Avholesome repast from tlie 
flesh of four oxen, Avhich the foraging p.ai’ty suc- 
ceeded in killing just before avc I'eached the place 
of our cncam2>ment. 

July IG. — At four a. m. avc commenced our 
march to the boats. The embarkation occupied 
three houj’s, the haunches and pinnaces, oAving to 
the rapid fall of the Avaters, being noAv two miles 
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from our first place of landing. We reached the 
main stream without difficulty, and very soon had 
the pleasure of meeting Sir Thomas Cochrane, who 
was pulling up in his galley, accompanied by Cap- 
tain M'Quhae, of the Daedalus, which ship had ar- 
rived at Labuan on the 13th. The admiral was 
amused at the figure and costume in which Mr. 
Brooke and myself presented ourselves to him, un- 
shorn for four days, covered with mud, with a rig 
unchanged during this period, and the skin pealed 
olf our faces from exposure alternately to rain and 
sun. 

Though the sultan had evaded our grasp owing 
to his own cowai’dice, and the cowardice of his fol- 
lowers, I had the satisfaction of reporting to the 
commandcr-in-chicf, that we had this time accom- 
plished our march on Damuan, and had captux’cd 
and destroyed his stronghold, with all the arms and 
ammunition ; and JNIr. Brooke also assured Sir 
Thomas that he anticipated the best results from 
the expedition, as it would prove to the country at 
large that avc could advance into the intei’ior, hoAV- 
cver the elements might be against us, and punish 
the evil disposed AvheneA cr Ave thought proper, and 
Avould also convince the hostile pangerans of the 
impossibility of resisting the poAver of the Tlnglish. 
The admiral expressed himself perfectly satisfied 
AAoth the result, and as the country Avas entirely a 
ncAv field, desired me to Avrite him officially full de- 
tails of the expedition. 

We reaehed the city in the afternoon, at Avhich 
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time only twenty of our party were sick ; all re- 
turned in safety and no accident occurred, and it 
was with real satisfaction that I could publicly 
state that during the six days wliich were occupied 
in tlie double expedition, I liad no complaint of 
straggling or misconduct. Certainly the enemy 
otfered no further oiiposition to our advance than 
by cutting down trees to block up the Dam nan 
river, but the constant inclemency of the weather, 
and the discouraging circumstances of continuous 
jnarches in swamp and jungle, knee deep in mud, 
constantly wet to the skin with no possibility of 
sleep at niglit, was trying to a body of seamen 
placed in so novel a position, and their cheerfulness 
under these annoyances was very gratifying. The 
officers worked together witli a will, and gave me 
every assistances ; still, without the advantage of 
]\Ir. Drooke’s advice and presence, I believe we should 
have found it almost impossible to reach Dainuan, 
and I saw quite enough of the; amiable disposition 
and firm character of my companion to impress me 
with the highest opinion of liim, and to make me 
hope that 1 might again have the opportunity of 
acting with him in his mighty efforts for the rege 
neration of Borneo. 

Lieut. Yansittart, as niy aide-de-camp, had been 
most usefid to me, and was always punctvial to a 
moment to present himself at head-quarters, whilst 
on all occasions I found the talents and activit}' ot 
Lieut. Heath of great service to the expedition 
generally. 
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Our party was so numerous that I cannot, as I 
should wish to have done here, record my thanks to 
each officer by name, but I hope on some future 
occasion to liave again the pleasure of meeting 
many of the lieutenants, mates, midshipmen, second 
masters, and naval cadets, who so cheerfully aided 
me on this trying march, and whose progress 
through the service I shall always watch with 
interest. 

July 17. — Heavy rain. The inhabitants are gra- July ir. 
dually returning to the city, bringing their goods 
and furniture from the jungle. Received several 
l)ullocks, each Aveighing about 300 Aveight, and 
price eight dollars, or one pound fifteen shillings. 

The commauder-in -chief and Mr. Brooke busily 
engaged in making arrangements with pangeran 
illumin and Muda Mohamed about the govei'nment. 

1 received orders from the admiral to destroy and 
level the river batteries, a Avork of great labour, as 
they had been constructed Avith much skill. Tavo 
of them Avcrc tAventy feet in thickness, and the 
large uprights strongly driven into the ground. 

In the afternoon the marines and sinall-arm men 
returned to their respective ships still at anchor off 
Moarra Point, Lieut. Alexander, Avith a small de- 
tachment of marines, remaining on the sultan’s 
heights, and the gun-boats under my command 
being attached to the Spiteful. 

<hdy 18. — During this forenoon I completed the juiy is. 
destruction of the river batteries, and thrcAV the 
roinaiuder of the guns, after breaking off the trim- 



174 


CAPTAIN MUNDY’s JOURNAL. 


[Chap. IV. 


1846. 


.July ID. 


nions, cloivn the precipices into the stream. A 
flotilla of Borneo gun-boats, sent by Mumin, re- 
turned to the city Avith the Avives and children of 
Hajji Saman, but that chieftain, after Avitncssing 
the capture of his family, had managed to escape 
to sea, thus leaving them to their fate; a despicable 
act, and not usual amongst Asiatics especially. 
Ilajji Saman appears, however, to be a resolute 
man ; he commanded the huge river batteries Avhich 
first opened on the Phlcgethon, and is considered 
to have been one of the principal advisers of the 
sultan in all his late acts of hostility against the 
English. Ilis house in the rear of the battery aviis 
destroyed by a division of our seamen under Lieut. 
Paynter, and it Avas Avdiilst his family Avere re- 
moving toAvards the coast that the native guu-boat.s 
captured them. 

The city this CA’cning appeared crowded Avitli 
the returning inhabitants; all Avas life and move- 
ment, and confidence completely restored. This, 
in itself s[)eaks volumes in favour of the policy of 
Sir Thomas Cochrane. The band seemed also to 
be a source of much amusement to the natives, 
Avho hovered round the steamer in their canoes, 
during the Avhole of the time it Avas playing. 

Siindny, July 19 — After clnirch pangeran Mu- 
min, Muda Mohamed, and the chief men now in tlic 
capital, came on board the Spiteful, and a procla- 
mation from the commander-in-chief, translated 
into the Malay language, Avas read to them by Mr. 
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Brooke, the purport being, that if the sultan 
would return and govern his people justly, abstain 
from acts of piracy and keep his agreement with 
the British government hostilities would cease, but 
on the other hand, if the same atrocious system 
Avas again carried on when the ships left the coast, 
the admiral Avould return speedily and burn the 
city to the ground. 

AttAVO p.M. the assembly broke up; immediately 
after Avhich the Spiteful, having the Royalist in toAv, 
steamed out from the city reach, the Piilegethon, 

Avitli tlic gun-boats in toAV, leading the Avay. The 
same good fortune Avhich liad l^efriended us on tlie 
day of arrival did not continue, as the Spiteful, 
suddenly shoaling to two fathoms Avhen abreast of 
the upper battery, stuck fast in the sand before the 
engines could be reversed, and .several houi’s elapsed 
ere Ave Avere enabled to heave her off. 

Juh/'iQ. — The Spiteful and Phlegethon Aveighed July ‘JO. 
early in the morning, and steamed doAvn the river, 
the, gun-boats proceeding under sail Avith a fi'csh 
Avind from the northAvard. The large steamer Avas 
forced over the mud at the bar, off Cherimou Island, 
as on her ascent, and the same afternoon the com- 
nmnder-iu-chief vehoisted his Hag in the Agineonrt, 
and I rejoined the Iris, after an absence of tAA'elve 
days. I Avas sorry to find that Lieutenant ^latheAvs, 
live of the midshipmen, and tAventy-four of the 
seamen Avho had been engaged in the land expedi- 
tion, Avere on the sick list, from fever and ague, but 
the surgeon reported the cases to be light. Mr. 
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tentive young officers, were also unwell. 

July 21 . J%dy — The admiral and Mr. Brooke were 
absent all day in tlie galley, exploring the main 
land for coal, and returned highly satisfied with 
the result of their researches, a large vein having 
been discovered nearly opposite the island of Pi- 
lungan, and about six miles from the IVIoarra 
anchorage. From its position and dip, it is probable 
that this is a continuation of the scam which runs 
by the Kiangi stream, and may extend, under the 
sea, to the strata on Ijabuan. The coal ajipeared 
excellent in quality, a perpendicular strip, nearly 
fourteen feet in height, cropping out only a mile 
from the beach, from which large specimens Avere 
knocked off by a crow-bar and brought on board 
the Ao-incourt. The admiral is indcfatii>able in his 

Cj < > 

labours, and this great discovery must eventually 
be of the highest importance, should the favourable 
results, Avhich ^Ir. Brooke is so sanguine in antici- 
pating, from the late decisive measures of our chief, 
ever really take place, and this rich and magnificent 
country be opened to the commercial enterprise of 
Great Britain, From the description given of the 
great facility of access to this coal, it Avill probably 
not cost more than seven or eight shillings a ton 
to stack it on Moarra Point; Avliilst coal at Sing- 
apore is thirty-tAVo .shillings a ton, at least; I're- 
quently, indeed, aliove that sum. 

July 22. July 22. — A general memorandum aa-us issued 
bj" the commander-in-chief this morning, to the of- 



Chap. IV.] 


ANCHOR AT LABUAN. 


177 


ficcrs, seamen, and marines of the squadron, eon- ^ 846 . 
veying his thanks to all under his command, for 
the alacrity, zeal, and attention with which they 
had carried out the service, recently brought to a 
successful termination. And Avith respect to the 
land expedition. Sir Thomas Cochrane remarks, 

“ that he has been gratified to hear from Captain 
Mundy, that the large detachment placed under his 
command, and sent into the interior, conducted 
themselves, in a situation altogether novel to them, 
and in Avhieh they had much fatigue and inclement 
Aveather to contend against, A\dth cheerful alacrity, 
and Avith a subordination that Avould have done 
credit to them as old campaigners.” This order 
Avas satisfactory to us all, particularly as Sir 
Tliomas Cochrane does not frequently give praise. 

Juljl 23. — The squadi’on AA^eighcd at day-light, July 23. 
and stood across the cliannel for Labuan, the Agin- 
court having been taken in toAV by the Spiteful, 
and safely brought across the flats, Avith only a fcAV 
feet Avater more than her draught. At sunset avc 
anchored in Victoria Bay, Avhicli appears to be a 
good and sccAU'e hiU'bouv. The Dredalus, Iris, and 
Itingdove, against a fresli breeze, Avorked elose up 
to its head, and then ran out again to join the flag. 

The grassy and cleared plain on Avhich, it is sup- 
posed, stood the toAvn or village, erected by the 
Knglish fugitiA'cs from Bitlambangan, in 1775, is 
lined Avith fir trees, Avhich extend, in an aA'enue, 
along the brink of the sea. The general efl’ect of 
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the interior appear to be of large size. 

July 24. July 24 T Went early on board the Phlegethon 

to join the admiral, who, accompanied by Mr. 
Brooke, proposed an excursion round the island, 
for the purpose of examining the ivater-courses and 
coal strata. Shortly after we had started, whilst 
steaming at full speed along the southern shore, the 
vessel struck on a sunken rock, but passed on into 
deep water again : a boat was immediately lowered, 
and a small patch, not doAvn on Belcher’s chart, 
was discovered, having only six feet upon it. 
The exact position having been ascertained, wc 
proceeded to the south-west point, where th<? ad- 
miral and party landed, and passed a few hours in 
exploring for Avater and coal ; both wove certainly 
found, but in very small fpiantities, and though the 
Avater Aiaxs fresh and good, its quantity Avas, pro- 
bably, dependant on the seasons. 

We lunched off some good oysters, Avhich Avcrc 
discovered on a small rock, round Avhich the ibis 
and starlings gathered in great numbers. Having 
re-embarked at noon, avc continued our course 
round Labuan, and got back to the squadron at 
sunset. 

July 25. July '2.0 . — At daylight the squadron Aveighed 
Avith a light favourable breeze, {uid passing through 
Victoria harbour, proccc^led by the eastern channel 
to sea. This passage had been closely surveyed by 
the commander-in-chief, and a de])th of five fathoms 
made out directly uci'oss, and, though rather in- 
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tricatc, this was tlie second time that the Agincourt 
had been brought safely through by Mr. Elliot. 
At noon, the signal was made, that there Avould be 
an opportunity of sending letters for 1‘mgland by 
the Spiteful, and shortly aftenvards, that steamer 
was en route for Singapore with the admiral’s dis- 
patches. The squadron then bore up, and con- 
tinued its course along shore, the small vessels 
aliead telegraphing the soundings. The naviga- 
tion of this part appeared someAvhat dangerous, — 1 
the Avater Avas clear, the depth very uneven, and 
the coral reefs could, at times, be distinctly traced 
on the bed of the sea beneath. I’lie Aveather Avais 
delightful, and the country abreast of us most in- 
viting and picturesque. Close in with the surf avc 
could obseiwe numerous native prahus stealing 
along, still half afraid of the .ships of Avar, though 
confidence had been greatly restoi’cd by our sparing 
the city of llrune. 

At sunset, the squadron anchored off the island 
of Tiga, immediately after Avhich, the UingdoA’c 
made the signal that she had grounded on a reef; 
boats AA'ere sent to her assistance, and, in a cou\)le 
of hours, she Avas hove off, Avithout damage, the sea 
being fortunately smooth. 

t/u/y 20. After church ] Avent on board the 
IMilegethon to join the adndral and ^Ir. Ih’ooke, 
and the steaimjr Aveighed .and pi’oceedcd in shore 
between Pulo Tiga .and Point Jvalias, a jiassage 
never before tried, but Avhich had been sounded the 
previous evening. At tAvo avc anchoi’cd in nine 
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feet of water, within a quarter of a mile of the 
shore, and close to an extensive fishing establish- 
ment. We observed several canoes hovering round; 
but none would approach us : so, without guides, 
Ave divided our party, and in tlie steamer’s boats 
pulled towards tlie entrance of a small river. After 
crossing the bar, Ave found ourselves in a large 
basin of Avater, apparently like a lake, and Avith no 
signs of a continuance of the stream inland. We 
])ulled toAvards the most distant line of palms, and 
had made three or four miles, Avdien a large canoe 
suddenly sliot out from the inangroATS, and, being 
hailed by tlie interpreter, came alongside. Mr. 
Brooke, Avith the astonisliing ajititude Avdiich. he 
lAossesses of making himself understood by these 
savages, Avhose knoAvledge of the pure IMalay lan- 
guage is absolutely nothing, soon quieted their 
fears, and, moreover, ascertained that the river 
from AAdiicli their canoe had just emerged Avas 
called Bundu, and was (juito an insignificant 
stream; but that the rivers of Mambakut and Ki- 
manis, to the eastAvard, Avere large, and inliabited 
by a numerous people. 

The admiral endeavoured to persuade one of 
these men to return to the Phlegethon, and to 
pilot her to these places he had named. Tliis, 
hoAvcver, he did not seem inclined to do, and, 
after presenting him and his half-dozen companions 
Avith some biscuit and tobacco, he Avas dismissed, 
Avhen h(5 fortlnvith ])addl(‘d away quickly toAvards 
the bushes. Very sliortly afterAvards, hoAvever, 
either taking courage, or, perhaps, surprised he- 



CIVILISING A NATIVE. 


Chap. IV.] 


181 


yond measure at receiving a welcome present in 1846 . 
provisions from the white strangers, instead’ of 
captivity or ill-usage, which he probably calculated 
on when first he fell into our power, he was seen 
to relax in his speed, then to face about, and 
shortly after to paddle as quickly after our boats 
as he had previously done from them ; and, as we 
were sloAvly wending our way under sail with a 
light breeze, our wild friends were soon a-beam, 
and, Avithout fartlier preface or parley, accompanied 
ns alongside the steamer, and came on board. 

When informed that the large ships were outside, 
and again asked to accompany us as pilot, and told 
that his canoe Avould bo taken care of with all his 
people till the next day, he could not make up his 
mind to such an undertaking, and Ave, therefore, 
again dismissed him, Avith the assurance that the 
natives had nothing to fear from the English if 
they Avere not pirates, and that Avheuever they suav 
any luiropean AT'Ssels, they might go to them Avith 
siilety, taking Avith them fish, A-egetables, or any 
thing they might have to exchange for other 
goods. 

From this man ]\Ir. Ilrooke managed to procure 
the names, position, and character of all the rivers 
as far north as Ambong, tAventy in number, and 
on our return on board they Avere placed on our 
chart, and thus became knoAvn for the first time to 
the I'.nropean. I believe that Sir hklAvard llelcher 
has being surveying this part of I’orneo ; but he 
Avonld probably lind a difficulty in ascertaining the 
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correct native names. This native informed ns 
that a large ship had been some time on the coast, 
but liad not communicated much with the shore. 
This must liave been the Samarang, and owing to 
the unsettled state of the country, probably Sir 
I'idAvard llelcher has abstained from going up any 
of the rivers, and avc shall be the first in the field. 

July 27. — At daylight I Avent on board the 
Phlegcthon to join the commander-in-chief, Avho 
proposed steaming along a large bay in shore of 
I’ulo Tiga, Avhilst the squadron went outside the 
island, the rendezvous being near Gaya. We passed 
betAveen Point Kalias (off Avhich a reef of rocks 
extends X. N. K. tAvo miles) and Ihilo Tiga, in 
ten fathoms, and, after steaming about tAventy-tAvo 
miles, anchored close in the shore off the river of 
Kimanis, and instantly proceeded aci'oss the bar, 
on Avhich Ave found tAvo feet Avater and a little surf. 
We entered immediately into fre.^h irati'r, and after 
])ulling up the prettiest little stream imaginable, 
abejut lOO yards Avide, for tAvo miles and a Inilf, avc 
reached the picturesque village of Kimanis; the 
houses, gardens, tro[)ical plants, orchard.^, and or- 
namented ground proving a state of civilisation 
quite surprising; and tlie quantities of cattle, 
poultry, and stock of various kinds shoAving a 
degree of plenty and comfort Ave had not befoi'C 
Avitnessed. We Avere receiA’ed by the orang-kaya 
and his people in a neat a])artinent overhanging 
the river ; and a goodly collection of mats and 
pilloAvs being spread, and cocoa-nut milk fresh 
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from the tree offered, we commenced ix business 
conversation. 

These people had heard of the capture of the 
ca])ital, and were naturally alarmed at our arrival; 
but nothing leading us to believe that they were a 
])iratical race, we gave the chiefs a few presents, 
and took our leave, promising to pay them another 
visit shortly, and to purchase bullocks for the 
squadron, of which they said there were many in 
their pasture land. All these men were armed to 
tlie teeth with krises, spears, and the large kam- 
pelan or double-handed sword ; but they had no 
ii re-arms. 

On an eminence near us we observed a pictu- 
resque tomb lately erected. The chief informed 
us that it contained the bodies of the rebel princes 
Usop and his brother, who, last year, were put to 
death by the sultan’s order. One of the by-standers 
informed me that they were both strangled in the 
apartment adjoining our room, and they met 
their ends (piietly and with resignation Avhen the 
sultan’s firman was shown to them. The mode ol* 
execution for state oileiices is simple and dignihed ; 
a tliick musquito-net is given to tlie prisoner, in 
Avliich he wraps his person, and then, all prepared, 
lie seats himself on the ground, gives the signal, 
upon Avliich the fatal cord is attached, and death is 
instantaneous. 

1 had heard much during the last month of this 
pangeran Usop; his character seems to liave been 
radically bad, and his detestation of Europeans un- 
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changeable ; whilst liis ambition led him to commit 
any act of villany, jn’ovided it carried him nearer 
to the throne, to which he aspired on the death 
of the present sultan, though the rajah Muda 
Hassim was the acknowledged and rightful heir. 

These princes had fled to Kimanis, and endea- 
voured to hoist the standard of rebellion there, 
but, failing, were made prisoners, and by return of 
post came the death-wan-ant, signed by the sultan, 
and countersigned liy rajah ]\luda Hassim and by 
the pangcrans Muda Mohamed and Budrudeen. 
The paper Avas shown to Mr. Brooke, and Ave Avere 
all surprised at the form and regularity of tin; 
proceeding — the four large seals above, then a 
short history of the rebellious acts of the pan- 
gerans, and (Avhat Avas more curious) a paragraph, 
in this doemment, stating, that the sultan had noAV 
made a treaty of friendship Avith the queen of I'ing- 
land, and that the English Avould assist him in 
burning their toAvns if they screened tliesc traitors 
convicted of piracy. This official instrument Avas 
dated from the city of Brune, in October, 1845. 
\That a change Iiad a fcAV short months made in 
the career of the four avIio had signed the AA'^arrant ! 
The sultan, driven from his last position, a fugitive 
in the jungle, — Muda Hassim and Biidrudreen 
murdered by the said sultan, — and Muda Mo- 
hamed imbecile from Avounds received at the hands 
of his sovereign ! 

We returned to the Bhlegethon highly gratilied 
by our recejition at Kimanis, and immediately 
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■weighed and eontinued our cruise to the north- 1840. 
■ward. 

Whilst steaming along the shore, ■we observed , 
the squadron apparently performing some ma- 
noeuvres ■which were unaccountable. We accord- 
iiigly steered direct towards the ships, then just 
hull down. On getting on board we found that 
the Ringdove, whilst leading, had run upon a coral 
reef, about ten miles K. N. E. of Pulo Tiga, Avhere 
she remained bumping for two hours before the 
boats of the squadron could heave her off. The 
Agincourt, on rounding to, under all studding sails, 
had also grounded amongst the coral, but her 
weight carried her over, and she anchored in four- 
teen fatlioms, with tlu’ee fathoms close astern ; she 
wcighetl again from this dangerous position, and 
11 second time bumped over the bed before she 
found a secure berth. Tlie Dredalus and Iris both 
rounded quickly to, and anchored safely in five 
fathoms, a heavy SAvell on at the time. Last }"oar 
the squadron had passed near the same ground 
without discovering danger, ccidainly it is a navi- 
gation trying to the nerves. 

,h(hj 28. — At an early hour I went on board the .July 28. 
I’hlcgethon, and steamed in towards the large Gay'a 
island. Eound that tlie beautiful bay marked on 
the chart had no existence, the coast being at this 
particular part nearly a straight line. Observed 
the squadron under weigh standing along the land. 
Anchored about half a mile from shore in two fa- 
thoms, and learnt from the natives that there was 
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no passage for vessels between Gaya and the main. 
Weighed and stood out, and afterwards paraded 
to the coast, running for the river Mankabong, 
off which we anchored in tAVo fathoms water, 100- 
yards from tlie bay, over Avliich the surf Avas break- 
ing at noon. The squadron ancliored at the same 
time. 

Mr. Ross Avent ahead in his gig into the river, 
distant half a mile. Tlie admiral, j\Ir. Brooke, IVIr. 
llhdter, and myself, folloAved in the second barge 
crossinij the bar in ei<rht feet Avatcr. 

The river is about a hundred yards Avide at the 
entrance, and, after ascending it a quarter of a 
mile, it branches out in vai’ious directions, amongst 
islets of mangrove-trees, giving the appearance of a 
vast salt-Avatcr lake, mountain-ranges being in the 
back-ground. We took the Avrong branch, and 
shortly ran the barge asliorc on a mud bank, off 
Avhich Ave got AA'ith some difhculty, and our AAdiole 
])arty then moved into tlie gig, and proceeded 
through a dirty inlet to a fcAV AA’retched houses, 
erected in the mud on piles. Here avc found the 
orang-kfiya, or chief, a stout and Avell-featured man, 
AA'ho informed us that no khiropean had ever bi'cn 
up to the toAvn before, lie also told us that the 
country about jMankabong Avas populous, and the 
people very desirous of cultivating friendship Avith 
the English. He gave us thi’ee dozen foAvls in ex- 
change for a fcAY pieces of cloth, and afterAvards 
escorted us to the main branch of the river; from 
Avlience avc had a distant vicAV of the larger toAvns, 



Chap. IV.] 


VISIT OF AMBONG. 


187 


but the whole character of the place was very in- 
fcrior to Kimanis ; it is, moreover, a salt water river. 

AVhen we first showed ourselves at the entrance, all 
.the natives fled with fear ; but the white flag and the 
black crew of the Pldegethon gave them confidence, 
and long previous to our quitting the river, the 
canoes werg numei'ous, skimming and darting past 
our heavy barge in every direction, all with some- 
thing which they wished to barter. AVe found no 
fresh water in any jiart, and returned on board at 
sunset. 

July 29. — Went on to Ambong: cattle had been July 29. 
purchased at this place last year, and Sir Edward 
Belcher had only left it two months ago, having pro- 
cured every thing he wished. He also had obtained 
the assistance of pilots to help him in his surveys 
of the coast ; and the admiral was, therefore, jiar- 
ticularly desirous to make them suitable presents, 
and take from them as much live stock as pos- 
sible. We reached the beautiful bay at noon, and 
what was our surpi-ise to find only the ruins of the 
nourishing town described by Belcher. The story 
Avas soon told. The orang-kaya c.ame down from 
the hills, where a new village was in the course of 
building, four miles inland, on a place capable of 
defence, and fi’oin him we learnt, that ever since his 
people had shown a Avish to be friendly Avith the 
English, the Illanuu pirates, aa'Iio had established 
themselves on the sea coast, about ten miles to the 
nortliAvard, hud savoi’u vengeance against them ; 
that several actions had taken place during the last 
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ago, strong detachments of these rascals had come 
in a fleet of piratical prahus, bad killed several of 
their people, captured and destroyed their town, 
and driven them to the jungle, declaring that the 
same ruin should be dealt out to cvei’y other place 
which might wish to trade with Europeans. De- 
positions were taken immediately ; guides given to 
us ; and rumours were afloat, that our indefatigable 
chief would soon give the Illanuns of Tamjiassuk a 
sight of the Agincourt. 

July 30. July 30. — The day occupied Avith the market on 
shore. Numerous head of first-i’atc cattle ex- 
changed hands for English calico ; the beef thus 
procured by the purser standing the llritish 
govei’nmcnt about one })enny three farthings per 
pound. Vegetables also very good. Surely this 
snug anchorage ought to be patronised. In China, 
India, or the Straits, the shi 2 )’s company had never 
seen such meat. 

July 31. July Bl. — On the morning of the .'list the 
signal Avas made to “ prepare boats for seiwice,” 
and the squadron got under Aveigh, and the I’hlc- 
gethon leading, aAvay avc Avent toAvards the pirate 
retreat. As Ave rounded the ncai’cst promontory. 
Avith a strong breeze, avc; observed a large prahu, 
(Avhich Mr. Brooke immediately recognised, from 
its peculiar build, to be a Avar-boat of the lUii- 
nuns) pulling for their lives, toAvards the entrance 
of the Tampassuk river. But Avhat could the 
pirate, Avith his fifty oars do against steam ? 1 he 
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Phlegetlion soon got between him and the shore, 
three boats were sent after him, and possession 
taken without resistance, for formidable as these 
pirates arc, from their number, and ferocity, no 
wonder they were appalled at the sight of the 
squadron, now before them. The boat Avas sixty 
feet long, and carried one long twelve pounder, 
and two brass, six pound SAvivels. She Avas rigged 
for sixty oars, Avith regular boarding nettings, but 
]iad only tAventy men and the captain on board ; 
the stem sheets being occupied by a large bier, on 
Avhich AA'as placed a massive teak coffin, handsomely 
ornamented. 

AVlion the chief Avas bi'ought prisoiier on the 
quarter-deck, and asked to Avliat nation lie be- 
longed, and Avhy lie Avas so croAvded Avith arms 
(she Avas full of Kampelans, i. e. largo double- 
handed swords, spears, and krises), he said at once, 

“ I am an Illanun and a pirate chief. I sailed 
from hence Avith four other A'essels on a cruise, 
(hie of the officers died, and Avith a portion of my 
crcAY I am now bringing him to his home for de- 
cent burial.” 

On beiiiir asked if the officer died a natural 
death, 

lie replied, “ Yes.” 

Orders Avere then giA'on to open the coffin, Avhon 
lo, there lay the remains of a body evidently slain 
in battle, or, after a desperate struggle, but a fcAV 
days before. A large sabre cut extended across 
the forehead, and the chest and thighs Avere also 
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1846. desperately maimed. The pirate chief now became 
so enraged at this exposure, that he boldly stated 
he had told a lie, and admitted that they had had 
an engagement witli some of the Balanini war- 
boats, which they had driven off, but an officer 
being killed, he was, according to their custom, 
brought back for interment. It Avas about this 
time that a Spaniard Avho had been released fi’om 
slavery by Sir Thomas Cochrane on liis visit to 
llrune last year, and avIio was now on board the 
Phlegcthon, recognised among the crew the man 
Avho had made him prisoner, and Avho had mur- 
dered the master of tlie S])anish vessel to whit^i 
lie belonged, in resisting the pirate’s attack ; and 
shortly aftenvards, on examining the pralui, two 
other Spaniards came forward, declaring that they 
had been taken off the Manilla coast, and had since 
liccn compelled to labour as slaves on board the 
pirate praluis. 

Ordei’s were consequently given to handcuff the 
chief and all his crew, an indignity to Avhich the 
]iroud lllanun could not tamely submit, for no 
sooner did he discover the nature of the direc- 
tions given, than, ipiickly raising his fist, he 
endeavoured to strike .Mr. Koss a blow on the 
face, and the next moment jumped overboard, a 
movement immediately followed by all his people; 
desperate were their efforts to gain the .shore, before 
a boat could be manned, but it was otherwise or- 
dained ; all again were brought on board, and, 
after much resistance, put in irons. In the after- 
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noon, the admiral and Mr. Brooke went on shore, 
protected by the armed boats of the Agincourt, 
and, during an interview Avhich they had with Sa 
Tabok, the Illanun rajah, acquainted him that they 
Avere quite aAvarc that, in defiance of the arrange- 
ments entered into last year, the people had con- 
tinued to carry on their piratical atrocities, and 
had further attacked and pillaged the peaceful 
town of Arnbong, on account of the inhabitants 
liaving furnished supplies to an Engli.sh ship of 
Avar. Yet, notAvithstanding this breach of their 
engagement, the admiral Avas still anxious to aftbrd 
another opportunity of amendment, and Avould, 
therefore, gh'c them twenty-four hours to consider ; 
at tlic expiration of Avhicli time, if the rajah and 
chiefs did not come on board the Agincourt, and 
give ample assurances of future good conduct, the 
])hicc Avould be attacked, and totally desti’oyed. 

The Illanun chief frankly admitted that he had 
broken his promises, and even produced the docu- 
ment, Avhich in plain Avords told him, that if the 
community of Tampassuk continued to pirate it 
Avould be destroyed, yet he Avould not positively de- 
clare, Avhether or not he Avould visit tlie Agincourt, 
and rencAv his engagements, though assured by the 
admiral and ^Ir. Brooke that, AvhatcAX'r might be 
his decision, he should at any rate be relanded in 
safety. 

Tlie folloAving is tlie document alluded to, trans- 
lated from the Malayan: — 


1846 . 
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guards the seas, who fosters trade, and punishes 
pirates ; this order comes to the people of Tam- 
passuk and Pandassan, to tell them, that if any 
of the Illanuns living there should pirate in future' 
it Avill be contrary to the commands of the rajali, 
Muda Hassim, and the Pnglish admiral will come 
with all his ships, and utterly destroy the pi- 
rates.” 

This was dated in August, 1845 ; and Augu.st, 
1846, found the commander-in-chief true to his 
word. 

August 1. Avgust 1 No sign of submission being shown, 

Captain ]\[‘(iuhae, of the Da;dalus, with a force of 
250 seamen and marines, avus sent into the river, 
Avith orders to destroy the A\^ar prahus and canoes, 
and burn the toAvn, unless the chiefs offered terms 
of submission. At tlii'ee, r. Ai., a continued line of 
flame and smoke shoAved us that all attempts to 
enter into pacific arrangements had failed, and tliat 
the Avork of destruction had commenced. Just at 
this time I landed Avith the admiral, and soon learnt 
from Captain iMT^uhac that his endeavours to enter 
into communication Avith the Jllanun chiefs had 
been unsuccessful, and the place having been en- 
tirely deserted, he had burnt the Avar prahus and 
principal buildings, according to orders. Wliilst 
this conflagration AAms proceeding, Ave could see the 
rascals in the distance brandi.shing their spears in 
defiance, and the chiefs on horseback at the edge of 
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the jungle slowly moving backwards and forwards, 
watching the ruin of their stately dwellings, and, 
as darkness approached, the yells of these savages 
might have been heard for miles in every direction. 
'Meantime another expedition to the principal sta- 
tion of the pirates in the river Pandassan, ten miles 
to the N.E. of Tampassuk, was placed under my 
command, and arrangements were made for carry- 
ing it into effect the following day. ]\ly orders were 
to endeavour to enter into an ai’rangcment with the 
chiefs, but foiling in the attempt, to attack and 
utterly destroy this nest of sea-robbers, proceeding 
inland for that jmrpose, as for as practicable, and, 
if feasible, to march across the country, and thus 
form a junction Avith the other division acting at 
Tami)assuk. 

Aug. 2. — In compliance with my oi’dcrs received 
last night I embarked on board the Phlegethon at 
(lay light, in Avhich vessel the coinmander-in-chief 
had hoisted his flag, and, Avith tlie gun-boats of the 
Iris and IlingdoA'c in tew, aa'c immediately Aveighed, 
and proceeded to the entrance of tlie Pandassan 
river, distant ten miles, and anchored off the bar 
at eight A. m. Taking the command of the ex- 
pedition, I left the steamer immediately, and ca'oss- 
ing the bar in four feet Avater, commenced tpulViAAg 
up for the toAvn of Pandassan. This place had 
long been celebrated as one of the notorious haunts 
of the Illanuns, and Avas in every respeet similar to 
the sister toAvn of Tampassuk. The total force etn- 
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ployed, including forty marines, was one hundred 
and fifty men, exclusive of the Javanese crew under 
Mr. Ivoss. Lieutenants Heath and Norcock com- 
manded the division of seamen, and Lieutenant 
Alexander the marines. 

The river at the entrance is about four hundred 
yards wide, with a beautifid bank, reminding me 
much of Mount Edgecombe, clothed in verdure 
and studded with large trees, and rising gradually 
from the brink of the stream. 

The Avater in tiie river is salt, with mangroves 
and nipa palms on cither side, the magnificent 
mountain of Kina Hallow in the distance showing 
to groat advantage. After roAving np for a fcAV 
miles in deep AAaiter, avc entered a shoi’t creek to the 
left, Avhere yve had just room for our oars to pass. 
Our guides informed us that the toAvm of I’andassan 
AA’as at the head of this piece of Avater, and in half 
an hour aac effected a landing at the first large 
building, and 1 A\'as in the act of sending out ad- 
vance parties to reconnoitre the country, Avhen to 
my sni’prise the command(>r-in-chief appeared in 
jierson, not with any vieAv of taking the command 
out of my hands, but from a Aidsh to sec another 
of these pirate toAvns. A I’apid advance Avas noAV 
made on each side of the riA'cr, and on entering the 
toAvn Ave found it entirely evacuated by the inha- 
bitants, but time had not alloAvcd of their carrying 
off their household furniture. Sentries having 
been posted, the admiral and myself, accompanied 
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l)y Lieut. Vansittart, and our body-guard, and by 
Mr. lloss, Avith his Javanese seamen, marched into 
tlie jungle, and after crossing a large track of 
marshy ground, emerged into a fertile and very 
pretty country ; the detached houses, gardens, and 
quantity of poultry, pigs, and goats, evidencing 
mucli personal comfort, and a clear proof that the 
trade of piracy Avas at any rate a profitable specu- 
lation. The positions, indeed, taken up by these 
pirates Avere charming. The soil appeared to be 
excellent, Avith siigar cane, bananas, and Indian 
corn groAving in great luxuriance, and there Avere 
signs of numerous cattle, Avhich probably laid been 
driven off on our approach. In short, nature, had 
shoAvered her blessings upon these people, Avith a 
most prodigal hand, and had held out inducements 
to honest industry Avhich nothing but an inborn 
and deep-rooted love of plunder could have resisted 
or oAA'rcome. Our advanced gxiard had several 
.shots AvI'h the enemy, a few of Avhom Avere killed 
and Avounded in their retreat toAvards the hilly 
ground. We found piles of English ballast on one 
of the quay’s marked Avith the ]>ame of Carter and 
Caithness, also a ship’s bell, some Englisli cords, 
poAvder, and quantities of the native arms. It Avas 
the intention of Sir Thomas Cochrane to have di- 
rected me to march across the country, and fornr 
a junction Avith the detachment under Captain 
M'Quhae at Tampassuk, but the nature of the soil, 
OAving to the late heavy rains, rendered such a 

o ‘i 
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barked in the boats, having previously burnt every 
house in the town, and destroyed the war prahus 
which Avcrc building. One of these, about fifty 
feet in length, and beautifully built, was just com- 
pleted. 
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CHAP. V. 


BUKNINO of PANDASSAN. CIIASK AND DESTRUCTION OF PIRATE 

PKAUUS. VISIT TO THE RUINED FORTRESS OF MALEUDU. 

— PURSUIT OF A PIRATE FLEET. SUCCESSFI:L STRATA(;EM 

OF THE PIRATES. — SUIISEQUENT DESTRUCTION OF 1‘HLVTE 

PRAIIUS. DEPARTURE OF THE ADillRAL. CAPTAIN MUXDY 

LEFT IN COM.RAND OF THE SQUADRON. THE ADMlRAl/s EARLY 

HOURS. BOATS OF IRIS SENT ON SERVICE. ANCHOR IN A.R- 

BON(i ISAY. TRAFITC. DESTRUCTION OF ANOTHER ILLANUN 

VILLA(JE. (HIAND MARKET. — NATIVE COMMODITIES. 

BARTER. NEWS OF HAJ.H SAMAN. DEPARTURE FOR KIMANIS. 

— VISIT OF NATIVE CHIEFS. PROCEED UP THE RIVER. 

CONFERENCE. PREPARATIONS FOR AN EXPEDITION ACAJNST 

HAJ.H SA:MAN. — FLEET OF NATIVE AUXILIARIES. — EXTER THE 

RIVER MAMBAKUT. MR. BROOKE GIVES AUDIENCE ON THE 

BEACH. FIRST SYMPTOMS OF HOvSTlLlTIES. ATTACK AND 

CAPTURE OF HAJJl SAMAN’s FORTIFIED POSITION. PIRATE 

VlLLA(ii:. — BURIAL PLACES. 

Thus fell the long notorious llltmun town of Pai\- 
tlassau. One word from the haughty pirates of a 
promise of amendment and of a change of life would 
have saved it, as it had done Siriki, and Kanowit ; 
but this Avord Avas not spoken, and the place Avas 
razed to the ground, and the inhabitants driven as 
fugitives into the jungle, to be dealt Avith hy the 
aborigines, Avho had long groaned beneath their 
grinding tyranny. 

file sun, during the day, Avas fearfully hot, but 
tbe land campaign being fortunately short, Ave did 
not suder. The main body of seamen, under the 
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1846. orders of Lieutenant Heath, had scoured the 
country in every direction, and a party of marines 
had visited a distant village, but as its character 
was unknown, and the people quiet, they wore left 
unmolested. The whole party rejoined the Phle- 
gcthoii in the evening, and we returned to the 
squadron olf Tamj)assuk. 

Aug. .8. 3. — The pirates taken by the Phlegethon 

were transferred to the llingdove, for passage to 
Manilla, in order that they might be given up to 
the Spanish governor, with the Spanish captive.s 
taken wdth them, and the squadron Aveighed and 
proceeded to the northward. 

In the afternoon, three large prahus were ob- 
served standing along shore under a press of 
sail, and the signal w'as made for the llingdove 
and lioyalist to chase. It was a pretty sight to 
watch the pirate vessels endeavouring to escape by 
steering for some detached rocks, which, just at 
this part of the coast, extended in clusters, several 
miles to seawai'd, and towards which, the brig and 
schooner boldly stood, w ith the hope of cutting oft’ 
the chase. At dusk Ave could jint observe, tlmt 
the lioya’ist, from having been closer in shore, had 
brought to, apparently Avithin range of the prahus, 
and had loAA'ered her boats, Avhilst the brig, unable 
to get to the spot, altered her coui'se to rejoin the 
squadron, Avhich, under easy sail, continued its 
course for the north-east point of Ilorneo. AVhea 
last seen, the pirate vessels appeared to have short- 
ened sail, but the veil of night prevented our Avit- 
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nessing the result of the Royalist’s bold approach 1846. 
amongst the dangerous rocks. 

Aug. 4. — This afternoon, the squadron anchored Aug. 4 . 
in Malludu bay, and was joined by the Royalist, 

Avhich vessel, on coming within signal distance, 
telegraphed, “ pirate prahus hoisted the black flag 
and attacked our boats, — twenty of the pirates 
killed, and two of their prahus destroyed.” ' These 
boats evidently belonged to the Pandassan or 
Tainpassuk rivers, towards which they were steer* 
ing when first seen, and it appeared, from the 
account given by Lieutenant Reid, that on finding 
it impracticable to take the Royalist nearer to the 
reef, he lowered his gigs, and sent them away 
under the orders of * ilr. Quin (mate), and Mr. 

Ray (midsliipinan). The prahus, having separated, 
pulled at once for the shore, upon which j\Ir. Ray 
was directed to push quickly towards the beach and 
endeavour to cut off the largest one in her attempt 
to escape to the northward, Avdiilst Mr. Quin gave 
chase to the other two, which were retreating in an 
opposite direction. One of the latter managed to 
get so close to the surf before slie was overtaken, 
that the crews jumped overboard and swam to the 
shore, when she Avas immediately captui’ed and de- 
stroyed, and Mr. Quin then observing, that an en- 
gagement Avas going on betAveen the other prahu 
and the small gig, pulled in that direction to her 
assistance. ]\tr. Ray^, in the mean time, had come 
up rapidly with the large prahu, which, on observ- 

* Mr. Quin has been since proinoleil. — Ed. 
o 4 
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ing that only one small boat was approaching, 
faced about and opened a fire of musketry, and 
then endeavoured to board the gig. This, however, 
was jirevented by Mr. Ray, who, rnanoeuvering ju- 
diciously, k('])t within long range of the pirates, wait- 
ing for support, but at the same time maintained 
so good a fire, that many of these desperate men 
Avere killed ; others jumped overboard, and SAvim- 
ing to the gig, clung Avith one hand to the gunnel, 
and, Avith invincible courage, attacked tlie crcAvs 
Avith their krises. Mr. (^uin came up as this sharp 
affair terminated, and, Avhen the large prahu Avas 
taken possession of, ten men Avcrc found dead on 
board; and out of her ci'oav of forty, only a feiv 
managed to get to the shore. It Avas at this time 
dusk ; the boats AA'crc only a fcAV hundred yards from 
the beacli, Avhich Avas lined Avith hundreds of 
natives Avatching the confiict. 

The prahu was .subsequently destroyed, and the 
gigs returned on board tlie Royalist, the third 
vessel effecting her escape under cover of night. 
This Avas a gallant affaii’, and 1 believe Mr. Ray 
Avas com[)limented l)y the admiral for his judgment 
and mode of attack, and Ijieutenant Reid for the 
judicious management of his vessel. 

None of the men were Avounded on our side, so 
bad Avas the fire from the pirates. A cutter had 
also been despatched from the Royalist, shortly 
after the gigs left, by Avay of reinforcement, but 
oAving to the darkness setting in, missed the other 
boats. 
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Aug. 5. — Half an hour before break of day, I 1846 . 
started in my galley, Beauty, with the cutters of 
the Iris for Malludu river, the commander-in-chief, 
accompanied by Mr. Brooke and the boats of the 
squadron, setting out at the same time. The 
distance to the entrance of the river was about 
fourteen miles, Avhich we reached after a steady pull 
of four houi's, and having given the crews twenty 
minutes to rest, we made a fresh start, and a 
further row of six or seven miles brouglit us to the 
spot where Sheritf Osman, the great Arab pirate, 
had been signally defeated by Captain Talbot, the 
preceding year. Wo found the place utterly de- 
serted, though the palisades round the encampment 
were still standing, and, from the appearance of the 
interior, it seems probable that some of the brass 
guns liad been buried and aftci'wards carried away, 
as there were several large holes, of the size and 
shape of pieces of ordnance, close to the batteries. 

The admiral minutely inspected every part, and 
then entered the jungle, beyond which the village 
formerly stood ; but not a vestige now remained, 
and it was evident that the drubbing administered 
to these notorious pirates, by my excellent friend 
tlic gallant Captain of the Vestal, had been of so 
decisive a nature, as to prove to the chiefs who 
escaped after the action, that they could no longer 
remain in safety in that quarter. 

« As no particulars are given in ISlr. Brooke’s 
Journal of the destruction of this famous piratical 
stronghold, I will here Introduce the official letter 
ot Captain Talbot, which will show the strength 
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of the position, and the character of the desperate 
men who had so long been the terror of this part 
of the coast. 


“ Her Majesty’s Steam-vessel Vixen, Malludu Ray, 

^ Aimust 20. 1845. 

‘‘ Sir, 

‘‘ 1 have to report the proceedings of the expe- 
dition you did me tlie honour to place under my 
command. 

“ Your Excellency’s flag having been flying on 
board the Vixen, you arc aware of its progress to 
the anchorage at the head of the Malludu-bay; I 
commence, therefore, the details from that period. 

‘‘ The force, consisting of 530 seamen and ma- 
rines, (the details of Avhich I annex), conveyed in 
twenty-four boats, of Avln’ch nine Averc gun-boats, 
left the ATxen at three o’clock, p. m., on the 18th 
instant, and after some little d’fliculty on hitting 
on the channel; was anchored off the mouth of the 
Songybuyas a little after sun-set. Here Ave were 
joined by a boat from the Pluto, carrying the Agin- 
court’s field -piece. 

The tide seiving, about elcA^en a. m., Aveighed, 
and passing the bar, anchored Avithin it. At daylight 
on the 19th avc proceeded up the river in two divi- 
sions : after advancing about tAVO miles, I was In- 
formed by the Brune pilots avc aaxtc nearing the 
tOAvn. 1, therefore, Avent a-head Avith Captain 
Lyster, to reconnoitre. On coming to an abrupt 
turn in the river, about three miles higher, avc 
found ourselves suddenly in front of the position, 
Avhich consisted of tAVo stockaded ports of eight 
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and three guns each, commanding the reach. 
About 200 yards below the forts was a boom 
across the river, apparently well constructed. The 
forts appeared to us to stand on a tongue of land, 
from which we were separated by the river, which 
at that point divided into two branches, and the 
pilots declared that to be tlie case : that turning to 
the right, we observed, was still further defended 
by a floating batteiy. There appeai’cd, therefore, 
to be no means of carrying the position but by 
forcing the boom, 

“ On rejoining the force, arrangements were 
made for the gun-boats to advance to the boom to 
cover the party appointed to cut through it, the 
remainder of the force to hold itself in readiness to 
act when ordered. W'^e had aj^proaclied tlie boom 
to within 100 yai'ds when a flag of truce was 
observed to be coming towards us. Conceiving 
the object of the enemy Avas merely to gain time, I 
sent back a message, that unless Sheriff Osman 
came to me in half an hour, I sliould open fire. 
This being conveyed to the fort, the flag returned 
Avith an offer to admit me Avith tAvo boats, that I 
might A'isit the Sheriff. I declined, and the flag 
retired; the moment it Avas clear of the line of fire, 
the three-gun battery opened, and the cannonade 
became general on both sides. 

“ The boom Avas composed of three large sized 
ti'ees, each supporting a chain cable, equal to ten 
or tAvelve inches, firmly bolted and secured around 
the trunk of a tree on each bank ; a cut in the right 
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bank allowed a canoe to pass, but was impassable 
to any of our boats. 

One hour nearly elapsed before we could in any 
way remove the obstacle, during which time the 
fire of the enemy was well sustained, all the guns 
being laid for the boom. I need hardly mention 
it was briskly returned from our side, both from 
guns and small arms, and some rockets well thrown 
by a iiarty which had been landed on the right 
bank, ap^^eared to produce considerable eflect. 

As soon as the passage was open for the smaller 
boats, they passed through rapidly, and (nnbarked 
the marines from the large boats across the boom ; 
ultimately the Avhole force passed through. The 
enemy immediately quitted their defences, and fled 
in every direction. The marines and small arm 
men having cleared the town, the former were 
formed as a covering party, and parties of seamen 
Avere pushed up both banks of the river, but met 
Avith no opposition ; at the same time ])re])aratioiis 
Avere made for spiking the guns, and d(‘stroying the 
stockades and toAvn : in a short time^ these Avei‘(‘ 
completed, and thcAvhole in flames, as Avell as three 
large prahus, and several smaller ones. 

“ Being anxious to saA^e the tide, and conceiving 
that the object contemplated by your Excellency 
Avas accomplished, I ordered the force to be re-em- 
barked, and proceeded down the river to the Vixen. 
When your Excellency considers the strength of 
the enemy’s position, and the obvious state of pre- 
paration in which Ave found him, you Avill be pre- 
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pared to learn that the service has not been 
performed without considerable loss. I regret very 
much to state it at six killed, and fiifteeh wounded. 
The loss on the part of the enemy was unquestion- 
ably very great, but the surrounding jungle afforded 
the enemy the means of carrying off their dead, 
according to their custom in these cases. IS^ever- 
thcless, some of those left on the field we recognised 
as persons of considerable influence. 

“ Whilst I record my admiration of the gallantry 
and steadiness of the whole force under a galling 
fire, siistaincd for a long period, T must particularly 
mention Captain Lyster, who directed his attention 
to the boom, and by Avhose personal exertions that 
obstacle Avas overcome. 

“ Mr. Gibbard, mate of her ]\lajesty’s ship Wol- 
verine, Avas, I grieve to say, mortally Avounded by 
an early shot, Avhilst gallantly Avorking at the boom 
Avith an axe. 

“ I beg leave to point out to your Excellency the 
conduct of ]\Ir. W'illiamson, Malay interpreter to 
Mr. llrooke ; he Avas Avith me during the attack, 
and Avas exposed to the Avhole of the fire. 

“ I have the honour, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ Charles Talbot. 

“ Ilis Excellency Roar Admiral Sir "riiomas Cochrane, C.B., 
Commander-iii-Chief.” 

In this gallant action sheriff Osman was danger- 
ously wounded ; and nothing having been heard of 
him since, it is believed that he died in the jungle. 

We reached our respective ships at seven, p. jr., 
having pulled about forty miles during the day, in 
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a broiling siin. The captains, as usual, dined wi(h 
our most hospitable chicfj and discussed the past 
day’s amusement until a late hour. 

Aik/. 6. — The squadron weighed at day-liglit, 
and stood out of Malludu Bay. The Kingdovc 
joined company in the offing, having been de- 
spatched two days ago to chase several suspicious- 
looking prahus, which Avcre standing towards the 
Island of Balambangan. Sir William Iloste re- 
})orted that he had followed thi’ce j)nihus until tlic 
brig had shoaled the water to her own drauglit; 
Avhen he despatched the boats in pursuit, under 
Lieutenant Tsoi’cock, which officer, liaving boarded 
them shortly after they had run on shore and 
be(!n deserted by their crc'ws, found them to be 
laden with rice and other ])i’odncts of tlie countr}’, 
and no guns or arms of any kind below. Imagining, 
tlierefbre, that they were trading ves.sels, lie re- 
turned towards the I’ingdove, iijion which tlio 
crews immediately regained the [iralius, and were 
again making off from tlie shore, when a second 
order from Sir William Iloste, despatched by an- 
other boat, directed Lieutenant Non^ock to bring 
one of the prahus to the brig, in order that the 
cominandei’ might judge himself of her eharactcr. 

One of the jirahus was consequently taken 
possession of and brought alongside the King- 
clove, the crew rowing it themselves, and having 
a guard over them of three marines and several 
seamen. On being made fast alongside the brig, 
without any previous warning, the pirates, for such 
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it appears they were, though their arms had been 
skilfully concealed, suddenly rose, and simultane- 
ously with their krises flew upon the seamen and 
marines, and, before they could defend themselves, 
one marine was killed, and two marines and a 
seaman severely wounded, they being all of the 
llingdovc’s crew then on board the prahu. Tlie 
prahu was at this time under the quarter, and 
touching the counter of the brig ; so close, indeed, 
that one of the pirates actually took his spear, 
and lunging it through the port of the liing- 
dovc, mortally Avounded the master ; and it Avas 
also reported, though I cannot ascertain exactly 
Avhether true or not, that the headman of the 
]iirates, after killing tlie marine sentry dead Avith 
his ki’ise, seized the musket as the man fell into 
the hold of the prahu, and fii*ed it at the officers 
standing on the gangAvay. The pii’ates then cut 
the haAvser adrift, and seizing their paddles made 
otf for the shore. A desperate and avcU planned 
laaiueuvre, it must be admitted ; and as it Avas at 
this time dark, thci’c Avould IniA’c been a probability 
of escape, had not the boats of the brig been quickly 
manned and sent in eh so. The prahu Avas over- 
taken and boarded in less than ten minutes, upon 
Avhich the crcAv reti’eated beloAV, and Avith their 
long spears, through the bamboo flooring, made a 
desperate defence, and finally refusing all quarter, 
they Avei-e slain to a man, and the prahu sunk by 
the gun of the pinnace. 

As I have already stated that there Avere no 
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arms on board any of the prahus when they were 
first boarded, it is evident that these weapons must 
liave been carried on shore when the crew deserted 
their vessels, and taken on board again, and care- 
fully concealed when the captured prahu was re- 
manned. I must also observe that the piratical 
crew showed no disposition to resist being taken 
off to the Ringdove, and during the long pull, 
such adepts were they at dissimulation, 'they ap- 
peared rather satisfied than otherwise at the excur- 
sion, and chatted good-humoredly, tlirough the 
interpreter, with the marines and seamen. 

Avg. 7. — Heavy rain with thunder and light- 
ning, and south-westerly squalls. 

This forenoon Mr. Rrooke left the Agincourt and 
came on board the Iris, for a passage to join the 
Phlegethon, Avhich vessel Avas to convey him to Sa- 
rawak, Avhen the operations on the north-Avest coast 
should be concluded. 1 Avent early on board the 
flag-ship to receiA'c my final instructions, the coni- 
mandcr-in- chief having previously acquainted me, 
that he intended that I should continue in the 
command of the detached squadron on the coast of 
Borneo. My orders Averc, to revisit Brune, enter, 
if possible, into negotiations Avith the sultan, and 
attack Ilajji-Saman, Avherever he might he found ; 
then to revisit Tampassuk and Pandassfin, and to 
expel the lllanuns entirely from these shores, should 
they make any attempt to rebuild in those districts. 
At noon the admiral stood away for the PalaAvan 
passage, bound to Cliina, accompanied by^ the 
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Deedalus, Ringdove, and Royalist; leaving under 
my order the Hazard and Phlegethon, with the 
further intimation, that another sloop of war and a 
small steamer would be speedily sent to me from 
China. 

With this reinforcement I shall have a respec- 
table squadron, and only liope Ave may have the 
good fortune to fall in Avith one of the pirate fleets 
Avell o\it to sea : no officer can regret being left in 
command, yet am I sorry to part Avith our chief. 
Sometimes, perhaps, 1 may tliink that his excel- 
lency’s hours of rising are inconveniently early, 
and may disapprove of this habit as having a ten- 
dency to draAv the captains from their cots at a 
period of the morning not quite agreeable ; per- 
haps, also, I might venture the opinion, that, 
occasionally, the squadron may be a little over- 
AA^orked ; but, as the admiral never spares himself, 
there is not much cause for a groAvl, and I Avillingly 
record the admiration of my brother officers and 
myself at the skill and great nerve he has displayed 
in naAdgating so large a force along this dangerous 
and unsurveyed coast. 

In the evening I anchored off the rocks Avhere 
the Royalist had engaged the pirates, and at dusk 
sent aAvay the pinnace and cutter under charge 
of Lieut. Tattle, Avith a party of marines and five 
days’ provisions, with orders to cruize along the 
coast after the Illanuns, and to rejoin the ship 
at Ambong on the 12th. Lieut. Little A\'as also 
directed to examine the inlets for the village of 
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Sarang, which, from late information, was I’eported 
to be another strong hold of the pirates in con- 
nexion with Pandassan. Mr. Sullivan, second 
master, and lilr. Hamilton, midshipman, were also 
in the pinnace, and IMr. M‘Crca, midshipman, with 
Mr. Jolliffe, assistant simgeon, in the cutter. 

August 11. — During the last three days we have 
been working to the southward, against tlie south- 
west monsoon, keeping well out in the offing, 
wliilst our boats Avci’e occasionally in sight from 
the masthead close under the land. Last evenino- 

o 

Ave anchored in Ambong Bay, and this morning 
;Mr. Brooke and myself went on shore Avith the 
cutter and gig armed. We Avere met by the oratig- 
kaya and a large number of natives on the beacli, 
and learnt from them that the lllanuns had not 
retui’iied to Tani])assuk since our departure. The 
people seemed delighted to see us again, and pro- 
mised to bring bullocks, ])oultry, and vegetables 
for sale to-morroAV, in excliange for Avhich avc had 
English cotton goods and long cloth to give them. 
On our return on board avc found that the boats 
under Lieut. Little had come in from their cruize. 
Ho had not being able to discover the town of 
Sarang, but had captured and destroyed one pira- 
tical prahu, the crcAV of Avdiich escaped on shore ; 
and he had aftcrAA'ards ascended the Pandassan 
river, and inarched to a small Illanun village Avhicli 
he destroyed. On dropping doAvn the river again, 
at a narroAV turning of the stream, the pirates 
assembled in force, and attacked the boats Avith 
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great vigour, throwing showers of spears from the 
banks at the distance of ten to fifteen yards; several 
struck the pinnace, but most passed over to the 
opposite side, and none of our men were hurt. A 
discharge of musketry from the marines soon put 
the enemy to confusion ; many of the pirates in the 
advance were killed and Avounded, and tlie boats 
subsefpiently passed out to the open sea Avithout 
further opposition. The yells and screams of tliese 
savages Averc terrific as, compelled to retreat, they 
glided aAvay into the jungle. TS’o inhabitants Avere 
found amongst the ruins of randassan or of Tani- 
passuk, Avhich Lieut, liittlc also visited, and the 
opinion of the Ambong pe.o[)le is that they Avill 
I’cmain as thorougldy deserted as Malludu has been 
since its destruction. To the quiet inhabitants of 
Ambong, our active measures appear to liave given 
unqualified satisfaction, and they hope now to be 
secure from future attacks of their oppressors. 

August 12. — To-day avc had quite a grand market Aug. 12 . 
on sliore, and much business Avas done. A large 
number of the people from the interior had come 
doAvn, bringing many beautiful bullocks ; thirty or 
forty were on the beach for .sale, besides poidtiy, 
goats, and vegetables in small quantities. I or- 
dered the purser to purchase six bullocks for the 
ships’ company ; those of the greatest size cost 
about one penny three-farthings a pound, the price 
being measured by the value of long cloth gi\'en in 
exchange. Lifty yards of common calico Avere con- 
sidered equal to an animal Aveighing 260 pounds. 

v 2 



212 


CAPTAIN MUNOY’S JOURNAL. 


[CuAP. V. 


1846. 


Aug. 13. 


The finest beasts belonged to the Dussuns or hill 
people; the smaller ones and the poultry to the 
liajows, or sea Gipsies, who live on the coast; all 
were armed with kampelans, long spears, and sum- 
pitans, and seemed most anxious to trade, making 
many inquiries if the other ships ivould return, 
and promising to grow large quantities of vege- 
tables, and to keep a good supply of every thing if 
W'c would continue to visit the place. ]\Ir. Brooke 
and my.sc]f strolled amongst these wild men wdiilst 
the barter was going on, and Ave engaged to afford 
them protection from the lllanuns if they would 
only give notice to Brune should the jiirates re- 
turn again to their neighbourhood. 1 took a great 
fancy to tliis place, the people seemed so really de- 
sirous of being friendly Avith khiropeans, and so 
anxious to knoAv if there Avas a probability of 
trade Avith Singapore. The bullocks also Avere far 
superior in quality to any Ave had been able to 
procure either in the Straits or in China; and it 
Avas evident that am[)le supplies could at any time 
be obtained for the squadron from this place, pro- 
vided the people had confidence in our revisiting 
it periodically. 

Avgust 13. — Early in the morning avc AA'eighed, 
and Avith a moderate north Avestcrly Avind beat out 
of the bay. In the afternoon Ave had rain and 
heavy squalls ; toAvards evening the Aveather cleared 
up Avhen a large prahu AV’as seen standing towards 
us Avith several Avhitc flags flying. We tacked and 
stood toAvards her; she proved to be one of the 
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boats belonging to tbc orang-kaya of Kiinanis, 
and brought a letter stating, that he had received 
information that our determined foe Ilajji Saman 
was fortifying himself in the Maiubaknt river, six 
miles from Kimanis, and had threatened to attack 
that place if the people allowed communication 
with the English. 

The intelligence of this chief having actually com- 
menced to fortify a position inland seemed almost 
too good to be true, though, from the character of 
Ilajji Saman, Mr. llrookc thought it very probable 
that he might endeavour to fix himself in the 
]\Iambakut river, and there fonn a nucleus for 
piracy, and it was, moreover, known that the Dyaks 
in this particular district had always been of evil 
disposition, and inimical to I'iuropeau connexion. 
The prahu was dispatched immediately on her 
return to Kimanis with a message to the orang- 
kaya that the frigate woidd appear there as soon as 
])ossible, but the wind was provokingly light, and 
being dead foul, little progress was made during 
the evening. 

Aug. 14 Heating along shore towards Kima- 

nis, off which place we observed the Phlegethou at 
anchor, and in the afternoon w'c took up our berth 
in ten fathoms alongside of her, about three 
quarters of a. mile from the shore. !Mr. lloss came 
on board, and gave us further particulars respecting 
Saman, Avho had sent another message to the 
chiefs of Kimanis, to the cflect, that he Avas quite 
prepared to resist any attempt that might be made 
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bakut river. 

]\]r. Brooke also received visits from several 
cliiefs, who ruled the rivers between Kiinanis and 
Ambong, all of Avhom declared, that they were 
favourable to a legal trade along the coast, and 
would willingly as.sist with their war prahus in 
any expedition that miglit be undertaken by the 
rajah of Sarawak. These gentry were dismissed, 
after a short parley, and arrangements ivere made 
I'or a grand assembly for the morrow, Avhen JVIr. 
Brooke was to receive all the depositions and other 
information that might be offiircd, and we were 
afterwards to decide on the jdan of operations. 

Jill/ 24. ^b/y. 1.5. — Mr. Brooke and my.self ])roceeded 

early up tlic river, and had a long conference with 
the chiefs of the districts I’onnd, and, after nui' 
tiirely Aveigldng all their statements, i\lr. Brooke 
informed me, that lie believed tlie intelligence I’C- 
specting the movements and intentions of Jhijji 
Saman to be in the main, correct, and J, therefore, 
decided to act immediately against him. 

Aug. 16. Id. — -Vt day light, the boats of the squa- 

dron left the shi]), under the charge of Lieutenant 
Little, assisted by .Mr. Sullivan (second master), and 
by ^lessrs. Ilanmer, Hamilton, McCrea, and Visconti 
(midshipmen), iSlr. rlollilfe attending as the medi- 
cal officer. The total force was seventy bayonct.s, 
including the detachment of marines, under Jjien- 
tenant Alexander, and roi'ket party under lieu- 
tenant Heath, and all being ready, they proceeded 



Chap. V.] ENTER THE RIVER MAMBAKUT. 


215 


on board the Phlegethon. Mr. Brooke and myself 
joined shortly afterwards, when, taking the boats in 
tow, we steered for the entrance of the Mainbakut 
river, six miles distant, beafing south Avest. 

Having anchored in four fathoms, half a mile 
from the bar, over which a heavy surf Avas break- 
ing, Ave immediately pulled tOAvards the shore ; 
the principal pangeran of our ucav allies shoAV- 
ing the channel. JMr. Brooke and T folloAved in 
the gig, and the other boats in line astern. 
Having reached the smooth Avatei-, av^c lay to for 
the native auxiliaries, and soon after, commenced 
ascending the river, against a strong current. 
Lieutenant Little’s force formed the van division, 
— then came the boats of the rhlegethon, under 
Mr. Heydeu and ]\Ir. A'aughan, and a cpiarter of a 
mile in the rear, the large fleet of prahus. It Avas 
a very beautiful and picturcsrpie scene. Boat after 
l)oat dashing through the surf, Avith their gaudy 
hags and long streamers, and then shooting into 
tlie unruffled stream beyond, and takiijg up their 
assigned positions; Avhich Avere Avell under coni- 
inand of our guns and rockets. 

About forty AA-ar prahus, from the different Ha'civs 
in the vicinity, Avith a force of 500 men, armed 
Avith thirty brass sAvivel guns, joined us here, the 
principal chieftains being pangeran ]\[adoud of ^laii- 
gatal, and the orang-kayas of Kimanis, Pappar, 
and Kalias. These Avere all most anxious to show 
themselves in their best attire to the English rajah, 
who, in consequence of this unexpected apparition 
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1846. of a large native force, thought it his duty to be 
present, and on this account, accompanied me in 
my gig. 

1 certainly was not without apprehension of 
the possibility of treachery on the part of this 
unexpected reinforcement, and it was, therefore, 
requisite to keep our own force well together, ready 
to act on any emergency, whilst it Avas also politic 
in Mr. Brooke to show his entire confidence in. their 
good faith ; though, as many of the prahus had ar- 
rived from distant places, Avith Avhich he Avas un- 
acquainted, he could not ponilivehi knoiv the truth of 
the assertion of the chiefs, — tliat tliey Avere de- 
sirous of commerce and of friendship Avith king- 
land. 

AVhen all the force Avas assembled, ]\Ir. Brooke, 
seated on tlie beach, gave audience to the cliieis, 
and made them comprehend tliat they Avere on no 
account, to commence hostilities, and that their 
duty Avas to keep our retreat open, if necessary. 
This all settled, our force Avas put in motion, and, 
after pulling up for three liours against a strong 
ebb, the first symptoms of an attempt to ojipose 
our progress Avere manifested by the floating doAvu 
of heavy rafts of bamboos, and shortly afterivards 
the report of guns Avas heard in the interior. Tlie 
boats of the Iris led the advance, accompanied by 
the Phlegethon’s cutters, and Avere folloAVcd, at a 
short distance, by the Avar prahus of our nati\'c 
allies. Mr. Brooke and myself passed fi'om one 
detachment to the other, Avatching their proceed- 
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ings, and directing their movements according to 
circumstances. 

At the time we met the rafts, the gig was some 
distance ahead of the leading boat ; and at a 
sudden bend of the river, which was here about 
twenty yards Avidc, with a current of three knots 
running down, we discovered a long line of thick 
bamboo stakes fixed across the stream, with an 
immense boom attached to tlicm, but Avdiich, owing 
to the freshes, had sAvung atliAAmrt. Facing these 
defences, distant about eight}' yards, a small fort 
had been erected, AA'hlcb immediately opened fire 
upon the gig. Tlic piimace, under Lieut. Little, 
coming up close astern, passed on to the attack, 
folloAA'cd by the barge and rocket-boats under 
Lieut. Heath, and in a fcAV minutes the action 
became general. The current aa'us so strong tliat 
it Avas Avith great dilficulty the bo.ats could force 
their Avay through the narroAV passage, and during 
a ([uarter of an hour a brisk tire Avas kept up on 
lx)th sides. 

ScA'Ci’al of our native allies recognised Haiji 
Saiaaii, who coiiiniaiul(*d the battery in person ; 
but, as usual, as soon as the [linnace liacl passed 
the boom, the chief, with all liis Borneo foB 
lowers, decamped, and the fort was speedily taken 
and destroyed by I/ieutenaut Little. The po- 
sition of the battery was admirably chosen, having 
injiiigrove swamps on each bank of the river, wbicb 
rendered a flank irtovernent impossible ; and close 
to its base, bamboo spikes had been driven, to pre- 
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1846 . vent landing. No time was lost here, the whole 
force pushed rapidly on, and in a narrow creek a 
large prahu, endeavouring to escape, was cap- 
tured and destroyed. 

We arrived at the first cultivated ground, about 
a mile farther up, having previously passed the 
ruins of a village destroyed last year by pangeran 
Budrudeen for continued acts of piracy. Two 
miles again from this, amidst ranges of cocoa nuts 
and fruit trees on either bank, the first signs of 
habitable dwellings appeared, and shooting round 
a neck of land, we came directly upon a large vil- 
lage. On landing, Ave found it entirely deserted by 
the inhabitants, and having been uoav seven hours 
at the oars, I called a halt, and taking up our quar- 
ters in the best buildings, pij)ed to dinner. 

MeanAvhile guns Avere heard still further inland, 
and having refreshed the crcAvs, Ave recommenced 
I)ulling up, the scenery increasing in beauty, and the 
banks of the riA'er becoming richer in culliA'atioii. 
Each house had a garden neatly fenced round, and 
in regular beds systematically soavii, I obscrA'ed 
lettuces, cabbages, onions, &c., so exactly similar 
to the Chinese arrangements, that I belieA^e Chi- 
nese prisoners must have laid them out. The 
interior of the houses Avere extremely neat ; mats, 
threshing, and knitting machines, culinaiy imple- 
ments, and other furniture in capital order; and 
had it not been for the mimberlens human shills 
pendant from every apartment, and suspended from 
the ceiling in regular festoons, Avith the thigh and 
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arm bones occupying the intervening spaces, and a 
few ornaments peculiar to the Avildest class of Dyaks, 

I should have believed myself in a civilised land. 
Alas, what horrors ! It is seldom that 1 moralize 
in my Journal, usually contenting myself Avith the 
relation of facts ; yet, Avho can Avitness the violence 
of this land, or listen to the talc of the dreadful 
scenes Avhich haA^e passed Avithiii the knoAvledge 
and under the eye of my present companion, the 
intrepid Brooke, Avithout sometimes fiilling into a 
melancholy and reflective strain ? 

Hoav long yet Avill the Almighty tolerate these 
ati’ocities in the Heathen ! How long Avill that great 
benefleent Ih'ing permit this beauteous land, en- 
dowed by nature Avith every requisite for the hap- 
piness of man, to be the dAvelling-place of demons 
in human form ! but stop, avc can only exclaim, 

“ God’s Avill be done,” and avc have no authority to 
question His mode of action. 

1 Avas much struck by the simplicity and beauty 
of the tombs of the Dyaks. They AA cre generally 
erected on rising ground, in lovely spots, sur- 
rounded by creepers and floA\ering slu’ubs, a hun- 
dred yards from the buildings; they AAcre of an 
oblong form, composed of Avooden planks, standing 
about tAvelvc feet from the ground on piles, and 
coA-ered Avith a sloping roof of the branches of the 
sago palm ; strips of broad bark Avere attached 
according to fancy on the gables, having various 
devices rudely painted upon them. 

Goats, poultry, and pigs Avei'c numerous in the 
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1846. enclosures, the latter animal proving that Ave Avcre 
no longer amongst the folloAvers of Moharned; 
indeed, from Avliat I could leai’n, these people have 
no religion, and no idea of a God. What a field for 
missionary labours ! 
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DKSrnUCTION OF IlAJJI saman’s mansion. — PYAK COURTSHIP. — 

HEAD-HUNTING. BURNING OF A SECOND VILLAGE. — PROGRESS 

fjp THE RIVER. — BIVOUAC IN A PIRATE HAMLET. — AMAZE- 
MENT OF THE NATIVES. DESERTER FROM THE ENELMY. 

fall of THE RIVER. VEGETATION ON THE BANKS. NE- 
CESSITY OF SEVERE MEASURES. THE SLMPITAN. DESCRIP- 
TION OF THE DARTS. — ATTEMPT TO DESTROY A TOMIL 

ENGLISH GOODS DISCOVERED. — DEFENCE OF THE RIVER. 

MALAY GUNNERY. NATIVE AMBUSH. ATTACK AND DESTROY 

THE POSITION. RETURN TO THE PHLEGETIION. CASUALTIES 

DURING THE EXPEDITION. ENTERTAIN THE NATIVE CHIEFS 

GN BOARD. — DEPARTURE OF MR. BROOKE FOR BRUNE RE- 
TURN TO KIM AXIS. SUCCESS OF OUR OPERATIONS. PROGRESS 

OF EVENTS AT BRUNE. THE SULTAN RETIRES AGAIN TO THE 

JUNGLE. LETTER FROM MR. BROOKE. 

Aikj. 1G. — 'Fo proceed with iny history. After 
passing several detached houses, all of wliich 
Averc deserted, we came suddenly upon a mansion 
of the hu’gest size. The main verandah liad a 
frontage of GOO feet, and the piles on wliich it 
stood Avere foiu’^fcet in diameter. The building 
Avas close upon the river’s bank, and partially con- 
cealed by cocoa nut trees. One of these had been 
cut doAvn in order to form a kind of abattis, from 
behind Avhich, as the Phlegcthon’s boats (avIucIi 
Avere noAV leading) approached, a fcAV small guns 
opened, but were quickly silenced as the reinforcc- 
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1846. ments came up ; a party was at the same time 
landed for the purpose of cutting off the enemy in 
their retreat, but they were not to be caught, and 
retiring rapidly into the jungle, carried with them 
their killed and wounded. We ascertained that 
this first class mansion had been tenanted by Ilajji 
Sanian himself. In ten minutes it Avas in flames, 
and amongst the furniture soon enveloped in the 
blaze Avere fifty skulls, and as many packages of 
human bones — several of them evidently the latest 
gifts of the Dyak gentlemen to their lady loves ; 
for no aristocratic youth dare venture to pay liis 
addresses to a Dyak demoiselle, unless he throAvs 
at the blushing maiden’s feet a not full of skulls, 
at the same time that he offers his hand and heart! 
In some districts it is customary for the youiig lady 
to desire her lover to cut a thick bamboo from the 
neighbouring jungle, and AAdicii in possession of 
this instrument, she carefully arranges the cadean 
d’arnour on the floor, and by repeated bloAvs beats 
the heads into fragments, Avhich,Avhcn thus pounded, 
are scraped up and cast into the river, at the 
same time she throws herself into the arms of the 
enraptured youth, and so commences the honey- 
moon. 

The usual practice, hoAvcver, is to guard the 
skulls, pickling them AAoth care, as from the ex- 
treme heat of the climate, constant attention is 
required to preserve them. This account Avas given 
by a native to Mr. Brooke and Captain Maitland, 
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Avith much other unique information too startling 
for publication. 

The work of destroying Hajji Saman’s second 
position completed, the men were again at their 
oars, and, going ahead to reconnoitre, I reached a 
Dyak village, having in its rear an extensive plain ; 
the opposite bank of the river being also open ground. 
The inhabitants could not have quitted their homes 
ten minutes, as all their property had been left to 
the mercy of the invader — an invader whom, 
doubtless, Hajji Sainan had described as a ruthless 
barbarian ; for these poor men, savage as their 
nature may be, and disgusting their habits, had 
never seen a Avhite man before ; and no European 
keel had ever cut their waters, unless as a prize to 
their piratical prahus. 

On examining this spot, I found it well adapted 
for a bivouac for the night, and on expressing my 
opinion to IMr. Brooke, and my wish to push up 
the river the next morning, he entirely coincided 
with my views. I/ieut. Little then joined*us, with 
all the boats, and before darkness set in, the ma- 
rines Averc in barracks. The Iris and Phlegethon’s 
boats were drawn up together along the bank, in 
front of head- quarters, and the native auxiliaries 
Averc ordered to take up their station ahead. The 
sentries were planted, and our position made se- 
cure, the enemy, at the extremity of the plain, 
Avatching our movements Avith much astonishment. 

On returning to head-quarters, after inspecting 
the outposts, I was sorry to find that my friend 
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1846. and companion, Mr. Brooke, owing to the fatigue 
and exposure lie had for many weeks past under- 
gone, felt himself far from well ; and thus being 
unable to enjoy the rough fare of the bivouac, he 
stretched himself on a flooring of bamboo, and, 
taking a bundle of faggots for a pillow, bade de- 
fiance to the horrible insects which are, indeed, tlic 
torments of tliese equatorial regions. 

During the night the enemy, by continued hor- 
rific yells, acquainted us tliat they wore watching 
our camp fires, and early in the middle watch, a 
man came to the brink of the river, on the opposite 
bank, and called out, in the Malay language, that 
he had elcsertcd from Ilajji Saman, and wislicd to 
join us ; whereupon one of the native chiefs 
ordered him to leap into the river, and swim 
across, if he Averc serious in his professions, and 
promised liirn protection. The man instantly com- 
plied ; and on being brought before us, he stated 
that Ilajji Saman had fled to the houses at the 
head of the stream in great eonsternation, and 
that the Dyaks were, astounded at our advance, 
the Bornean chieftain having assured them tliat 
his forts and boom were impregnable. 

Aug. 17 . Aikj. 17. — Mr. Brooke having rallied from his 
indisposition, at early daivn Ave commenced rowing 
up the river, and Avere greatly delighted to find 
that the Avater had fallen five feet during the 
night, and that the strength of the stream was 
much abated. 

The character of the river still continued the 
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same, only gradually narrowing, having villages 
at every place where the cocoa-nut and fruit-trees 
flourished, and where the ground was firm ; the 
intervening spaces of mangrove swamps and’Nepa 
palms being a quarter of a mile in extent, and 
thus dividing the cultivated spots into so many 
islands. After five hours’ pull, our guides in- 
formed us that the village then in sight, directly 
aliead, was the last upon the river ; and that, be- 
yond this, the stream dwindled to a mere creek, 
overhung with brushwood and creepers. The nar- 
ro'wness of the river now showed that we had nearly 
reached the limit of its cultivated banks. In half 
an hour, a cheer from the headmost boats signalised 
tliat the last refuge of the enemy was in sight ; a 
few strokes more, and our guns and rockets were 
in play. The enemy vainly endeavoured to oppose 
our steady advance by musketry, and by blowing 
showers of sumpits at their white and black assail- 
ants. But, a landing once accomplished, the re- 
treat became general ; and the first of the sultan’s 
chieftains, the notorious llajji Saman, following 
tlic example of his sovereign, sought safety amidst 
the jungle, lighted by the flames of the Dy^ak 
fortress, which he, unlike his master, at any rate, 
attempted to defend. 

This Avork of I’etributivc justice concluded, the 
whole force commenced its descent. Our mission 
had been accomplished : the head of the river had 
been gained, and every position taken ; and I had 
noAv the painful duty of ordering Lieutenant Little 
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to destroy and burn every Dyak house on both 
sides of the river. 

It might appear to many, unacquainted witli 
the nature of these Dyak buildings, that the de- 
struction of them was unnecessary. “ I’o spare 
the houses, and not to fire a shot at the natives, 
unless they first attacked us,” avci'c my positive in- 
sti’uctions to Lieutenant Little, on giving him the 
command ; and this Avas rigidly observed. Now, 
every Dyak house is in itself a fortress. A para- 
graph of my official letter to the commander-in- 
chief, detailing these operations, states as follows: 
— “ A’our excellency is Avell aAvare that every 
Dyak house, of large dimensions, is a fortress in 
itself; and as the inhabitants blcAV shoAvers of sum- 
pits into our boats as they passed, Avounding several 
men, it Avas evident they had taken part Avith 
llajji Saman; and for these hostile acts their build- 
ings Avere destroyed.” iMr. Drooke, Avho has great 
knoAvledge of tlie character of tlie Avdld Dyaks, ac- 
quiesced in mj'’ opinion, that to spare their houses 
after they had attacked us Avith their poisoned 
darts, Avould huA'^e been construed by theiii to a 
fear of lan<lm<i amongst them. These peo[)le had 
never heard of the Avhite man’s poAA'er; their rivers 
Iiad alAA'ays been considered impi'cgnable, and ot 
defeat they had not di’camed. Tliey had carried 
desolation and misery amongst the quiet tribes 
around, and never imagined the day of retribution 
Avould come. 

Several of our men aa’cix; AA'oundcd by the sum- 
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pits ; however, the arrows, on being dra^vn out, left a 
very small incision, ■which a kind messmate instantly 
sucked, and the poison (a black substance made 
from the upas tree) was extracted. These arrows 
arc nine inches long, of tough Avood, not thicker 
than moderate sized Avire, very neatly made, and 
generally barbed Avith sharpened fish bones. At 
tAventy yards’ distance, the baih meeting the bare 
skin, Avould bury half the arrow in the flesh, but 
Avould not penetrate cloth at the distance of forty 
yards ; the extreme range may be eighty or ninety 
yards. The length of the longe.st sumpitan 1 saAV Avas 
between seven and eight feet, and much resembled 
tlie cherry-stick pipes of Turkey. Tlie beauty and 
straightness of the bore is remarkable, and in order 
to give the greatest AT'locity to the arroAA’’, the head 
of it is made to fit exactly to the size of the tube, 
and is formed of a sort of pith, or of A’^ery soft Avood. 
The cpiiver for these arroAVS is really curious, beau- 
tifully made from the large bamboo, and besides, 
the darts usually contain a variety of amulets or 
charms in the shape of [lebbles, bones, and odd 
pieces of Avood, Avith the skins of monkeys. 

On our return doAvn the river, about tAventy of 
these stately buildings Avere burnt to the ground. 
1 had given strict orders that the al)od(‘s of the 
dead shoidd be respected, and I only heard of a 
Mnglc instance of their being disobeved. One of 
the Javanese crew of the .Plilog(‘tlion (a ixnissal- 
inan) eiicleavoiircd to destroy a distant mausoleum, 
•"^iid as lie applied the fu*ry lirand, was heard to 
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1846. giiy^ “ Jt; is only the burial jilace of a ICaflir, and 
ought not to be spared,” aii excuse, however, which 
did not prevent his receiving due punishment for 
so malicious a deed. 

The heat from the burning houses was excessive, 
and the aAvning, which I had spread in the gig, as 
a protection against the poisoned arrows, Avas kej)t 
constantly wet to prevent ignition, Avhilst tlic 
thirst of the creAvs Avas quenched by the milk from 
the cocoa nuts, Avhich Avere found here in great 
abundance. 

In several of these mansions, English goods Avere 
discovered, — long cloths, gunpoAvder, iron utensils, 
cards, and other articles, evidently taken by these 
pirates not long ago. 

It Avas at one of the positions, Avhere tlic Dyaks 
Avere assembled in force, that a volley of musketry 
passing OA'er our heads, and striking the water be- 
yond our oars, shoAved us Ave Avere in tlie neigh- 
bourhood of more dangerous Aveapons than the 
native sumpitan. In a fcAV minutes I Avas on shore 
Avith my rifle, and followed by my creAA'^, and those 
of the nearest boats, rushed to the open spot, and 
got distant shots at a body of llajji Saman’s rascals 
as they retreated amongst the palm trees, and I must 
do our native allies the justice to say, that they 
evinced, throughout the expedition, a hearty desire 
to assist us, keeping up a respectable fire from their 
SAvivel guns and muskets. One young Malay I 
particularly remarked for his courage and coolness, 
as Avith a double barrelled detonator he kept up a 
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really effective fire. Another ally from the Borneo 1^46. 
river had an English piece with four barrels, but 
this he, of course, could not manage very cleverly. 

Having driven these savages into the jungle, we 
continued our course down the stream, which Avas 
here about tAventy yards Avidc. 

Observing a coA^ered spot Avell suited for an 
ambush, I had just pointed it out to Brooke, Avhen 
the sharp rattle of a rnusket-ball, and the excla* 
mation of iny coxsAvain, that he Avas AA'oundcd in 
the leg, proved that the ground had not been 
tenanted in A^ain. On exaiuination, liowever, the 
wound proved to be slight, the ball burying itself 
in tlic boat’s gear, a-inidship. Giving the rajah 
the yoke-lines, 1 noAV opened fire Avith my doublc- 
barrcl fowling-piece, right and left, as fast as I 
could load, Avliilst rny fellows guAX A\my in good 
earnest ; and tliough many shots from the enemy 
told near us, no other casualty occurred at this 
point. 

Tills Avas, lioweA^cr, rather a narrow escape for 
her Majesty’s political agent and myself, the knee 
of the strokesman and the persons of the sitters not 
being very far iipart in a six- oared gig. 

We at length reached the entrance of tlic river, 
having remained a quarter of an hour at the Ioav^u’ 
fort, in order to destroy it thoroughly, as Avell as 
the boom, Avhich Avas a spar of the largest dimen- 
sions. I recrossed the bar Avithout difficulty, but 
the large boats liacl to dismount the guns, and to 
be dragged over. Mr. Brooke and myself got 
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1846. back to the Phlegethon by sunset. Our loss 
during the operations ivas one man killed, and 
fourteen wounded, four of them severely; that of 
the enemy we Avere unable to ascertain ; but from 
the nature of the country and their desultory 
mode of fighting, it was in all probability not very 
severe ; and, on these occasions, no reliance can be 
placed on tlic report of the natives, Avho live on 
exaggeration. 

inn 

The boats, Avith their crcAvs, AA^erc all safe on 
board the Ii’Is (anchored six miles distant) by mid- 
night, and our dark-coloured friends joined the 
rendezvous at the steamer, Avhen Mr. Iloss entei’- 
tained them Avith a feast on the quarter-deck, 
Avhich Avas kept iqi till a late hour Avith great 
spirit, rajah Brooke listening Avith an imperturbable 
countenance and saint-like patience to the oi’t- 
repeated tales of the perfoi’inances of our native 
allies in this grand campaign. Before se[)aratioii 
a bond A\ms drawn up by i\Ir. Brooke, to Avhich the 
rulers of the people Avho had been engaged on our 
side Avillingly subscribed. It promised that all the 
peacealile trilies should protect each other against 
their piratical neighbours ; every independent 
chief also SAvearing to protect the 2)er.son and 
2 )ro 2 )erty of shijiAvrecked or distressed Europeans 
Avdio might be driven on their iron-bound coast; 
and 1 really noAv hojje avo have made a commence- 
ment in the good Avork of rendering these seas 
secure for the laAvful trader. The successful dis- 
charges of our Congreve rockets — Aveapons so fear- 



Chap. VJ.] 


FREAKS OF A SPANIEL. 


231 


fill to a savage people — gave them an idea of our 
power, Avhilst our uniform kindness to all the 
iiiipiratical tribes plainly bespoke our anxiety to 
be friendly with the good. 

Aug. 18. — The Phh'gethon went on with Mr. Au;r. is. 
Jh'ooke to Brurie, and 1 rejoined the frigate. 

A vg. 19. — Kiinanis. I went up to the town early Aug. lo. 
ill the morning, accompanied by the barge and cut- 
ter, and tlie purser purchased six bullocks, of large 
sl/e, for two pieces of calico. Several canoes came 
to meet us at the river’s mouth, and escorted 
us back, — shouting, singing, and giving vent to 
their joy, by paddling round and round us, wav- 
ing their flags and tiring muskets. 

I had also an opportunity of seeing a variety of 
tlie fair sex, wlio, witli numbers of children, crowded 
the terraces which overhung the river, drawn 
thither liy curiosity, not to see eitlier myself, 
officers, or boats, but to witness the performances 
uf my beautiful thoroughbred spaniel, who, sport- 
ing his glossy black hide in the stream, swam occa- 
sionally from side to side, hunting such of the 
brakes on either liank as promised an appearance 
of game, and giving tongue vociferously as some 
unknown bird or animal Avas tlushed or broke cover 
beforediim. 1 may remark casually that the young 
Avomen in general Avere far better looking than in 
other villages of the ]\Ialay stamp ; and it struck 
me as probable that there may have been inter- 
marriages Avith the Dusuns or Dyaks of the in- 
terior. The loAver classes of the females amongst 

4 



232 


CAPTAIN MUNDY’S JOURNAL. 


[Chap, VI. 


1846. the Malays, as amongst the Chinese, are decidedly 
plain ; many, indeed, are frightful, hard-featured, 
and angular ; but the young ladies of whom 1 now 
speak had considerable attractions, were gi’acel'ul in 
their movements, their figures well rounded, and of 
true proportion. 

On landing, I was received by the orang-kaya 
and the jirincipal men of the village ; and, after 
taking a seat on the divan, long cigars (being to- 
bacco rolled up in the leaf of Indian corn) were 
brought to me by some of the ladi(!S of the chiefs, 
and the dooi's of the women’s apartments being 
thrown open, they sat on the threshold, and a 2 )- 
peared to listen with great interest to our conversa- 
tion, and to tlie description which I gave of the 
defeat of Ilajji Samaii, and the destruction of his 
defences in the river ^Mambaknjt. I remarked that 
none of the numerous chiefs or jieojde who thronged 
the large platform in front of the hall of audience 
were armed, and that both Avomen and cliildren 
Avere moving about and ^daying around as if quite 
accustomed to our jiresence ; a circumstance Avhich, 
though very gratifying to me as proving their 
entire confidence in us, yet seemed nnaecount- 
able Avhen I considered that Ave Averc amidst a 
native race professing the Mahomedan religion. 

The successful issue of our operations gave great 
satisfaction to these really good peoiile, though I 
Avas grieved to learn from the orang-kaya that the 
wild Dyaks, Avhom aa'c had driven into the interior 
Avith the remnant of Hajji Saman’s artillery men. 
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would probably make a descent on the fertile 
region of Kimanis, from which they- were only 
distant fifteen or twenty miles. I quieted the old 
man’s fears by promising to revisit his river 
shortly, and by recommending him to act strictly 
on the defensive, as with his numerous swivel guns 
properly placed round the town, it could not be 
captured if bravely defended. On taking final 
leave, the women and children followed me to the 
boat, entreating me not to forsake them, and to 
come back quickly. Several canoes accompanied 
me to the mouth of the river, and others, laden 
with stock, went off to the ship to make their last 
exchanges. 

Avgust 25. — Off Labuan. Imst evening 1 Aug. 
fell in with the IMdegethon : Mr. Ilrooke came on 
board, and passed a couple of hours with me ; and 
from him I learnt that the remaining princes 
belonging to JMuda llassim’s family, with their 
wives and children, were on board the steamer, 
they prefering to return to SaiTiwak, Avherc they 
would live in safety, to remaining at the capital, 
ill constant dread of the accession of the piratical 
party to power, when their lives would be imme- 
diately sacrificed. Ilegarding the present state 
of Brunc, Mr. Brooke assiuvd me that it would be 
most necessary to carry on the same decided and 
steady policy as that observed by the commandcr- 
m-chief, as the only means of keeping doAvn the 
evil-disposed pangerans, Avho would 'again en- 
deavour to persuade his highness to acts of Avicked- 
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ness and violence, if they thought it might bo done 
with impunity, now that the fleet had been with- 
drawn from the coast. Mr. Brooke also informed 
me that the sultan had re-ratified all his former 
engagements, but that, as his character for trea- 
chery and weakness was so well known, it could be 
only by working ujion his “ fear of consequences ” 
that he could at j^resent bo prevailed to punish 
or deliver up the delinquent ]aingcrans. I now 
explained to ^Ir. Brooke all that had occurred at 
Kimanis, and the necessity of iny refnrning there 
again shortly to watch the ])rocecdings of the 
Dyaks, who threatened the town ; but 1 proposed, 
in the first instance, to go up to Brune in force, 
with all the boats and marines, and demand an 
audience of the sultan, at which I would jdainly 
tell his highness that, if he broke through his 
re-ratified engagements in the slighest degree, 1 
Avon Id destroy the city. 

These questions having been duly settled, T took 
leave of my fi-iend the rajah, who returned to the 
Phlcgethon, and proceeded on his voyage to Sa- 
rfiAvak, Avhere 1 pi’omised to touch Avhen the Avant 
of provisions should oblige me to Avork over to 
Singapore. 

This morning avc communicated Avith a large, 
trading prahu; and a report reaches me from tlie 
head man that the sultan has again retired from 
the city, fearing our approach. Ivct him go. Time 
Avill probably cure his highness of the folly of such 
a part as he is uoav acting. I shall, at any rate. 
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proceed to the city myself to-morrow ; and when 
pangeran Mumin is better acquainted with the ' 
results of our late operations, and is assured of my 
intention of remaining many weeks longer on tlie 
coast, he may believe that the English admiral is 
determined to carry into elfect the policy set forth 
in his late proclamation ; and that, liowevcr nu- 
nierous. and violent tlie piratical party may still 
be at llrunc, the growing strength of the mercan- 
tile and peaceful })ortion of the community, sup- 
j)oi‘ted by our squadron, will be an inducement 
to the weak-minded sultan to adhei’e to his engage- 
ments. 

Auij. 20 At anchor in the Borneo river. We Aug. at;. 

;inchoi‘ed inside Moiirra J’oint yc.sterthiy, and, by 
signal, the Ilaztird dropped down from Cherimon, 
and joined company. Our passage from Kiinanis 
has been slow, the weather squally, and the navi- 
gation between I’ulo Tiga and Liibuan being ex- 
tremely intricate and dangerous, from the numerous 
coral reefs whose positions are as yet unknown, I 
am glad to be again moored in a snug berth. Cap- 
tiiin Egerton reports all having’ gojic on quietly 
since the capture of tlie city ; and he gave me a 
letter from Mr. Brooke, which, not expecting to 
meet the Iris again, he had left for me. As it 
explains in a few graphic sentences Avhiit had tran- 
spired between the Christian I’ajah and the Mo- 
hamedau sultan, during the visit of the former to 
to the capital, 1 will here transcribe it : — 
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‘‘My DEAR MuNDY, “Brune, August 25, 1846. 

“We arrived here on the 19th, and found the 
Hazard off Cherimon. After well weighing all 
matters, I resolved (villain though he be) not to 
reject any advances from the sultan, and, as I ex- 
pected, 1 received a most humble letter from his 
Majesty ; in answer to which 1 intimated by mes- 
sage (for I declined any personal interview), that 
lie was permitted to return to the city. He arrived 
accordingly, and with many oaths and protestations 
of sorrow swore that lie would do any thing for 
pardon. 

“ 1 informed him that his recjiiest for pardon must 
be made to the English Government, and that he 
was bound to rc-ratify his broken engagements. 

This he did, and also sent a letter to the (lueeu 
to tlie same effect. I next made him proceed in 
state to the graves of his murdered relatives, and 
then demanded justice on the murderers of the 
royal family. Having no more time I quit tJie 
city to-day, and leave his highness to chew the cud 
of mortification. 

“ You should keep up the finik I have esta- 
blished, and all will be right. 

“ I have quite a menagerie of old women and 
young children on board the riilegethon, with a 
few men, the unhappy suiwivors and dependants of 
Muda Ilassinfs family. 

“ Believe me, 

“ Yours, very sincerely, 

- “ James Brooke. 


“ To Captain Rodney Mundy, R.N.’ 
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It appears certain that, however desirous the 
sultan may have been to secure a personal in- 
terview with Mr. Brooke, his highness will not 
admit me to his presence, for the report gains 
ground that he has betaken himself again to the 
jungle. I shall, however, go up with all my force 
to-morrow, and to the best of my power endeavour 
to carry out the views' of the rajah. 
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CHAP. vir. 

ARRIVAL AT liRUNE. (iAY ARPKARANCK OE TIIK RIVER 

AUDIENCE WITH PANGERAN IRUMIN. SAIL FROM IJOR\F() 

RIVER. ANCHOR OFF KIMANIS. THREATENED ATTACK OF 

PIRATES. PREPARATIONS FOR DEFENCE. PIRATICAL TRIIIE 

OF SARANG. CHASE OF PRAHL'S. PREPARATIONS FOR AN 

EXPEDITION TO DESTROY 8ARANG. PREVENTED RY A CALF. 

DANGEROUS NAVIGATION. — DRIVEN INTO MALLUDU r>AY. — 

CRITICAL POSITION OF THE IRIS. — REGAIN AMIIONIL — SUCCESS 

OF THE OPERATIONS. ILLANUNS FINALLY DRIVEN FROM THE 

NORTH WEST COAST OF RORNEO. 


An(^. 27 Fink clcai* wcatlicr and clear sky. At 

day-light the pinnace, barge*, cutters, and whale boat 
under the orders of Lieutenant Idttle, with a small 
detachment of marines, proceeded up the river, and 
were joined off Chorimou island by the pinnace and 
two cutters of the llazai’d. The flotilla then passed 
on to the city. 1 had given Lieutenant Little 
orders to moor the boats in two lines in front of 
pangeran ^lumin’s house, with sufficient room for 
Commander Egerton and myself to jia.ss between in 
our gigs, and that the marines should be drawn up 
at the "wliarf as a body-guard, it being in the first 
instance explained to the prince that this small 
guard of honour was an liuropc.an custom, and tliat 
my visit would be ami(;alde, tliougli I had at tlio 
same time business of importance to transact. 
Some hours afterAvards 1 left the iris in my galley, 
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Beauty, and, accompanied by Commander Egerton, 
arrived at pangeran Mumin’s house at noon. 

It was really a gay sight. How different from 
my first entry into this singular capital. Then, no 
human being was seen. Noav, the inhabitants 

looked upon our armed boats and red-coated 
marines as a spectacle. The face of the river ivas 
literally covered Avith canoes, and the verandahs 
crowded by the fah\ indulging their curiosity, 
Avliilst the children in hundreds screamed Avith 
delight. Not so, hoAvever, the pangeran aa'Iio go- 
verned the city, for the sultan, on hearing of my 
intended approach, had again retired into the in- 
terior, giving me reason to suppose that he Avas 
going to play the old game again. As I took 
Miimin’s liand, it trembled like an aspen leaf, and 
liis first Avords Averc those of excuse for tlie AA\ant of 
fiiitli on the part of his sovereign, AA'hieh the mi- 
nister feared might lead to a rcncAval of hostilities. 
My political business Avas short. I merely told 
liim tliat in the absence of the Groat Lord avIio 
ruled the sc.'i, 1 Avas acting in his place on the coast 
of Borneo; that T punished the e\il Avith fire and 
SAvord, but protected the good, and fostered trade ; 
that the sultan had nothing to fear from me as 
long as he shmdd abstain from piracy and acts of 
violence; that 1 Avas a military man, and had 
nothing to do Avith their mode of goA’^ernment beyond 
seeing that the treaties AA'^erc respected and com- 
merce unmolested. In shoi’t, let them do aa’oII and 
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1846. I -was their friend ; let them do evil and I should 
burn and utterly destroy their city. 

The officers presently joined us, and after an 
hour’s chat on indifferent subjects we took our 
leave. I observed that all the chiefs around paid 
great attention to the interpi’eter, and my impres- 
sion was that they were satisfied with my state- 
ment and its justice. jMeanwhile the crews of tlic 
boats got their dinners, and many a duck and fowl 
changed hands for fathoms of ICnglish calico ; but 
the natives during this visit were desirous of dollars, 
wliicli they would hardly look at on our first arrival, 
and which, I may here mention, are of no value 
whatever on any other part of the coast. 

Having reached the Hazard, then moored off 
Chcrimon, T got under weigh and proceeded to the 
anchorage alongside the Iris, the boats having made 
thirty-four miles during the day. So much for the 
state visit. Mr. Brooke had asked me to keep up 
the funk he had established, and in this 1 certainly 
succeeded ; but I left the city fully jjci’suaded that 
those in authority were still inclined to be hostile to 
every measure we might pursue for the suppression 
of piracy, howev^er oily might be their promises and 
professions. Before my departure, I told Mumin 
plainly how dissatisfied J was at the sultan’s retir- 
ing again into the jungle Avhen I had sent an officer 
expressly to assure him that there was no cause lor 
apprehension ; and, I added, that, in consequence 
of the critical position of Kinianis since the de- 
feat of Hajji kTUinan at ^lumbakut, I should return 
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in.stantly to that district, and should probably 1846^ 
revisit Brune in a month’s time, when I trusted the 
sultan would grant me an audience and arrange 
terms for peace on a more secure ba.sis. 

Auy. 28 . — Sailed from the Borneo lliver at Aug. 28 . 
daylight with the Hazard in company. The weather 
S(pially, with thunder, lightning, and heavy rain ; 
wind variable, between south and west. Anchored 
at dusk off the island of Labuan. 

Antj. 29 . — Both ships got under weigh early, Aug. 29. 
and, with fresh breezes from the southward, passed 
tlirough the narrow channel to tlie eastward of 
laibuan. In the forenoon the weather became liner, 
and after rounding the small island of Lobedan, I. 
shaped the course for Pulo Tiga, keeping, as nearly 
as I could judge, about the same distance from the 
main land as when the scpiadron jiassed along the 
coast in July. 

About eleven a. m., being under all sail, with stud- 
ding sails on both sides, and going between live and 
six knots, Avith an average depth of lifteen fathoms, 
we suddenly slioaled to eleven, and the next cast 
gave nine. I happened to bo walking the deck at 
the time, and, after ordering the helm to be put hard 
a-port and hands by the anchor, ste])ped into the 
gangway just as the leads-man called out by the 
mark five. The look-out-man, at the masthead, at 
this moment i’e[>orted broken Avater alt round the 
ship; hut the wind being now a-beam, Avith the 
sails shaking, we gradually^ lost our Avay, and, in 
8^ 'iouple of minutes, from five shoaled to four, and 
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1846 . then to three and a half fathoms. At this moment 
dark coral rocks, within three feet of our keel, dis- 
tinctly showed us their fantastic shapes through the 
clear blue sea, and whilst the sail was shortening, 
I momentarily expected to hear the crash of the 
kelson against the latest coral formations, and that 
we should remain a beacon for the Hazard, at this 
period about two miles astei’n, to which vessel I 
had immediately made the signal of standing into 
danger. The chances of hauling off into dee])er 
water, or of grounding, being about equal, it was 
not advisable to anchor in little more than the 
ship’s draught : so we waited patiently for ten 
minutes, drifting about in a patch of between three 
and four fathoms, and then gradually deepened to 
seven, nine, and fifteen, and in half-an-hour were 
again on our course to the eastward. 

It was evident that we had discovered a new 
and very dangerous shoal. Exact bearings Avere 
therefore taken, and its position ascertained, and 
on examining the chart aftcrAvards, it appeared 
that the Agincourt must have passed about a 
quarter of a mile to seaAvard of it, Avith all tlie 
squadron, after leaving Labuan. 

At dusk anchored olf Kimanis, Hazard in coiii- 
pany. 

Aug. 30 . orang-kaya came on board 

Avith a large retinue, and reported that Ihvjji 
Saman had sent him Avord that, although defeated 
by the linglish in the river jVIambakut, he Avas 
strong enough to attack Kimanis by land from the 
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mountains, and that, having joined his forces to 
the Dyaks of the interior, he should come down 
and destroy the town. 

To meet this invader the orang-kaya and chiefs 
of Kimanis had not been idle. Thirty guns had 
been mounted either in the houses, or in positions 
commanding the roads, and the jungle had been 
“ planted with ranjows,” that is, large bamboo 
spikes had been fixed in every direction in great 
numbers — as many as twenty thousand, tliey told 
us, were stuck about ; in short, a proper spirit 
seemed to have animated them for the protection 
of their lioincs and altars, and I was myself gi’a- 
tified to observe that they had acted up to the 
advice I had given them ten days previously, 
and had placed confidence in my promise of oc- 
casionally visiting and assisting them, if the people 
would only shoAV a determination to exert them- 
selves. 

In the course of conversation the orang-kaya, 
Avho professed to be a ilgid ^lussuhnan, as all his 
ancestors had been before him, assured me that, 
though he had considered it his duty to folloAv my 
recoinmendatioiA of putting the town in a state of 
defence, and of collecting together all the able- 
bodied men of the district, still, at the same time, 
he Avished me to understand that he himself put 
little faith in these Avorks of the ilesh, as the Hyaks 
Avho threatened him Avere infidels, unholy and 
abominable, and therefore the God of the Prophet 
Mohamed Avould never suffer them to triumph 
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184 C. over the faithful. I thought I observed a half- 
suppressed smile on the countenance of the old 
chief as he propounded this doctrine to the inter- 
preter, and the latter, a Malay of Singapore, and 
also a Mohamedan, grinned outright as he put the 
phrase into tolerable English. I received the mes- 
sage, however, with due solemnity ; reminding him 
simply, that the man ■who commanded the “ infidel 
invaders” was llajji Saman — not only a Mussul- 
man, but a holy pilgi-im; and therefore it was just 
possible that the Prophet, if not inclined to favour 
the arms of the disciple who had visited ]\Iccca, 
might at any rate remain “ neutral ; ” conse- 
quently, even on I’cligious grounds alone, it was 
necessary to be prepared. I could have added, 
that if the orang-kaya had such perfect confidence 
in the protection of his Prophet, the presence of 
the ships of war was quite unnecessary, and might 
then have expressed my surprise at his having 
entreated me to return to his assistance ; but as 
my reply seemed to strike the old gentleman as 
equally absurd as liis own remark, I let the subject 
drop, and proceeded again to business. 

A messenger was immediately sent off to the 
Dj ak chief Sebundo, w'ho ruled in the river Mam- 
bakut, and who.se trilx; had joined Jlajji Saman, to 
acquaint him that if they advanced across the 
boundary to attack Kimaiiis, I would again enter 
the river Mambakut, and destroy all the fruit and 
cocoa-nut trees, and every village on the banks of 
the stream Avhich my boats could reach ; and it was 
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for him to decide for peace or war. A second 
messenger was also despatched to Hajji Saman, 
pointing out to him the destruction which he would 
bring upon his Dyak friend if he persisted in his 
warlike measures against Kimanis. In conclusion, 

I informed both these chiefs that T was going to 
the north coast to destroy a piratical town, and 
that 1 should return here in a fortnight, when I 
should hope to hear that my advice had been 
taken. 

I had sent Lieutenant Heath early to the town 
to make further inrpiiries as to the exact position 
of the piratical town of Sarang; and, on his return, 
he brought me word that it was only a few miles 
distant from the Batomande rocks, otf* which the 
boats of the IJoyalist had destroyed the Illanun 
prahus ; but that the liar of the river was impass- 
able, except for boats of liglit draft. 

This town of Sarang is tlie last remaining nest 
of the Illanuns on the coast. We must endeavour 
to strike a blow tliere, and then grub them up root 
and branch. 

Aiuj. 31. — A breeze spi'inging up from the laud 
at two in the morning, the Iris and Hazard got 
under weigh, and stood along sliore to the north- 
ward. At daylight tliree prahus were observed 
dose in with the surf, one of which, in her fear of 
the approaching ships, was beached and abandoned, 
aud the others disappeared beliind the Gaya Islands. 

Our course lay within a few miles of the coast, 
the soundings averaging twenty fathoms. The 
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Sept. 1. 


wind, during the afternoon, gradually increased 
from the Avestward, bringing Avith it a considerable 
swell. We again passed Ambong and Tamliassuk, 
and at sunset ancliored off the Pandassan river, 
in seventeen fathoms, having previously made the 
signal to prepai’c boats for service. The Aveathor 
noAV cleared uja again, and tlic boats AA'^crc hoisted 
out, and the parties told off for duty. By calcula- 
tion the Iris Avas anchored about fifteen miles from 
the river on Avhich stood the town of Sarang, and 
my intention Avas to send aAvay the boats of the 
two ships, in the middle Avatch, so that, Avitli the 
aid of the fair monsoon, they might arrive before 
daylight at the pirates’ village, and thus take them 
by surprise. The force to be embarked in the boats 
Avas ninety seamen and twenty-tAvu marines ; the 
Avhole to be placed under the command of Lieute- 
nant Little. It Avas, how'ever, de.stincd tliat tlie 
expedition should not be carried out. About nine, 
r.M., tlie Avind and sea had increased so much, that 
I did not think it advisable to send the boats aivay, 
and they Avere consctpicntly moored astern for the 
night; but understanding that, at this season ot 
the year, there Avas no proliabilify of a continuance 
of bad Aveather, 1 hoped that the morning Avould 
bring a favourable change. 

Sept. 1. — IleaA'y srpialls from the south-Avest, 
Avith vivid lightning, continued during the night, 
but early in the morning the Avind moderated, and 
the boats AV'ere again in readiness to push off, Avhon 
Iresh gusts and siiualls of rain caused me again to 
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pause, and it was well I did so, for the breeze, now 
gradually and steadily freshening, brought in a 
heavy and breaking sea from the westward, and it 
became necessary to get the ship under weigh and 
hoist the boats in with all despatch. 

By the time this service was accomplished it 
blew a fresh gale directly on the shore, from which 
Ave were only distant tAVo or three miles, and heavy 
rain and thick Aveather setting in, I made the signal 
to rendezvous in JMalludu Bay, and bm’e up under 
treble-reefed top-sails to round the dangerous rocks 
of Simpang MangioAv, AA'hich stand out from the 
extreme north point of Borneo. 

The meaning of the words Simpang ^Mangiow is, 

I believe, the “ pirates’ haunt, or place of meeting 
and certainly a better locale for the rendezvous of a 
fleet of prahus could not be imagined on an open 
coast, as Avith all Avinds smooth Avatei’ may be found 
to leeward of some part of this extensive reef. 

Abovit noon avc sighted the outer rock through 
the haze, running at the time eleven knots, the 
corvette in company. By tAVO p. m. avc Avere 
anchored at the edge of a shoal on the Avestern 
shore of ^lalludu Bay, but OAving to the heavy 
rollers setting in, both A''essels rode uneasily, and 
though I had veered to seventy fathoms, the hold- 
ing ground Avas so bad tliat the Iris droAC more 
than once into deep Avater. 

Sc])t. 1). — At anchor in Ambong bay. 1 do not Sept. 9. 
knoAv that it has been my lot to have passed a more 
anxious time at sea than that of the last nine days. 

H 4 



248 


CAPTAIN MUNDY’S JOURNAL. [Cuap. VII. 


1846. 


Fully impressed with the belief that the gales from 
the south-Avest quarter could not last with any vio- 
lence, I three times started from Malludu bay, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect the operations 
against Sarang, and as often was I obliged, after a 
day’s struggle and attempt to get to the south- 
Avard, to bear up again to place the frigate in 
safety. I had ahvays been given to understand 
that by anchoring at night, on any part of tlie 
coast Avhei’c proper soundings could be obtained, 
no danger need be apprehended ; yet in endea- 
vouring, on several occasions, to do this, I found 
so lieaA'y and cross a sea running as to render such 
a step eminently hazardous, and consequently Avhen 
thick AA'cather suddeidy came on, it was entirely 
by trusting to the lead, and to the occasional sight 
of the high land, Avhich, at this part of the coast, 
rises abruptly from the sea, that the ships could 
be kept in that part of tlu; track, Avhich, from the 
squadron luiAung iiassed iqi abreast, Ave had reason 
to hope Avas fi'ee from Iiidden dangers. 

The night of the 7th 1 may here specially allude 
to, as it Avas one of those trials for the nerA'^e Avhich 
is particularly unjdeasant. Having stood over to 
the Avestern shoals as far as possible, 1 got a slant 
of Avind, Avhich 1 hoped Avould have carried me into 
this bay by sunsc't ; but on the contrary, as I got 
in shore, the Avind gradually headed, and left me at 
dark Avithin a fcAV cables’ length of the Ihindassan 
rocks, the sp(Jt precisely the most dangerous of the 
whole coast; and Avith a heavy sea running, and a lee 
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shore, I could only have anchored as a last resource. 
The space to manoeuvre the ship in, which Ave be- 
lieved to be clear of dangers, may have been a few 
miles wide, and in moderate Aveather, I should not 
have thought of keeping under Aveigh, as we Avere 
quite in ignorance both of the tides and of the exact 
positions of the coral reefs. With the heavy sea noAV 
running, I could not do othcrAvisc ; so, close reefing 
tlic sails, 1 stood off and on, judging my distance 
from the land by its appearance, as occasionally seen 
through the incessant and brilliant flashes of light- 
nimr. The rain continued in torrents during the 
night, and the gale blcAv Avith unabated fury till 
daylight — the Avatch constantly on deck, and hands 
by the anchor. Blue lights Avei’e burnt hourly for 
the Hazard, about Avhich A'essel I felt great anxiety, 
as slie liad not been able to make anything to A\'ind- 
Avard, and was hull doAvn Avhen last seen from the 
masthead. 

In the morning she Avas nowhere A'isible, and I 
feared she had again been di’iA’cn into Malludu bay, 
for I kncAV the gallant commander Avould not think 
of bearing up uidess fairly obliged to do so. During 
this cruizc! Ave had scAcral times stood in shore 
toAvards “ Sarang,” so that the pirates must have 
plainly obscrA^'d our maneeuAves, and must have 
been astonished to see the ships cruizing in the 
oiling in such Aveatlier. It Avas, however, very 
evident that this remnant of the lllanuns Avore 
finite secure from any attack from us till there 
should be a complete change in the Aveather, and 
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that all I could hope was that the constant presence 
of the squadron would show them that their de- 
struction would surely come to pass in due season, 
and doubtless by this time they were well aware of 
our success at the other piratical districts to the 
southward, and could, therefore, pretty Avell com- 
prehend the meanin" of our movements in their 
vicinity, and either prepare extra defences or re- 
move their families and property beyond the reaeli 
of our arms. 

We anchored in this bay last night, and, having 
made all secure, the people had a regulai- gO(xI 
night in ; which they much required, and Avhich 1 
was glad to give tlicin. The Iris has decidedly a 
fine ship’s company. Tlie comraandei-in-cliief, on 
inspecting her, told me that there was only one 
other ship under his command with such a crew; 
and this vessel, I believe, was the Wolf. l>ut my 
fellows had been somewhat broken by the last few 
months’ hard work on the coast, and by the inland 
campaigns; and, as our provisions arc now running 
short, I shall not be sorry to revisit Singapore, and 
allow them a three days’ run on shore, an amount 
of leave which 1 invariably give Avhen the service 
admits of it ; as, out of one watch, the greater [lart 
will usually return on board Avithin that jieriod, 
whereas, Avith less lea\m, most of the men are sure 
to break it, and be punished for the same. When 
1 speak of granting three days’ leave at once, I ot 
course only allude to those foreign stations Avherc 
the oiiportunity of alloAving the seamen liberty does 
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not often occur ; probably it may, at most, be twice 
or three times in the year ; and long leave under 
these circumstances will always be found to afford 
more satisfaction, and to work better for the disci- 
pline of the ship, than screwing the fellows up to a 
short period, and having tlie marines or the police 
to be dodging them on shore, eventually bringing 
them off under the character of prisoners. 

Sej)t 10. — At daylight this morning 1 had the Sept. lo. 
satisfaction of seeing the Hazard in the offing; and 
shortly before noon she anchored alongside of us. 

Captain h.gerton came on board, and reported that 
he had found it impossible to make any headway 
for several days, and that the gtile had at one time 
driven him completely over to the Island of Balan- 
bangan, but that a favourable slant last night had 
brought him along. The Hazard having only three 
or four days’ water left, 1 supplied her with five 
tons, and in the afternoon went on shore to visit 
the chiefs, and see our old friends, and obtain a 
furtlier supply of bullocks. The intelligence Avhicli 
I received from tlie orang-kaya was highly satisfac- 
tory. Lieutenant 1 loath, my man-of-all-work and 
interpreter, had ascertained that the inhabitants of 
Sarang, justly feeling the imjmssibility of offering 
a successful resistance to our force, had decided on 
evacuating the ])lace ; and, having been joined by 
the fugitives from I’andassan and Tampassuk, tliey 
had removed their families and goods, and gone 
across the country to the district of Tunku, on the 
eastern shores of Borneo. 
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Thus had our operations on the north-west coast 
been quite successful, and that paragraph of the 
instructions of the coinmander-in-chief which re- 
lated to the Illanuns being entirely driven away 
from these parts been fully accomplished. Of the 
truth of the statement we could not reasonably 
doubt, as the inhabitants of Ambong, having so 
long suffered from the ravages of these pirates, 
were more likely to express a fear of their return, 
and to beg me to remain with the ships for theii- 
protection, than to declare that they had no longer 
any apprehensions from that quarter. 'J'hc fact of 
such inveterate enemies, wlio for the space of forty 
years had been fixed on the boundary of the dis- 
trict of Ambong, being utterly expelled, Avas a 
subject of general rejoicing ; and Avell might these 
simple-minded and quiet people be thankful to the 
Avhite man for the aid afforded to them in their 
utmost need, and for the opening of a trade Avhicli 
promised to be so beneficial to every class of the 
aboriginal inhabitants. 

As usual, T took on board as many bullocks as 
we could carry, and, in addition to the vegetables 
brought to the beach on former occasions, avc had 
sweet potatoes, onions, and limes. .1 recommended 
the chief to encourage the “ pumpkin,” which is 
always valuable to seamen, and Avhich he promises 
to grow in large quantities. 

After a kind farewell J returned on boai’d, 
at eleven p.m. made the night signal for the Hazard 
to Aveigh, and both ships stood out of the bay witli 
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a light breeze from the land, and we again steered 1846 
a course for Kimanis, which place, it will be re- 
membered, I left a fortnight ago, menaced with a 
siege by the redoubtable llajji Saman, aided by the 
Dyaks of Mambakut. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

NEWS FKOM BRUNE. — VIOLENT WEATHER. SUCCESS OF I’HK 

THREATS AGAINST IIAJJI SA3IAN. VISITS FROM THE ORANiJ- 

KAYA OF KniANIS. DEPUTATIONS FROIM BENONI AND PAPPAR. 

— FRIENDLY OVERTURES. ARRIVE AT THE PRUNE RIVER.— 

CHARTS OF THE EASTERN SEAS. DEATH AND BURIAL OF THE 

COXSWAIN. FLEET OF TRADINli PRAIIUS. INTELLKiENCE 

FROM THE CAPITAL. DEPUTATION FROM THE Sl'LTAN. — RE- 
FUSAL OF Ills PRESENTS. AUDIENCE WITH HIS UKilINKSS.— 

SUPEPaSTITIOUS CEREMONY. CONVERSATIONS. SINGIH.ARiry 

OF MR. Brooke's position. — the sultan’s pedigree. 

September 12. — Woukino to the soiitlnvard, Ha- 
zard in company. In tlic afternoon observed a 
large pralui running for the land ; gave chase, and 
boarded her. She proved to be a Prune trading 
vessel, and gave me the information of the sultan’s 
return to the capital, with his wives and family, 
and of his having taken up his quarters in the new 
j)alace. 1 therefore trust that his highness has 
decidedly made up hi.s mind to adhere to his late 
engagements, and that the energetic policy of Sir 
Thomas Cochrane may have had the desired etlecf. 
Towards the evening we. sighted tlie high land in 
the neighbourhood of Kimanis; the weather had 
now become again unsettled, but, aided by the 
bright flashes of the lightning, we continued our 
course along the land, and, having run the dis- 
tance, anchored at midnight in thirteen fathoms- 
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Sept. 13. — Heavy rain, with incessant thunder 
and lightning, and when daylight broke, we found jg 
ourselves three miles from the river’s mouth. We 
weighed at this time, and shifted our berth close 
in, and sent the boats away immediately for water. 

Lieut. Heath was also despatched to the to^vn for 
news of the war, and returned very shortly with 
the gratifying intelligence of the complete success 
of my joint messages to the Borneo and Dyak 
chiefs, Hajji Saman and Sebundo. The threat of 
destroying the fruit trees and the remaining vil- 
lages at Mambakht had detached the 1 )yak Avarriors 
from the cause of Hajji Saman, and Sebundo bad 
immediately Avithdrawn his tribes from the vicinity 
of Kimanis, and declared his intention of no longer 
giving any assistance to his Borneo friend. 

In the aftei’noon the orang-kaya came on board 
the Iris to pay me a visit, and Avas in the highest 
spirits at the satisfactory result of tlie negotiations, 
and at my ajipearing again so true to the appointed 
time. He assured me, that henceforth there Avould 
he nothing for the people of Kimanis to fear, that 
Hajji Saman had retired again into the interior, 
quite subdued, and that he Avould soon be reduced 
to submit to any terms avc might offer, and that 
all the riA'crs on this part Avere favourably dis- 
posed to us. The inhabitants of Benoni and of 
Qualla-lama, hitherto inimical to Kimanis, had made 
overtures of peace since they had observed the 
ships so constantly on the coast ; and he could not 
express how grateful he Avas to me for the protec- 
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tion and assistance I had given to himself and his 
people. We had, as usual, a large concourse of 
natives on board with the chief, but they all con- 
ducted themselves well; and though it is very 
trying to the patience to entertain for so many 
hours a set of men whose language is not under- 
stood, and whose every word must be regiven by 
the interpreter, y'^et it is a pleasurable feeling to 
observe how much the natives appreciate a kind 
and gentle reception, and how grateful they are for 
any attention. Just after I had dismissed iny 
guests the weather set in bad, Avith a heavy swell, 
and as Ave Avcre at anchor Avithin half a mile of the 
bar, preparations Averc made for slipping, topsails 
Avere close reefed, courses reefed, and boats hoisted 
in ; hoAA'CACr, it modei'ated again in the evening, 
and Ave held on in our berth. 

Sept. 14. — This forenoon I received another 
visit from the orang-kaya, and my cabins Avere 
again invaded by ncAV tribes. The chiefs of Re- 
noni and of Pappar, tAvo riA'crs to the iiortliAvard, 
adjoining the territory of Kimanis, and Avho had 
long been on Avhat is called “ not sjieaking terms, ” 
1. t'., ready and active in doing each other every 
possible injury Avhen the o}»portunity otfered, scat 
a deputation to say that they Avere desirous, under 
the .shelter of my friendship and protection, to join 
the confederati(ai in favour of Kui’opean trade, and 
to act up to the proposals and Avishes of then’ 
e.steemed lord the “ Tuan Besar,” Kajah Brooke. 

In consequence of these friendly OA'crtures, I 
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ordered Captain Egerton to take on board a party 
of the natives, and proceed to the anchorage off 
Pappar; there to communicate with the author- 
ities, and bring about the desired aecommodation, 
and specially to point out my desire that they 
should be united with Kimanis, make common cause 
against the pirates, and treat hospitably the crews 
of all vessels- which might be wrecked on the coast. 

In the evening, both ships having completed 
water, and received l)ullocks, got under weigh, the 
Iris ])ound once more to the river Prune, and the 
corvette on the mission above stated. 

Sept. 18. — I’iver Prun^. On the night of the 
IGth we anchoi’cd in our old berth, liaving passed 
round to the Avestward of Labuan Avith soundiims 
SO irregular that I am sure it will be necessary, for 
tlic safety of the A’essels, to have these waters well 
surveyed before an active communication is under- 
taken, or Ave must expect ere long some great 
disaster. The Iris has already had a great many 
narrow escapes. It would be very desirable to 
ascertiiin Iioav far vessels may stand olf the land 
to the nortlnvard and westward of Labuan, and 
whether the numcirous slioals and reefs dotted all 
over the old charts liave any existence. To run 
doAvn tliis coast witli a favourable monsoon and in 
fine Aveather, Avlien anchorage could be liad CAX'ry 
^nght, Avas found no easy matter by the squadron in 
July last, and several of the ships struck the ground 
uioie than once ; it Avill then easily be Imagined 

fhat to Avork uj) in tliick and .squallv Aveather minst 
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be hazardous until some chart giving the channels 
is completed. IIoAvcvcr, as Sir '.riiomas Cochrane 
knows from experience what the coast is, he will 
doubtless make arrangements for the necessary 
survey, for 1 conclude that the orders of Sir 
Edward Belcher were confined to the rectification 
of the coast line and to those higher branches 
of the surveyor’s department, which, though doubt- 
less of great importance to the scientific Avorld in 
genei’al, in no Avay benefit the practical navigator, 
who is far more desirous of knoAving tlie aA'cragc 
depth of the Avatcr beloAV him than the exact height 
of the mountains aboA'c him, and A\dio Avould 
greatly ])refor instruction as to tlic soundings 
round any given point of land, beneath the lee 
of AAdiich he might seek lor shelter, than he made 
thoroughly .acquainted Avith its altitude and geo- 
logical conformation. 

1 luwe always thought that the duties of the 
surveying officer on a new coast should, in the 
first place, be confined to ascertaining tlie general 
soundings, so that the navagator may at once haAa- 
some acquaintance Avith the nature of the road over 
Avhich he is to travel ; and that, in conjunction Avith 
these general soundings, the best places to run for 
in case of bad Aveather should .also bo carefully 
noted ; the more scientific branches may be aftcr- 
V/ards carried forAvai'd. 

Whilst upon this subject my thoughts naturally 
revert to the admirable charts of Captain Col- 
linson, of the eastern coast of China, rough drafts 
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of wliicli were given by that talented and amiable 
officer to Sir Thomas Ooclirane, long before their 
completion, and from which I myself received the 
greatest benefit, having, by their assistance, fre- 
quently succeeded in making quick passages agiiinst 
the violence of the north-east monsoon, and with- 
out which, on one occasion, I certainly should not 
have managed to beat the frigate tlu’ough the 
Formosa Channel. 

Yesterday morning, at daylight, I buried my 
coxswain, David Waterman. 1 Avent away in the 
gig, accompanied by all the boats, and his body 
Avas committed to the deep in the centi’c of tlie 
stream. This measure alone proA'cd the miserable 
state of the land, for, uncertain as to the feelings 
of many of the natives on tlie sea board, and knoAA'- 
ing that the pirate fleets annually visit the coast, 1 
liardly thought it safe to dig a gi’aA'e on shore. 

]\Iy coxsAvain had never I’ccovci’ed from the 
cflects of fever caught during the expedition into 
the interior — poor felloAV, he Avas a good seaman, 
and had been ahvays most useful to me, and his 
loss I shall not easily replace. After the funeral I 
despatched Lieutenant Heath to the capital Avith 
iiisti’Lictions to visit the prime minister, to announce 
iny arrival in the riA^er, and to desire him to ac- 
quaint the sultan that I proposed to myself the 
honour of paying his highness a visit on the day 
after to-morroAv. I may here mention, that as we 
came along the coast from Kimanis avc fell in Avith 
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a large number of prahus, which, now fully aware 
of our character, stood directly towards the ship, 
hoisting each a Avhite flag, and appearing proud to 
show us tliat they were trading vessels. I boarded 
several of them, and found they were bound to 
Pappar and Kimanis, and after the usual trifling 
presents of a few yards of cloth and some biscuit, 
they proceeded rejoicingly on tlieir voyage. At 
night Lieutenant Heath returned from the city, 
bringing the intelligence that all was going on 
satisfactorily ; he liad been Avell received in all 
(piarters, and contidence was completely restored. 
His highness also sent me a message that ho 
should be prepared to receive me at the hour and 
on the day which I liad proposed, but that he 
should previously send a deputation to welcome 
my return to the river. 

Accordingly this forenoon several pangerans, and 
other men of rank, presented themselves on board 
the Iris, bringing a letter for me from the sultan, 
containing an infinity of complimentaiy sentences 
in the oriental style, and begging me to accept a 
boat laden with bullocks, poultry, and vegetables, 
assuring me that “ I Avas held in the highest esteem 
by his highnc.ss, that my countenance Avas beautiful, 
and tliat I Avas number one of tlie officers appointed 
by the. Queen Royal of Europe, and Avas all poAver- 
ful in goodness; that the presents Avere otfered by 
a heart of brilliant purity ; by a Avhite heart, namely, 
by the heart of Sultan Omar Ali, the son of the 
deceased Saint the Royal Sultan Mohamed, who 
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was the elegance of the world, and the servant of 
the Lord of All the Hosts.” I do not know whether 
the sovereigns of Borneo belong to the orthodox 
body of Mussulmans, or to the sect now paramount 
in Persia; but after the bloody deeds enacted by 
the present sultan, 1 should imagine that the 
opinions above expressed of his own virtues were 
rather overrated, and tliat neither party would be 
desirous of claiming him as a follower. 

I had determined not to receive any presents 
until the audience had been accomplished, and 
until I could judge, from a personal interview with 
the sovereign, of the real position of our affairs at 
the capital. I, therefore, civilly refused to accept 
the proffered gifts, but expressed myself highly 
gratified by the sultan’s kind letter, and dismissed 
the princes with many assurances of my belief that 
the troubles of Borneo were at an end, and that 
to-morrow would be a day ever to be remembered 
in the annals of their beautiful country, as the one 
in which a lasting peace would be concluded be- 
hveen the (iueen of Ihu'ope and the sultan ; all ot 
which complimentary language, in their own style, 
they appeared to be highly pleased with. At any 
rate, they 2 )asscd over the ship’s side in high spirits, 
and probably, as they plainly see that they can no 
longer play the bully, Avith any hope of success, 
they may have determined to make the best ot the 
lesson administered by the fleet, and may, hence- 
forth, take really to heart the advice of their moral 
conqueror the English rajah. Meantime, I must 
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make preparations for my state visit to-morrow, 
when I must do the host I can. 

Se-pt 1 9. — At daylight the pinnace, barge, cutters, 
and gig, under the orders of Lieutenant Heath, 
left the ship for the city, Ijieutenant Alexander, with 
a body of marines, embarking in the boats. I de- 
sired Ijieutenant Heath to anchor in line opposite 
the stdtan’s house, and to draw the marines up on 
shore on the terrace leading to the audience-hall. 
At half-past seven I left tlie ship in the galley, with 
my aide-de-cani]) ]\lr. Fordo, overtook the boats at 
Cherimon, and reached the capital at half-[)ast 
eleven, rowing the seventeen miles in three hours 
and a half, against wind, but Avith a slight flood- 
tide. The sultan received me at the entrance of 
the audience-hall, and the marines, avIio were drawn 
up in a position directly enlilading the divan, pre- 
sented arms as 1 st(“pped over the threshold, and 
made their pieces tell Avell t(jgethoi’. I observed 
the old monarch tremble in his sli[)pers, and look 
round Avith amazement ; for the landing of the body 
Avas A'cry much against his Avill, and he evidently 
entertained a sliglit sus 2 )lcion that, as he avcII 
merited punishment, I Avould act as his highness 
undoubtedly Avould haA'c done in my place, namely, 
kidnap him by treachery. I le appeared about si.xty 
years of age, his countenance evidencing imbecility 
and hy]) 0 crisy. Ho has two thumbs on his i-iglit 
hand; is La'c feet live inches in height; thin and 
meagre of limb. He Avas Avell dressed, his manner 
and dei)ortment thorough bred, and he Avas treated 
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Avith marked respect by the numerous princes and 
magnates Avho thronged the hall. He otFcred his 
hand to me, and led me to a seat, and his carriage 
Avas gentleman-like, though he continued to look 
distrustfully at the marines, AAdiose pi’opinquity ap- 
peared to the last very distasteful to him. IIoav- 
ever, I had previously assured him that the guard 
Avas for my own protection, and that recent occur- 
rences prevented my appearing in the city except 
in force. The hall had been entirely built during 
the last three Aveeks. 

7 \fter presenting all my ollie.ers, I informed his 
highness that I had Avords for his priA'ate ear, and 
Avished to knoAV if there Avas an a})artme.nt at 
hand Avhere I ct>uld speak Avith him alone. lie rose 
immediately and led me through a long corridor to 
an open chamber, Avhich commanded a A'iew of the 
river. He then ordered a large Avax taper to be 
lit and placed before us, and explained that this 
Avas Avitness of the pureness of his heart, and of the 
oath Avhich he Avas ready to make of his goodwill 
t(3 his sister, the “ (lueen of Europe,” for so the 
llorncans stylo our gracious sovereign, i then gaA*e 
Jiim the following Information, viz.: that I should 
not interfere in any way in his government, but 
that England Avould •expect the ministers he ap- 
pointed should be good men, favourable to Eu- 
ropeans and to laAvful commerce, exact in the ob- 
servance of treaties, and actiA'c in discountenancing 
piracy in his dominions ; that a gruA'e outrage had 
been committed by firing upon the English flag, 
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and that I Avas unable to say Avliat redress would 
be considered sufficient ; tliat I knew there Avere 
several bad men in the city, formerly in his councils, 
but as his highness Avas aAvare of the opinion of her 
Majesty’s political agent on that subject, 1 should 
give myself no trouble about it; that those evil 
counsellors, however, ouglit to be punished. The 
sultan assured me, in reply, that he AA^as ready to 
submit to any terms tliat the British admiral or 
Mr. Brooke should dictate ; tliat he AA^ould deliver 
up for piinisliment tlic four persons Avho had been 
most acth^e in hostilities against us, but that lie 
prayed forgiveness for the princes Ilassiin, Tiiz- 
zudeen, Tfimet, and Illudcen, Avho AA^ere not the bad 
men they Avere represented to be, and Avould hence- 
forth be the best friends of Ihigland ; that for the 
future he Avould fulfil all the teians required, and 
that his gOA^ernment should be strictly just. 

I really pitied the poor sovereign, alarmed, humi- 
liated, and crest falhm ; he clung to the hope that 
I AA'ould assure him of the pardon of (ireat Jiritain. 
T could sec the dread he entertained of the next 
visit of the sliijis in force, believing that the (^hiecii 
of England would depose him, and })ut anotlicr 
prince on the throne. I I’oplied, that as I knew 
nothing of the histories of the eiglit pi*inces he had 
named, I could do no more than mention to Mr. 
Brooke the observation of his highness, but that 
justice he Avould certainly receive at the hands of 
our government, and that all depended on his oavji 
conduct ; that I Avas going immediately to SaraAvak, 
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and would convey any letters he might wish to 
write to Mr. Brooke. Finally, I told him, tliat I 
had remarked that he had built an entirely neAV 
palace since our destruction of the old one, and that 
many other new houses were in course of erection, 
and I further observed, that it Avould be much 
more agreeable to me to protect his capital than to 
burn it to the ground, which would assuredly be 
its fate, if wicked men again prevailed in liis coun- 
cils, and 1 took occasion to remind him of the 
chastisement avc had inflicted upon Tampassuk, 
I’andassan, and ^lambakut. The sultan again SAvore 
by the Prophet, in honour of Avhom he had just 
lasted thirty days, that his heart aa'us in the right 
place, that he had never forgot the kindness of the 
admiral to him la.st year, that he had given positive 
orders to Hajji Saman, Avho coinmanded the forts, 
not to fire on us, but that that chieftain Avould not 
ob(‘y him ; that he Avas noAV a fugitiA'e in the moun- 
tains, and Avould soon be arrested and executed. 
After a few more Avords I took my leaA'e, and re- 
cinbarked under another salute at one i*. m., and 
got on board at fiA^c. 

The capital, during my visit, Avas croAvdod Avith 
every description of prahu and canoe, and, as on 
a former occasion, it aa'us quite a gala day for (he 
inhabitants ; and certainly CA^ery thing AA'as done to 
give me a proper reception. JMumin, too, AA'as 
quite a diffei’ent man, and appeared to belicA'c in 
the advent of better days. Of the sincerity of the 
sultan I can only judge by appearances ; building 


184G. 



266 


CAFTAIN MUNDY’S JOUUNAT.. [Chav. VII I. 


18 IG. 


a new palace, and repiiiring tlie damages of tlie 
captured city would be folly, if submission to our 
terms were not intended. Time only, hoATCver, can 
demonstrate this, but my opinion is, that if our 
gOA’ornment should order another assembly of ships 
olf the capital, the inhabitants Avould not again flee 
into the jungle, and that the llornean government 
Avould be quite submissive to the Avill of rajah 
IJrooke, Avho, in plain AAmrds, is, at this moment, 
da facto sovo'cti/n of the AA'hole coast of Jlorneo 
I’roper, from point A pi to ^Malludii, 700 miles in 
extent ! 

What an extraordinary position for an Ihi- 
glish gentleman to be phiced in, and hoAV has ho 
managed to reeeiA'c the homage of so vast a popu- 
lation ? lly unremitting kindness and attention to 
the natiA'cs of every description, during a soa’cii 
years’ residence in the heart of their countiy. 
AVdiat could be more remarkable, than the A'oluntary 
gathering of the rajahs off Kimanis, last moiifli, 
just before our attack on Alambakut. People Avho 
had ncA^er seen liim, and only heard from otJier 
tribes of his benevolence and good goA'ernment at 
SarfiAS^ak, flocked to his standard, ready to give 
their Ha'Cs in his cause. Then, hoAV romantic his 
imirch into the interior, in pursuit of his great 
enemy, the treacherous sultan ; a dccisiA'C measure, 
undertaken by orders of the admiral, Avhich termi- 
nated in the total submission of the most ancient 
Mohamedan soA'creign the east, and finally 
placed him at the mercy of the English rajah. 
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1 may here remark, that the sultan informed me, 
that his family had supplied the last twenty-live 
reigning princes, a circumstance of which his high- 
ness seemed exceedingly proud, and which he 
hoped might be considered by our government as 
a reason for supporting him on the throne of his 
ancestors. Whether this statement of his pedigree 
be correct or not I cannot pretend to say, but 
liavinga great respect for old families and the aris- 
tocracy, generally, I Avas glad to hear tins senti- 
iTieiit, even thougli it Avere spoken by a degenerate 
iMiissulrnan, and I sincerely hope, that it may not 
be too late to rcA^iA^e the ancient prosperity of the 
kingdom of liorneo, and that further atrocious 
conduct on the part of the royal family may not 
compel the IJritish government to interfere in the 
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Sept. 21. 


CTTAP. IX. 


ST^CCESS OF THE MISSION TO l'Ari»AU AND liENONT. — COMPIA- 
MENTARY LETTER AND 1‘RESENT FROM THE SULTAN. DAN- 

GEROUS NAVIGATION. — THE ‘‘ PRETTY IRIS.” — ARRIVAL AT 
SARAWAK. — MR. BROOKE AND THE NATIVE CHIEFS. — NEWS 
OF A CHANCiE OF MINISTRY. — DEATH OF CAPT.UN MAITLAND. 

THE sultan's letter TO MR. BROOKE. — VISIT TO THE 

DATU bandar. PROGRESS OF INDl.’STRV. THE FOIiT. — 

MR. BROOKE’s MILITARY FoJBJES. EUROPEAN RESIDENTS IN 

SARAWAK. TAKE LEAVE OF MR. BROOKE. PROSPECTS OF 

HIS (iOVERNMENT. — DEATH OP LIEUTENANT MATHEWS. — 
THE FUNERAL. — ARRIVAL OFF SINGAPORE. — NEWS OF RE- 
INFORCEMENT. — PROBABLE OCCUPATION OF LABI AN ARRI- 

VAL OF THE WOLF. — ORDERS TO TAKE I’OSSESSION OF 
LABUAN. EXTRACT FROM SIR T. COCIIRANe’s DESPATCH. 


20. — The Hazard rejoined this morning, 
and Captain Egerton reports that his mission to 
Pappar and Benoni liad been successful, and that 
both districts had joined the “ pacific alliance.” 
Heavy rain continued during the day, but this did 
not prevent several native boats from bringing 
provisions to the ships seventeen miles ; and 
having completed our stock of bullocks, we hoisted 
in the boats, and prepared for sea. 

Sept. 21. — Weighed at daylight, and stood over 
to Labuan. At ten a large prahu came alongside, 
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and several of the pangorans from Brune presented 1^46. 
themselves in iny cabin, bringing dispatches from 
the sultan for Sir Thomas Cochrane and Mr. 
Brooke. II is highness also did me the honour to 
address a complimentary epistle to me, expressive 
of his sense of my polite demeanour, and begging 
me to accept a gold-handled kris, which he hoped 
I would keep in remembrance of my visit. 

This was rather a puzzler. I was not desirous 
of accepting the gift, yet 1 did not wish to refuse 
a civil olFer, made just after the audience which 
had passed off so satisfirctorily. I therefore re- 
quested the bearer to accompany me into the side 
cabin, and tlicn depositing the weapon in one of 
iny boxes, explained that I should keep it in that 
place till I returned to Brune from Singapore, 
whither I Avas bound to replenish provisions ; and 
that if I found, on my next visit, that the sultan 
Avas really sincere, and that good men Avere around 
him as ministers, I Avould retain it as a pi’esent 
Avhich I should prize most highly ; but if otlier- 
Avise, that 1 should be obliged to send it to him 
again, and should consider that I had been inten- 
tionally treated Avith disres])ect. Pangeran Illu- 
deen, avIio Avas the individual thus addressed, 
declared himself satisfied Avith my proposition, and 
shortly afterAA^ards the deputation left the frigate, 

Avhen both vessels hauled to the AAund, and worked 
to the soutliAvard. I found that, in turning to 
Avindward along this coast, it A\ms seldom necessary 
to caution the leadsmen to pay attention to their 
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duty, as every man on hoard know the irregularity 
of the soundings, and scorned conscious of the ne- 
cessity of a sharp look-out. This afternoon our 
average depth was thirteen fathoms, but at one 
cast we got live a few miles to the south-west of 
Roosookan, but putting immediately on the otlier 
tack, we deepened again to the old depth. At 
dusk it fell calm, heavy rain came down, and 
thunder and lightning continued during the night. 
Anchored, at ten p. m., in twelve fathoms. 

Se/)f. 22. — AVe weighed at daylight, and with a 
light favourable breeze, at the distance of ten miles 
from the land, shaped a course for Tanjong \hxv- 
ram. Our soundings were thirteen fathoms, but 
again we found our way upon an extensive shoal, 
on which we discovered four and a lialf and five 
fathoms ; and the water being smooth and clear, 
we could plainly trace the coral formations in the 
ocean’s bed. The ])oats were cpiickly lowered, to 
assist in towing the ship into deep wfitcr, wliich we 
accomplished after undergoing the usual quantum 
of anxiety; and I began to imagine myself espe- 
cially fortunate, in these my unintentional surveys 
of the coast, at not having yet discovered a spot 
over which the frigate could not float, tliough on 
one occasion the leadsman gave a quarter three;” 
just eighteen inches above tlie draught of water ot 
the Iris, when well by the stern. 

Frequently have the boats been down, pulling 
round the ship, with orders to toss up their oars 
whenever a cast of three fathoms should be got, 
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tliis manoeuvre being the preparatory signal for 
dropping the anchor immediately, whilst at the 
same time the men in the chains were exercising 
their musical voices to the extremely disagreeable 
stanza of “ and a half thi'cc, and a half three,” some- 
times rendered more palatable by the variation of 
“quarter less four;” nautical sounds which were 
li,stened to witli impressive silence by the officers 
and ship’s company, who, conjointly with the cap- 
tain each moment expected that the false keel 
Avouhl be damaged, or portions of the cop[)er dis- 
placed by coining in contact Avlth the latest sub- 
marine formations ; and who looked with horror at 
the possibility of any such accident as would di- 
minish the sailing qualities of the “ Pretty Iris.” 
Tlio “ Pretty Iris!” this may appear a fanciful ex- 
pression, therefore in order to avoid the imputation 
of a misplaced vanity, 1 may here remark, that 1 
make use of it advisedly, as on a memorable occa- 
sion, Avhen sailing in company Avith the Flag Ship, 
and Avhen the Aveathcrly qualities of the Agincourt 
Avere specially apparent, the admiral by a remarkable 
signal made knoAvn to the shi[)s in company his 
opinion of the beauty of the frigate; and though I 
may readily admit that the message, under existing 
circumstances, may have been a simple compliment 
conveyed through a telegraphic medium, still it 
may be supposed that after so public an adA crtise- 
inent of one of the distinguishing features of the 
Iris, she maintains to the pi’osent day the appel- 
lation to which I have alluded. 
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1846. In the afternoon I gave Captain Egcrton orders 
to proceed Avith all despatch to Singapore, there to 
refit and replenish provisions, whilst we shaped a 
course along the coast for Sarawak, the Avind gra- 
dually freshening up Avith rain, thunder and light- 
ening. Soundings during the night hetAveen ten and 
niiKiteen fathoms, frequently the squalls Avere heavy, 
and the ship Avas I’educed to topsails on the cap. 

I Avas sorry to receive tJiis evening <an unfavour- 
able I'eport of the health of Lieutenant JMathcAvs, 
AAdio AA'as taken ill shortly after our return from 
the march into the intci‘ior, and had been on the 
sick list ever since. 

Sept. 27. fSiyyf. 27. — During the last fiAm days avc have 
been Avorking to AvindAvard against the south-Avest 
monsoon, Avith heavy rains and squally Aveathei-, 
and rounded Tanjong Sii'ik yesterday. About nine 
this evening, whilst standing Avith a strong breeze 
toAvards the land, Ave obserA'ed, through the aid of 
brilliant flashes of lightning, the high promontory 
of Santobong, and at midnight haA'ing run the 
distance, and suddenly getting .soundings in thir- 
teen fathoms from no bottom at thirty, Ave anchored 
immediately", and fortunate it Avas that avc had 
carried on sail to the last, as in less than a quarter 
of an hour after the ship brouglit iij), the Avind 
chopped round to tlie soutliwaird, and blew Avith 
great violence. 

Sept. 28 . Sardicak^ Sept. 28. — Dayliglit showed us the 
entrance of the Sarawak river south by east, distant 
ten miles, Weighed immediately, and shifted our 
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bei’th close off Taiijong Po, anchoring there in six 1846. 
fathoms. 

At noon I left the ship in the gig, taking Lieu- 
tenant Heath Avith me, and proceeded to the re- 
sidence of Mr. Brooke at the town, being most 
anxious to see him again, and to hear how things 
Avere going on in his province. The distance Ave 
had to pull Avas tAventy-four miles, and the tide 
being against us, it Avas eiglit p. Ji. before we reached 
the residence of the rajah. We found him in perfect 
health, seated at the head of his table, and occupied 
in giving an account, to a fcAV natiA’e chiefs as- 
sembled in the I’oom, of our late campaign against 
the sultan, to Avhlch these people appeared to be 
listening Avith mute astonishment and deliglit ; and 
Avhich history, Brooke subsequently told me, he 
Avas obliged to repeat o\"er and over again to fresli 
jiarties, as they arrived from the interior for the 
tlouble purpose of congratulating their lord and 
governor on his safe return amongst them, and of 
hearing from his own lips the deeds Avliieh he had 
performed. 

On this same evening the Julia, ^Ir. Brooke’s 
schooner, arrh'ed from Singapore, and brought the 
intelligence of the resignation of Sir Robert Peel’s 
ministry, and the accession of their opponents to 
poAver. Let us only liave a strong goAan’nment, 
nnd it boots not to a sailor Avhat party rules the 
country. 

T also received the melancholy neivs of the death 
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of Commander Maitland of the “ Spiteful,” of fever, 
after a few days’ illness. I had received a letter 
from him, written in the highest spirits, only a 
week before he breathetl his last, in Avhich he 
congratulated himself on having escaped from 
Borneo, and on his appi'oaching return to India, 
the climate up the Brune river not having agreed 
Avith him. lie Avas an excellent man, and esteemed 
by all Avho kncAV him. By this oppoi’tunity avo 
also heard of the total loss of her Majesty’s brig, 
Osprey, on the Ncav Zealand coast, and of the 
death of the master of the Ringdove, from the 
effects of the Avounds he had received from the 
pirates in i\Ialludu Bay. 

Sep^. 20 . /Sept. 29. — This morning I delivered the sultan’s 
letter to ^Ir. Brooke, Avhich Avas opened and read, 
and found to contain rencAved assurances, on the 
part of his highness, of his intention of being 
faithful to his late engagements, and of his deter- 
mination to punish the guilty pangerans. In the 
e\"ening avc had a large party of natives in the liall, 
Jind amongst them tAV'o of the young princes Avho 
had been brought by Brooke to SarilAvak, to save 
ihem from the vengeance of the sultan. It Avas 
fun and merriment to a late hour ; and, as u.sual, 
Ave had some good stoi-ies from several of the 
pai*ty. 

iM j)!. :u). Sept. 30. — This morning I accompanied Brooke 

on a visit to the Datu Bandai’, avIio is quite a young 
man, and the second in rank of the tlu’ee native 
rulers appointed by the rajah to govern the toAA'n. 
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He received us with a salute of twenty-one p;nns, 
and, with much courtesy, escorted us to the upper 
room of his new mansion, where we found seated 
his pretty and youthful wife, having a child of a 
few months old on her lap, and several attendant 
maidens around her. She immediately arose, and 
was apparently in the act of bending forward, with 
the intention of impressing her ruby lips on the 
hand of her Avhite lord and supreme ruler, when 
the action was forestalled by the gallantry of the 
English rajah, Avho, rcver.sing the order of the cere- 
mony, gently kissed the taper fingers of the lady 
bandar. The interview lasted half an hour, 
during which the exterior of the house Avas sur- 
rounded by a dense mass of the inhabitants, col- 
lected there Avith the hope of getting a glimpse of 
their much-loved governor, a desire Avhich Avas 
subsequently amply gratllicd; and I may truly 
say, that 1 felt [iroud of my countryman, and of 
the opportunity thus alforded me of Avitnessing 
the extraordinary enthusiasm Avith which he Avas 
everyAvhere received. 

The house of the 1 )atu Avas ncAvly erected, having 
tAVO stories, Avhich is quite unusual in these coun- 
tries ; it AAuvs, moreover, neatly furnished, painted 
Avhite outside, and in every respect, could boast of 
more real comfort than any building in the city of 
brune. The rest of the day Avas occupied by visits 
to the fort, the smelting establishment for the an- 
timony ore, and by a lounge in the Kling Bazar. 
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These men arc natives of the Malabar country, and 
IMohamedans, and, 1 believe, ai’e as great adepts as 
the Israelites or modern Greeks in the art of suc- 
cessful trading. They deserve, at any rate, the 
credit of having made the most of the ground 
allotted to them by the “new government,” and 
feeling that property is now secure, they have 
erected commodious buildings for their wares, and 
appear to be thriving. 

The fort is small, mounts six long guns, eighteen 
pounders, and is kept in good order. A covered 
platform is erected above the battery, for musketry, 
and the artillerymen, who garrison this outwork, 
may amount to hvc-and-twenty, or thirty Malays ; 
the whole commanded by a native oflicer, who 
formerly served in the Ceylon rifles. All boats 
passing up the river, by day and night, are hailed, 
and each morning a report is made in person to 
Mr. Brooke. The barracks appeared comfortalde, 
and the corps really respcctal.)lo. The battery com- 
pletely commands the short and narrow reach 
leading to the town, and no pirate force Avould ven- 
ture to attack it in its i>resent efficient state ; but 
the expense must be considerabh*, each soldier re- 
ceiving about thirty shillings a month besides his 
food. The maga/inc is under the care of a young 
Englishman, named Channon, a faithful servant of 
Mr. Brooke. 1 also paid a visit to Mr. llupell, a 
sturdy gentleman, who appeared as if he Avould 
stand uj) well for his rights, and who has charge 
of the “ woods and forests.” 
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I was next introduced to Mr. Hupc, a German 
missionary; but I imagine, though a respectable 
anti good man, he has not as yet mticli advanced 
the cause for which he has been sent into a country, 
of the latitude and longitude of which it is very pro- 
bable his masters themselves arc not aware. On 
the left bank of the river, besides the house of the 
rajah, stands a Avell-fitted building belonging to Mr, 
Jlentig, a merchant, who having received an allot- 
ment on his first arrival, appears to have expended 
considerable time and care on its improvement, and 
whose garden and grounds are laid out with much 
neatness and good taste ; the surgeon of the Iris, 
however, had some reason to be displeased with an 
arrangement wliich ^Ir. Hentig had made to protect 
his young plants from the wild pigs in the shape 
of a large pit into which Dr. Whipple nearly fell, 
and at the bottom of Avhich Avas a trap of gigantic 
proportions. 

The house of Mr. Orookshanks pi’omises also to 
be a substantial dAvelling, but it is as yet in an 
unfinished state. Mr. Crookslmnks, during the ab- 
sence of Mr. llrooke, becomes goA'ernor nd interim^ 
and, 1 understand, does the Avork Avith much lirm- 
ncss and good judgment. 1 had not an oppor- 
tunity of examining the residences of the other two 
llnglish gentlemen Avbo make up the number of Eu- 
ropeans inhabiting the ncAv colony, namely. Doctor 
Treacher, “phj^siciau general of the jiroA’ince,” 
and Mr, Loav, naturalist, but they arc not behind 
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hand in the possession of the comforts of tlieir 
brother exiles. Of the kind hospitality manifested 
by Doctor Treacher to the officers who chanced to 
visit Sarawak, I had often heard, as indeed I had 
of the other members of this small community: 
seasonable acts of kindness such as these will, I 
hope, ever be properly appreciated by all wearing 
her jVIajesty’s naval button. I was much interested 
in the account given by Mr. Low of his recent 
visit into the interior when on a botanical excur- 
sion, and gained much information generally re- 
specting the country; he seems an unassuming, 
intelligent young man. I am only sorry that the 
great extent of the station which I have to look 
after precludes the possibility of remaining any 
length of time in an}' one place. Mr. ilrookc is 
most anxious that 1 should acconi])any him into the 
interior, and judge for myself of the growing pros- 
perity of the once Avretched 1 )yaks ; but provisions 
run short, and to Singapore I must go to replenish 
and to relit. 

It is, however, satisfactory to think that I shall 
leave the whole coast in a. progressive state of re- 
covciy from the hon'ors wliich have lately been 
enacted, and ivith this (piietncss over the land, and 
the knowledge of the .security of my friend, I ab- 
sent myself for a feiv weeks with better heart than 
otherwise 1 should have done. 

Tlic f|uestion of the Sakarran and Sarebas j)iratc.s 
has yet to be settled; but the seasoii has passed 
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for their putting to sea this year, and within the 
river they are at present inactive. 

October 1. — After an early breakfast I took leave 
of my friend and “ companion of the bivouac,” and 
started on my return to the ship, having Avillingly 
])romised to revisit Sarawak at the earliest oppor- 
tunity, feeling indeed, after the exciting and in- 
teresting proceedings of the last four months, the 
gi'catcst anxiety to be more thoroughly acquainted 
with the country, and happy if my position as com- 
manding the squadron in Borneo could in any way 
assist the truly great views of Mr. Brooke, — views 
whicli I knew the commander-in-chief believed, if 
steadily carried out, would be of incalculable benefit 
to tlie commerce of Gi'oat Britain, the object of all 
others the most important in my opinion. Mr. 
Brooke, after years of patience and pinvation, had 
now proved that there was nothing visionary and no- 
thing of self interest in his great undertaking; and 
had he done nothing beyond placing the vast coal 
district of Borneo at the feet of his country, he would 
liavc performed a practical .service 'worthy of no 
small reward. As I passed out over the. bar of tlic 
river I Avas hailed by a natiAC boat Avhich after- 
Avards came alongside, and gave me a letter from 
the surgeon. It announced the death of one of the 
seamen, and the dangerous state of Lieutenant 
^lathcAvs, Avho had been insensible since daylight. 

1 got on board at sunset, and, to my great grief, 
found that tliis excellent officer, and truly good 
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184G. man, liad breathed bis last a few hours befoi’e. 
I can safely say, that his loss was deeply felt by all 
on board. All loved him sincerely, and during the 
Avhole time he had been with me, he performed his 
duty to my entire satisfaction. Exposure during 
our operations on this coast had brought on fever and 
dysentery, to wliich lie at last fell a victim. In tlie 
march into the interior, in pursuit of tlie sultan, 
Lieutenant MathcAvs commanded the main division 
of tlie seamen, and aa'us tlie spirit and life of our 
party. It Avas my intention to have sailed to-night 
Avith the land breeze ; but uoav I must remain till 
to-morroAV, and perform tlie Inst sad duty to my 
respected shipmate. 

Oct. 2. Oct 2. — The morning Avas ushered in Avith rain, 
thunder, and lightning ; but it cleared uj) at nine, 
and soon aftciwards the funeral party left the ship, 
consi.sting of nn self, as chajdain and chief-mourner, 
in the gig, and folloAA'cd by the oflicers tuid as 
many of the ship’s company :is the boats Avould 
contain. A graAm had been prepared in a secluded 
.spot, beneath a .small cluster of young fir-trees, at 
about one hundred ytirds from the landing-place, 
on a sandy beach, directly op[)osite flie rocky islets 
off Tanjong Poe. Immcdititely aboA'c this spot rose 
the toAvering cliffs of tlie same name, Avhich arc 
the mark for the outer anchorage off the SaraAA^ak 
river, and close beneath ran a small Avinding 
stream, Avhich, not a quarter of a mile distant, 
emptied itself into the sea. The situ.'ition was 
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picturesque. The coffin of Lieut. Mathews Avas 
placed by the side of Ids shipmate, the seaman 
Chandler; and, having read the funeral service, 

I returned on board, leaving a party on shore 
to plant young saplings around the graves. 

In the afternoon I got under weigh Avith a fresh 
breeze from the norfh-Avest, and coiitimied all night 
■working oixt of the bay toAvards Capo Datu. 

Oci. 4. — The land of Borneo still in siglit near Oct. 4. 
Sambas. Chased tAvo pi’ahus, Avhich proved to be 
ti’aders. Nothing of note occurred beyond the 
interesting circumstance of my beautiful Kerry 
coAV having calved, and of a centipede eight inches 
in length having been found in my cot. 

OcL 7. — To-day avc passed a brig. Tliis is the Oct. 7. 
first Kuropean A^essel avc have seen for many months, 
none A'enturing to navigate the north-Avest coast. 

Indeed, it Avould be madness to do so until it has 
been in some degree surveyed, and cleared of the 
pirate fleets. 

Oct. 10. — BloAA'ing hard, Avith heaA'y rain. .\t Oct. lo. 
ten A. At. lu’ouglit up in Singapore roads, the 
Aveather at the time so thick, that A'essels at anclior 
a fe.AV cables’ length distant Avert; not A'isiblc. At 
noon it cleared up, Avhen Ave discoAnred her Ma- 
jesty’s ship Hazard in port. 'The letters came on 
board. The ticket conveyed to me slioAved my 
share to be fifty-four letters aixd seventy-one ncAVS- 
papers. The lioiise belonging to the recorder 
haA'ing, tlirough the kindness of the governor, 
Lieutenant Colonel IkitterAVorth, C. B., been placed 
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at my disposal, I immediately landed, and was glad 
to have the opportunity of some days of repose 
whilst the ship refitted and provisionetl. 

Nov. 6. — Singapore. After a stay of three Aveeks 
in this roadstead, 1 was about to return to Jlornco, 
when I received a letter from the commander-in- 
chief from Hongkong, acejuainting me of his in- 
tention of rc-inforcing me with the Wolf, 18, 
Captain Gordon, and Hon. Company’s shij) Pluto, 
and at the same time learnt, by late intelligence 
from England, that there was every probability of 
oi’ders being sent to Sir Thomas Cochrane to take 
immediate possession of the island of Labuau in tlie 
name of the Queen ; under these circumstances I 
decided on remaining at this central spot until I 
.should receive further communication from tlic 
admiral by one of the pi’omised vessels ; and the 
Hazard Avas therefore despatched alone to Sa- 
riiAYak, AAoth ordei's to remain in the riAcr until 
my arrival, unless ]\Ir. Prooke sliould request her 
services on other parts of his territory. jMeauAA'hilc! 
I remained quietly on shore, associating much Avith 
Lieutenant (Jolonel PutterAvorth, Avdiose generous 
hos 2 )itality is as proverbial tliroughout the straits’ 
settlements, as are tlie amiable qualities of his very 
excellent lady. 

With the exception of the society at Govermneut 
House, Singapore is a dull place for the navy. I 
had only the honour of a very slight acquaintance 
Avith the great body of the merchants, Avho appear 
to bo exclusively occupied Avith their business. 
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though I will not omit to state that I have passed 
many agreeable hours in the house of Mr. Read, 
who, partial to the navy in general, is always ready 
to give them a hearty welcome : the attention of 
Rr. Oxley to those of our cloth is also well known, 
and, I venture to say, properly appreciated. 

Nov. 30. — Her Majesty’s ship Wolf arrived on Aug. 30 . 
the 25th, and brought me orders from the com- 
mander-in-chief to jiroceed, so soon as the weather 
and my other duties would permit, to the coast of 
Borneo, and, after making the necessary arrange- 
ments with the sultan or his ministers, to take 
possession of the island of Labuan, in the name 
and behalf of the queen. d'he following exti’act 
from Sir Thomas Cochrane’s despatch will show 
the nature of tho.se instructions : — 

“Your first proceeding will be, on your arrival 
off the Borneo river, to Avait upon the sultan, and 
acquaint his highness tlnit her ^lajesty the Queen 
is now desirous of availing herself of the tn.'aty 
entered into in Xoveinbcr, 1844; and that you 
have received instructions to carry her Majesty’s 
Avishes into efleet. 

“ The judgment and discretion you have already 
evinced since my departure from the coast of 
Borneo persuade me that, in the relations that Avill 
hereafter take place between the .squadron under 
your command and the sidtan and his ministers, 
your oAvn conduct (and you Avill take measures to 
secure the same on the part of the otficers belong- 
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ill" to it) will be governed by tlie utmost eircum- 
spection, ui'baiiity, and forbeai’ance, that his high- 
ness’s misconduct, and consequent liumiliation, 
shall only be brought to his recollection through 
the contrast ottered in the present tranquillity and 
increase of dignity he enjoys by his friendly rela- 
tions with Great Britain. 

“ Having made your preliminary arrangements 
with his highness or his ministers, you will proceed 
to take formal possession of Lalman, with the 
usual ceremonies obscrv'cd on such occasions ; and, 
if you have the means of doing so at hand, you will 
ei’cct, in a conspicuous place, a stone column, 
stating the day, month, year, and reign in whicli 
the possession Avas made. You Avill be carelul not 
to incur any expense upon the island Avithoiit 
authority to .do so ; but should you make any dis- 
coveries, either in its vegetable or mineral pro- 
ductions, the possibility of obtaining a sufficiency 
of good Avatcr, or any other of its ca])abilities not 
already known and reported on, you Avill commu- 
nicate the same to me ; and should the opportunity 
offer, you will make further examination into the 
veiy ])romising coal which Mr. Brooke and myself 
discovered on the maiidand, in the vicinity ol 
!Moarra island. 

“ You Avill, in conformity Avith the instructions 
contained in Adscount Palmerston’s letter, station 
at Labuan one of the sIoo[)S under your command, 
and the steam ship Avhich Avill shortly be added to 
your force, assigning to them the duty of suppress- 
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ing piracy along the coast, from the Sarawak to 
the north point of Borneo, and visiting yourself 
this part of the district under your immediate com- 
mand, from time to time as circumstances may 
render necessary. 

“ As Mr. Brooke, Her Ma-jesty’s Political Agent 
in Borneo, has been intimately associated with all 
my proceedings connected with tlie island, you will 
communicate Avith him before visiting Brune, and 
afford him the perusal of tliis dis])atch ; aATiiling 
yourself of any views or suggestions Avhich he may 
offer to you, as to tlic best mode of carrying out 
the foregoing instructions. His long residence in 
the country, and intimate acquaintance with the 
manners and customs of its inluibitants give great 
value to his opinions, and of wliicli I have fre- 
([ucntly availed myself, Avith much advantage to the 
public service. 

(Signed) “ Tiios. Cochrane. 

“ To G. llotliicy INIundy, Esq., Captain of II.M.S. Iris.” 


On examining the treaty of November, 1844, 
alluded to in this dispatch by Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
I obseiwc that it states that, “ The sultan is Avilling 
to cede to the Queen of England the island of 
Eahuan and the adjacent islets, on such terms as 
may licrcafter be arranged by any person duly ap- 
pointed.” A question lAaturally suggests itself — 
Will the sultan sign the necessary doeument unless 
he is offered some equivalent ? Tlie Avording of the 
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former paper certainly does not suppose an uncon- 
ditional surrender of part of his territory. How- 
ever, all former agreements have been annulled by 
the sultan’s firing upon the British flag — and this 
I must fall back upon if the pangerans are hostile 
to the 2 )roposed arrangement. 

The lucid despatch of Viscount Palmerston, com- 
manding the occu 2 )ation of this new station, was 
also forwarded to me for my gtiidance, and I was 
further directed to call otf Sarawak, and consult 
with Mr. Brooke as to the best mode of carryitig 
out the foregoing instructions ; and in the event ol' 
his considering that his own jwesence should be 
necessary at the capital, I was to I'eceive liim on 
board the Iris; but, if otherwise, that, as it was 
desirable Sir T. Cochrane should have a confer- 
ence with him previous to giving up the command 
to Admiral Inglelield, I was to offer the rajah one 
of her Jtlajesty’s ships to convey him to Singapore. 

These or’ders were every thing that 1 could de- 
sire, but as all the boats of the W^olf had been stoved, 
and she had received other damage from the bad 
Aveather outside, she required a few days to refit, 
and being now ready, wo shall sail to-morrow. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Butterworth has rendered us 
every assistance by furnishing me with ample sup- 
plies of tents, awnings, tools, and other requisites 
for clearing away the ground of a new colony ; and 
the short treaty Avhich I had drawn out for the ap- 
proval of Mr. Brooke, has been beautifully exe- 
cuted in English and Malay, under the directions of 
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the Kesident Councillor, the lion. Mr. Church, * 84 G. 
who, jointly with the Governor, has taken an interest 
in forwarding the views of her Majesty’s govern- 
ment, for which I feel particularly grateful. A 
large assortment of plants, flowers, and seeds has 
also been procured through the kindness of Mrs. 

Church for the new settlement, the whole of which 
were placed under the care of Captain Gordon, who 
undertook the charge of the horticultural depart- 
ment. 
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CHAP. X. 

RETUKN TO SARAWAK. — ADVICK OF MR. BROOKE. TMPROA E- 

MEKTS THERE. DESTRUCTION OF THE “ BEAUTY.” NARROW 

ESCAPE OF THE JOLLY BACHELOR. — SAIL FOR THE RIVER 

PRUNE. PROSPECTS OF LABUAN. ANCHOR IN THE liRENl': 

RIVER. ORDERS OF THE BRITISH (iOVERNMENT. AUDIENCE 

WITH THE SULTAN. WARM DISCUSSIONS SIGNATURE OF 

THE TREATY FOR THE CESSION OF LABUAN. — PRESENT TO II IS 

HIGHNESS. TERMINATION OF THE INTERVIEW. — ANCIIQil AT 

LABUAN. COMMENCEMENT OF LABOUR THERE. PREPARA- 

TIONS FOR HOISTING THE BRITISH FLAG. — ARRIVAL OF PAN- 
GERAN MUMIN WITH THE PRUNE FLEET. — INSCRIPTION TO 
COMMEMORATE THE TAKING OF THE ISLAND. — CEREMONY OF 
HOISTING THE FLAG. CAI'TAIN MUNDY’s SPEECH. 1 — ANI- 
MATING SPECTACLE. DEJELNE TO THE PRIME .MINISTER AM) 

CHIEFS. DETECTION OF A THIEF. CHRISTMAS DAY AT LA- 
BUAN. HARBOUR OF LABUAN. — CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 

December 1. — Tub Iris and Wolf sailed at day- 
light, and falling in ^vitl^ the Sappliire outside, we 
completed provisions. By this vessel I had also 
the satisfaction of hearing from tlie commander-in- 
chief that her Majesty’s government had entirely 
approved of the operations of the scpiadron on the 
coast of llornco, which intelligence was confiianed 
hy a most welcome letter from my friend. Captain 
Hamilton, secretary of the Admiralty. I trust 
promotions will folloAV for the junior officers. 

Dec. 7 Sarawak. After a most boisterous pas- 

sage across, with thick and abominable weather, we 
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aiicliored in tlic outer roads yesterday, and tlie 
same evening 1 came up to h'arawak in my galley, 
pulling thirty-five miles in five hours and a half. I 
found the rajah, as usual, at the head of his table, 
entertaining the native chiefs at his hospitable 
l)oard, many of whom, forgetful of the Propliet and 
tlie Koran, allowed themselves to taste the fruit of 
the vine, as it passed cheerily before them. 

Before we retired to rest, Mr. Brooke read the 
dispatches, and at onc(* made up his mind to go to 
Singapore, being most anxious to say fiirewell to 
vSir Thomas Cochrane, who had so steadily assisted 
him in all his difficulties, and also to make the 
ac(iuaintancc of the rear-admiral shoi’tly expected 
to relieve hiin, 

JMr. Brooke entirely a])pi*oved of the three short 
articles I. had prepared, though he at once told 
me, that the pangerans would make an objection to 
ceding any territory, unless money were given, in 
exchange ; but he bade me be resolute, and felt 
sure that the sultan’s seal would then l)e appcnided 
to the document. 

This forenoon 1 went over the new cleai-ances, 
making on the other side of the river, directly 
opposite Brooke’s house, and was surprised to find 
how much had been done during the last two 
months; a road had been cut for nearly a mile 
directly through the heart of the jungle, which is 
intended to curve round to join the fort, and the 
land on either side will be sold for town allotments ; 
the ever-active Cliinese bad already several plots of 

Von II. 


184G. 


V 



CA P FA IN MUNDY's JOURNAL 


[('IIAP. X. 


184G. ground under cultivation, supplying the increasing 
population with various kinds of vegetable produc- 
tions. 

ix-c. 8. g — ]\rr. Bi’ooke and myself embarked in 

my galley, after breakfast, and proceeded to the 
mouth of the river, Avhere Ave met the cutter of 
the Iris Avaiting, and glad avc Averc to find her, as, 
on getting out to sea, Ave discovered that breakers 
Avcre stretching completely across the bar, and it 
Avas Avith difiiculty, after a long pull, that avc 
reached the Hazard, at anchor ofi’ Tangong Poe. 
Tlie Aveatlier uoav set in so bad, that Ave Avcre 
obliged to remain on board that vessel during the 
night, the Iiis and the Wolf being at anchor some 
miles to tlie nortlnvard, tlie rain incessant, aii'l 
heavy rollers setting in, Avhich broke only half a 
mile in shore of us. 

Dec. 9 . JJc’c. 9. — After an anxious night, the Aveatlier 

moderated, and Ave found the gun-boat, tlie 
Jolly Bachelor (Avhich Brooke having lent me, I 
had desired (.,'aptaln Egerton to refit and pre])are 
for service) all right in her berth. Both vessels 
then Aveighcd, stood out to sea, and anchored near 
the others in the offing, ft now blcAV strong froiri 
the nortliAvard, and a heavy sea Avas running di- 
rectly on the shore. With difficulty I Avas able to 
get my galley from the Hazard to the Iris, and in 
hoisting her up she capsized, and Avas stoA'c all to 
pieces, nothing remaining but the keel and a Icav ot 
the uj)per streaks of the planking. Such Avas Ike 
end of P>eauty, the Avinner of the Ladies’ Cup at tlie 
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the first “ Ilong Kong Tlegatta,” and the conqueror, 
also, at the subsequent regatta at Singapore, when 
she beat a Canton wlieiny, brought from thence ex- 
pressly for racing. IJeauty was built by Mr. At- 
kinson, at the Cove of Cork, was copper-fastened, 
and beautifully put together. 

Whilst tlic demolition of my favourite l)oat was 
thus going forward, the Jolly Bachelor tripped lier 
anchor, and drove rapidly towards the sliore, upon 
which Captain J'igerton got the Hazai’d smartly 
under weigh, and bearing down to her rescue, suc- 
ceeded on throwing on board some hands with the 
boatswain, by which means the gun-boat was en- 
abled to regain her anchorage oif Tangong i\)e, 
where she brought up for the night, and though 
her gun was thrown over-board attached to her 
cable to assist her in holding on, she had a narrow 
escape of being dashed to pieces in the surf, having 
driven a second time within a fi‘W hundred yards 
of the breakers. 

Dlw 10. — At daylight, with a strong northerly Doo. lo. 
wind, the Iris and Wolf got under weigh, and com- 
luenccd beating to windward, bound to the river 
Brunt*, wliilst the Hazard, with r>rooke oil board, 
proceeded to Singapore to meet the commander-in- 
cliief. 1 was snr[)rised ut the sea running on tlie 
coast, a regular Bay of Biscay swell, dust before 
vSunset Vjoth ships tacktnl close off tl\e entrance of 
the river Balowi, the Wolf having held her way 
with the Ii'is better than I expected. At ten p. .A n 
we lost sight of her a few miles astern, and thick 

c i? 
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Dec. 11 


I'ec. 13. 


Dec. 14. 


rainy Aveatlier came on, tlie wind veering to tlie 
N. W., and making the dangerous point of Sirik a 
lee shore. 

Dec. 11. — At daylight observed the Wolf courses 
down to leeivard. Wind strong from W. N. W. with 
rain and a lieavy ground-swell, soundings from 
twenty to fifteen fathoms. Noon, lost sight of the 
AVolf. In the afternoon made and shortened sail, 
as necessary to frequent squalls. Oarrying on to 
round cajie Sirik, wiiich we did at eight r. jr. in 
twenty fathoms. Hate of sailing ten knots against 
heavy head sea. 

Dec. 13 Yesterday and to-day Ave had strong 

Avinds, hloAving from Avest to S. i’’. ; then calms for 
a fcAv hours, Avitli thunder and lightning and heavy 
rain, and the usual SAvell from N.X.W. About 
dusk, being by the reckoning off ('ape llarrain, avo 
anchored in thirteen fathoms. 

Dec. 14. — At three in the morning the Avind 
shifted suddenly to N. Ih, bloAving strong Avith heavy 
rain; Aveighed immediately, and, under double-reefed 
top-sails, Avorked off shore, soundings from ten to 
tAvelA’c fathoms. Daylight shoAva-d us the land 
stretching far to the castAvard ; at nine the Aveather 
cleai’ed up, and suddenly Ave observed the summit 
of the great mountain of Kina BalloAV towering 
above the clouds, its fantastic and rugged peaks 
clearly pencilled on the blue sky be}'ond, the 
distance from the ship at the time being upAvards 
of 1 20 miles. 

At noon Ave observed the island of Tmbuan. den 
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(lays from this date it will be British territory. I 
am proud to tliiiik tluit it will be my lot to lioist 
the British flag thereon, for who can predict the 
I’esults Avhich may arise from this insular possession, 
commanding, as it docs, the whole north Avcst coast 
of Borneo, and if followed up, as probably it will 
shortly be, by the addition of the outwork of Ba- 
lambangan, our influence will be firmly established 
in the Eastern Archipelago, and the Bugis trade 
lietween Singapoi-e and the fertihi island of Celebes, 
at present so little known, placed on a secure foot- 
ing. During the afternoon the sea breeze from the 
westward blew fresh, and brought us to an anchor 
off the JMoarra shoal at sunset, at which time we 
observed a large number of prahiis running into 
tlic Borneo river. 

/Ar. 15. — Beautiful moiaiing, and air fresh, Doc. 15. 
thermometer 78^. No sign of the Aolf. In the 
afternoon we Aveighed, and Avith a line sea breeze, 
ran into the rivei* Brune ; loAvest soundings, oahu* 
tlie bar, four fathoms. .Vnehored at thi’ee R. M. 
in our old berth, Avithin tA\ o hundred yards of the 
beach, in eight fathoms mud. 

Dic, IG. — At daylight, I sent the boats of the Dcc. IG. 
ship, armed, to the caj)ital, in charge of T/ieutenant 
Heath, to Avhom I gave Avritten orders, directing 
him to translate them, sentence by sentence, to the 
prime minister. They gaA^e a sketch of* my in- 
structions, but at the same time set forth the indig- 
Ration Avhich Avas felt by the English Government 

the sultan having fired at the queen’s flag, and 

V 3 
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1846. that it would greatly depend upon the conduct of 
liis highness and the pangerans, in my interview 
relative to the cession of Labiutn ; whether or not, 
pacific relations would be renewed. 

I thouglit it necessary to use tliis decisive lan- 
guage, as it was evident, from what Mr. Brooke had 
told mt*, that the sultan would expect a sum of 
money in exchange for the cession of Labiian ; and 
as I was Jiot authorised to entertain any propo- 
sition of this nature, but ordered ‘^to take steps for 
obtaining formal possession of the island,’^ 1 fore- 
saw, that all kinds of ditfieulties would be made ; 
and, forewarned by j\Ir. Brooke, believed tlie plan 1 
adopted, of keeping up the prospect of anotlier visit 
from the admiral, the English rajali, and the fleet, 
would ])C the best antidote against violent oppo- 
sition from the ill dis[)osed pangerans, and the pi- 
ratical ])arty in general. 

In tlie evening, Eieutenaiit Heath ivtui’ned, and 
I’cported tliat all had ])een pi’ogressing favoura1)ly 
at Brune since my de[)arture, and that ]\Iumin was 
still prime minister. After translating my orders, 
Lieutenant Heath was summoned to the prc'sence 
of tlie sultan, Avho declared his readiness to sec nu‘ 
on the day I proposed, and that having full con- 
fidence and faith in ,ine, he was [)re[)ared to sign 
the treaty when brought before him. 

So far all appears favourable. For the wretched 
sovereign’s woi*ds T need care litth', and of the dis- 
position of the pangerans 1 could learn less ; but 
to find no objection made to tlie interview is some- 
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thing gained, and as I ti’ust the Wolf will arrive ’^46. 
in the course of to-inorrowj we shall have an im- 
posing flotilla and a respectable body of marines to 
overawe the turbulent princes. 

Dec. 17. — The Wolf arrived in the afternoon, Ueo. 17 . 
and all arrangements were made for the expedition 
to the capital to-morrow. 

Dec. 18. — At daylight I sent Lieutenant Little Ucp. is. 
in charge of the boats of the Iris and Wolf, armed 
with twenty marines, to the capital, Avith orders to 
moor them in line of battle opposite the sultan’.s 
palace, and to aAvait my arrival. Lieutenant Heath 
was to assist as interi)rotei’, Avith the Malays brought 
from Singapore. At noon I ai’rived. Pangeran 
^Iimiin I’eceived me on the steps, and the sultan 
at the gateAvay of the audience hall, and after shak- 
ing liands, and the usual salutations, conducted me 
to a seat. Tlie room Avas croAvded Avith the pan- 
gerans, rajahs, and dependants generally avcU 
dressed, and all armed Avith the krise. I com- 
menced business immediately by stating that I had 
brought a treaty for his highness’s seal and signa- 
ture sent by the British GoA crinnent Avhich I Jioped 
he Avould approve of, and Avhich I begged might be 
read aloud by my interpreter. This Avas done, and 
the folloAving are the clauses, short and to the 
Jiuint ; — 

L “ Peace, frientlship, anti good understanding 
shall subsist for ever betAveen her Majesty the (pieen 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and his highness the 
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sultan of Borneo, and his respective heirs and sue- 
cessors. 

2. ‘‘ His higliness the sultan lierehy cedes in 
full sovereignty and property, to her Majesty tlie 
queen of Great Britain and Ireland, her heirs and 
successors for ever, the island of Lahuan and its 
de])endeneies, tlie islets adjacent. 

3. The government of her Majesty the queen of 
Great Britain and Ireland hereby engages, in eonsi- 
de ration of the cession above specified, to use its 
best endeavours to suppress piracy, and to protect 
lawful commerce, and the sultan of Borneo, and Ins 
ministers, promise to afford every assistance to the 
British authorities. 

‘‘Done and concluded at Brune the 18tli day 
of Decemlier, 1 846. 

(Si^-iied by) 

“ The Sultan (XArAii Am.’’ “ G. Bodnicy Mundv.” 

The lirst and second artick‘s a[)peai’e(l to give 
satisfaction, l)Ut the third and last o(*easioiird 
much demur, the assurance on my part ol’ onr 
assistance in “ supj)i*essing piracy and protecting 
lawful commerce” not lieing considered exactly an 
equivalent ; a circumstance perhaps not much to 
be Avondcred at, seeing that the majority of the 
nobles around Avere, in their hearts, directly op- 
posed to this very measure, and, instead of receiv- 
ing it as a set-off against the cession of Labiian, 
would probably tliemselvc-s have given much to 
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have been able to get rid of it. An animated 
discussion continued for nearly an hour, during 
which time I remained perfectly quiet and silent. 

The interpreter at length said, The nobh‘s 
Avant money in exchange for the cession of teri-i- 
tory.’^ 

J have no instructions to entertain such a 
])roposition,” Avas my reply. 

Tlie sultan, then turning to me, said, “ This day 
is Friday, a day kept holy to the Prophet ; I 
cannot sign any paper upon it.’’ 

J remarked, That no objection had been made 
to Lieut. Heath Avhen 1 first proposed the Friday,” 
and I was again silent. 

The sultan them ol^served, That the former 
treaty Avas not similar, and that he recpiired money 
in return.” 

‘‘ When vour highness fired at the llritish flag, 
you bi'oke that treaty, and peace has not since 
been made. The admiral and ^Ir. F)rookc expect 
you to sign this as a proof of the sincerity of your 
j)r()mlses made Avhen I Avas last at }'Our capital.” 

I Avas beginning to 1)0 imj)atient, for the dis- 
cussion amongst the nobles still continued, and 
promised to be interminable. At last 1 turned to 
the sultan, and exclaimed firmh', “ Hobo cliop, 
bubo chop!” followed up by a Icaa" otlier i\Ialay 
Words, the tenor of AAdiich aa^is, that I recommended 
his majesty to put his seal fortliAA-ith. 

His highness immediately arose, saying, ‘‘ I pro- 
uiised, and I will perform and he then left the 
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hall, accompanied by a few of the pangerans. 
Twenty minutes now elapsed, whilst we sat looking 
at each other, patterns of silence and patience. 
Observing no signs of his highness’s return, I told 
prince Mumin that the tide had changed, and time 
pressed, and that I wished a messenger to be sent 
to the sultan. This was complied with, and 
shortly aftei’wai'ds his highness reappeared, bearing 
himself the royal signet, of which he seemed ex- 
tremely proud, and which avus really a creditahlo 
]n’oduction for native AAUrkmanship. AVith him 
came a host of folloAvers, carrying Avax tapers and 
hammers, and Chinese paper, avIicu the great seal 
being held over the candle and blackened, the i7n- 
pressiou Avas stam[)ed beneath the Alalay interpre- 
tation of the treaty, my seal and signature being 
ap])ended to the original English. The pangerans 
Suleiman, llassim, Tuz/.udeen, Kahar, Sora, and 
llludeeu Avere all present. These Avere the chiers 
Avho, under the influence of Ilajji Saman, princi- 
pally instigated the sultan to give his consent to 
the atrocious act ordering the murder of lludru- 
deen and Aluda llassim, and Avho Avere also pro- 
minent in their hostility to the English, and to 
luiropean connection or commerce. Ijooks of de- 
fiance Avere yet marked in their countenances, but 
the boats in line of battle in front of the palace, 
and the marines Avith fixed bayonets on the thresli- 
hold of the audience hall, though a picturesipio 
group, Avas by no means calculated to encourage 
any act of violence. J marked them Avell, and 
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fixed eaeli of them steadily in the face ; and I do 
them the justice to say, they met my look Avith a 
cool and haughty gaze. AVith this continued dis- 
position to oppose us, I could not help thinking 
Avliat would have been the fate of Captain Egerton 
or Sir EdAvard Jlelcher, had they incautiously pro- 
ceeded in their gigs to Ilrunc just after the mas- 
sacre, and before the admiral liad draAvn their 
teeth. 

It Avas evkhmt their hatred Avould be unehange- 
iihle; but our flag once hoisted Avi thin forty miles 
of the capital, Avill their despotic and cruel policy 
still be able to trample upon the groAving civilisa- 
tion of a people, Avho, from the productions of the 
soil, and from their position, must be anxious for 
an extensive commerce? I cannot conceive that it 
will ; the nakodas, the merchants, and the masses 
generally, gave unerpiivocal signs of being on our 
side. They hailed the fact of the cession of Labuan 
to the Ihiglisli as the daAvn of a better daA', and 
onr boats were receiA'cd A\ith joyful acclamations, 
lumdretls of canoes flocking around, with provi- 
sions and articles of cui'iosity. 

AVhen I rose to take leave, the sultan re((uested 
live minutes’ private interview, Avhen lie asked me 
coiiiideiitiidly Avhether the queen AA'ould interfere 
with his government on tlic mainland ; and he 
added, that he had a pt'rfect reliance on me, as 
1 had always performed my pi’omises. 

I told him, “ that av(; should not interfere AAUth 
Iiiy government, but that our ships would pi’o- 
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tect the coast from the Illanun pirates, and so 
render the naviiiation secure for the smallest boats ; 
and I proposed, in my next visit to the Bor- 
neo river, that his highness should jiay me a 
state visit, when I would receive him with royal 
honours, and thus prove to his enemies, as well as 
to his own pco[)lc and subjects, that lie was in 
alliance Avith the great hhiglish nation.” 

During the Avhole of this interview, Avhich at (irst 
looked A^ery threatening, Lieutenant Heath affoi’ded 
me great assistance, and especially at the crisis, 
Avheii my patience had quite; oA^aporated. 

The sultan a])peared gratilied Avith this proposal, 
and, pointing to the river-side, showed me a large 
and gaudy prahu, Avhich, he said, he had just built 
as a State barge, and in Avhich he Avould roAV down 
the ri\er, and visit the Iris. Tic added, “ that, if 1 
particularly Avished it, he Avould come over to 
Labiian, and be [ixrsent at the ceremony of hoist- 
ing the English Hag, but that he Avas ahvays sea- 
sick, and hoped I Avould excuse him.” 1 replied, 
“that, unfortunately, the steam-vessel under my 
command had been Avrccked on her passage to 
Borneo; otherAvisc I should have been delighted 
to have placed her at the disposal of his highness, 
but could not hear of his crossing the open sea in 
a river-barge; ” and so Ave ])arted. 

I presented his highness Avith a handsome new 
telescope, .silver-mounted, and, bidding adieu to the 
princes and nobles, stejiped into my gig, the 
battery saluting Avith fifteen guns, and the drums 
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and cymbals beating lustily. At five I got on 
board the Iris, when I was joined by Captain 
Gordon, who, Avith nearly all his officers sick on 
board, had felt himself so fatigued by the extra- 
Avork of navigating the ship, as to be unable to 
accompany me to the capital. 

Idle result of this day’s labour has been most 
satisfactory. After the opinion of Mr. Brooke re- 
lath'e to money being expected in exchange for 
the island of Labuan, I had always a doubt as 
to the sultan's acceding to any arrangement, and, 
though my determination Avas fixed to take ])Os- 
sessiou of the island, Avithout the permission of the 
monarch, on the ground of peace not having been 
yet concluded, still I Av^as most anxious that the 
treaty should be signed, and that all should be 
arranged in an amicable manner. This has noAv 
been accomplished, and the government and people 
at the capital thoroughly understand that the 
English, in possessing themselves of Labuan, do 
so Avith the vicAV of pi’otecting legal commerce, and 
uprooting piracy in all its branches. I have inAuted 
“ all hands ” to come oA'cr, if they choose, to Avitness 
our proceedings on Thursday next, the 24th instant, 
and I sincerely hope that Prince Mumin and others 
may A'oluntarily attend. 1 believe they will do so, 
and that they uoav have confidence in me, and rely 
upon my Avord. Henceforth I shall in noAAUse 
interfere Avith them politically, unless callecl on by 
the sultan to protect him from pirates, and it will 
be for the admiral or ^Ir. Brooke to settle the 
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1810. difFerenccs wliitih arc sure to aviso relative to 
domestic slaves, runaway oftenders, and tradiii<>' 
disputes. I conceive that I have now accomplished 
all that could be expected from the tenour of the 
admiral’s instructions. The sultan, though a weak 
and illiterate man, is evidently highly respected by 
all classes of his subjects. They consider him as 
above censure, and look upon him as possessor 
of tlie throne by divine rigid. 

It appears, from Air. Hunt’s description of Borneo 
Proper, written in 1812, that the ancestors of the 
reigning sultan ascended the Musnud iii the thir- 
teenth century, since Avhich twenty-nine prinei's 
have sat on the throne. The Alohamedan le- 
ligion Avas adopted a century later. Air. Hunt 
adds, that, Avhen the Portuguese visited Brune in 
1520, the number of Chinese settled there Avas 
immense ; the capital contained 5000 houses, Avas 
rich and populous, and the king and court ex- 
hibited great splendour and magnificence. In 1812 
there AV'cre only 5000 Chinese throughout the king- 
dom ; since Avhich they have gradually diminished, 
and during the last tAventy years not one has 
ventured to set foot upon the soil. 

Dec. 19. Dec. I'd, — Got under AA’eigh in the morning, 
and crossed over to Labnan. Anchored iuATctoria 
Harbour at ten a. m., in seven fathoms, two cables’ 
length from the beach, making a running moor. 
1 landed immediately Avith Lieut. Heath, fixed on 
the spot for the flag-staff and tents, and aftenvards 
Avalked round to the inner liarbour, Avhere Ave found 
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several trading prahus, ■which reported that they 
had come in from Benoni, and that they were 
beginning to navigate the coast ■with more con- 
fidence since our operations in July and August. 

I was pleased at the first viaAv of the place. The 
flat ground clear of jungle is (at a guess) tAVo 
miles in circuit, and of an oval form, the long axis 
parallel to the beach. This was covered Avith long- 
coarse grass, and swampy in many places, and tlic 
soil sandy. But I shall not attempt description 
till after a closer examination. 

In the afternoon we commenced our labours. 

The Avorking-party, under Lieut. Heath, assisted 
by Mr. Jossling, landed ; the tents Avere pitched, 
the clearings Averc begun, the flag-sta'ff beached, 
and Avells dug. Good Avater Avas found three or four 
feet deep. I called this point of the harbour, Point 
Pasley, and the opposite point. Point Hamilton, 
after my oldest and most intimate friends, both 
felloAV-collcgians — old messmates, and captains of 
the navy, and the latter the second secretary of 
the Admiralty. Whether these names Avill be re- 
tained after my departure is doubtful ; but finding 
there Avas no native name to either e.xtreme of the 
harbour, I thought my.-elf at any rate justified 
in giving them, Avhilst my Avork aatis going fonvai’d. 

In the evening, the Amelia, English merchant brig, 
arrived from Singapore Avith a mixed cargo for 
the Brune market. 

I^ec, 21. — The Wolf arrh'ed from the rh^er Dec. * 21 . 
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1840. Borneo. Gordon and myself occupied all day on 
shore, superintending the working parties, and 
exploring. Ordered kir. Airey (master) to examine 
for water, and Hr. Hooper to buoy the rock in the 
centre of the harbour. Lieutenant Forbes left in 
the pinnace for ILauic to procure bullocks and 
vegetables. 

D('c. aa. Dec. 22. — The flagstaff Avas completed this 
morning, and stepped in the afternoon at the dis- 
tance of twenty yards from the shore. The held 
pieces and boat guns were also landed and ])lace(l 
in battery. Towards evening a fcAV large pralius 
came in laden Avilh proA'isions. 

Doc. -23. Dec. 23. — At daylight Ave observed several 
armed prahus standing into the harbour, Avhicli, 
on arriA'al, anchored in shoi'o. 1 received a mes- 
sage from I’rince Humin, to say that he had arrived 
from Bruiie fur the pui'pose (fl' Avitnessing the ce- 
remony, and that he should be happy to pay me a 
visit on board the Iris. 

At thirty minub'S past nine the prince, Avith six 
other pangerans, nakodahs, orang-kayas, datus, 
and about eighty folloAvers, came on boaixl. 1 
saluted the prime minister Avith thirteen guns, and 
receiAcd the jiarty in my cal)in, Avhci’c they ro 
mained about tAVO hours, and conducted them.selves 
Avith great propriety. On taking his departure, 
the minister presented me A\dth his kris, Avhich lie 
took from his girdle, a handsome Aveapoii Avith an 
ivory handle. 
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Dec. 24 Early in the morning a large granite 

slab, bearing the following inscription, was erected 
on the rising ground close to the flag-staff : — 

THIS ISLAND 

WAS TAKKN POSSKSSION OP, 

ON DECKMBER 24*TI1, 1846, 

IN THE NAME OF HER MAJESTY 

VICTORIA, 

QUEEN OP GREAT BRITAIN AJSTD IRELAND, 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
ms EXCELLENCY REAR-ADMIRAL 

SIR THOMAS COCHRANE, C.R., 

COMMANDER-IN CHIEF, 

BY 

CAPTAIN G. R. MUNDY, 

COM3IAND1NO 

II. M. S. IRIS. 

At eight, top-gallant yards were crossed, and the 
ships dressed; at noon the numerous .pralius, with 
the large boat of pangeran INluinin at their head, got 
under oars, and shifted their berth close in shoi’e. 
The sun was piercingly hot, but the weather beau- 
tiful for the ceremony. Idie marines, forty strong, 
and seamen, small-arm men, one hundred and 
forty landed and took up their position. I sent 
a message to tlie prince to request him to leave 
his prahu at the same time that I left the ship, 
and to intimate that I Avould meet him at the 
landing-place. At two I landed Avith Commander 
Gordon, and received the prince and the nobles 
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on the beach, and theix led Muxnin through the 
file of mai'ines to the elevated platform erected 
close to the flag-staff. Here our respective um- 
bi'cllas were fixed, his being of orange damask, 
Avith long pendant fringes, mine of crimson silk 
(oi’iginally intended as a present to the king of 
Congo, but not delivered in consequence of that 
sable potentate having, on my official visit to him 
in Januaiy, 184.3, infoi'incd me that he purposed to 
continue the slave trade, and to break his engage- 
ments Avith Ihigland.) The officers of the Iris and 
VV'^olf, en (jrande tenue, Avere di’awn up at the flag- 
staff. I then mounted the rostrum, leading ]\Iumin, 
and accompanied by Lieutenant Heath, Avho A\'as 
to translate my speech into the JMalay language. 
The other nobles and chiefs took their appointed 
stations on the gravelled platform below, and all 
the natives, and the ci’cavs of the prahus, amounting 
altogether to sevei'al hundred men, having been 
invited to draAV near, the marines and small arm 
men facing about, I delivci’cd, as far as I can re- 
collect the folloAving brief oration : — 

“ I make knoxvn to all present, that this day I 
take jxossession of the island of Labuan, and of tlie 
small islands around, in the name of her IMajcsty 
the queen of liingland. 

“ We noAV therefore stand on British territoiy. 

“ The quiet and good people of evciy nation Avill 
be protected in their laAvful commerce by the En- 
glish men-of-war, and pirates, both by sea and land, 
will be utterly destroyed, and their toAvns burnt to 
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the ground. The queen of England and the sultan 
of llorneo are henceforth friends. The hinglisli 
admiral will therefore destroy all piratical vessels 
that make Avar against the sultan, or that molest 
the coast.” 

This speech was audibly repeated by Lieutenant 
Heath in the native tongue, and apparently gav^e 
great satisfaction, and that officer deserves much 
credit for the clever manner in Avhich he acquitted 
himself of a somcAvhat nervous undertaking. 

I noAV directed ]\Ir. Henry jMorgan (midshipman) 
to hoist the Union flack; and the British ensigns, I’ed, 
Avhite, and blue, Avere run up at the same moment 
at the tents, Avhilst the ships and batteries fired a 
royal salute, and the marines and seamen kept up 
a roll of musquetry. At tlie conclusion, three 
hearty cheers Avcrc given for “Old England” and 
her Majesty, Avhich aatvs responded to by the I’o- 
mainder of the crcAvs on board the ships manning 
the rigging. It Avas a most animating and ex- 
hilarating spectacle, and one calculated to impress 
on the minds of* the natives the remembrance of 
the day Avhen Labuan ceased to belong to the sove- 
reign of Borneo. The ships, being anchored only 
a fcAv cables’ length from the shore, added much to 
the effect of the proceeding. Brevity is the life of 
this sort of ceremonies, and the Avholc affair Avas 
over in ten minutes. 

The marines having been draAvn up bctAA'^ccn 
the flag-staff and the dinner tent. Prince j\Iumin 
loav accepted my invitation to partake of the de- 
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1846. je{in<5 which had been prepared as sumptuously as 
our limited means would allow. As the rustic table 
would not accommodate more than forty, T was 
under some uneasiness as to keeping out the lower 
grade of gentlemen. However, I begged the prince 
to invite those nobles and chiefs who had sufficient 
rank to sit at table Avith himself according to their 
OAvn etupiette, explaining to him, tliat I Avas most 
desirous of acting exactly as he Avished, and that 1 
Avas myself, of course, ignorant of the shades of dis- 
tinction amongst so large an assembly, especially as 
there Avas no difference of dress to guide my judg- 
ment. 

Now, in this civil speech I had a doiiblc mo- 
tive. The first AA'as evident, but all the cunning 
of the Malay and of the minister did not detect tlie 
diplomatic bearing of this seemingly most natural 
request. The fact AA'as this — in casting my e 3 'e 
over the mass of friends and fulloAA'ers of prince 
IMumin, I recognised the persons of the tAvo indi- 
viduals Avho had come doAvn from the capital, at the 
desire of the sultan, to Avait upon the commander-iti- 
chief, as formerly related, Avheii the fleet, in -Fidy 
last, anchored in the river llornco. Tliey stated 
themselves, at that time, to be pangerans, or 
nobles high in authority, and bore the orange- 
coloured silk umbrella, and the royal flag in their 
barge. The admiral, at first, received them avcII, 
but ]\Ir. Brooke, after a short conversation, sus- 
pected that tliey Averc impostors, and Avhilst I Avas 
with Sir Thomas Cochrane, told him they Avoro 
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mean men, and tliat sending them down as per- i 84G. 
sons of rank was a downright insult. They were, 
consequently, detained on board till the following 
morning, when they were informed, that their de- 
ceit was discovered, and allowed to depart. They 
still, however, persisted in declaring themselves 
to be people of rank, and no positive proof to 
the contrary had been obtained during, the sub- 
sequent visits to the capital. 

When Mumin and I had placed ourselves at the 
head of the table, in conformity with my propo- 
sition, he called the pangerans and nobles by name, 
to take a scat ; upon which they came out from 
the crowd and ranged themselves around. They 
Avcrc only seven or eight in number, and after 
the officers had seated themselves, 1 remarked to 
the minister, that several places were still vacant, 
and bciT^ed him to call in more of his friends, 

He looked around, and turning to me said, “I have 
invited all that are accustomed to sit at meat with 
men of rank.” I could not resist exclaiming, with 
an accent slightly sarcastic, the ^lalay word for all, 

“ Samoa.” lie repeated, “samoa,” and Ave then sat 
doAA'u ; the outsiders quietly arranged themselves 
on their haunches, contemplating the proceedings 
Avitliiu the tent. The natives ate little beyond bread 
and potatoes, but tliey all jdayed upon the beer 
handsomely, preferring it to champaign, few re- 
maining faithful to the Prophet’s bevci-age, — pure 
Avater. 

MeauAvhile, in the I’car of pangeran Mumin, 

X ;! 
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squatting amidst the tent ropes, I occasionally 
fixed my eye upon the two individuals, ivho, fallen 
from the high estate to which they had been tem- 
porarily raised in honour of Sir Tliomas Cochrane, 
noAv literally partook of the crumbs which ever and 
anon were thrown to them by pangeraii Mumiii, 
and, lastly, on my begging the prince to accept of 
a box of IManilla cigars, and a jar of pickles, he 
handed them over to the care of these people. 
They were, in fact, on state occasions, upper ser- 
vants, and in ordinary life, just above the middling 
classes. 

Thus, had the discriminating eye of ^Ir. Brooke 
rightly detected the imposition and insult ollered 
to tlie admiral, and I was, inivai’dly, not a little sa- 
tisfied at the proof before me, and at the success oi' 
the trap laid for the subtle pix'inier. Of course, 1 
kept my secret entirely to m)sclf, but on sonic 
future occasion, the knowledge of it may be brought 
to bear. At jirescnt, all was well, and went oil’ 
well. i\Iy guests now departed, and the Borneo 
fleet moved into the roads. 1 strolled along the 
beacli, with Cordon, till sunset, when down came 
all the flags together. I then returned on board, 
right glad to have rest for mind and body, for 
verily, this sort of duties, in such a climate, is not 
accomjdished without fatigue. 

I must here record the fact, of one of the native 
boatmen having been caught in the act of stealing 
an empty bottle from the tent, upon which, my 
coxswain threw him on the sand, where, he under- 
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went a species of holystoning. lie had endeavoured 184G. 
to defend himself with his kris, but this was 
speedily thrown into the sea. On escaping from 
the white man’s grasp, he rushed forward to make 
his complaint to prince Mumin, who was at the 
moment talking to me. I conclude that some of the 
other Borneans had witnessed the theft, for, after a 
few words, the prince ordered a bamboo staff to be 
given him, with which he belaboured the dclimpient 
most severely across the shoulders, and then sent 
liim to the boat. I said nothing, believing that 
summary justice was a capital thing in such a case, 
though, considering that only a few hours before I 
had informed the ministei', “ that we now stood on 
British territory,” it might be deemed rather a 
strong assumption of power on his part. 

the. 25. — Pangcran !Mumin and the Bornean Dee. 2 j. 
flotilla of thirty sail left the anchorage, and re- 
turned to Brune. 

This being Christmas Day, according to annual 
cu,stom, all the officers and young gentlemen dined 
with me: Captain Cordon also joined the party. 

Little did 1 imagine on the preceding Christmas 
Day that this year 1 should spend the festive 
season on an insular possession of our queen of 
the age of only twenty-four hours. 

])cc. 27 About three in the morning a boat Doc. 27 . 

aiT'ivcd from the brig Amelia, at anchor in the 
Borneo river, with the Chinese supercargo, Avho 
was severely wounded in the head with a bloAV 
from an axe by another Chinaman on board 
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quarrelled on shore, and then fought, — a line 
example to the fierce and lawless Borneans, amongst 
whom they liad come in perilous times to open a 
peaceful and lawful commerce. The surgeon re- 
ported the wound to be deep, but not dangerous. 
I foresee much trouble with these gentry. 

Dec. 31. Dec. 31 We have had fine weather during the 

last week for clearing the flat, which I have called 
the “ Esplanade.” Our armourers, carpenters, rope, 
makers, coopers, — all busily employed. A pica- 
lias been commenced, and a guard-house. A row 
of pine trees, extending for a couple of hundred 
yards, aflbrds shelter from the sun during the day, 
and fresh water is close at hand. 

The whole of the cs[)lanadc is covered with long 
grass, and is generally swampy, Avith the exception 
of a strip, about forty yards in Avidth, .skirting tlic 
beach. This is somoAvliat elevated, is ahvays dry, 
and on it our tents arc pitched. Our ships com- 
plete Avatcr Avith great facility. Two large brt^ad 
puncheons, sunk in the middle of the rivulet, Avith 
small holes bored in the sides, receive the Avatei-, 
and keep out the floating Avccds and rubbish ; but 
this stream, in the fine season, Avill probably be 
dry. Ao place can be better adapted for a re-fit 
than this harbour : tberc is five fathoms’ Avatcr at 
a cable’s length from the beacli, and the natives 
all declare that there is never any .sea in the bay, 
and no record of a gale. 

Thus has terminated the year 1816, — a year of 
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stirring incidents, and one of exceeding interest to 
me and my companions. For myself I have much 
to be thankful for, but especially for the inestima- 
ble blessing of liealth Avhich has accompanied me 
during the whole course of our operations by sea 
and land. Would that these feelings were un- 
mixed with those of regret for the loss of infiny 
fric]ids ! 


1846. 
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CHAP. XI. 

roMMENCKMENT OF THE NEW YEAK. — DISCOVERY OE A SlTllNC. 

— JLF.NE8S OE CAPTAIN CORDON. — PPlOCRKSS OE AVOKKS. — 
ISLAND OE MALANKASSAN. — DEATH OE CAPTAIN CORDON. — 

SELECTION OE A CRAVE. — THE FUNERAL. SAIL FROM LA- 

P.L’AN. ARRIVAL AT SlN(JAPOKE. — EXTRACrr EROM SIR THOMAS 

Cochrane’s disi'atches relative to settlers in laiu an. 

— letter from MR. RUOOICE. —commerce OE THE SI RAITS, 

— OEEICIAL statement OE THE TRADE WITH liORNEO AND 
CELEIiES. — DEATH OE MR. AIREY. — EPNERAL. — ARRIVAL 

AT 1‘INANC. THE IRIS ORDERED HOME. PREPARATIONS EOR 

DEPARTURE. — THE RETURN TO. SPJTHEAI) DELAYED. — SUR- 
RENDER OE HA.LJI SAMAN. DECISION AS TO HIS FATE. — 

NEM’S OE REAR AD:M1RAL INCLEITELD. ARRIVAL OE THE 

VERNON AND ACORN. — SOCIETY OE PINANC. 

Jamian/ 1, — Tiik new year comnicnccs with a 
lovely inornin<j. 'rhernionietei’ 7G°, and a cool 
breeze from the land. Parties, as usual, explorin;^ 
in every direction, and at a short distance round 
Point Hamilton we discovered a beautiful sjn'in^' ot‘ 
fresh water, which, though small, the natives report 
to be never dry. Several wild boars came down 
this morning from the jungle, one of which was 
killed by Lieutenant Little. I dined with tlie gim- 
room officers, and met the young gentlemen of both 
berths. 

Jan. 2 On visiting Captain Gordon to-day, I 
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found him in very low spirits. The surgeon in- 1847. 
formed me, that he has slight fever, and should be i 
careful about exposing himself to the sun. 

Jan. 4 — All progressing well with the worhs on Jun. 4. 
shore, Lieutenant Heath, assisted by Lieutenant 
I’orbes, Lieutenant Harvey, and Mr. Jossling, being 
indefatigable in their labours. I am, however, much 
grieved at the continued indisposition of Captain 
Govdon, and am sorry to find that there are several 
cases of fever and d 3 ^sentery in the ships, arising 
from exposure. The necessary work is, howe\'cr, 
now over, and avc must hope for a cliange, the 
climate apparently being agreeable, and ten degrees 
cooler than India. During the fortnight avc have 
passed in the harbour the Avcatlicr has been beauti- 
ful. J(o rain during the day j occasionally heavy 
showers at night, and land and sea breezes I’egular. 

Tlie former setting in from the soutliAvard, about 
eight, P.M., and the latter from the nortliAvard, 
about one, p.m. ToAvards mid-day calm. Mornings 
and evenings cool and agreeable. Sultiy during 
(lay; heat A’arying from 79° to 84°. 

Jan. 5. — Doctor Whipple Avent on board the j;in.5. 
Wolf to see C'aptain Gordon, A\'hom he rejjorted 
much better ; but, on my saying that I aauxs going 
to visit him, he recommended his being kept quiet 
and undisturbed for a nother daj' ; 1 trust, therefore, 
that the commander’s spii’it Avill rally. 

I left the ship in gig Avith the interpreter, and 
went over to the island of Malankassan. Found 
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the AYOst side surrounded by I’ocks, but a fine 
sandy beach, Avith a grassy plain, and large fir- 
trees, as at Labuan. I walked round to the bay 
at the back of the island, examining the jungle oc- 
casionally for water. There was plenty of marshy 
ground. Snii very hot, but a fine breeze, and 
after a steady tramp of three hours, 1 returned 
to the ship rather knocked up with my day’s work. 
Fourteen bullocks had been brought over from 
Jlruno for sale, all of which Mr. Simmonds pui-- 
chased for twenty pieces of long cloth, h’ound the 
officers all enjoying themseh es in the tents, which 
was the general lounge after evening quartei's. 
Heard from Lieut. Harvey that his captain was 
better. 

' J<in. G. — At nine a.h. T was exceedingly shocked 
by Dr. Whipple’s report, that Capt. (jordon was so 
decidedly Avorse this morning that he beliiwed his 
death to be imminent. 1 oixhn’cd my boat to be 
manned to go on board the Wolf ; but, before this 
was done, the officer of the Avatch reported that the 
colours Avx're half-mast on board that vessel. Ou 
reaching the Wolf I found that my much esteemed 
brother officer had been dead a quarter-of-an-hour. 
Hoav deeply 1 then regretted that, listening to the 
advice of my surgeon, 1 had postponed my intended 
visit the day before, can only be knoAvn to inyseU. 
I ascertained that he had made iiKpiiries alter 
me, and, I believe, had expressed a desire to sec 
me, Avhen he learnt that I had passed near the 
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ship. ITe had told Lieut. Harvey some days before, 
that he should certainly invalid, as he knew the 
coast of Borneo would not agree with him ; but he 
never imagined that he was then in a dangerous 
state, nor had any one in the ship the slightest 
suspicion of it. What a blow to his poor fatlier ! 
an only son ! Never was there, I believe, an officer 
more respected and beloved than poor Gordon by 
all serving under him ; and the suddenness of his 
death is one of those awful dispensations which 
may well cause all of us to be constantly on our 
guard ; for in so uncertain a climate, and with the 
services involved in it, who can say that his life 
may not next be required of him. 

I had only known Captain Gordon from tlic date 
of his joining me at Singapore two months ago, 
and from the active duties Ave had been eniployed 
in, T had not seen much of him until tlie 21t]i 
December, on which day the flag Avas hoisted at 
the island. He then dined Avith me, as did all the 
officers of both ships, under the tent, Avith the 
native princes, and during the evening Ave strolled 
out, and taking a position on the sea shore, Ave 
conversed until a late hour of England and of 
home. He also dined Avitli me the next day 
(Christmas Day) to meet all my officers, and Avas 
in good spirits. On the folloAving day he dined 
Avith me alone, Avhen he Avas not so cheerful, and on 
the 28th 1 dined Avitb him on board the Wolf, on 
deck, Avhen he appeared perfectly Avell. It Avas 
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1847. several clays afterwards, that the surgeon declared 
his complaint to be fever. Upon hearing this I 
offered to take him in tlie Iris to Singapore, Avhitlier 
I should be going a fortnight lienee, but as he hoped 
to rally in a day or two he seemed to think such a 
step would not be necessary. 

I have seen much of death and suffering in my 
career through life, but I know not Avhen I felt so 
suddenly and thoroughly shocked as on this occa- 
sion. There was something so melancholy, so en- 
tirely unexpected in the circumstances of his death 
that I could scarcely believe it to be a fact, and 
being on this desolate spot added to the feeling ; 
but it was incumbent upon me to bear up. 1 laid 
to arrange the funeral, ,Avhich it was necessary 
should take place in the. evening, and to fix upon 
the s[)ot for the grave, for which purpose 1 landed 
immediately, and soon selected a secluded nook in 
the centre of a fine group of lofty trees, witli a 
running stream Avinding beneath them. 

7 \.t live M. the funeral iiarty landed, and flic 
remains of my brotlicr officer were consigned to the 
grave, myself performing the burial service. The 
Avhole scene Avas most melancholy and imposing, 
and it was gi’atifying to me to observe tlie respect- 
ful demeanour, and deep attention paid by the 
ships’ companies of the Iris and Woll during the 
sad, but beautiful service. Many of the ofUcers 
and seamen of the sloop, the shipmates of the de- 
ceased, Avere affected to tears, and appeared deeply 
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impressed with the solemnity of the occasion. At 
sunset the funeral party slowly wound their way 
back to the boats, and returned to the ships. I 
remained till dark over the grave with the officers 
of the Wolf, who had prepared some small shrubs 
to plant around the spot now sacred to thorn, for 
they all had loved and respected their commander, 
and their grief was sincere. 

Jan. 7. — I sent away Lieutenant Heath to 
llrune, with orders to see the master of the Amelia, 
at anchon olf the town, and ascertain whether the 
authorities were treating himself and the Chinese 
supercargoes properly. 

Jan. 8. — Lieutenant I leath returned from Bruno, 
and reported that the master of the Ihiglish brig, 
and the rest of the people on board, Avere satisfied 
Avith their treatment, that tlie sale of the cargo Avas 
going on regularly, and that a profit of a hundi’ed 
per cent. Avas anticipated. In short, ns every thing 
appeared so pacific, and the heavy Avork at I.abuaii 
Avas completed, T deemed the time arrived for leav- 
ing the sloop of Avar on this coast, according to tln^ 
adiuiral’s instructions, and for proceeding myself to 
visit other j^arts of the station. 

Ill the vacancy open by the lamented decease of 
Captain Gordon, I luiA^e appointed Lieutenant Heath 
as acting in command of the A\"olf, giAung Air. Joss- 
ling an acting order as lieutenant. I regretted 
placing a junior officer OA^er Lieutenant Hoard, Avho 
'viis an old and excellent officer, but as I^ieutenant 
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Heath had been so intimately acquainted with the 
intricacies of Borneo politics, knew the language, 
and was much liked by the sulten, the pangerans, 
and natives generally, on the grounds of public 
service, I shall leave him in charge of the new 
settlement during my absence.’ 

Jan. 12. — Sailed from Labuan for Singapore, 
leaving acting commander Heath in charge of tlio 
station. Received a communication from the master 
of the merchant brig at Brune, that he had com- 
pleted his return cargo, consisting of gold dust, 
cainplior, bees’ wax, and pepper. In the afternoon, 
whilst working up along the coast, shoaled sud- 
denly from no bottom to nine fathoms, and went 
about in seven. In the evening, passed over the 
space on whicli, according to the old chart ol’ 
Horsburg, arc situated the islands called the live 
Camodes. A squally night with rain. 

Jan. 13. — Beating along the coast. Discovered 
another shoal with six fathoms fourteen miles off 
shore — no bottom at forty fathoms a few hundred 
yards from it. 

Jan.lh . — We have now got fairly into the strength 
of the north-east momsoon, and with all sail are 
leaving the Borneo coast rapidly behind us. At 
noon we passed about twelve miles to the south- 
ward of the ])atch of diy sand in the vicinity of the 
Luconia shoal, and arc once again delivered from 
the navigation of unknown seas. I regret to say 
that Mr. Aircy, the master, is very unwell, having 
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caught the low fever which had latterly increased 
in both ships ; the cases generally were slight, and, 
no doubt, arose from exposure to the sun and work 
on shore, as from former reports we have no reason 
to believe that the neighbourhood of Labuan is 
itself unhealthy. 

Jan. 19 Singapore. We run into the roads jan. 19, 

lust niglit, pitchy dark, and anchored in three and 
a half fathoms, Avith three fathoms at low water, 
keel just clear of the mud. Daylight shoAved us 
that Ave Avere in the midst of the shipping, in a good 
Inshore berth. 

I found an official letter aAvaiting me hero, from 
the coinmander-Iu-chicf, approving of the three ar- 
ticles of tlie treaty AAdiich I had framed for the sul- 
consideration, relatiAX to tlie cession of La- 
biian, and further accpialnting me, that I had acted 
right in not allowing anyone to settle on the island 
until the Avishes and vieAA^s of her ^lajesty’s govern- 
ment Avere distinctly ascertained. 

Die paragraphs of this dispatch of the com- 
mander-in-chief relating to this subject appear to 
me to be so conclusive, and so A aluable as a refer- 
ence, that 1 copy tliem into my dailj^ Journal. 

IJoAv^ much it is to be regretted, that similar in- 
structions had not been in force Avhcu Hong Kong 
became a British colony, Avhere, from the numerous 
claims of the first S(|uattcrs upon tliat island, Avdio 
had erected buildings or acc^uired a title to tlie 
ground, anything like unilbnnity in the construction 
ot the town Av^as impossible, and instead of liaA'hig 
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an open space or quay, as at Singapore, for the 
public, facing the water, the houses arc constructed 
on the very, edge of the sea, and tlie view of 
tlie harbour completely shut out. Sir Tliomas 
Cochrane, after expressing the approval to which I 
have already alluded, goes on to say : — 

‘‘ You have very properly intimated to those per- 
sons who liave expressed a desire to settle in Labuan, 
that tliey cannot be permitted to do so, and you 
will most rigidly enforce the prohibition ; and should 
any parties, in defiance of it, fix tlieiriselves on the 
island, iluring the absence of the ships of war, you 
will have no hesitation in pulling down their erec- 
tions, and expelling them by force from the island. 
Any such overtures as are frequently made on tl)e 
cunteni])lation of new settlements, namely, that 
they will only erect temporary buildings, to be re- 
moved at the pleasure of government ; that they 
will require no protection, &c., you will steadily 
resist; one grant leads to another; the parties iin- 
])rove, and make more permanent their dwellings in 
spite of all warnings, and at last, the Ibrce of num- 
bers gives them a species of claim to Avhat was 
at first denied, and frequently, most seriously em- 
barrass the intentions and arrangements of go- 
vernment.’’ 

With those instructions I also received an order 
to join the flag at Pinang, and heard that j\lr. 
lirookc was with Sir Thomas Cochrane, on board 
the Agincourt, waiting the arrival of rear admiral 
Inglefield, in the Vernon. 



xn EALSE KEPOETS AT BllUKi:. 

Cuw- 

I was gVad to \\ear that the first lieutenant of 1847. 
the Iris, Lieutenant Little, was promoted, and also 
Jjieutenants Ihitey and Paynter of the Agincourt, 
for their services in Borneo; all zealous and effi- 
cient young officers. 

I find that some of the adverse party at Bruno 
liave Avritten to their native friends here giving a 
very distorted and untrue account of the proceed- 
ings of the fiect, and of the attack and capture of 
the capital, and asserting that the measures of Sir 
Thomas (fochranc Avere sevc‘i*e and uncalled for. 

These accounts ha\dng reached Air. Brooke at 
SaiTiAvak, he thought it advisable to give me notice 
of it, Avith the vicAV of my contradicting any false 
statements as opportunity occurred. For this pur- 
pose he Avrote me a letter, Avhieh 1 found aAvraiting 
niy arrival here, and as it briefly relates Avhat oc- 
curred betAveeii the admiral, himself, and the sultan, 
ofA\dilcli I Avas myself not in a position to knoAV 
at the time, 1 Avill here insert it : — 


‘‘Sarawak, DeccniV)Cr, 1846. 

“ ]My DEAli ^luXDV, 

“ 1 am sorry to find that so many false state- 
ments and distorted facts of the proceedings of the 
squadron on the coast of noriico, and of the jiart 
which I took with ivgard to the sultan’s letter 
and message to the admiral, are in circulation at 
Singapore. 

“ 1 can give you a few details which you may 
not have known before, so that should any one 
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whose opinion is Avortli any thing make inquiries, 
you may he able to answer them. In the first 
place, it was after the admiral had been thi'ee days 
off the Borneo river, that in the evening, a boat, 
dispatched by the sultan, arrived alongside the 
Agincourt, bearing a letter and a verbal message 
to the purport, that if his excellency wished to sec 
the sultan, lie must proceed up the river with one 
or two .small boats only. 

“ The mode of conveying the sultan’s letter to 
the admiral by the hands of mean men and slaves, 
and the verbal message which accompanied it were 

direct insults, and moreover, strong suspicions ivere 
excited that one of the signatures to the letter was 
a forgery, d'hese suspicions have since proved 
correct, as ^luda .Mohamed, the brother of the late 
^luda Ilassim declares he was forced to ajipend his 
seal under fear of death. 

“ On the first arrival of the squadron, an amicahh; 
message was sent to the sultan by the admiral, in- 
timating his intention of vi.siting his highness; and 
tlie simple iiKpiiry to be made was, whether the 
snltan adhered to his former engagements, to which 
Muda Ilassim had been a party. Our interference 
was, therefore, not in consequence of the murder of 
the nobles, though, under the circumstance, this atro- 
cious act would naturally come under discussion. 

“ The answer to this message was an unmeaning 
letter, sent in a manner which all men acfj[uaintcd 
with native usage would consider a gross insult. 
The admiral proceeded up the river with ahout the 
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same force as when, on a former occasion, he had 
visited the sultan in a friendly way. It Avas o])en 
to the sultan to I'eceive his excellency if he thought 
fit; but, instead of doing this, as you knoAV, ho 
opened fire on the flag of the British admiral tlie 
moment it came Avithin reach of his guns. The 
fact of the determination of the sultan and the 
pangerans to act hostilely against the English is 
noAV beyond dispute. I IniA'c evidence before me 
from liundreds Avho heai'd the declarations in the 
streets of Brune, and Muda Mohamed Avas fre- 
(piently taunted publicly for being a Kafir and the 
friend of Eurof)eans, and told that the English 
were afraid to come to the cai)ital, and that if they 
(lid they should be defeated. The engagements 
Ijetween the sidtan and the British government 
Avcve strictly of a national character, for national 
objects alone, and the firm policy of Sir Thomas 
Cochrane Avas the only one that could have retricA cd 
the ])ast. Mad his excellency not acted vigorously, 
the first shipwrecked ci'ew seeking refuge at Brune 
or its A'icinity Avould have been murdered, and the 
labour of years been undone. 

“ I observe; that 1 am considered a mono))olist 
lor retaining the antimony ore. This ore has long 
been a monoj)oly in the hands of the riders of 
SarfiAvak, and the rcA'cnue recciA cd from it is spent 
ill improving the country. I certainly am desirous 
ot holding SaruAvak on the best terms I can, and 
why not ? The day I should leave it, the natiACs 
AYould resist the authority of the sultan, as most of 
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the other rivers long have done ; and if I wished to 
extend my ])osscssions, I might easily do so, as 
I have been frequently otFered, and as frequently 
have declined, the government of all the rivers 
between Tanjong ]>arram and Tanjong Data, a 
coast-line three hundred miles in extent. 

“ With all the pecuniary advantages supposed to 
arise from my position here, I am at the present mo- 
ment a poorer man than -when 1 undcu’took not 
easy task, though I do hope that at some future time 
it may ])ecomc both advantageous and profitable. 

‘‘ Believe me 

‘‘ Very sincerely yours, 

‘‘ J. Brookio. 

“ G. Rodney ^lundy.” 

At the close of last year, there seemed to 1)(‘ jm 
idea amongst the mercantile body at Singapore, 
that the oj)erations of tlie squadi’on on the coast ol‘ 
JjoriKM) would have been detrimental to the trade 
of the straits, as it wms imagined that the regular, 
native trading prahus, not exactly comprehending 
the object wdiich the British admiral had in vicuv, 
w^oiild take alarm at the display of foi’ce in those 
seas, and w'ould discontinue that intercourse wliieli 
had hitherto proved so advantageous. 1 was, lliere- 
fore, glad to see, by the annual return, theut the 
result Avas exactly the reverse, and that, since (he 
first d(*cisive 1)1oav d(‘alt at Jdalhidii, tlni lubive 
commerce had been ra[>idly increasing, ddie fol- 
lowing is an exti’act from the official statement of 
the trade of Singapore, ending December, 1816: 
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‘‘ Borneo. Considerable attention is at present ^^47. 
directed to this branch of our trade ; the prospect ^ * 

is a very gratifying one, the imports and exports 
exceeding those of any former years.” 

‘‘ Celebes. The importations have advanced 
ncaidy double those of the preceding year.” 

AVTth reference to the above important state- 
ment, the public journals of Singapore remark that, 

“ There is now every prospect of a regular and 
progressive trade with Borneo, as tlic trade lias 
increased at a ratio most encouraging, and Ku- 
r< 3 pean fabrics have already, to a consideraVdc ex- 
tent, supplanted native produ(‘tions.” 

Jan, 22. — ]\rr. Airey died tliis morning; he was Jan. 22 . 
an excellent master, and good man, and is a loss to 
the ship in every way. The surgeon re[)orts that 
he has fallen a victim to the climate of Labuan, 
and to his exposure there in exploring for coals 
and Avater. This is possible, but L know that my 
l)oor shipmate frerpiently Avas very iiulitferent 
about taking pro[)er precautions, such as changing 
clothes Avhen Av^et, standing in the sun unnecessa- 
rily, &c. ; and therefore 1 am not prepared to say, 
that the coast of Boi’iieo is in itself unhealth 3 ^ In 
the afternoon the funeral took place, Mr. Moule, 
the chaplain and resident minister at Singapore, 
officiating. The bod}- Avas deposited in the [)ic- 
tiires(|ue burial ground, on the gentle slope beyond 
Government Hill, all the officers and myself at- 

teiulino;. 

Cl 

28. — rin!iii£r. Wo arrived licrc this af- Jan. 2 s. 

Y 1 
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tcrnoou, and found in tlic harbour — the Agincourt, 
Dfedalus, Columbine, and Nemesis. 

The commander- in-cliief Avas living on the hill — . 
Bel Ketiro — a delightful spot, two thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, and commanding one of 
the most beautiful prospects in the world. 

As soon as our numl)er was made out, tlie ad- 
miral telegraphed ‘‘ Slaill be ha])})y to sec you on 
the liill, and bring blankets. ’’ The very idea of a 
temperature embracing the necessity of a blanket, 
Avas delightful, and as soon as possible after anchoring 
I Avas on shore, and, mounting one of the cele- 
brated poneys of this hwely island, g^al loped over 
the four miles of le\xd ground, and commenced tlie 
ascent of the mountain. Arri\'cd at (Joverinneiit- 
House 1 found Sir Thomas Coclirane and Mr. Brooke; 
in tlie garden, botanizing, and noAV learnt Avitli 
gi'eat regret that orders had been n'ceived by tlie 
last mail to “ send her iMajesty\s slilp Iris innne- 
diately to Spitliead.” 

The prospect of returning home is usually agn‘e- 
able, and the intelligence Avas, doubtless, received 
by th(j majority of all on board Avitli the greatest 
delight ; but for myself I had become so inter- 
ested in the affairs of Borneo, and laid looked 
forward Avith so much pleasure to re-conv('yiiig 
Mr. Brooke to Sarawak and to rcivisiting Jaihiiaii, 
that the ncAVS Avas the most uiiAvelcome that could 
possibly have reached me. 1 found Captain 
of the l_)a*dalus on a visit to the admiral, and Avitli 
Mr. Waller, the most amiable ajid obliging of score- 
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tiiries, we formed a society quite congenial to my i847. 
own taste and feelings. 

Jan. 29. — 1 accompanied the admiral to the Jan. 29 . 
Agincourt this morning, and immediately he got on 
hoard he made the general signal, “ Shift topsail 
yards, bend sails and cross top-gallant yards,” a ma- 
noeuvre which occupied thirty-three minutes. In 
the evening I returned again to the hill. 

Feh. 1 . — To-day I received orders to consider Feb. 1 . 
myself no longer in command of the sejuadron on 
tl’.s coast of Borneo, and to prepare for sea Avith 
all dispatch. I, therefore, returned to the ship, 
having passed three days, very agrecabh', at Bel 
Uctivo, Avherc the thermometer stood at G8°, being 
nearly a difference of ten degrees to that on the 
plain bcloAv. 

Feb. G. — I reported the ship ready for sea, Feb. o. 
and expected my orders to proceed immediately 
to Spithead, Avhen I received a communication 
from the admiral to the effect, that, in consequence 
of several courts-martial Avhich it Avould bo ne- 
cessary to hold, on the proper number of vessels 
being collected, he should, probably, be obliged to 
detain me till the arrival of his successor. Bear 
Admiral Inglctield, now daily expected, intelligence 
having been received of the \'ernon’s departure from 
the Cape of (lood Hope. This is a reprieve, and 1 . 
noAv entertain a distant hope of sonudhing turning 
np, which may render necessary a further detention. 

1 am endeavouring to effect an exchange Avith 
Captain M‘(iuhao of the Daedalus, and have 
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pointed out to my worthy brother officer, that as a 
married man, with a rising fomily, it would be in- 
judicious to risk his health by further exposure to 
the treacherous climate of the eastern seas, whilst 
being myself unblest with ties of that tender na- 
ture, I felt better prepared to encounter the chances 
of our jirecarious service. Though 1 believe my rea- 
soning to be good, 1 fully expect tlie gallant captain 
will stick to his own ship. 

Feb. 9. — Commander Charles Grey of the Co^ 
lumbine, having been appointed to take charge of 
Labuan, and to relieve the Wolf, I gave him a copy 
of my charts and latest surveys of the coast of 
Borneo. 

Feb. 12 . — Lieutenant A^ansittart was promoted 
to the rank of commander, in Caiptain Gordon’s va- 
cancy. All hopes of efiecting an excliange witli 
captain Al‘Qnhae have vanished. 

Feb. 17. — The Columbine sailed for Jjabuan to 
relieve tlie \\\)lf. Commander Grey appears a zea- 
lous and active 3 ’oung officer, and is dcdiglited at the 
jirospect of visiting tlie colony, and of taking apart 
in tliis new theatre in the eastern world. 

Information was received a few days ago, of tlie 
surrender of tlie famous chief Hajji Sainan, who it 
will be remembered Avas driven into tlu‘ moinitaiiis 
from his position in tlu* Alambilkut river. The sul- 
tan, in aniiounc/mg this intelligence to the admiral, 
expn>sscs ]iis intention of ik(‘e])ing him in the city 
till he receives instructions for his disposal, either 
by his excellency or !Mr. Brooke. 
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After mature deliberation, the commandcr-in- 
chief decided that, although this chief had been the 
great promoter and leading person in the lamen- 
table atrocities that were perpetrated last year, and 
Avas the most active in his hostilities against the 
squadron, still, the period Avhich had since elapsed, 
and the increasing confidence and restoi'ation of 
order that had taken place, materially altered the 
case, and no longer rendered his execution ne- 
cessary as an example, and captain Grey was, 
therefore, desired to wait upon the snltan, and make 
him distinctly understand, that so far as the British 
'rovernment Avas concerned, Ilajji Saman, and all 
those Avho felt themselves compromised by late 
events, might be assured, that the past Avas buried 
in oblivion, and that the recollection of them could 
only be rcvi\'ed by misconduct for the future, and 
the sultan Avas further recommended by the ad- 
miral, to make, on his own part, an unequiA'oeal 
declaration to (lie same effect. 

Feb. 24. — At a quarter to four this afternoon, Fd). - 21 . 
just as Ave xsere going on shore for a ride, the ad- 
miral telegraphed, “ Furl UAA'iiing.s, shift topmasts 
and jibbootn,” the ships at that time ha\'ing sails 
bent, and top-gallant yards across. At a quarter 
l)ast si.x the to|)-gallant yards Avere across again. 
ThcDa'dalus and Iris AAcre full of mishaps. In the 
former, the bolts of the top tackle pennants drcAV and 
(he fore topmast came doAvn by the run, and A\'ent 
through the gunner’s store-room. In the Iris, the 
luiAvsers and all the purchases carried aAvay, and the 



332 CAPTAIN JIUNDY’S JOUKNAL. [Chap. XI. 

1847. main topmast shot down upon the quarter deck ; 
fortunately, no injury to any of the officers or creiv. 

Warch n. March 11. — At length wo have news of the 
A'^ernon, with the flag of Hear Admiral Inglefield. 
She was seen in the straits of Banka, a week ago, 
with the Dido and Acorn. 

March 17. ]\[arch 17. — The Dido, captain Maxwell, arrived 
to-day. The old ship once again at Pinang. Slic 
parted company with the Vernon a fortnight ago. 

March 30. Ma7'ch 30 Thc V^ernon and Acorn arrived in 

the morning, and Rear-Admiral Inglefield imme- 
diately came up the hill, and joined our party. 
1 le was looking remarkably Avell, but reported very 
badly of the Vernon’s sailing qualities. 

April 5. April 5. — This morning I received my orders 
to proceed Avith all dispatch to Spithead, and I took 
leaA^e of the commander-in-chief, and of Mr. Brooke. 
Thc latter has decided on visiting Ihigland a I’eAv 
months later, so I hope Ave may meet again in t)ur 
nAATi dear land. AVith my admiral I parted Avith 
sincere regret. During the last two months I had 
been constantly at Government llous(‘, enjoying his 
society and hospitality, and a Acry happy and meri’y 
party Ave AV'cre — Avith rides al)out the mountain in 
the afternoon, Avhist and chess in thc evening, and 
excursions backAvnirds and forwards to the ship, thc 
time jiasscd rapidly. Of the inhabitants, or ratlier 
European residents at Pinang, I am not able to say 
much, having been .so little in the toAvn ; but thc 
officers speak Avarmly of thc kind hospitality and 
open house kept by the lion. Mr. Garling, resident- 
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councillor, and Mr. Brown, of Glugor; and I myself 
enjoyed many agreeable evenings at the houses 
of Captain Ilicards and Mr. M‘Pherson, otficors in 
command of the garrison and Fort. And whilst 
on the subject of leave-taking, I will here express 
how much I regret that I shall not have an oppor- 
tunity of again visiting Hong Kong, Avhere I I’e- 
coived much kindness and hospitality from ISIajor- 
Gencral D’ Aguilar, the lieutenant-governor and 
commander of the forces, and also from the re- 
sident merchants, including ^latheson, Kerr, Dent, 
Jhiwson, and other gentlemen, Avhosc houses Avere 
always open to the royal navy. 
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RKMARKS 0\ TTIE ISLAND OF LAliUAN. GEOfaiAriTlCAL I^OSITIOX. 

— SUrEKFIClAL AREA. CHARACTER OF THE GROUND. SOIL. 

AVOODS AND .UJNGLE. THE CAMPHOR TREE RATT.^NS. 

SUPPLY OF WATER. A'lCTORIA TlARP»OUR. — DETACIIEJ) 

LSLET.S. COMPARISON OF SIN(JA1M)RE AVITH LAP,UAN. — ru- 

TURE TRADE. POLK’Y AAHHCII SHOULD RE I’URSUED. — 

AIUNICATIOX AVITH THE AVI LD TRIBES OF P>0RNi:O. — KALUIAS 

RIVER. PRODUCTIONS. (.iUTTA PF.RCHA. — EXTEN P OF TIIF, 

SU PPLY. CAAIPIIOR REE.s’-AALVX. S l'< ; A R-CAN ES. — COFI i:!-:. 

— BETEL. — CO(’OA-NL*TS. — LEECHES. — COAL. — ANALYSIS OF 

THE COAL. — LABUAN COAL SEAAIS. IMl’ORTS IN DEMAND AT 

DRUNK. — NATIVE CURRENCY. 

1847. April 7. — ViNANG. The Wolf has amvecl from La- 
,j.jl 7 ^ buaii, and Lieutenant Heath lias rejoined the Jris; a 
day later and he Avould have missed his jiassage to 
England, and instead of going home first lieutenant 
of the frigate, have found liiniself supernumerary 
on board the A'ernon. From him I hav(i received a 
full account of all that has occurred on the coast of 
Eorneo since my dejiarture, and from his rejiort 
joined to my OAvn observations, 1 have been able to 
form some estimate of the general character of our 
new settlement, and having purposely abstained 
from recording my remarks on the island of La- 
buan till my opinion had been matured by a more 
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practical acquaintance with its capabilities, I will 
now give a short account of its present state and 
condition, and of the advantages it presents as re- 
gards its locality to the great producing districts 
of Borneo, and of its position as a naval station 
from which we may act vigorously against the 
pirate communities. It was during Mr. Brooke’s 
visit to Brunc, in November, 1844, that Labuan 
was first offered to the British Government by the 
Sultan of Borneo, and in June, 184(), the Karl of 
Alierdeen, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, after 
satisfying himself of the value of the position, 
acquainted Mr. Brooke, that her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment proposed to adopt early steps for the occupa- 
tion of the island, and for the establishment of a 
naval station. 

The change of Government, however, took place 
about this period, when ^Tscount I’ahnerston, im- 
mediately transmitted instructions to Sir Thomas 
Cochrane to take ])ossession of Labuan, in the name 
of the (iueen. 

The island of Labuan extends from latitude 
5° 11' N. to latitude 5° 2.5' N., and from longitude 
11.5° 10' E. to 11.5° 22' K., running in a N. N. E. 
direction. It is about eleven miles in length, and 
at its southern extreme has a breadth of five and a 
half to six miles, from which, taking it as the base 
of a triangle, it gradually narrows to a point at the 
north end. 

It contains an area of forty squai'c miles, with a 
coast line probably of thirty miles. 


1847. 
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The surface of the ground is everywhere undu- 
latory, and the height of the highest hill about 
eighty feet. 

The soil ajipears moderately good, generally a 
light yellow clay and sandstone, the whole space 
being covei’cd with a jungle composed of a great 
variety of trees, some of the largest size, Jind of 
much value, especially the camphor tree and tlic 
rattan. 

T had an opportunity of examining some of tlie 
finest of the camphor trees, and Avas surpriscal at 
the nobleness of their structure. They have a 
straight stem, Avhich rises almost perpendicular to 
the lieight of a hundred feet,Avhen branches jut out iu 
every direction, covered Avith a tliick and luxuriant 
foliage. The camphor is found iu solid masses in 
diircrent ])arts of the Avood, and in order to obtain 
it, the trees are cut doAvn, and the stem and liranclics 
split into several pieces, Avhen the A’alualjle gum is 
bit by bit extracted. 

The rattans are also of the linest quality, and are 
in general use Avitli the natiAa*s for cordage and the 
rigging of tlieir pralms. hi very sort of hoitseliokl 
furniture is made from this species of cane, from 
the enormous mats to the most delicate basket, 
and it is moreover exjmrted in large quantities from 
such parts of llornco as ai’c under a steady govern- 
ment. 

Of the young cocoa and betel nuts Avhich I 
planted some months ago, T am not able to make a 
decisive report, sufficient time not having y*-'*- 
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elapsed to form a correct opinion. .1 am, however, 
conscious of having neglected to provide efficient 
fences to protect them from the wild hogs and deer, 
and believe they will not have fair play. The 
soil itself is everywhere adapted to the growth of 
all description of palms. Flowers of many species 
appear to grow luxuriantly in the jungle, and pa- 
rasitic plants are so numerous, as to threaten the 
destruction of the larger trees by their treacherous 
embrace. 

There had always been a doubt respecting the 
supply of fresh Avater on the island, and fears Avere 
entertained that during the dry season A'cry little, 
if au}', Avould be obtained, as it Avas Avell knoAvn 
tliat the rivulet Avhich flowed through a portion of 
the cleared ground on I’oint Pasley, Avas the drain- 
age of the SAvamps from the distant marshes in the 
jungle. I am able, hoAvever, to state, after a care- 
ful examination of every part of the island, that 
thei’c are tAvo sti’eams Avhich Ave have every reason 
to belicA'C never fail throughout the year, the one 
being a large body of beautiful AA'ater, Avhich falls 
in a cascade perpendicularly over a rock at the 
north point into the sea beloAV, and underneath 
which a boat may ride and take in a supply ; and 
the other is a small stream Avliose mouth is opposite 
the small rocky islet on the Avest side of the island, 
ihere is also a small spring round Point Hamilton, 
blit this I believe is influenced by the seasons. 

Whilst our ships Averc at anchor in Victoria Bay, 
from December to April, Ave received on an average 
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1847 . twelve tons of water per diem from wells dug in 
the vicinity of the flag- staff. Some of this water 
has now been two months in the hold, and is as 
good as ever ; but of course, from the manner of 
collecting it in pits dug a few feet below the surface 
of the sand, it cannot be so pure as the water of 
the springs on the more distant parts of the island. 

The entrance of Victoria harbour is about fifteen 
miles from the entrance of the Brunc river, with 
good anchorage three or four miles distant from 
either shore. The detached islet of Daat is ad- 
mirably adapted for a fortified position, as it com- 
pletely commands the harbour channel. 

A martello tower erected here would be the 
best sort of defence. 

On Malankassan and Kuraman islets there are 
fine trees, and on the latter a permanent stream of 
good water. 

The seas around abound in fish of vaidous kind, 
and turtles are numerous. 

Wild pigs and deer were occasionally met with ; 
but we saAV very few birds excejiting pigeons, w'ild 
fowl, and birds of prey. Large bats, and flying 
squirrels were also seen in the dusk of the evening. 

Labuan has never been regularly inhabited, and 
no attempt has been made to cultivate its soil. 
There is, however, every reason to believe that it 
is equal, if not superior to that of Singapore, and 
as these two insular possessions must, from their 
position, neeessarily hold much commercial inter- 
course, and I trust from this circumstance be mu- 
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tually beneficial to each other, a few remarks on 
their relative merits may not be out of place. 

The sudden growth of Singapore from a nest of 
pirates to a rich, mercantile emporium, has raised 
the supposition that the colony of Labuan will, 
Avith similar treatment, prove equally prosperous, 
and, moreover, that its prosperity Avill be equally 
sudden. A comparison of the circumstances at- 
tending the early days of Singapore Avith those of 
Labuan will, however, show that such is not likely 
to be the case, but that the growth of Labuan Avill 
be more gradual and less dazzling. Singapore 
OAves its prosperity, as much to the ill-advised 
measures of the Dutch, as to the sagacity of 
Sir Stamford Raftles ; it was the strong contrast 
l)etAveen Dutch rapacity and English liberality, 
AA’liich told in its favour. Singapoi'e Avms like a 
shop opened in a croAvded thoroughfare, Avhere 
there had been previously no shops, Avhilst Labuan 
may be compared to the same shop opened in the 
same thoroughfare, but, Avith the disadvantage of 
eager rivals in its neighbourhood. In former days, 
the Dutch loaded the native traders Avith heavy 
harbour dues and all sorts of exactions ; but they 
have now in some measure throAvn open their 
ports, and are endeavouring to rival us in liberal 
olFers to native traders, at least the journals of 
llatavia announce that Makassar Avill henceforth be 
a free port ; but even if the Dutch arc sincere in 
this intention, the new I’egulations will probably be 
fettered by some additional clauses Avhich aagU 
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neutralize the advantages which might otherwise 
arise to the commerce of Singapore. 

The trade of Labuan will, for the present, be 
confined to an exchange of commodities with the 
Malays of the sea-coast, and the aboriginal tribes in 
immediate connection with them: there will also 
be a small trade with China, in what are technically 
called straits’ produce ; but the greater part of the 
junk trade will probably continue to frequent Singa- 
pore, on account of the certain profit attending the 
carrying of Chinese emigrants to the Straits of 
Malacca. No doubt, when the Bornean Govern- 
ment, influenced by our neighbourhood, becomes 
more settled, its territory will bo a favourite field 
for Chinese emigration, and this branch of trade 
will then proportionally increase ; but I tliink wo 
may safely affirm that the junk trade, as a trade, is 
now falling off, and will eventually be succeeded by 
a trade in European vessels. 

The future prospect of Labuan trade will depend 
much upon the success of attempts which should 
be made to open a communication with the wilder 
and more savage tribes inhabiting the interior, of 
whom the Malays themselves know but little, ex- 
cept that they are numerous. Well conducted boat 
expeditions up the various rivers would soon create 
confidence, the parent of successful trade. Nothing 
could exceed the good will shown by the natives 
of Kallias towards an exploring party under the 
direction of Lieutenant Heath, acting in command 
of the Wolf, which ascended that river in the month 
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of February. They insisted upon the boats’ crews ^847. 
loading their boats with cocoa nuts, whilst presents 
of ducks and fowls, and honey, were poured in 
upon the officers. These were people who had 
never before seen a European. Much, however, 
will depend upon the conduct of those employed 
in these expeditions ; first impressions are always 
the most lasting, and those who are the first to 
communicate with the new tribes of the interior, 
will, for a long time to come, be looked upon as 
the type of their countrymen ; they cannot be 
therefore too careful to leave a good name behind 
them. 

The inhabitants of Kallias are the nearest neigh- 
bours of Labuan, and wo obtain a groat portion of 
our supplies from them. The river is broader and 
deeper than the Sarawak, with about two fathoms 
over the bar, the town being thirty-four miles 
from the entrance, and from thence the river con- 
tinues under the name of Kapala Panyu or turtle’s 
head, until it enters the sea west of Quallalama and 
Monti Bowan, thus making all the land forming 
the east side of the Labuan channel an island. 

There are two other towns on the banks, viz. Karu- 
kan and Garamak, the inhabitants being about 
seven or eight thousand. Pepper and rice are the 
staple commodities. 

There is no doubt that the friendliness of those 
natives Avith Avhom we have as yet become ac- 
quainted is mainly attributable to the exploring 
visits which we made in the Phlegethon, and all 
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1847. have known Mr. Brooke in this country will 

consider that his kind-heartedness and urbanity 
are the nxain springs of the extraordinary success 
which attends all his dealings with savages, and his 
example cannot be too closely followed by those 
whose duty it may become to conduct such ex- 
peditions. 

The principal products of the north-west coast 
of Borneo are sago, pepper, rice, bees’ wax, camphor, 
birds’ nests, tortoiseshell, betel-nuts, cocoa-nuts, 
coal, and other mineral and vegetable productions, 
such as gutta perch a, vegetable wax, timber of 
first quality, oils, ebony wood, &c. ; but when 
there shall be confidence given to the natives, 
and security to the European capitalist, this island 
will become the natural field for the growth of 
cotton, sugar, coffee, and other tropical produc- 
tions, free labour being abundant and cheap (com- 
pared with the labour of slave states) both from 
China and India, the labourers coming and re- 
turning with their free will and without difficulty ; 
at present, production is reduced to the lowest 
point from oppression and bad government, and 
the great object to be attained is the development 
of its resources. 

Sago will probably be the principal article of 
export : it is gro^vn in great quantities in vai’ious 
places on the marshy banks of rivers, and is a 
small shrub, averaging from twenty to thirty feet 
in height, having a rough bark covered with im- 
mense thorns which act as a protection against the 
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wild animals of the jungle. Like the elder-berry >847. 
tree of England, it contains a soft pith in the 
centre of the trunk, and from this the sago is 
made. 

I have seen quantities of it on board the native 
prahus which ply on the coast from Ambong to 
Brune, stowed in bulk in the hold in rough globules 
about the size of a pea. The Borneans are great 
adepts at its manufacture, and its price in the 
Singapore market is very high. 

In former days pepper was the staple commodity 
of Borneo, and fetched a large price at Singapore ; 
but it has gradually dwindled away to a price so 
unremunerative to the grower, that its cultivation 
is fast being abandoned. Rice is the common food 
of the population at large, and is generally pre- 
ferred to sago. Considerable quantities were found 
in store during our expedition into the interior, 
in pursuit of the sultan, and also in the Mambakut 
and other rivers ; and the modern history of Sara- 
wak shows that Borneo, under good goveimment, 

Avill probably become an exporter of that staff of 
Jiastem life. 

Gutta percha is a remai’kable example of the 
rapidity with which a really useful invention 
becomes of importance to the English public. A 
year ago it was almost unknown, but now its 
peculiar properties are daily being made available 
in some neAV branch of the useful or ornamental 
arts. The history of its introduction should urge 
the new colonists of Labuan to push Avith energy 
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their researches into the as yet almost untrodden 

path of Bornean botany. 

Dr. Oxley, of Singapore, has furnished the most 
complete description which has yet been published 
of the tree, and the manner in which its gum is 
collected by the natives. He describes the tree as 
being sixty or seventy feet in height, and two or 
three feet in diameter at the base ; it is most com- 
monly found in alluvial tracts, at the foot of the 
hills. In order to obtain the gum, the trees, when 
full grown, are cut down, and circular incisions 
are made in the bark at distances of from twelve to 
eighteen inches ; the sap which exudes is collected 
in cocoa-nut shells, or other basins, and is then 
boiled, in order to clear it of water, and to in- 
spissate it. (.)ne tree will produce from six to 
twenty-five pounds weight of the gum. Its colour, 
when pure, is greyish-white ; the reddisli hue is 
occasioned by the ])ieces of bark which tumble into 
the boiling mixture ; it is usually much adul- 
terated, but can be easily purified by boiling it in 
water, and then rolling it flat, and picking out the 
impurities. Gutta percha is not affected by boil- 
ing alcohol, but is readily dissolved in boiling 
spirits of turpentine ; also in naphtha, or coal tar. 
When immersed for a few minutes in water above 
150° Fahrenheit, it becomes plastic, and may be 
moulded into any shape, which it will retain when 
cooled. This property has led Dr. Oxley to apply 
it with success, instead of splints and bandages, in 
the setting of broken limbs. 
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It is already extensively used in England for 
soles of boots and shoes, and for -driving bands in 
machinery ; it bids fair also to supersede all other 
materials in the manufacture of picture-frames, 
and other ornamental mouldings. The extent to 
■which this gum may be obtained in the neigh- 
bourhood of Labuan is as yet unknown ; but it is 
to be hoped that the extravagant manner of col- 
lecting it adopted in the Straits of Malacca may 
be avoided in the new settlement, and that the na- 
tives may be early taught the impolicy of wasting 
this valuable material in so improvident a manner. 

The camphor of Borneo is of that sort called 
“ barns it sells in Singapore at thirty -three 
dollars per catty for the Chinese market. 

Bees’ wax, birds’ nests, and tortoise-shells, arc 
plentiful ; but as they vary much in quality, it is 
impossible to quote their market price ; a further 
intercourse with the interior Avill probably greatly 
increase the quantity of bees’ wax for exportation. 

Sugar-cane is grown ; but both its cultivation 
and its manufacture are rude and unscientific, 
though it is very probable that at a future day it 
will give large returns to the Jhiropcan capitalist. 

Coffee is more rarely planted ; the orang-kaya 
of Kimanis was, however, Avhen the Iris left the 
station, about to commence its cultivation, Avith a 
vioAv to the Labuan market. 

Betel and cocoa-nuts are largely planted, and 
may be increased to any amount ; cocoa-nut oil is 
even now made for exportation. 
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It may, perhaps, be thought very speculative to 
consider the chances of leeches becoming an article 
of export; but they are so very plentiful, and so 
valuable a remedy in the diseases peculiar to those 
climates, that an improved state of the medicinal 
art in these cotintries might cause a demand for 
them in China, and in these days of inter- com- 
munication, some good market will surely be found 
for so useful an article, which may be got for 
nothing; they abound most in the country about 
Kiraanis and Bcnoni. 

Whilst the Iris was at anchor off the former 
river, the surgeon being anxious to renew his 
stock of leeches, one of the officers, who was going 
to visit the village, was furnished Avith a stipply 
of long cloth, AvhereAvith to obtain them. On his 
arrival at the orang-kaya’s house, he stated his 
Avants, and offered a yard of long cloth (value four 
pence) for every hundred. Off started all the little 
boys in the place, in great glee at the prospect 
of obtaining such riches, and, in less than a 
quarter-of-an-hour, returned Avith cocoa-nut-shclls 
full of fine large leeches. On inquiiy, it was 
found that they waded into certain marshes and 
pools near the river’s banks, and thus took ad- 
vantage of the animal’s appetite to capture them. 

Coal is the last article in our list, but it is 
certainly, politically (and perhaps also commer- 
cially), the most important of all. It has been 
found in several places near the Brunfe river, and 
also on tlie island of Labuan. The Hon. Company’s 
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steamer Nemesis was recently coaled from the 
seam discovered by Lieutenant Heath in the latter 
place, and the engineers report it to be the best 
coal for steaming purposes which they have met 
with in India, its chief merit being an absence of 
clinking, and the little necessity for raking or 
poking, besides whieh it has the advantage of 
leaving only a small quantity of light white ash, 
and is cleared out with comparative facility. 

This coal was first noticed cropping out from 
the western shore in March, 1845, as described in 
Mr. Brooke’s journal, and a large specimen of it 
was forwarded to the Museum of Practical Geology 
in the following July, Avhich, upon analysis, was 
found to contain — 

Parts. 

Carbon 4‘52. 

Hydrogen 4*74. 

Sulphur 1'45. 

Nitrogen 0'80. 

Oxygen 20’75. 

Ashes 7 "74. 

100 - 00 . 


Dr. Lyon Playfair, by Avhom this analysis was 
effected, has, by a late communication made to the 
Lari of Auckland, mentioned the probability that 
the specimen analysed might not be a fair sample 
of the Labuan coal, and certainly, Avhen Ave con- 
sider that the mass, Avhen it was detached, rose 
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through the sands like any other rock, and might 
have been subject to the influence of the sea for a 
length of time, we cannot expect it to be a fair 
specimen ; at the same time its occurrence on the 
shore, unremoved by the action of the breakers, 
and its firm condition after so long a transport in 
part upon the back of a camel from Suez across 
the desert, prove a great degree of hardness, a 
quality of importance wh^n employed for steamers. 
An analysis was also made (by Richardson) of a 
variety of parrot, or canal coal, sent from Edin- 
burgh to this museum, which was found to re- 
semble Labuan coal more than the Newcastle. 

It is now ascertained that the Labuan coal-seams 
merely form portions of the great beds wliich wvm 
discovered by Sir Thomas Cochrane and Mr. Brooke, 
and which are themselves the continuation of tlie 


eleven and three- 

■feet beds Avhich cross the Kiangi 

stream, at a very short distance from the city of 
Brune. It is curious that these two beds, Avhicli 

nearly join each 

other, should be 

so difFcrcnt in 

composition, as 

Avill be seen by 

the following 

analysis : — 

11 feet bed. 

3 feet bed. 

Carbon 

- 70*3 — 

54-3 

Hydrogen 

5-4 — 

5-0 

Sulphur 

1-2 — 

1-1 

Nitrogen 

0-7 — 

1-0 

Oxygen 

- 20-0 — 

24-2 

Ashes 

3-2 — 

14-3 


100.0 

100.0 
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It wll be observed that the eleven-feet bed is much 
the best as to ashes. 

In continuation of these remarks, I will add, that 
Sir Henry de la Beche has further expressed his 
opinion, that the coal of Labuan should be system- 
atically and carefully Avorked, so that a hasty and 
inconsiderate extraction, near the surface, may not 
impede or damage subsequent workings at greater 
depth. A dip of 24°, and a nine-feet bed, are con- 
ditions for much care Avhile under them, but with 
due precautions a large amount of coal might be 
obtained in the distance from which the coal-bed is 
supposed to run. 

Should there ever be another Avar, the command 
of this coal district Avill be of vast importance ; and 
in the mean time, the quickly increasing numbers 
of steamers in the neighbouring seas Avill probably 
di-aAV their supplies from thence. The price of coal 
at Singapore and llong Kong, at present, averages 
from thirty to thirty-five shillings a ton ; Avhilst the 
coal from the bed on Labuan, notAvithstanding the 
disadvantage of bad tools and unscientific arrange- 
ment, is noAV supplied to our Avar steamers at seven- 
teen shillings ; a calculation has also been made, that 
the coal from the mainland may be stacked on the 
river’s bank, ready for shipping, at six shillings a 
ton, Avhich Avill probably be about the price to 
Avhich the Labuan coal Avill eventually fall. It is, 
moreover, probable that, in a country Avhose surface 
is covered Avith vegetation, and Avhose inhabitants 
are, from the abundance of firewood, unacquainted 
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J847. even with the use of coal, there are many outcrop- 
piiig seams still undiscovered, which will reward a 
careful and diligent searcher. Lieutenant Gordon, 
in his recent examination of Pulo Tiga, found 
evidence of the neighbourhood of coal-fields. 

The imports at present in demand at Brune, are 
longcloths, coarse crockery, iron pans, called qual- 
lies, bar-iron, brass-wire, salt, and gamblers; to 
which may be added, firearms of all descriptions. 

The small currency of the town of Brun^, for 
marketing purposes, consists of square pieces of 
bar-iron ; but the natives are well acquainted with 
dollars, and, in some cases, prefer them to their 
value in cloth. 

The pikul and the catty are the weights of the 
country: the pikul is equal to 100 catties, each 
catty being 1| pound, avoirdupois. The yard and 
the fathom are used in measuring. 

The brig Amelia was the first trading vessel 
which arrived on the coast subsequent to Sir 
Thomas Cochrane’s recent operations. She was 
chartered by Baba Binting, one of that enterprising 
race, the straits Chinamen, who are the descendants, 
by Malay mothers, of the last generation of China- 
men, which emigrated to our various settlements in 
the straits of Malacca and Singapore. As I strictly 
prohibited settling at Labuan, he took his brig up 
to the town of Brune, and there opened a barter 
traffic, with eager customers. He describes the 
natives as remarkably well behaved ; their curiosity 
was a hinderance for the first few days, but that 
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soon wore off. The prices obtained by him were 
as follows ; but it must be recollected, that being 
the first in the field, he received the reward due to 
his enterprise, in higher prices than can be reckoned 
on for the future. 

1 Pikul gambler = 3 pikuls black pepper. 

1 Piece belacho cloth = 5^ pikuls sago. 

Pieces belacho cloth = 1 pikul bees' wax. 

Belacho cloth is a species of coarse nankeen well 
known at Singapore. 

In connection with the probable prospect of La- 
buan trade, it may be mentioned, that in former 
days, large junks of 500 tons were built at Brune. 
Labuan offers good inducements to Chinese ship 
builders ; timber well suited for the purpose, and 
(lammer, a sort of resin, used instead of pitch, 
abound on the island. The protection afforded by 
the English Government, and the excellence of 
Victoria Harbour, will leave little wanting but 
Chinese skill and industry to revive this ancient 
source of prosperity. 

As the spread of civilisation, and the extension 
of British commerce, are the principal induce- 
ments to colonising Labuan, let us hope, that these 
twin daughters of Britain may advance, hand in 
hand, amongst the, as yet, untutored children of 
Borneo. 
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ENGLAND. — CAI>E OP GOOD HOriL — ST. HELENA. ASCENSION. 

ARRIVE AT SriTHEAD. INTELLIGENCE PROM BORNEO. — MR. 

BROOKE AT BliUNE. ACTION OF THE NEMESIS AND BALANIM 

PIRATES. GALLANT CONDUCT OP COMMANDER GREV. AD- 
MIRABLE DEFENCE OP THE PIRATES. TIIEIR DEFEAT. — RE- 
LEASE OP CAPTIVES. EXECUTION OP PUIATES BY THE SUL- 
TAN. MU. BROOKE RETURNS TO SARAWAK. — EMBARKS FOR 

ENGLAND. — DETENTION AT CEYLON. — ARRIVES AT SOUTH- 
AMPTON, AFTER AN ABSENCE OP NINE YEARS. REMARKS ON 

MR. BROOKE*S CAREER. — FLATTERING RECEPTION IN ENGLAND. 
— VISIT TO HER MAJESTY AT WINDSOR. — APPOINTED GO- 
VERNOR AND COMMANDER-lN-CniEF AT LABUAN. — RECEIVES 
THE FREEDOM OP THE CITY OP LONDON. — MISSIONARY MEET- 
INGS. CONCLUSION. 

PiNANG. During my stay in this harbour I have liad 
the opportunity of looking over the English journals 
and periodicals at the public library, and I observe 
therein many mistakes relative to the late policy 
pursued in regard to Borneo, and the consequent 
operations on the north-Avest coast by the Britisli 
fleet under the orders of Hear Admiral Sir Thomas 
Cochrane, which these journals represent to liavc 
been the result of the opinion and advice of the 
Governor General of India. 

The fact, however, is exactly the reverse, as 
Lord IJardinge, occupied by the momentous state 
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of affairs of northern India, and iiolding his COUrt 
at Simla, was necessarily quite ignorant both of the 
])laiis and intentions of the naval comniander-in- 
cliicf, to whose firm and energetic policy the late 
commercial prosperity and establishineiit of secu- 
rity on the llorneo coast is solely attributable, and 
who, foreseeing the danger of waiting for definite 
instructions from home, took upon himself the 
great responsibility of acting at once vigorously 
against the sultan, and tliercby (as mentioned in 
tlie journals of Mr, llrooko) prevented the retro- 
gression to barbarism of the native commuinty, 
and secured the rising commerce of tlic great island 
of llornco.” 

(.)l)jects are not fiXHpiently seen through a similar 
inediuin at 14,000 miles’ distance as wlien close at 
hand, and vicarious duties are, moreover, burdened 
Avitli the risk of not being exactly performed in the 
manner that the ruling powers in Downing Street 
and the Admiralty would wisli ; it iniist, therefore, 
have been a source of much gratification to the 
commandcr-iii-chlef to have heard that both his 
policy and plan of operations had met witli tlie 
approval^f her jMajesty’s government. 

1 also observe that some of the minor periodicals 
to the eastward of the Cape are inclined to dwell 
unfairly on the loss of life which has been occa- 
sioned by the admiral’s proceedings on the coast of 
])orneo, and they seem to imagine that the same 
haj)py results might have been obtained by a dif- 
ferent line of action. AVheii, however, the nature 
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of the service, the climate, and the necessity of 
combined operations on so extensive a coast arc 
maturely considered, T am fully persuaded that we 
have every reason to be thankful that we have not 
to deplore the loss of a still greater number of 
valuable lives. 

The total amount of casualties during the several 
expeditions undertaken by Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
amounts to about lifteen killed and foi’ty-fivc 
wounded, to Avhich we may add, between twenty 
and thirty more, inclusive of six officers who fell 
victims to the climate, a total which surely may bo 
considered less thaii could have been anticipated, 
when the necessity of acting against the pirate com- 
munities, and subsequently against the sidtan, was 
at first resolved upon, and certainly it Avas the 
general opinion of all engaged in forcing the bat- 
teries of the river llrunc, that the phui of attack 
adopted by the admiral alone prevented a heavy 
loss to the na.A'al forces enn^affed in that service. 

il/gy 23. — Simon’s Bay, Cape of Good Hope. I 
took my departure from Aclieen Head, Sumatra, 
on the 12th of April (a memorable day in my 
fimiily), and after a passage of forty-ou||^ays, ai'- 
rived here yesterday, and found in the anchorage 
the President, .50, Captain Stanley, Avith the flag 
of Bear Admiral Dacres, and the steamers S])iteful 
and Rosamond. 

I Avas glad to hav'e this oj)portunity of renew- 
ing my acquaintance Avith the commander-in-chief, 
Avhom 1 had not seen for many yeai*s. 1 found him 
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busily engaged about the arrangements for the 
light-house on Cape Agulhas, and anxiously ex- 
pecting news from the frontier relative to the 
KafFre war, which, from existing circumstances, 
appeared little likely to be brought to a speedy 
termination. 

May 29 The Spiteful steamed away to-day at ]\iay 2 !). 

noon for Spithead. She Avill have three days’ start of 
the Iris. Yet I have been bold enough to make a 
small bet with my young friend. Sir William llostc, 
her intelligent commander, that 1 .shall land in Eng- 
land before him ; he calculates on gaining several 
days by working out systematically a plan of his 
own for reducing the expenditure of fuel, and 
wliich, 1 understand, he has already tried success- 
fully in the Indian seas. 

June 1. — This morning I sailed from Simon’s J'mcL 
Hay, having passed nine days there very iigreeably, 
tinding at all times a hearty welcome at the hos- 
pitable mansion of the commander-in-chief, and 
enjoying much the enlivening society of his amiable 
family. I passed a couple of days at Cape Town, 
and renewed my acquaintance with i\lr. ^Montagu, 
the Colonial Secretary, from whom I I'eccived much 
instiTictivc information relative to the colony, and 
the protracted Avar against the Kaflres. 

June 13 St. Helena. I anchored here on the la 

11th, and found that the Spiteful had arrived tAvo 
days before me, and after a stay of eight hours to 
take in coal, started for Ascension. I shall follow 
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to-morrow, having completed water, and received 
on board stores for the commodore’s squadron on 
the coast of Africa. 

June 19. — Ascension. After thoroughly enjoy- 
ing a couple of quiet days at I’lantation House 
Avitli the Governor, General Sir Patrick Ross and 
family, I sailed from St. Helena on the 14th, and 
Avas glad on my ariaval hero to find the Penelojx; 
bearing the broad pennant of Commodore Sir 
Charles llotham, K. C. B., at anchor in the roads. 
I was douldy pleased at thus inu'xpectodly meeting 
with an old friend and brother colh'gian, as it gave 
me the opportunity of congratulating him on his 
brilliant successes in the river Parana, and on tlie 
distinguished marks of favour Avhich he had re- 
ceived from her ^lajcsty. 

The island of Ascension presented a very dif- 
ferent aspect to that Avhich 1 remembered four 
years ago. It Avas then a hot bed of di.scontent, 
Avitli irregularity and disorder pervading cA^ery de- 
partment of the government ; Avhei’eas noAV, under 
the able superintendence of Captain Hutton of the 
royal navy, its various branches had undergone a 
thorough renovation; and a ready desire was mani- 
fested to afford all the assistance that the limited 
means of the settlement would admit of. 

I found that the Spiteful had departed tlie 
evening previous to our arrival, so Ave tire close 
uj)on her heels ; but tis she Avas obliged to leave 
the island thirty tons short of coal, she starts at ti 
disadvantage on the long voyage to the channel. 
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June 21. — I reinaincd two days at Ascension, 
and learnt from maJiy quarters that the African 
squadron Avas iti high order ; that many of the 
cruisers had been very successful in capturing sla- 
vers ; but that notwithstanding these elforts, the 
shiA'^e trade Avas much on the increase. 

Sept. 1. — VYe reached Spithcad on the 26th of 
July, and found that the Spiteful had anchored 
there just a Aveek before us; consequently her com- 
mander is the A\dmicr of the Avagcr. 1 found, on 
examining the logs, that Ave had passed the AV'^estcrn 
Islands only tAventy-four hours after the steamer, 
fi’om Avhich date avc had contrary winds. Hoav- 
cA^cr, T confess that on this occasion Sir William 
lloste’s plan of using the expansive gear triumphed 
even oven* the Aveatherly ([ualitics of the Iris, lint 
it is iioAV time that I should again refer to the 
affairs of llorneo, for it Avas at the period in Avhich 
1 am noAv Avriting that the overland mail from 
India and China reached this countiy, bringing 
the dates from SarfiAAaik and Labuan to the begin- 
ning of June; and as by this opportunity 1 learned 
from my liiend llrookc that he AA'as about to leave 
his adopted country and revisit ihigland for a fcAV 
months, I Avill here give an account t)f his moA'c- 
ments and ^u’oceedings since aa'c parted company at 
Pinang early in April. 

In the course of that month ^Ir. Brooke pro- 
ceeded to Singapore, Avhere he prepared additional 
articles to a treaty Avhich had been forAxairded to 
him by the British Government for the arrange- 
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merit of the commercial relations between Great 
Britain and Borneo ; and he subsequently returned 
to Sarawak, where he found that, during his ab- 
sence of four months, nothing had occurred to 
disturb tlie growing prosperity of tlie colony. Tlie 
Sakarraii Dyaks had, however, at one period, shown 
a disposition to send a division of tlieir fleet to 
sea ; but, on the intimation that they would not be 
allowed to pass through the narrows at a fortified 
position belonging to one of the chiefs friendly to the 
English rajah, tlie attempt was abiindoned. From 
late information, it appears priibablc that these 
gentry may liave intended to form a junction witli 
a small division of the J3alanini pirate fleet, Avhicli 
was at this time known to be in tlui neighbour- 
hood, as accounts of their daring and successful 
attacks upon several villages near the Dutch settle- 
ments, to the southward of Lintin, had reached 
Sarawak not long before. Gf the formidable op- 
ponent which these Balaninis subsequently encoun- 
tered, particulars Avill shortly lie given ; and pos- 
sibly, for ages to come, the courage displayed, as 
Avell as the fatal results of their first acquaintaiuHi 
witli the steam power of the West, will be tra- 
ditionally recorded by their descendants. 

In the middle of May ]\Ir, Brooke embarked on 
board the lion. Company’s steamer Nemesis, and 
proceeded to Labuan. On arrival in A'ictoria 
Harbour, he found her Majesty’s brigs Columbine 
and Royalist, Avhen their commanders, Captain 
C'harles Grey and Lieutenant Gordon, put theim 
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selves on board the steamer, and, taking a small 
party of marines as an cseort for Mr. Brooke, she 
crossed over to the Borneo river, and went on 
dii’ect to Brunc. 

After the usual deliberations and delays from 
native indolence, and from the opposition of the 
remnant of the turbulent party, the sultan’s seal 
■was affixed to the commercial treaty, and in the 
evening of the 29th of May, Mr. Brooke took leave 
of his Highness and the pangerans, and at the same 
time Lieutenant Gordon, anxious to return as 
(piickly as possible to his vessel, proceeded in his 
“iff direct to Labuan. 

It was on . the following morning after daylight, 
that the Nemesis left her anchorage off the city of 
lirune; and at 7h. 30m. a. m., when a short distance 
be}^ond Cherimon Island, having got on the edge 
of the bank, she reduced her speed, and was engaged 
ill extricating herself from this narrow channel, 
when a canoe, passing by, hailed her, and gave in- 
formation of a fleet of pirates being in the offing, 
which, according to the statement of the affrighted 
crew, had chased them the previous evening into 
the entrance of the river. 

Full power was immc‘diately put on the steamer, 
and at 9h. 30m., wliilst rounding iMoarra Point 
the pirate vessels, eleven in number, Avere seen 
from the masthead in full chase of a fishing-boat, 
Avhich Avas endeavouring to escape toAvards Labuan. 
Tlie Nemesis, so Avell knoAvn for her actiA^e services 
in China, liad at this time a complement of eighty 
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men (officers included), the whole of the crew being 
English with the exception of six. Twenty-three 
men, including eight marines, were also on board 
her from the Columbine, with Commander Charles 
Grey. 

So soon as the pirates discovered tlie steamer 
they reliiKiuislied the cliase, and altering their 
course, pulled away to tlie westward directly across 
tlie extensive Moarra Shoal, whilst, owing to the 
small depth of water over it, the A^emesis Avas 
obliged to make the round of three or four miles 
before she could steer in the direction taken by the 
prahiis. 

About eleven A. m., Brooke clearly made out 
the strangers to be regular Balanhii ])irates, and 
acquainted Commander Grey and Mr. Wallage with 
the cluiractcr of the enemy they were about to 
engage. At noon, the pirates observing that tlie 
steamer Avas coming up Avith them rapidly, and 
that escape Avas impossible, determined to take up 
tlie best position for defence, and accordingly run in 
for the shore near the island of Jhlungan, and Avluai 
Avithin a feAV yards of the beach in a small liay, 
they anchored in line Avith their heads to seaAvard, 
about ten yards apart, and joining the jirahus 
tog(?ther Avith haAv^sers, aAvaited the approach of 
their novel and Ibrmidable opponent. 

At one r. m. the Nemesis, having arrived Avithiii 
a feAV hundred yards of the enemy, Avith less than 
tAVo fathoms’ AA^ater and a heavy ground swell, 
loAvered her boat, and ]\Ir. Wallage Avas in the act of 



Cn/.r.Xlll.l ACTION 03? Tlll^ NEMESIS WITH riKATES. 


sending her iiway, under the orders of Mr. Scott, 
j)ayinaster and purser, (who volunteered for this 
dangerous service,) to enter into a parley with the 
strangers, when the pirates put a stop to such a 
measure, by opening their fire along the whole 
extent of their line, by wliich one man was killed 
on board the Nemesis. The fire was rpiickly re- 
turned from the steamer, and the action became 
general; the Nemesis moving at the distance of 
200 yards from one extreme of the position to tlie 
other, pouring in round shot, grape, and canister, 
from lier two tliirty-pouiiders, which, with four 
long-sixes, composed lier armament. After two 
hours^ cannonade, several of the ])irate prahus were 
considerably damaged, and partially deserted by 
the crows, and there appearing to be a general 
confusion amongst them, Captain Crey deemed tliat 
the moment liad arrived for making a dash with the 
])oats ; and, accordingly, shoving off witli the cutter 
of tlie Columbiue, manned Avith lier crew and the 
party of marines, and assisted by the tAvo cutters 
of the Nemesis, armed each Avith a brass five- 
pounder, a vigorous attack Avas made at the left of 
the enemy’s position; Avlien, after a most gallant 
defence made by the llalaninis, the men iighting 
hand to hand in the Avater, two ot* the prahus Avere 
taken possession of. The Nemesis during this time 
continued to pour in grape Avith much clfect, 
thougli, oAving to the lieavy ground sAvell, most of 
the round shot passed into the jungle beyond. At 
four V. M. three of the prahus on the extreme right, 
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whicli had sprung up, and ci’owding all sail bore 
away to the castAvard, the boats under Captain Grey 
continuing the action on the left. 

I'he Nemesis, observing that two of the prahus 
Avere already captured by the boats, and the other 
six Avere lying upon tlic beach deserted by the 
crcAVS, Avho had tied into the jungle, noAV steamed 
aAvay in chase of the three prahus above named, 
Avhicli AA'cre endeavouring to make their escape to- 
Avards Labuan. 

Captain (ii’cy, in the mean Avliile, pi'oeceded to 
secure the prizes Avhich Avere apparently lying dis- 
abled on the beach, but no sooner did the pirates 
obsci’A'c that the steamer Avas absent, than they 
I'cturued in force to their A^'ssels, and before Captain 
(ircy Avas enabled to prevent their manoeuvn', tlie.y 
gallantly remanned five of their prahus, launched 
them Avith great rapidity, and made a bold attempt 
to ])ass out to seaAvard of the cutters, "fhe action 
AA^as immediately resumed by Captain Grey making 
a combined moA'cment against the largest prahu in 
tlie rear, and a smaller one attaclied to lier, and, as 
the other three directly bore dowii to their siijtport, 
the cutters Avould have had an overpoAvering force 
upon them, Avhen Mr. Wallage, observing that the 
boats Averc thus unequally matched, returned Avith 
all despatch to their assistance, thus enabling the 
])rahus, of Avhieh the Nemesis Avas in chase, to 
continue their eoAirsc toAvards Labuan. These Avere 
shortly aftei'Avards joined by another of the larg(f 
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class prahus, which having been driven upon the 
shore at the early part of the conflict had been 
sixbsequently remanned, and pulling away in the 
direction of her friends, thus rmide tlie fourth which 
efl'ectcd their escape to the eastward. 

As soon as the five prahus in action with the cut- 
ters ascertained that the Nemesis was again steam- 
ing toAvards them, they discontinued the fight, and 
pulled away to the AvestAvard, closely folloAved by 
the boats. TA\m hours had noAv elapsed since tlie 
coinme!icement of the ])oat action, and at tliis time 
the colour serjeant of marines and six men on board 
the cutters had been Avounded, many of them se- 
riously. d'hey Avere put on board the steamer so 
soon as she rejoined, and the cliase Avas then con- 
tinued until eight i*. M., at Avhich hour three of the 
prahus Avere captured and destroyed, the other tAVo 
making their escape in the tlusk of the CA'cning. 

K rom this account, it aaoII be seen tliat out of the 
eleven prahus six effected their escape. One of the 
first class Avas secured, and four Avere. destroyed. 
The largest prahu mounted six guns, one of Avhicli 
Avas a brass nine pounder, and carried a crew of 
fifty men. The praluis Avere protected by ampilans, 
or flat nmsket proof boards fitted to the gunnel, 
'fhe total force of the llalaninis on board their 
vessels Avas about three liuudrcd and fifty men ; the 
complement of the Nemesis, including the men from 
the (Jolumbine, being one hundred and four. 

The loss on our side AA'as tAvo men killed and^six 
Avounded ; that of the pirates between forty and 
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prahus. 

About 100 captives Avere in confinement in this 
fleet, chained I’ound the neck in couples by rattans ; 
many of these’unfortunate jieojde Avere also killed 
and Avounded by the fii’e of the Nemesis, as their 
barbai’ous masters had obliged them to come up 
from beloAV, and sit on the deck during the action. 
None of the pirates Avere taken alive, Avhieh shoAvs 
the desperation Avith Avhich they fought, indeed, 
strongly as Ave must reprobate their horrible cru- 
elties, it is impossible not to admire their braA'ery 
and undaunted resolution, for it is difficult to 
imagine the impression AAdiich the first sight of 
their formidable opponent must haA'c made njjon 
them, and the fact of their taking up the best pos- 
sible position for mutual support and defence, 
pi’ovcd that they Avere not altogether devoid of 
nautical tactics. 

Of the judicious and able conduct of Captain 
Grey, and the oflicers and men under his orders I 
need not speak ; he has recei\'ed the thanks of the 
Lords Cominissionei's of the Admiralty f<-)r the 
gallantry exhibited by himself and those under his 
command on this occasion, and the same expres- 
sion of praise has been trajisniitted to lllr. Wallagc 
through the Hon. Company’s department. Mr. 
Harvey and Mr. AVootton, naAod cadets, Avere Avith 
Captain Grey. ScA’^eral shot struck the Nemesis, 
but did not penetrate the iron. The expenditure 
of*ammunition on board the steamer Avas great. 
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160 round shot and nearly 500 charges of grape 
and canister were fired at the pirates ; and it is 
}iot therefore surprising that of the six which cs- 
capcil tlu'ce only managed to reach their native 
islands in the Snlu sea, the other three having 
foundered on the passage. On the morning after 
the affray they all touched at the north point of 
Labuan and took in Avater from the cascade Avdiicli 
I have previously described. 

The Nemesis returned to Labuan the same eve- 
ning, Avhere she found the (.'olumbine and Royalist 
at anchor, but those vessels, being nearly twenty 
miles from the scene of action, knew nothing of the 
pirates being in the vicinity. 

On the following morning a llotilla of native 
gun-lioats arrived i'rom llrune, having been dis- 
])atched by tlu; sultan when the cannonade A\ns 
lieai'd. Mr. Brooke immediately sent Avord to his 
Liglmess that several of the captives AA’^erc on sliore 
ill the jungle, and that he trusted they Avould be 
protected and taken care of by the Borneo go- 
vernment. 

/hr. 30. — By late information aa"c learn, that Dec. 30. 
between forty and fifty of the pirates Aidio had 
taken refuge in the jungle had been eajitured by 
the forces of the sultan sent in pursuit, and Avere 
bi-ought prisoners to Brune, Avhilst the numerous 
captives Avere liberated and forwarded to Sing.a- 
pore. These men Avere ju'incipally Chinese and 
Malays, and, after wandering many days in the 
jungle, had found their Avay to Brune. Here they 
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were at once kindly treated, and being confronted 
with the pirates their late masters, arms were put 
into their hands by the orders of the sultan, and 
they were desired to take vengeance on their op- 
pressors. This they resolutely refused to do, 
whereupon tlie sultan commanded that the pirates 
should be immediately executed, Avhich was done by 
the chiefs and armed people rushing upon them 
and cutting them down on the s])ot. 

Tlie following details of the devastations made 
by these pii’ates previous to their arrival olf the 
Ijorneo river have also been ri'ceivial. Sejiara- 
ting from the main body of the fleet early in tlu; 
year, they had made the cii’cuit of the island of 
lloruco, and after committing the depredations al- 
ready alluded to, had made an attack on Sirhassaii 
in the south Natunas, whore they Averc repulsed ; 
but landing subsequently in a secure bay, they re- 
paired their vessels, and committed the atrocious 
act of burning one of their (,'hinese captives alive, 
and perpetrated other orgies too dreadful to relate. 
From thence tliey stood over to Sarawak, oft' Avhich 
I'iver they lield a council of war as to the propriety 
of making a descent on that rising settlement, but 
understanding that some ships of Avar Avere at an- 
chor olf the toAvn, they thought it advisable to 
continue their course to the northward ; and it Avas 
at the last stage of a cruize of nearly a year’s du- 
ration that, laden Avith their captiA^es, and their 
booty, they accidentally fell ^ Avith the Nemesis 
as she Avas returning Avith Mr. Brooke from Brune 
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thus giving the English rajali the opportunity on ^8^7. 
the very eve of his departure from. Borneo of in- 
flicting the severe chastisement which I have just 
described. 

In the montli of June Mr. Brooke returned to 
Sarawak, Avhere lie remained a short time to make 
the indispensable arrangements for the government 
of his pi’ovince during his proposed visit to his 
native country, and by tlie July mail steamer he 
started for Jingland. On arriving at Point de Gallo, 
Ceylon, he found that the branch steamer had 
already departed for Suez, and he Avas therefore 
compelled to remain at Colombo till the folloAving 
month. Mr. Brooke finally reached Southampton 
in one of the Oriental Company’s steamers on the 
1st of October, Avhere Captain Keppel, and myself, 

Avith a fcAv of his nearest relations, had been some 
days AA^aiting to give him a Avelcome to his native 
land, from AAdiich he had been absent just nine 
years. Mr. Brooke had, moreover, the satisfaction 
of hearing that Captain Keppel had been appointed 
to the command of her Majesty’s ship Meander, 

Avhich frigate the Eaid of Aukland had placed at 
the disposal of the rajah for the purpose of con- 
veying him to Labuan, of Avhich island he had 
been appointed governor and commander-in-chief, 

Avith a most able co-adjutor in his friend, ^]\Ir. 
Napier, avIio had at the same time been nominated 
lieutenant-governor. 

It Avill, I think, not be out of place, if J here 
briefly relate the positive benefits conferred on the 
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civilised world by tlie extraordinary career of Mr. 
Brooke in the Eastern seas, for I believe that the 
European public at large have hitherto been to- 
tally ignorant of tlie practical effects which have 
arisen from tlie energetics policy of tliis great man ; 
and thougli his own countrymen have long known 
that tlie sliores of Borneo have for nges past been 
infested by pirates, and the sea board of that vast 
island peopled by a race “ whose hand Avas against 
every inan;^’ yet 1 feel assurc^d, that whilst very 
few liave been ac(|uainted Avith the immense num- 
bers andpoAver of the piratical tribes, and with their 
astonishing organisation, exceeding anything that 
Avas knoAvn in tfic days of the Buccaiieci’S and free- 
hootei’s of the western heiuispljci’e ; they have also 
bc(,“n equally unaware of tlie lengthenetl eaptivity 
and cruel treatment wliieli the crews of shipwrecked 
and captured vessels met with from the hands of 
their barbarous masters, who it must be I’cmem- 
bered, inhabiting a coast 700 miles in extent, were 
in league with the great lllaniin and Balanini com- 
munities, and all who fell within the merciless 
grasp of either party, met either death or the mi- 
series of perpetual slavery. 

Tlie navigation of that pai’t of the China sea 
iinmecliiitely to the north wiU’d of llorneo is the 
mosi dangerous of any part of the globe traversed 
by European vessels. A glance at the map shows 
us a space of Avatcr litei’idly studded with coral 
reefs and patches of rocks, and instead of being 
sux’prised at the numbers of accidents which an- 
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luuilly occur to the shipping which enter this high- 
Avay of the sea, we are astonished that so many 
slioiild succeed in passing through in safety; but 
Avhen added to these natural impediments to a 
secure communication with the coast of China and 
tlic Philippines (wliose commerce is yearly becom- 
ing of greater importance to Great Pritain), it is 
known, tliat in tlie event of shipwreck tlicre is no 
liope for the wn^tched mariner if compelled to take 
to the boats and to abandon the vessel, we may well 
(h^plore the lamentable fact, that the great naval 
powers of Christian Europe have not long ago 
nnit(‘d to suppress tliese enormities. 

The north-east monsoon during seven months of 
the year blows with great force throughout the 
Cliina seas, bringing Avith it so heavy a sea that no 
l)oats could live unless put before the wind. 

Yet to do this Avouhl be to bear aAA'ay for a 
licatlien and merciless land, A\diere certain slavery, 
if not immediate torture and deatli, aAA^aits tliem, 
and therefore, as the only other alternatiAT, tlie 
])lan adopted, under these h^arful circumstances, 
has been to endca\^our to gain the Straits of Singa- 
l)ore or the Gulf of Siam, Avhcrc alone a landing 
might be effected Avitli any liopc of safety. 

Laying aside, then, all suppositions or prophetic 
vicAA^s of the extent of civilisation Avhich may here- 
after arise from tlie moral influence and humane 
conduct of M\\ Brooke in liis oavii province of Sa- 
ra Avak, I AAull, as I proposed at the commencement 
of these remarks, sliortly narrates tlie positive good 
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bours. 

Each reader of these volumes will probably form 
his OAvn o])inion, but, to my mind, the astonishing 
fact of the inhabitants of the wliole north-Avest 
coast of Borneo, extending from Cape Datu to 
Alalludu Bay, being noAv so far weaned from their 
savage habits as to insure the per.sonal safety of any 
European who may be tlirown by shipAvreck oi- 
othei'Avise upon their shores, is the triumph Avhich 
should ever stand the tirst amongst the many Avhi(;Ii 
Air. Brooke has achieved in that violent land; 
Avhilst the knoAvledge that he lias individually been 
the means of re.scuing from a state of slaveiy bc- 
tAA^een tAventy and thirty of his OAvn countrymen, 
and other sulijects of his sovereign, Avho AvithiAut the 
magic influence of his name Avotild to this day haA^e 
been groaning beneath the yoke of Bornean boiul- 
age, must ever be to him a source of unbounded 
gratification. 

Tn confirmation of the knoAvledge of the change 
ill the state of affairs in this (juarter, I will ohs(‘rve, 
that not long before iMr. IJrooke left Sarawak, a 
large American ship Avas totally wrecked on some of 
the shoals off tlie South Xatiinas, and as this disaster 
occurred at the height of the violent monsoon, tlie 
floats immediately bore up for the llorneo coast, 
and, landing in safety, were provided by native 
boats, Avith Avhich they crossed over to Singapore. 

Another great benefit conferred on tlie commer- 
cial world by Mr. l>rook(j has been the smuicss of the 
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resolute ofForts wliicli he systematically carried on 
for the suppression of piracy. 1 have already re- 
marked, that no one can be surprised when he reads 
that pirates infest the Eastern Archipelago, for, 
scanty as our knowledge lias hitherto been of that 
region, still the early circumnavigators have fre- 
quently alluded to these rovers of the sea ; but when 
we are informed that Dyak fleets of two hundred 
vessels, manned with four or five thousand men, 
were frequently cruising off the province of Sara- 
wak, carr} ing desolation and dc'struction in every 
direction, and at the same time learnt that llliinun 
and Ihilanini fleets, even b(*tter organised, and 
equally great as to numbers, were also ravaging the 
shores of every peaceful tribe, and rendering the 
navigation of the seas so perilous, that no merchant 
vessel dare approach within the limit of their cruis- 
ing ground, we could scarcely credit this stiirtling 
announcement. Yet so it was ! From the many 
accounts of these pirate communities given by ^Ir. 
brookc in various parts of his journals, we are en- 
al)led to form an opinion of the magnitude of their 
undertakings, and the subsequent ojierations of her 
Majesty’s squadron against them have proved the 
correctness of Mr. llrooke’s judgment as to their 
intrepid (diameter and savage nature. Wherefore 
the rendering the north-west coast of liorneo a 
refuge for the shipwrecked of all nations, and the 
suppression of jiiracy in the eastern seas, arc 
^Ndiat 1 consider the most prominent of the benefits 
conferred on the civilised world by ]\Ir. llrookc. 

H ^1 


1847 - 



372 CAITAIN MUNDY’s journal. [Chap. XIFF. 

1847. opening of the vsvst coal fields, and the gi-adual 

development of a. ricli island, foi’ the mutual be- 
nefit of his own country, and of lloriico, together 
with his patient endeavours to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the aboriginal inhabitants, are Avell knoAvn 
to the Bi'itish public, Avho, since his return to his 
native land, have every where received him Avitli 
most marked distinction, and expressed their high 
admiration of his character. 

The fir.st to show him honour was her Majc'sty 
the queen, who invited him to Wiiidsor, and re- 
ceived him most graciously; and previously to liis 
departure Avas ])leased to hold a long coiiA'crsation 
Avith him on the subject of Borneo, and of his 
operations in that (piarter of the globe. 

Mr. Brooke aa’us frequently consulted by her j\la- 
jesty’s ministers relative to the great field about to 
open in those regions for British commerce, and the 
mercantile community throughout the kingdom 
sought informathm on this inq)ortant cpiestion. 

The hji’d mayor and aldermen of the metro- 
polis manifested their opinion of his labours by the 
presentation of the freedom of tin; city of Loudon 
in a gold-box, AA'hen one of the largest ass(“mblies 
cA'cr remembered at the (.uiildhall met to Avitness 
the ceremony. 

Several of the great companies of liondon in- 
vited him to their halls, and he Avas admitted 
as a member of the Hon. thddsmiths’ .and Fish- 
monger, s’ Companies. The University of Oxford 
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gave Mr. IJrookc a most flattering reception, and 
conferred upon him the disgrce of LL.l). 

Mr. Ifrooke had, moreover, tlie gratification of 
being received as a visitor during his stay in 1‘hig- 
land at tlie United Service Club, an honour con- 
ferred for the first time since tlie institution of 
that establishmcnit on any hhiglisli gentleman not 
liolding either naval or military rank ; but, serving 
so much as my friend had done ivith lioth the 
sei’viccs, subsequently to his being compelled to 
([uit the Indian army from the severity of his 
Avonnds received in the Ihirmese war, he felt tlie 
compliment paid to him by the members of the 
United Service Club as one the fuost agreeable 
to his feelings of any that had been bestoweil upon 
him. The example shown by the United Service 
Club was immediately followed by the Junior 
United Service, tlie N'avy and Army Club, the 
Athemeum, Travellers’, and other literary and sci- 
entific institutions. 

Finally, at the close of the montli of Xovem- 
ber a very numi'rous meeting Avas heldin the 
llanovcr-sijuai'c llooms on account of the llorneo 
idission, Avhich, under the direction of his (Jrace 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Lord Ui- 
shop of London, had been organised in the pre- 
ceding year, and, through the great exertions of 
the Earl of Ellesmere and the Lev. (Tiarles l>re- 
I'eton, as honorary secretary, Avith the assistance 
of the other members of the committee of manage- 
ment, had already rocoi\'cd such benefactions and 
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subscriptions as promised to provide an adequate 
fund forthe endowment of a mission-house and school 
in the province of Sarawak. Since iny return lo 
England, at the request of the committee, T hsul 
joined that body, and with Capt. Bethune, and tlie 
IFon. Capt. Keppel, attended its meetings, when avc 
found the reverend gentlemen, composing the ma- 
jority of the committee, most willing to receive tlu; 
opinions and suggesfions of those who had prac; 
tical knowledge of the country to which the mi- 
nisters of the Gospel were so shortly to yiroceed. 

The Lord Bishoj) of Winchester yu'esided over 
the above meeting, when many admirable speeches 
were delivered by his Lordshiy), by the Lord Bishoj) 
of Xorwieh, Sir llohert Jnglis, and other gentle- 
men present; and ^Ir. Brooke, having been called 
iqion to address the assembly, he in most impri's- 
sive and feeling language announced his deter- 
mination of giving the members of the mission 
(‘Very siqqiort in his power, and expresscxl a (‘on- 
tident belief that eventual success Avould attend 
their labours. The collection raised on this occa- 
sion Avais considerable, and it is to be hoped that 
mucli larger contributions will be afforded by the 
sympathizing British public, so as to enable the 
missionaries imumdiately to establish schools, and 
commence the work of educating the Malay and 
Dyak youth, preparatory t(4 the introduction of the 
Gospel in that benightc'd land. 

Similar meetings have also Ixam held at Bath, 



CIIAI*. XIIT.] CArAWLlTIIiS OF LABFAN. 

Exeter, and other provincial toAvns, in aid of this 
important mission. 

Tavo zealous ministers of the Church of England, 
]\Icssi*s. ]\El)ougal] and AVright, cmharked early this 
month, Avith their Avives and families, and are noAV 
on their voyage to llonieo. May God S])ecd their 
labour of love ! 


rOSTSClUPT. 


\)Y recent intelligence from the coast of llorneo, I 
learn that Kear-Admiral Inglefield, C. !>., Com- 
mander-in-Chief in India and Cluna, had A^isited 
the sidtan at llruiie, and found his highness, his 
ministers, and the pangerans, disposed and anxious 
to act up to the treaty made Avith Great Ih'itain. 

A\dth respect to the capabilities of Labuan, the 
rear-admiral states his belief that, Avhen the marshy 
grounds are cleared and drained, it Avill iK'Come a 
valuable settlement, as it possesses the advantages 
. of fine tim])er, a rich Aurgin soil, and good water. 

The steamers on the station Avere, at this time, 
supplied Avith coal from the seam at the north end 
of the island, upon AAdiich about :200 native Avork- 
nien AA^ere mnployed. I have satisiactory intelli* 
gence from Sarawak to the end ot December, at 
Avhich date preparations Avere already in progress 
for the erection of the native school house. 
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CONCLUDING CHAPTER. 

GEOT.OGY OF SARAWAK. 

l^IFKIClir.TIliS OF OliTAtNlNO IXFOR-UATION. SANTUIJONO MOCN- 

TAIN'. OOAST OKOr.O<JV. MIXKD MATKIMA LS. l.At!(;H 

nOUl.OEKS. KiNKOUS KOOKS. SOU.. VARIKTIFS OF I'ON- 

FOK.MATION. — I.T.M E.STONE FOU.M ATIOXS. ANTI.MOXY ORE. — 

IMMENSE NATUU.M. CAVES OF OI XOXO TAltOXO. CAVERN 

TEMIT.ES. THE FIRE MOUNTAIN. MINERAI, VEINS. 001,1) 

MINES AND JIETIIOI) OF AVORKJNO TIN AM) I.EAI). IRON 

MIXES. COAE FOR.MATIONS. ISITT'.MINOI S SHARE. Fl'I-O- 

KA-IXOAUAN. — COAL OF KI.VNOI, MOARRA, AND LARUAN. 

lIowEVEU easy it may appear to trace the geological 
structure of some countries, in Sarawak and indeed 
all other parts of Borneo with Avliich we are ac- 
quainted, the dlllieultics of a minute examination 
arc almost insurmouutable from the unusual density 
of the vegetation and the great depth of alluvial 
soil, covering nearly the Avhole face of the strati- 
fication of this almost unknown country. But by 
following, during a very laborioiis survey, the only 
path then open to examination, Ave have been able 
to lay doAvn as nearly as possible, on the accom- 
panying plan, the points of junction of the different 
stratifications from the coast at Santubong and 
Moratabas, and thence Ave jiroceed to notice the 
argillaceous slates of the interior, extending for a 
considerable distance castAvard into the Sadong 
country. (See Blau.) 
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At tlic base, and on the western side of the San- 
tubong peak, there are regular conforniable beds of 
hard sand-stone, conglomerates, and indurated shale, 
dipping N. W. at an angle of about 18°. The 
strike of these beds runs in a direct line towards 
the peak, whicli is an abrupt elevation of 2712 feet 
above the level of the sea. 'I'liese beds a])pear to 
be confor)nal)le for about a mile nortJiward, as far 
as the neck of land, which stretches out towai'ds the 
sea. Then the whole formation northward as far 
as Tanjang Sepang is much disturbed and coJi- 
torted. and intersected by faults, which run in an 
east and west direction. Some of these faidts 
throw up the lower beds of soft sand-steme and con- 
glomerate, as are seen on the south side, which 
would otherwise have been concealed below the 
bed of the sea at this point. All along the east 
coast this neck of land I'rom Sepang towards the 
mouth of the Ihintal river, we find the stratification 
to correspond with that on the Avest side, until 
Avithiu about a mile and three (piarters from the 
entrance of the river, where Ave meet Avith a sili- 
cious deposit on the south ot Santubong. 

Tlie Gingang group is about a mile and three 
(luarters south of the Santubong peak, the formation 
of Avhich is likcAvise A'ery much disturbed and 
throAvn into a confused heap ot numerous boulders. 
At the south siilc of the bay the loAver beds dip 
nearly perpendicularly, inclining toAvards the north- 
east. 'fhey .are traversed by thin plates of red 
silica, Avhich is much harder than the general mass. 
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"J'hese plates bear cviflciico of the dej^josit havin 
been bent by strong pressure endwise, wliile in 
soft state. Tlie annexed ligurcj, drawn from a 
])loek on the spot, displays the lines of contortions 
of tliese beds. 



Altliough there is such an al)undant mixture of 
tliese rocks in llie vicinity of Ibintal Ihiy, still the 
only coast section to l)e obtained of them is at (Jin- 
gang. At the north-east end of this group of liills 
there is a line fr(‘sli water stream, and on trax'ing 
it to its source, we had to climb perpendicular ])rc- 
cipices of silicious rock, over wliicli the water falls 
in beautiful cascades, seven in nuin])or : on either 
side of the valley tlu‘re are no regular lines of stra- 
tification trac(‘able. At the veiy top of tlie highest 
range we find large rounded boulders, measuring 
from twenty to forty cubic yards, and having tlu' 
appearance of being much water worn. Imme- 
diately at the back of the highest hill, the str(‘am 
branches olf into many little rivulets which are fed 
from the various springs of the liigher ground. 

A little to the south, Avlierc the stream empties 
itself into the Santvdjong river, large boulders of 
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rc(J granite are found lying on ihc silicious forma- 
tion, but in no other part of this vicinity ; or in- 
deed in the territory, do we find any trace of granite 
of any description, and the presence of these 
erratic blocks, associated as they are Avitli the sili- 
cious deposit, leads to the supposition that an in- 
trusion of granite exists in the bed of the river 
between Santubong and Gingang. ( )n the opposite 
side of the river there is no trace of similar rock, 
neither is there any on Monkey island, situated about 
three quarters of a mile west of the Avatcrfall river. 
This little island is one heap of large boulders of 
conglomerate and sandstone, such as is found lying 
in regular beds, on the east side of the peak. 

The igneous rocks lying at the back of the sili- 
ceous deposit are again found about ten miles north 
cast of Telok-Laki and Tanjong Po, where good 
coast sections are obtained. On continuing our 
course along the coast towards the i\ioratribas river, 
we likeAvise find good sections of the felspathic rocks, 
Avhich run for about six miles into the interior. 
The lands to the east lie flat, and being covered 
Avith a gi’cat thickness of alluAual soil, renders it 
difficult to trace the extent of these formations in 
that direction. On the Avest of the Mungu Snari 
hills, and on the banks of the Serail and Tabu 
Ha’ci’s Ave find the felspathic rock beginning to be 
decomposed, and on ])rocceding further south it is 
met Avith in a state of fine Avhite porcelain clay. 

At Sungi Seol and castAA^ard as far as bintang 
and at the mouth of the Guilder riA cr, it is largely 
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intermixed with small white qmirtzose pcbbl(‘s. 
At the angle of the river at Tanah-puti, about two 
miles and a half east of Sarawak, the same clay is 
seen ; but the pebbles exist only on the surface, 
which is covered witli a bed of fine Avhite gravel of 
about two feet tliick. Near Mungu IJiam, on tlie 
liiam river, and at the angle of the long reach of 
the (iuop river, the same description of white clay 
is again found, (covered Avitli a wliite detrital nnitter 
as at Taiiah-puti. Here there is some difficulty in 
determining tlie junction of tlie sand-stone form- 
ation Avith that of the felspathic clay. At Ihitii 
Kawa and Si Tapok, the sand-stone deposit is 
found tliroAvn up in a confused mass as far as the 
base of the Singhi mountain, and east of Mungu 
Makal. On the banks of the Tarusangong river the 
whole contoui* of the country is flat, Avith scarcely 
any trace of this formation visible : nevertheless, 
Avhere it is seen in the low, flat districts it generally 
lies conformable, except near the junction on the 
])orphyritic rocks. These latter are first met Avith 
on the SaraAVfik river, at Ledah-tanah, at the point 
where the rivers Siniawan and SaraAvak meet, and 
about half a mile south of the junction of the Quop 
river, hive miles east of l.edaJi-taiiah, Ave find these 
rocks running AvestAvard from Mungu Panchur and 
(Junong-Scunyet, extending to Sai’ainbo, Mui'ong, 
and Ihiat mountains. The Avhole mass at these 
places is of a greenish colour, and appears an 
earthy com[)ound of felspar and small crystals of 
quai’tz; it is niuch disturbed and intermingled 
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witli boulders of felspatliic rock, teriniuatiny’ amidst 
limestone formation on the soutli ; whilst on the 
northern side it is overlapped by the light-red 
sand-stone of the Singhi and Si-Tapuk mountains. 

South of Sarambo the limestone formation joins 
that of th(^ porphyry ; but as we proceed eastward 
along the line of junction of the limestone and por- 
phyritic systems, and about a mile and a (juarter 
froui tlie Sarawak river, wo find an intrusion of 
igneous rocks very largc^ly traversed by r|uartzoso 
veins, in some parts luucli resembling net-work, 
but in others they run more regularly. The green, 
igneous substance which separates these quartzosc 
threads has an irony api)earancc after a consi- 
derable exposure to the atmosphere, as if they had 
been sul)jected to a certain degree of* heat; audit 
will be seen, on referring to the map, that the 
area occupied by this substance is very consi- 
derable, extending into the Sadong mountain, and 
thence skirting the limestone formation through 
the Nanbi valley, and passing the Jinan village in 
a direct line to the Siadong river, and then in an 
easterly direction to ]\lalikin. An igneous form- 
ation of a similar character is also found at a small 
island about seven miles and a half west of Saii- 
tubong peak, called J^ittle Satang. The difference 
between the rocks at Quop and Little Satang is, 
that at tlie latter place they are not so largely tra- 
versed with (piartzose veins ; but they partake 
more of an amagdoloid character. 

On the south side of tlic Nanbi valley tlie lime- 
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stone forniatioii rises abruptly against that of tlie 
igneous rocks of tlie Siclong range. On the north, 
tlie wliole surface of this narrow valley is covered 
with iron-stone, much rcKsembling scoria, and pos- 
sessing a ])owcrful polarity. Tlie same descrip- 
tion of iron-stone is found in great quantities at 
flaang, situatcnl soutli of the KSai*anibo mountains, 
imbedded in the alluvial soil. In the same locality 
are likewise found immense boulders of felspar, tra- 
versed by pipes or needles of antimony ore, lying 
near the junction of the porpliyry and limestone 
foi’iuations. The former, as well as the igneous 
rocks, from their fractured and disturbed condition, 
appear to liave burst with sudden violence through 
the beds of sandstone and limestone with which 
they are now associated. 

Following the course of the rivers southward, we 
iind a continuation of the limestone formation for 
about ten miles. On the right side oi‘ tJie Staat 
river is the Cunong Staat mountain, and on the 
left that of Gunong Tabong. They rise almost 
j)erpeiidicularly from the base to the summit, and 
arc comj)OS(id of Jimcstone. At Gunong Tabong 
we discovered tlie existence of some immense caves, 
and the cdTect on entering them was most remark- 
able from theii* extraordinary dimensions and the 
magnificent app(‘arance of tlie stalactites forming, 
as it Avere, pillars for tlie su[)po]*t of tlie roof, 
indeed giving the beholder the idea of a most 
exquisite Avork of art. We could not learn to Avhat 
purpose these caA^es had been appropriated ; but 
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the)'^ appear to have served for habitation or temples, 
and they are still frequented by the natives ; yet 
the only means of access is by climbing over im- 
mense blocks of stone, by the aid of the branches 
of the trees Avhich grow here in great luxuriance. 
The stains of oil visible on the stalactites, which 
appear to have been used for pedestals for lamps 
to burn on, lead to the conclusion that these caverns 
may have been used for liabitation or places of 
worship, most ])robably tlie latter. Tlieir sides ai-cs 
smooth, bearing every appearance of being water- 
worn ; and there arc likewise smaller chambers 
within. 

This mountain is as unstratified as that of Sa- 
rambo, being, as wo have already observed, of limc;- 
stone. Its dimensions arc not great, but it I’ises 
to the height of about 2.50 feet. 

Caviirns of still greater magnitude exist in Gu- 
nong Mungu Xanbi, one of the mountains on tlie 
south side of tlie Nanbi valley ; ami it is said that 
they have been explored by the Dyaks for a con- 
siderable distance under the mountain : large sta- 
lactites are visible from the mouth, like those in 
Tabong, and the beautiful appearance of the per- 
spective is very striking. At Jaang the limestone 
carves round to the southward with the igneous 
rocks lying close against it. 

About live miles N. W. of the Sidean range is 
found an unusual mass of fossil remains and bi- 
valved shells, bones of large size, as well as a va- 
riety of vegetable impressions. Tiic same descrip- 
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tion of [)Gtrifactioiis arc likewise met with at 
Penkallan Batii on the banks of tlic Sampok river, 
one of tlie tributaries of the Samarahan. 

Tracin^^ the limestone from the Nanbi valley 
over a very mountainous district as far as Sanipro, 
we find the range to continue from the Avx\st of 
Sainpro mountain, north and south. Half way be- 
tween this point and Biiso there is a mountani 
known by the natives for generations past as the 
(lUnojig Api, or the lire mountain ; and it is sup- 
posed, as its name would indicate, to have been an 
active volcano. The scoriolaccous matter found 
throughout the district would warrant this con- 
clusion, and accounts for the app(‘ai'ance of iron 
and other ores on the exterior. 

As the whole of the geological character of the 
district in (piestion is very much contorted, it be- 
comes diflicult to determine the exact dip, and 
consecpiently much ol)SCurity prevails from Tan- 
jong Sipangon the coast, to KSennah southward into 
the interior. 

The mineral veins ali’cady discovered in the ter- 
ritory of Sarawak are tew, but those known are of 
the most valualde descrijtion. The existence of 
gold is manifest, from the circumstance of its being 
found in great quantities mixed with the soil, and 
detrital matter which is brought down into the 
valleys by the mountain streams after heavy rain. 

Immediately in the vicinity of Bow and Buso, at 
a ])lacc called Jaang, at the back of Sararnbo, the 
Chinese and Malays form pits of about ten yards 
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square, where the soil is liquefied to such a degree, 
that, by keeping a current constantly running into 
the pond, the substance becomes so thin, that the 
metal necessarily falls to the bottom. The upper 
surface of this liquid mass is allowed to drain off, 
when the heavier precipitation is hand-washed, by 
which means gold-dust is obtained in large quan- 
tities. When the torrents have sufficiently sub- 
sided, after heavy rains, the natives abandon the 
localities in which they usually wiash the alluvial 
soil for the beds of the rivers above the influence 
of the tide, for the purpose of washing the detritus 
which is brought down from the high ground of 
the interior. The spot selected for this operation 
is invariably above a paddock or shoal, where the 
stream has met with some obstruction, so that 
the metallic substance, which has been held in 
suspension by the velocity of the current, has time 
to precipitate itself. In such situations, it is 
known that a man may obtain about a quarter of 
an ounce of gold in the course of two hours. 

The land north of (^uop, Sidean, Scunyet, Sa- 
rambo, and Buso, as tar as the sea, skirting the 
base of the Singhi and Matang Mountains, on the 
west side, is an immense plain, covered Avith an 
unusual thickness of alluvial soil; Avhilst to the 
south the Avhole contour of the country becomes 
mountainous, very contorted, and uneven. Stand- 
ing on Kaat Mountain, the sea is visible at Santu- 
bong and Moratabas, a distance of about seventeen 
miles ; and the Dutch territory of Sambas, to the 
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southward, is seen about twenty miles distant. The 
whole of this immense district contains, more or 
less, gold-dust, and is very little above the level of 
the sea. The most productive workings, at the 
present time, are at the base of Buso, on the north 
side and in the valley between the limestone and 
porphyry at Jaang to the south of Sarambo, as 
already observed. Gold-dust is likewise abundantly 
obtained in the Sarawak river, near Sennah, lying 
several miles t# the southward of Sampro ; but, 
after leaving the limestone formation, very little is 
found. Much obscurity, however, prevails as to 
its origin ; the probability is, that the limestone is 
traversed and intersected by mineral faults, which 
arc much exposed to the influence of abrasion from 
mountain torrents, and lienee its presence in this 
locality may be accounted for. 

At the base of Gunong-japang-batu, and in the 
bed of a small rivulet, which empties itself into the 
Rundap river, are found stream tin, and lead, with 
some grains of gold ; the fonner predominating. 
Following the same direction eastward, into the 
Sadong river, we find gold and diamonds. In the 
territory of Sarawak, the latter are principally and 
most abundantly obtained at Santa, near the Sidean 
Hills. (See map). The stratum in which they are 
found is a bed of black gravel, from twenty to 
twenty-six inches in thickness, covered with about 
ten feet of yellow, and nine feet of white felspathic 
clay, largely intermixed with quartzosc pebbles. 
From the beds where the diamonds are found, the 
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natives collect pebbles, with wbicb, -when reduced 
to a fine powder, they polish these and other pre- 
cious stones. The pebbles selected for this purpose 
are of a dark brown colour, and when broken have 
a saccharine texture. 

Again, referring to Jaang, Buso, and Bow, Avhere 
gold-dust is collected from the soil, we may ob- 
serve, that antimony ore is to be added to the list 
of metallic productions of these districts. From 
Bow to Buso, the vein lies nearly horizontal, in the 
limestone formation, and is easily traced, skirting 
the rocky cliff, some miles eastward of the latter 
])lacc ; where it appears to be very much dislocated 
and broken, until it finally enters the Jaang valley. 
Here it is entirely lost sight of as a lode, but it is 
found in large boulders of limestone and felspathic 
rock. For a considerable number of years, and 
during the governorship of rajah Muda Ilassim, the 
Malays obtained their antimony from Jaang only ; 
but when it was discovered, in a solid seam, at 
Buso and Bow, they abandoned the mines at Jaang, 
the ore being considered superior, although, that of 
Jaang surpasses, in quality, any of our continental 
home produce. * 

Intermixed with the soil and boulders of an- 
timony are lumps of iron ore of the scoriolacc- 
ous character already described. The aborigines 
(Dyaks) manufacture their best parangs, or swords, 
from this description of ore, by the following pri- 
mitive, but simple process. A small clay pit is 
dug, twelve inches decf), three inches square at tlie 
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bottom, and increasing to about nine inches at the 
top, this serves for the snelting furnace: then, with 
two large bambo canes, about three feet long, and 
three to four inches in diameter, for cylinders, — a 
smaller cane inserted at the bottom, to act as the 
tweer, and a bundle of feathers as a piston, — the 
appai'atus is completed. The tweers are so placed 
as to admit the jet of blast, about two and a half 
inches above the bottom of the pit, — the pistons 
arc set in motion by the hand, and, when all is 
prepared, the pit is about half filled with wood 
charcoal, on which is placed a certain quantity of 
iron ore ; and in about the space of an hour and a 
half, the whole is fused. I'he slag is then allowed 
to run off, and the metal being partially cooled, it is 
taken out and placed in another similarly con- 
structed furnace, where the process of heating is 
repeated, for the ])urpose of refining it. Whilst 
in a liquified state, the metal is puddled, and then 
forged on a large stone, (an iron anvil is preferred, 
if available). By this process, from two to three 
pounds of iron is made, sufficient for the manufac- 
ture of one parang, and when finished, the fibre is 
found to be fine and closely arranged ; and the 
steel thus produced is equal to any made in Europe. 

The state in which the iron ore is found bears 
strong evidence, of its having been, at some period, 
subject to the action of fire, and afterwards to the 
influence of moving water. This inference is drawn 
from tJie scoriolaceous appearance of the mineral, 
from its rounded and abraded form, and from 



LKAD AND TIN. 


389 


the locality and detached manner in which it is 
discovered imbedded in the alluvial soil. The 
same description of metallic ore is met with, in 
like manner, over a very considerable area of the 
country; extending from Ibiat mountain, Avest- 
ward, to Sadong, a distance of about forty miles, 
and from Sarawak, southward, to Sennah. It is 
observed, also, to be more abundant in the vicinity 
of the porphyry and igneous formations than in 
any other locality. The Nanbi valley, as far as 
Jaang, and thence e.'istward, to Malikin, about six 
miles from Sadong, is most prolific in this ore, and 
its quality is, in every respect, far superior to that 
obtained at Boav, Buso, or Jaang ; but some, which 
is found near the siliceous formation at Gingang, 
appears to be very superior, even to this; its 
positive and negative polarity being mucb more 
powerful than any other. 

The discovery of lead and tin in the territory of 
Sarawak being but recent, does not admit of much 
being said on the subject of these metals. The 
sti’eam specimens of the former description of ore, 
Avhich Avere obtained from the bed of a small rivulet 
running at the base of Gunotig-japang-Batu arc, of 
Avhat is denominated native lead — almost pure, and 
is found in the igneous district. Stream tin is knoAvn 
to exist in large quantities east of SaraAvak, in the 
Sarebas and Sadong territoi'ies. These minerals 
Avhen fairly developed, there is every reason to 
infer, Avill prove of gi'eat importance as an article 
of commerce for tlie China market. 
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To the south of Scnnah where the limestone de- 
posit is overlapped by the sandstone and clay shale 
formations, there is strong evidence of the existence 
of coal between that place and the Sambas boundary. 
The shales Avhich are seen at Sennah closely re- 
semble those of the coal formations of England and 
VV^ales. At Sungan, a Dyak village, about mid-way 
between Timah and Scnnah, the same description of 
shale is observed, dipping south at an angle of 
about 30° ; but here the shales are very much dis- 
located, and large boulders arc observed inter- 
mixed with those of sand-stone. The abraded and 
fluted appearance of these rocks, although now far 
removed from the influence of tidal action, lead to 
the inference that the sea formerly washed their 
base. From the presence of clay formations in 
these localities, it is but reasonable to anticipate 
that a vciy favourable result Avill follow a diligent 
search to the southward. 

From the territory of Sarawak we now proceed 
to the coal formations on the Brune river, Avhich 
runs from Pulo-Chcrimon, at its mouth, to the city 
of Brune, a distance of about nine miles, between a 
ridge of hills ranging from 300 to 400 feet in 
height, which are covered with long grass, jungle, 
and forest trees. At the back of these hills lies the 
Kiangi valley, drained by a small stream of the 
same name, which empties itself into the Brune, 
near the city. Following the windings of this little 
river for about three miles from the town, layers of 
shale and sand-stonc, with small particles of lignite 
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are met with ; and further . east from the city, and 
about a third of a mile from the banks of the river, 
we find a seam of coal crossing its course nearly at 
a right angle. On clearing the banks on both 
sides of the river the thickness of the seam was 
most satisfactorily ascertained to be eleven feet, 
inclining N. W., at an angle of dip 80°. On either 
side of the seam are six inch thick layers of soft 
blue shale, containing foliated plates of coal ; then 
a soft sand-stone. 

About 220 yards to the south-west, and in the 
direction of the strike of the seam of coal, a dyke 
or fault exists, composed of inflammable rock, 
fonning a perpendicular cliff of about 250 feet in 
height. This fault crosses the strike of the coal, 
and in all probability disarranges its course in that 
direction. 

Following the channel of the river for about 
1 20 yards S. E. through soft sand-stone, we tind a 
non-bituminous scam of coal three feet four inches 
iti thickness ; then a seam of yellow clay two feet 
ihick, lying upon two feet of clay shale, containing 
very thin foliated plates or layers of coal. About 
eighty yards further up the stream we come iipon 
a vein seven inches thick of bituminous shale, lying 
on, and covered with light sand-stone. 

At Buwong-Manis, which is about a quarter of a 
mile from the southern bank of the river, and about 
three miles from Brun6, there are beds of bitu- 
minous shale, precisely similar in character to those 
already described in the Kiangi valley, largely 
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intermixed with light soft sandstoiie. The strati- 
fication is in a very disturbed and dislocated con- 
dition, and the same observation applies to the 
whole district westward as far as flunong Si, and 
northward of that point as far as the city. West 
of Buwong-tuyuruk, on the north side of the river, 
the red mineral water is seen in the flat, marshy 
lands. Some small thin beds of shale and iron- 
stone are likewise found in the saine vicinity. On 
the south side of the river and nearly at the south- 
western end of the city, indurated clay and bitu- 
minoiis shales are traced lying on a soft, red sand- 
stone, similar to that found at Buwong-tuyuruk, 
but very diflerent to what is seen at Kiangi and 
Buwong-Mani.s. 

Following the river seaward, there are no indi- 
cations of coal formations to be found until we 
come to Bulo-Cherimon, a small island at its mouth. 
Here a seam of coal exists ten inches thick, resting 
on a bed of bituminous shale, four feet in thickness, 
Avhich is easily separated into thin plates. The 
faces of these plates bear impressions of plants im 
perfectly marked. The coal is hard and bright, 
and of a non- bituminous qu.ality; it dips north-east 
nearly perpendicularly ; within about thirty yards 
from the place this seam of coal shows itself, thei’c 
are large boulders of soft .sandstone containing 
pebbles of coal. About three quarters of a mile 
north of Fulo-Cherimon is a small island, Pulo-ka- 
Ingaran, so called, from the quantity of coral found 
on its ea.st(;rn shore. ( )n tlie western side a small 



COAL. 


393 


seam of coal has been discovered ten inches thick, 
dipping at the angle of 80° eastward, and lying 
between two beds of bituminous shale ; which bears 
a very strong resemblance to that at Buwong 
Manis. The associating rocks arc a light soft sand- 
stone, indeed the whole of this island is of the same 
formation, and very much contorted ; it does not 
lie more than fifty feet above the level of the sea. 
Some miles to the north-west is situated Pulo-Mo- 
arra, where traces likewise of coal have been dis- 
covered, and when time shall have developed these 
districts, the scams of Moarra will doubtless be 
found to be a continuation of those at Kiangi. 

On viewing the position of the coal from Kiangi to 
Moarra, and its connection with the Prune river, 
there can be but little doubt that a large coal field 
exists, and that upon further research it will prove 
far more extensive than is at present known. And 
should it appear that the coal at Moarra is the same 
as that at Kiangi, large and profitable works may 
be established on the island or on the mainland 
contiguous to it. 

Near the northern end of the island of Labuan 
Avc again find coal, at high tide level, at the base 
of the cliff; the thickness of the scam was as- 
certained to be only twenty inches, dipping at an 
angle of about 18°. Subsequent search being 
made through the jungle to the westward, the 
seam has been discovered to crop out to the surface 
ten feet in thickness ; instances of veins at the 
crop being considerably thicker than at a deeper 
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level are not infrequent. About 200 yards south 
of the coal there exists a bed of sandstone, inter- 
mixed with pebbles of coal in every respect similar 
to that found at Pulo-Cherimon ; and south of this 
point the whole is found to be composed of a sand- 
stone formation, containing likewise particles of 
coal. It should be observed that these beds are at 
least a hundred fathoms below the coal ; it may 
therefore be inferred, that, at the period when they 
were deposited, the coal in the vicinity must have 
been subject to abrasion from tidal action. But as 
coal beds do not appear on the island of liabuan 
below that already discovered, it may be inferred 
that these pebbles of coal, which arc found in the 
bed of sandstone, have been extracted from a scam 
or scams on the mainland. The presence of coal in 
the Brune river, and at Pulo-Moarra warrants the 
supposition that this abraded matter may have been 
transported by tidal action from these points, and 
deposited in the bed of the sea where the island of 
Labuan is now found. 

On the beach about half a mile north of the har- 
bour we may observe new matter almost in the 
course of formation, by the amalgamation of its 
various materials, such as sand, shells, and pebbles ; 
with a spring of water, holding a very considerable 
quantity of calcareous matter in suspension. Du- 
ring the fine weather, the intense heat of the sun 
causes the water of this spring to evaporate ra- 
pidly, and the lime whicli is necessarily deposited, 
fills the interior of the shells, and cements the 
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whole together. The violence of the waves, how- 
ever, during the wet monsoon, throws it all into 
a state of confusion, which on the return of fine 
weather, reforms itself into more detached masses, 
and on a lengthened exposure to the heated atmo- 
sphere, becomes as hard and solid as limestone. It 
is singular, however, that the action of calcareous 
springs is not observed elsewhere to be so rapid 
and powerful. 
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the Occupation of Labuan, and of aVisit to the Celebes; 
together with a Narrative of the Expedition of H.M.S. Iris. 
Ry Capt. Rodney Mundy, R.N. Portrait of Mr. Brooke. 
Plates and Maps. 2 vols. Hvo. 

JAPAN AND THe’jaPANESE. Described 
from the Accounts of Recent Dutch Travellers. Post 8vo, 
y#. (Jrf. 

“Containing all the information about Japan which has 
been obtained > well arranged and well put together.” — 
Literary Gazette. 

Africa. 

xviir. 

JOURNAL of a RESIDENCE at the CAPE 

of GOOD HOPE ; with Notes on the Natural History anti 
Native Tribes. By C. J. K. Bunrury, F.L.S. Woodcuts. 
I’ost Hvo., ft.r. 

XIX. 

WESTERN BARI3ARY, WITH ADVEN- 
TURES IN MOROC CO AND AMONG THE IROORS. 
By’ D rcmaiovd Hay. Po.st Hvo, 2.v. (W. 

•‘A new and highly interesting work.”- 
Advertiser. 

Medlterraoean, and Asia Minor. 

XX. 

SHORES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 

By KRANt IS Schroedkh. Plates. 2 vols. 8vo, 16#. 

CLASSICAL TOUR IN ATHENS AND 

A'l'TlCA. By Rev. C. Wobdsw’orth, D.D. Second Edition. 
Plates. Hvo, 12#.; also, FAC SIMILES OF ANCIENT 
'WRITINGS on the AVali.s of Pompkii. Second Edition, 
Hvo, 2s. fief. 

xxri. 

A VISIT TO THE IONIAN ISLANDS, 

ATHENS, AND THE JIOREA. lly Edward Giffabd. 
Plates. Post Hvo, 12j. 

” Mr. Giffard’s work is very creditable to its author.*’ — 
Quarterly Review. 

xxiir. 

TRAVELS IN CRETE. 

By Roukrt rASHLF.v, A.M. Plates. 2 vols. 8v0, 2f. 2#. 



Mk. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS. — ^Voyages and TravelSi 


AN EXCURSION IN ASIA MINOR. 

Including a Visit to several unknown and undcscribed 
Cities. Second JUdition. Plates. Impl. Ovo, 28*. Also, 
DISCO V ERIES made during a Skcono Exi ubston. Plates. 
Impl. 8vo, 2/. 2#. Also, an ACCOUNT OP THE XAN- 
THIAN MAJIIILES in the British Museum. By Sir 
Charlrs Fjjllow'.s. Plates. 8vo, .'>*. 

“ Our author has discovered eleven ancient Lycian cities, 
and has allowed the learned world to perceive that Lycia 
has a mine of antiquarian treasures, of which he has only 
scraped the surface.”. — Athenaium. 

XXV. 

RESEARCHES in ASIA MINOR, PONTUS, 

AND ARMENIA ; with some Account of the Antiquities 
and CJeology of those Countries. By W. I. Hamilton. 
Piates. 2 vols. 8vo, 88*. 

“ Mr. Hamilton’s archreological researches, and his nar- 
rative in general, have our wannest coinniendations." — 
Atheneeum, 

XXV r. 

DALMATIA AND MONTENEGRO; wmi 

A .ToURNRV TO MoSTAR in IlKRTZKGOVrNA, ANO BkMAKKS 
ON THB Slavonic Nations. By Sir Gabonkr Wilkinson. 
J’latcs and Woodcuts. 2 vols. 8vo. Nearly Ready. 

Egypt and Syria. 

XXVIT. 

EASTERN LIFE, PRESENT AND PAST, 

ON THB Nilk, in the Desert, and on the Holy Hills. 
By Harriet Martineau. 8 vols. post 8vo. 

xxvrit. 

TRAVELS IN EGYPT, NUBIA, SYRIA, 

AN’ I) THE HOLY LAND. By Captains Irby and 
Mangles. Post 8vo, 2*. Gd. 

“ Oo,e of the most interesting and popular works of the 
present century."— Aberdeen Journal. 

XXIX. 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE 

ANCIENT EGYPTIANS. By Sir Gardner Wilkinson, 
Third Edition, With fiOU Tllustrutions. 5 vols. 8vo, 41. 4*. 

"Sir Gardner Wilkinson lias done more to make the 
people of tlie Pharaohs known to us moderns than any 
contemporary writer."— A 

XXX. 

CAIRO, PETRA, AND DAMASCUS; 

from Notes made during a Tour in those Countries. By 
John G. Kinnkah. Post 8vo, 9*. Gd. 

" Mr. Kinnear writes extremely well, and his descrip- 
tions proclaim him a good observer.” — Examiner. 

XXXT. 

ARABIA PETR^A, MOUNT SINAI, and 

the Excavated City of Petra,— the Edom of the Pro- 
phecies. By M. Leon de Laborob, Second Edition. 
With 05 Plates. 8vo, 18*. 

" A publication of extieme value and interest.’’— BritisA 
Critic. 

" All ministers and students should possess this vo. 
lume." — Evangelical Magazine. 

Polynasia and the South Seas. 

xxxrr. 


XXXIIT. 

TYPEE AND OMOO ; or, the SOUTH SE.A 
ISLANDERS ; a True Narrative of Beal Events. Bj 
Herman Melville. 2 vols., post Bvo, 12*. 

‘‘The book is excellent, quite first-rate." — Blackwood, 
‘‘Since the joyous moment when we first rend Robinami 
Crusoe, and believed it all, and wonrieri d all the more 
because we believed, wc have not mot with so bewitchinf; 
a work as this narrative of Herman Melville’s."— Jo/if( 
Bull. 

XXXIV. 

LIFE IN THE BUSH ; or, A Re-sidence in 

New South Walks. By Mrs. Merkdith. Post Bwi. 
2*. (i<f. 

"Mrs. Meredith is a pleasant unaffected writer; and 
the book derives interest from being a lady’s view of Ncw| 
South Wales.” - Spectator. 

XXXV. 

NEW ZEALAND. With some Account 

the Beginning of the British Colonization of the Island, | 
By E. J. Wakkkikld. AVith Map. 2 vols, 8yo, 28*. 

"The most complete and conlimious history ol^ 
British Colonization in NewZcaland which has appearctl, ’ 
— Spectator. 

TRAVELS IN*NEW ZEALAND, 

By Routes through the Interior, with the Natmal I 
tory of the Islniuls. By E. DiisKKKNiSArn, M.l). Platos, 

2 vols. 8vo, 24.f. 

Central and Soutli America. 

XXVVII. 

INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL IN CENTRAL 

AMERICA. /8 Engraving.s. 2 vols. Bvo, .'12*. Also, a 
.SECOND VISIT TO YUCATAN. By John L. Stki-hk.v 
120 Engravings. 2 vols. Ovo, 42*. 

"These delightful volumes! It is giievous to quit a 
store so hrimfnl to overllowing of what we like best."— 
Alhenwum, i 

XXX vm. ' 

TRAVELS IN MEXICO : with Ai.ve.ntires 

AMO.NG THE Wild Tribes and Animals of the I’rairds 
AND Roiky Mountains. By O. P. Buxton. Post Ovo,(i*. 

XXXIX. 

JOURNEYS ACROSS THE PAMPAS. By 

Sir Francis IfKAi). Post Bvo, 2*. Gd. 

"This book lias all the interest of a novel."— Eriri/iV 
Review. 

JOURNAL OF A PASSAGE FROM THE 

PACIFIC TO THE ATLANTIC^, crossing tho Andes in 
tJie Northern Provinces of Peru, and descending thegreaW 
River Miiranon. By Henry Lister Maw, R.N. Bvo, 12*. 

VOYAGE OF A NATURALIST ROUND 

THE WORI.I), By Charles Darwin. Post 8vo, 8*. Bd. 

"The author is a first-raie landscape painter, and the 
dreariest solitudes are made to teem with interest.”— 
Quarterly Review. 

XLir. 

A VOYAGE UP THE RIVER AMAZON, 

AND A VISIT TO PARA. By William IT. Edwai is. 
Post Bvo, 2*. 6d. 

*‘ Full of novelty; we can hardly open a page which ha*! 
, not its picture for the general observer, and its product^ 
i for those who, like Sir Joseph Bunks, look on the earth 
i as one vast mmevivaJ'—Athenmtm. 

XTortli America. 


VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY TO THE; ARCTIC VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY. 
SOUTH POLE ; 1839-4.1. By Capt. Sm Jambs Clark j yrom 1818 to the present time. By Sir John Baruov 
Ro 88,R.N. Plates and Maps. 2 vols. Bvo, 30*. Portrait and Maps. Hvo,1.5*. 

"The extracts we have given will speak better than we "A book to make one proud of the name of F/ngllshman. 
could for the plain, modest, and manly taste of the author j It is a record of enterprise and cndnrnnce, of resolute 
—which seems entirely worthy of his high professional perseverance, and of moral and physical courage, which 
character and signal services. Beview. we take to be peculiar to ICnglish Bcamca.”'-E.ramtner. 



Mr. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS. — Voyftggji Travels. 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, with 

Geological Observations on the United States, Canada, 
and Nova Scotia, lly Ciiarlks Lybli., F.G.S. Plates. 
2 vols. post 8vo, 2\$. 

**Mr. L.yell visited America not merely as a man of 
science or a philosopher, but as a man of sense and ot 
the world, eminently imbued with qua lidcal inns to con- 
stitute him an astute observer.*’ — Literary Gazette. 

X£.V. 

FOREST SCENES AND INCIDENTS IN 

CANADA. By Sfii Gkorok IIkad. /Second jKdition. 
Post 8 VO, lOs. 

XLv;. 

LETTERS FROM CANADA AND THE 

UNITED STATES. By J.R. Goolky. 2 vols. postSvo, KJj. 

“Here is at least one English book of which the 
Americans cannot i-easonably eoiii])lain.” — Athena-um. 

XIVII. 

MEMOIRS OF A CHURCH MISSIONARY 

IN CANADA. By Bev. J. Ahuott. Post Jlvo, 2s.Vul. 

“ The little work before us is a genuine account of what 
a missionary’s life is now in Canada. Under an invented 
name, it is the story of the writer’s own expenetu-e. told 
in .a straightforward and unaffected manner, with consider 
able power of desciiptiori.’’ — Guardiau. 

XT.VIII. 

TOUR THROUGH THE SLAVE STATES, 
from the River Potomac, to Texas and the Frontiers of 
Mexico. By G. W. FKATHKiisTONiiArGii. i'iatc.s. 2 vols. 
«vo, 2(tS. 

“The notices of the natural history, and (he mines, 
are novel and interesting j and his pictures of the heroes o.‘ 
the bowie knife are remarkably characteristic and enter- 
taining ,” — New Monthly Ma^azhic. 

xnrx. 

EXCURSIONS IN NEWFOUNDLAND. 

The Cod Fishery — Fog Banks— Sealing Expedition, Ac. 
By J. B. .lUKKs. Map. 2 vols. post JUm, 21.v. 

VOYAGE TO TEXAS^'aND THE GULF OF 

MEXICO. By Mrs. IIorsTon.v. 2 vols. post Hvo, 21.f. 

“ The information contained in this admirable work 
will be very Important to those who have an idea of settling ■ 
abroad.” — Tiuien, 

THE JOURNAL OF A WEST INDIAN 

PROPRIETOR, with an Account of Negro Life and 
Manners. By M. G. Lkw’is. I’ost (Ivo. ‘2s. Vul. 

“Tliese amusing stories of actual Jamaica life,” — 
Quarterly Review, 

Europe. 

i.ir. 

DATES AND DISTANCES; 

Showing wh.at may be done in a Tour of Sixteen Months 
upon the Continent of Europe. Post 8vo, Ify.Od. 

i/iir. 

RUSSIA AND THE URAL MOUNTAINS ; 

Geologically Illustrated. By Sir R. Murchison, G.C.S. 
Coloured Maps. Plates, &c. 2 vols. royal 4to. 

“ Many admirable memoirs have resulted from these 
excursions ; but the crowning triumph is the great work 
before us. It is impossible, by extract, to convey an idea 
, of the value of its conXcais." —Athena:u7n. 

DOMESTIC MANNERS OF THE RUSSIANS. 

Described from a Year’s Rcsi<lenc;e in that Country. By 
Rev. R. Ji. VBNAtfLEs, M.A. Post 8vo, 9». Gd. 

RUSSIA UNdSi NICHOLAS. 

Translated from the German. By Captain Anthonv C. 
^TRRt.ma. Fcap. 8vo, r^s. 

“ Lively and compiehensive.”— 
nvi. 

LETTERS FROM THE BALTIC. 

By A Lai>y. Plates. , 2 vols. post 8vo, 2Vs. Or Cheap 
Rdition, post 8vo, 2s. Gil. 

A series of charming descriptiims. The style is full 
of ease and freshness. ’’—EjraTntncr. 


NORWAY AND HER LAPLANDERS ; 

With Hints to the Salmon Fiaher. By John Mii.roRD. 
8vo, lOj. (yd. 

“A pleasauthook.onavery pleasant subject: the obser- 
vation of an accuinplihhed and good-natured man.” — 
Examiner. 

nviii. 

THE CITIES AND CEMETERIES OF 

ETRintlA. Tlie result of several Tours made for the 
purpose of investigating the extant antiqtiitics of Etruria. 
ByGKoRGK Dknnis. Map and Illustrations. 2 vols. 8 vo. 

THE BIBl/E fN SPAIN; 

Or the .Tourneys, Adventures, and Imprisonments of an 
Englishman in an Attempt to circulate the Scriptures 
in the l’<-ninsula. By Gkokgk Borrow. Rcvj Edition. 
I’ost 8vo, ()#. 

“Mr. Borrow has come out as an Englksh Author of 
high mark. Wc arc reinindcil of Gil Bias, in the narratives 
of this pious, singlc-hcaited niaii.” — Quarterly Review. 

THE GYPSIES OF SPAIN ; 

Their Manncr.s, Custoin.s, Bcligiun and Language. 

By Gkorgk Morrow. New Ediiion. I’ost 8vo. 6s. 

“A curious, a very curious work, and contains some of 
the most singular, yet authentic dc.scriptions of the gipsy 
race which have ever been given to the public.” — Literarv 
Gazette. 

Lxr. 

GATHERINGS FROM SPAIN. Being Ex- 

f I acts from tho Hand-book of Spain. With much 
I new matter. By Richaro Fori>. Post 8vo, (J#. 

I “ The best English book, beyond comparison, that ever 
has appeared for the illustration, nut merely of the gene- 
ral topography and local cariosities, but of the national 
character and manners of Spain,”— Review. 

i.vit. 

, THREE MONTHS’ PEDESTRIAN 

I WANDERINGS AMIDST THE WILDEST SCENES 
OF THE FRENCH AND SPANISH PYRENEES. By 
T. C. Parks. Woodcuts. Post 8vo, 10#. 6d. 

“Contain belter descriptive passages, strikingly plc- 
i turesque, .'ind witliout the least strain and ellort, than we 
recollect in any book of the same light pretension.” — 
Examiner. 

I.XIlf. 

PORTUGAL AND GALLICIA, 

From Notes made during a .Tourney to those Countries. 
By Lord Carnarvont, Second Edition. 2 vols. post 8vo, 
2D. 

“ Not only a gr;iphic description of the country, but It 
relates a series of personal adventores and perils, very 
unusual in modern Europe.”-- Quarterly Review. 

TOUR IN AUSTRIAN LOMBARDY, 
TYROL, AND BAVAIUA. By John Barrow. Wood- 
cuts. Post 8 VO, l(lj. 6d. 

“ Agreeably written, faitlifiil and minute.” — Athenaum. 

NARRATIVE OF TRAVELS IN AUSTRIA. 

With Remarks on the Social and Political Condition of that 
Country. By P. 12. TimNam.i.. 2 vols. 8vo, 2D. 

BUBBLES FROm'^I’IIE BRUNNEN OF 

NA.SSAU. By An Oi.D IMan. Sixth Ediiion. 16mo, 6s. 

“Just suited for the pocket and for Khine Travellers.’ 
— Atheneeum. 

I.XVTI. 

A RIDE ON HORSEBACK THROUGH 

FUANt^K AND SWITZERLAND TO FLORENCE; 
By A Lady. 2 vols. postBvo, \tts. 

*• Onr ‘ Lady ’ culls the moat telling incidents of her 
tour, and presents them la a lively, easy, and attractive 
manner,” — Spectator. 

xxvirr. 

THE MANUFACTURING DISTRICTS OF 

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, IRELAND, including the 
Channel Islands, and Isle of Man. By Sir Gkorok Head. 
Third Edition. 2 vols. post 8vo^l2«. 



Mr. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS.— Hond-BookB. 


HAND-BOOKS FOR TRAVELLERS, 

Giving detailed and jorecise Information respecting Steamers, Passpons^ Moneys, Guides and Sci'vanb 
xoitK Jbirections for Travellers, and Hints for Tours. 


HAND-BOOK OF TRAVEL-TaLK ; or. Con- 

versutions in Jinglibh, German, French, and Italian. 
18mo, Os, 

2 . 

HAND-BOOK FOR NORTH GERMANY 
and thellllINK. HOLLAND.liELGlUM, and EUUSSIA. 
Map. Post 8vo, J2.V. 

3. 

HAND-BOOK FOR SOUTH GERMANY 
and the TYROL— HAVARl A— A IJSTIll A— SALZBURG 
—The AUSTRIAN and BAVARIAN ALl'S. and the 
BANUBE, from ULM to the BLACK SEA. aiap. Post 

8 VO, lOj. 

4. 

HAND-BOOK OF PAINTING— THE 
GERMAN, PLEMISII, AND DUTCH SCH(H)I,S. From 
the (lerman of Kuhi.kr. EdiUd, with Notes, by Sir 
EdAI UND 11 KAU. Pobtuvo, 

5. 

HAND-BOOK FOR SWITZERLAND, 
ALPS of SAVOY and PIEDMONT. Map. Post 8vo, Uis. 
0. 

ILLUSTRATIONS to the HAND-BOOKS 

FOR GERMANY asp SWITZERLANO. A Series of 
Maps and Plans of the most frequented Roads, Cities, 
and Towns, &c. Post 8vo. 

7. 

HAND-BOOK FOR NORTH EUROPE, 
DENMARK, NORWAY, SWEDEN, and RUSSIA. Map 
and Plans. Post 8vo, 12s. 

it. 

HAND-BOOK FOR MALTA AND THE 
EAST, the IONIAN ISLANDS, TUitKEY, ASIA 
MINOR, and CONSTANTINOPLE. Maps. Post 8vo, U>^. 
9. 

HAND-BOOK FOR EGYPT.— THE NILE, 

ALEXANDRIA, CAIRO, the PYltAMIDS, MOUNT 
SINAI, and TiiEBES. By Sm Gabu.vkr Wti.KiNsoa. 
Map. lOs. 

10 . 

HAND-BOOK FOR NORTHERN ITALY 

and FLORENCE, SARDINIA, GENOA, THE RIVI- 
ERA, VENICE, LOMBARDY, and TUSCANY. Map, 
Post Uvo, 12s. 

11 . 

HAND-BOOK FOR CENTRAL ITALY 

and ROME, the PAPAL STATES, and CITIES nf 
ETRURIA. Maps. PustSvo, 15«. 


HAND-BOOK FOR SOUTHERN ITALY 

SICTLV, AND NAPLES. Mup. Post 8vo. Nearly remly 
13. 

HAND - BOOK OF PAINTING — THI 

ITALIAN St-'HOOLS. From the tiermaii of Kuolkii 
Edited, with Notes, by C. 1. Eastlake, R.A. Post 8vo, 12) 

I HAND-BOOK FOR FRANCE and th 

; PYRENEES, BRITTANY, the RIVERS LOllH 
; SEINE. RHONE, and GARONNE, FRENCH ALT!; 
I DAUPIIINE, and PROVENCE. Miip.s. Post 8vo, 12j. 
j 15. 

I HAND-BOOK FOR SPAIN, ANDALUSIA 
GRANADA, MADRID, Ac. Bv Rich.'Vhd Foki>. Maj)- 
1 Post 8vo, Bis. 

id. 

j II A N D-B O O K O F PA T N T I N G— TI 1 1 

j SPANISH AND FRENdl SCHOOLS. BySinEojwiN 
IIeao, Post 8vo, 12.y. 

1 17. 

i HAND-BOOK FOR ENGLAND-TIII 
1 NORTHERN AND MIDLAND COUNTIES; NOItll 
• and SOUTH WALES, Ac. Map. Post Uvo. Near/>/ 


lit. 


I HAND-BOOK FOR ENGLAND-Tin 

! SOUTHERN AND WESTERN COUNTHIS. Map. P.is 
. Uvo. In Preparalion. 

' 19. 

HAND-BOOK FOR LONDON— PAST AM 

PRESENT. A CoMi'LKTK (leinK lo SruANaKiis vi.Mii 

TIIK M KTKOI'OEIS. By pKTKIl. CUN NINOIIA.M . JMup. Puir 
8vo. Nearly ready. 

“The old Lonl 'Trea'^urer lJurUiigh, if any one came l( 
1 the I.ords of the Co'iieil fora f.ieeiue to Travel, lu> woiili 
Qrstexamine liifi) of Kn gland ; if he toitnd hnn ignoraii 
would bid him stay at home, and know hi.s own Coiiiilr! 
/ir.«*f .” — The Comyleul Gentleman, by Henry Peuchum 
1662. 

20 . 

HAND-BOOK TO THE PICTURE GAL 

LERIES in and near London. With Catalogues of tin 
Pictures, accoiripniiied by Historieal, Biogi’jiphierd, an 
j Critical Notices. Jly Mas. Jameso.v. Post 8vo, J(h-. 

j HAND-BOOK FOR WINDSOR AN! 

\ WESTMINSTER ABBEY. Woodcuts. Feup n\o,2s.M 
\ each. 


Crittral on tl)t 

“ Mr. Murray's series of Hand-books seem destined to embrace all the sights of the world.” — Spectator. 

'* The useful series of Hand-hooks issued by Mr. Murray.” — Examiner. 

“ Mr. Murray’s excellent series. Compiled with great care. The information full and satisfactory.'' — Alheaaaim. 

“ Well considered, well arranged, and well compressed. They combine every praelical information, with satMac 
tory descriptions and extracts from the most accomplished travellers, imencumhered with long historical detail: 
which not unfrequently are uselessly intruded into these manuals.” — Gentleman's Magazine. 

“An immense quantity of minute and useful information respecting all places of interest, presented in a jdaii 
unostentatious, and intelligible manner.’’ — United Service Gazette. 

“ All the information a traveller requires; and supplies an answer to every difficulty which can possibly aii-sc.”- 
Atlas. 

“ An excellent plan, and contains much in little compass, and is an amusing resource when the road is dull ft:' 
oor companion has fallen asleep.” — Aniatic Journal. 

“ A world of useful information.” — British Magazine, * 

“ Capital guides ! A man may traverse half the continent of Europe with tlicm without asking a question. 
— Literary Gazette. 

“ Distinguished for the clearness of their arrangement, the specUic character of their directions, the quantity au 
/quality of the matter they contain, as well as for the style and finish of the literary workmanship.” — Spectator. 



Mr. MURRAY'S LIST OF BOOKS.— Theology. 


RELIGIOUS WORKS, THEOLOGY, &c. 


THE ILLUMINATED PRAYER-BOOK. 

With Borders, Initials, Vignettes, Titles, in gold and 
colours, avo, cloth, morocco or vellum. 

*' The most elaborate copy ofthe Li tuiffy ever executed. 
A noble devotional volume and littnig Chiisiiuii ma- 
nual.” — Times. 

DE\N COMBER’S "'friendly ADVICE 

TO THE KOMAN CATIIOLKH Ob’ ENOLANO. A 
New Edition, with Preface and Notes. By W. F. IIuftK., 
D.D , Vicar of Leeds. ' Fcap. Hvo, 3r. 

THE THREE REFORMATIONS ; LUTHE- 
RAN, roman, and ANdLICAN. By \V. F. 11 (kjk, D.l)., 
Vicar of Leeds. Third Edilion. Uvo., 3^. 

ON THE UNITY "^OF THE CHURCH. 

By Hknuy i:n\vAKn Mannino, Archdeacon of Chichester. 
tSecond Edition. Uvo, 10.?. (Id. 

SCRI PTURA L CO INCI DENCES. 

A TEST OF Til EIR V ER ACl'l Y. By Rev. J. J. Btfi-vr. 
Second Edition. Hvo, 10k. (kL 

“ This is a new edition of several detached works well- 
known to theological students, and eminently valuable 
lor the indirect evidence tiny contain of tlie authenticity 
of Holy Wri^. Whoever has read Dr. Paley’a Horw 
PautinoB, will find in this volume an extension of th-..t 
argument, and iis application to the Old and New Test.a- 
ment, conducted with scarcely inferior ability and suc- 
cess.”— Bull. 

VI. 

THE MOSAIC BHHTINUS: boing tlio 

Huj skan Lkctuuks for lt!.'{2. By Rev. J. J. IhAisT. Post 
llvo, Gs. (id. 

vu. 

THE EVIDENCES op CHRISTIANITY. By 

WiLMA.M Sjiwkll, B.D., Exeter College, Oxford. I'tap. 
8vo, 7^. (id. 

“Ably and satisfactorily treated.” — Gentleman's Mug. 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LITURGY 

ANI» UIl'UAL OP THE ('lIl'UCll; telccted from ti e 
works of eminent Divines of tlie J7th Century. By 
Rev. Jamks Bhoomkv, M.A. 3 vols. post 8vo, 27s. 

‘‘A most valuable addition to eicry cliurcbman’s li- 
brary.”— of E.xetei’s Charge. 

XIV. 

CATHOLIC SAFl'.G CARDS against thk 

ERIIOR.S, COIOII'HTIOWS, AM) NoVKI.TJKS OK THE ChI’RCH 

oif Rome. By Rev. Ja.tiks Bkuudev, M.A. 2 vols. Ovo, 
14jr. enrh. 

*“ Catiioi.io Sakeoi/ari)'^ a Selection of the ablc.st 
discourses on tlie eirors of tlie Cburcb of Rome, chosen 
irom the wuiks of our own eminent divines wlio lived 
during the l/ili century.” — liishup of London’s Charge. 
XV. 

THE BOOK OF THE CHURCH ; 

With Notes containing Refei-ences to the Authorities, .and 
an Index. By ItouKRT rioirruKV, LL.D. Sixth Edition. 
Svo, 12 a-. 

” 1 olier to tho.se who regard with love and reverence the 
religion wliicli they liave received from tlieir f-itliera. -i 
liriel but coiuprehcnsive record, diligently, failhfuliy, and 
conscieiitiou.sly composed.” — P» if ace. 

REMARKS ON I^S’ULISII CHURCHES, 

and on Rendering Sepulebral Memorials .sub.Hcrvieiit to 
pious and Christian Uses. By J. 11. Mauklavd. 
Einirfh Edition. Woodeuts. Fcap, Gvo, Gk. 6d. 

” Tilts w ork may be i egarded as one of tt-e most important 
steps made lately in tlie restoration of a sound and efficient 
chuicli-system among us.”- Quarto ly lltoieiv. 

REVERENCE Duli TO HOLY PLACES. 

By J. Jl. M.MiuLASD. Third Edition. Woodcuts. 
l’’cai». «vo, 2s, 

XVIII. 

BISHOP HEBER’S PARISH SERMONS ; 

On tlio Lesvms, the Compel, or the Epistle, for every 
Sunday in the Ye.ir. Sixth Edition, 2 vols. post Hvo, 16 k. 
xrx. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN ENGLAND. 

Ry the lute Bishop 11 KJiKR. Second Edition. 8yo, Us. 6d. 


SUGGESTIONS TO THE STUDENT 

UNDER PRESENT TIIEOLOOICAL DIFFICULTIES. 
By A. C. Tait, D.C.L. Post Uvo, G.?. (kl. 

•• We most warmly recommend Dr. Tail’s most useful 
volume.”- and State Gazette. 

SERMONS PREACHED ON VARIO0S 

OCCASSIONS. By C .1, Vacouan, D D., Head M-aster of 
Harrow School. Uvo, 12k. Gd. 

” Dr. Vaughan’s hermons are forcible, earnest, 
affectionate ; in tone moderate, but soundly scriptural in 
doctrine.”— MorwiVig' Post. 

X. 

SERMONS PREACHED in tlie CHAPEL 

of HARROW SCHOOL. By Rev. C. J. Vauohan, D.D. 
«vo, 10k. Gd. 

” 'I'he sermons now before us arc addressed specifically 
to the boys ofthe public school ; and pnrent.s will find them 
a valuable family possession.”— CAm- ian Obseioer. 

PRAYERS, FROM THE LITURGY, 

By Right ilonble. W. E. UbAnsroNis,, M P. 12ino, 2s. Cvl. 

XII. 

ATHREE-LEAVED MANUAL of FAMILY 

PRAYER. ; arranged so as to save the trouble of turning 
the pages backwards and forwards. Royal 8vo, bound, 2k. 


HYMNS FOR THE*’ciIURCH SERVICE, 

By Bishop LIkiskh. Eleventh Eidtion. IGmo, 2k. 

visitation’ serm ons. 

J’reoched during the Yi.'iitation of tJie Bishop of ^Exeter 
lu 1841>. i2uio. Os. 

xxn. 

the laws relating to SUNDAYS, 

HOLIDAYS, -and U.WbOP FASTI NO. By E. V. N balk. 
anil ; Fcap. »vo., !>y. Gd. 

‘ An cxcedent handmaid to ‘Nelson on Fasts and 
; Festivals.'”— B/i/tKA Magazine. 

I xxiir. 

I THE NESTORIANS, or LOST TRIBES, 

I With Illustratiuna of Scripture Pri.pheey. By Asahk 
j OiiAN-r, M.D. Third Edilion. Feiip. Hvo, Gk. 

An important acceshion to our sturcs of geographical 
knowledge.” — Church of Eunlnnd Review. 

XXIV. 

ABSTRACT PRINCIPLES OF REVEALED 

HELIOION. By IlBNJiY Diutmmono. Post 8 vo, 9k. Gd. 

‘•Contains many striko g p.issRgcs of great power, 
depth, and truth.” — Engi'sh Churchman, 

XXV. 

PSALMS AND HYMNS, 

Selected, arranged, and adapted to tlic various Solemnities 
of the Church. By \V. B. Holland, M.A., Perpetual 
Curate Df Walmcr. 24mo, Ik, GtL 



Mr. MURRAY^S LIST OF BOOKS.— Poetry, the Brama, Olc. 


POETRY, THE DRAMA, &c. 


Xiord Syron’s Xilfe and Works, 

(various editions.) 

LIFE AND WORKS. 

(3L(bratj (Dbitton.) 

Collected and arranged with Notes by Moore, Ellis, Ifeber, 
Jeffrey, Lockhart, &c. Plates. 17 vols.fcap. 8vo. 63#., 
or half morocco, 90 j. 

II. 

THE POETICAL WORKS. 

(Vioctvft euttion.) 

COSTAINING 

Chiodk IIaroi.o. 1 vol. 

Talks and PoKMs. 2 vola. Misckllanikh. Svols. 
Dhamas. 2vola. Don Juan. 2 voIs. 

With Vignettes, 10 vols. 18mo, 25s,, or gilt edges, .'I5.v. 

III. 

POEMS IN ONE VOLUME. 

C'lJinpIeto, with all the Notes, A’c. Portraits and Views. 
Koyal 8 VO, 15#. 

IV. 

CHILDE HAROLD’S PILGRIMAGE. 
(KlustrafeH.) 

With Sixty Vignette Engravings by eminent Artists. 
8vo, 2U. 

“A splendid work — worth illustrating, and worthily 
illustrated.” — Athenaum, 


Sev. George Crabbe'e Ziife and Works. 


LIFE AND POETICAL WORKS. 
(l.tbrarp ISHttlon.) 

Plates. 8 vols. fcap. 8vo, 30#., or half morocco, 40#. 

POEMS IN ONE VOLUME. 

With Portrait and Vignette. Iloyal 8vo, \5s. 


CAMPBELL’S SPECIMENS OF THE BRI- 

TISH POETS. Neio Edition. Hoyal 8vo, 15#. 

“Rich in exquisite examples of English poetry, ami 
suggestive of delightful thoughts beyond any volume in 
the language." — Atlas. 

II. 

HEBER’S POETICAL WORKS. 

Including PALESTINE— EUROPE— THE RED SKA, 
&c. Third Edition. Portrait. Fc.ap. 8vo, 7#. Gd. 

“ Bishop Heber has taken a gracelul station among tin- 
favoured bards of the day .” — Literary Gazette. 


MILMAN’S POETICAL WORKS. 

Including the Fall of .Torusalcm — Sanior, lUiirtyr of 
Antioch — and other Poems. Second Edition, Plates. 
3 vols. fcap. Hvo, 18#. 

“A fine, classical, moral, and religious poet.” — Literal // 
Gazette. 

MILMAN’S HORACE. 

With an Original JJfe. Illustrated with Views, Vignettc.s, 
Coloured IJorderH, &c. Crown 8vo. Nearly ready. 


TALES AND POEMS. 

J. GlAOUlt. 1 (). Rkito. 

2. Bbideok Abypos. 7* Mazkppa. 

3. CoRSAiii. I 8. Island. 

4. Lara. i fl. I’arisina. 

5. SiKOK OP ConiNTII. 10. Plif.SONKR Of CHII.JLON, 

With Vignettes. 2 vols. 24ino, 5#. 

VI. 

DRAMAS. 

1. Mankrku. 5. Two FoscAni. 

2. Marino Faliep.o. fi. DkforaikpTkanskormku. 

3 . llKAVKN AND EaRTH. 7 - CAIN. 

4. Sakdanapalus. 8. Wkrner. 

With Vignettes. 2 vols. 24nio, os. 

VII. 

CHILDE HAROLD’S PILGRIMAGE. 

With Vignette. 24nio, 2#. Gd. 

VIII. 

MISCELLANIES. 

With Vignettes, .'i vols, 24mo, 7#. tU. 

IX. 

DON JUAN. 

With Vignettes. 2 vols. 24mo, 5#. 

1^^ Mr. Murray alone po.ssesscs the Copy- 
right of Lord Byron’s Works, and no edition, 
illustrated or otherwise, can he complete 
except it bears his name on the title-pa^c. 


LOCKHART’S SPANISH BALLADS; with 

Illuminated Titles, Borders, Ate. 4to, 21. 2s. 

“A more appropriately as well as beau ti fully emheHisheil 
volume never was olfered to the world.” — Edin/nngh 
Review. 

vr. 

ALLAN CUNNINGHAM’S I’OEMS and 
SONGS. 24mo, 2s. V>d. 

“The woiks of the most tender and pathetic of the 
Scottish miustnls, in a cheap and elegant form.”— 
Blackwood. 

VII. 

FRAGMENTS IN VERSE. By Lord Ro- 

BKRTsoN. Crown 8vo, "iS. fW. 

“ The author sees and feels as a scholar and a poet, 
and as a scholar and a poet ho expresses himself.”— 
Times. 

V/II. 

REJECTED ADDRESSES. 

With Notes by t\ic Authors, and Portraits of them. 

1 Twenly-Jirst Eiiilion. Fcap. 8vo, 6#. 

, SPECIMENS OF ITALIAN SONNETS 

'From the most celebrated Poets, with Translations, By 
' Rev. Chablks Stkono, M.A. 8vo, 6s. 

1 

ENGLISH HEXAMETERS ; from the German. 
I By Sir John Hbrsciibi.l, Dh. Whrwbll, Aiu HDK.veoN 
I IJahk, Dr. Hawtrey, and J. O. Lot k hart, five, Os. 
Also, Vbrsk Thanslat/onk. 8vo, 2s. 6d 
xr. 

FRAGMENTS FROM GERMAN PROSE 

WRITERS. By Sarah Austin. Post 8vo, 10#. 

“A delightful volume.” — Alheneeum. 



Mr. MURRAY»S LIST OF BOOKS.—Xnstrnotloii. 


INSTRUCTION & ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE YOUNG. 

Mrs. Markbam's Histories. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

From the First Invasion by the Homans, to tlio Heign of 
Q,ucen Victoria. 4G<A Thousand. Woodcuts. 12mo, ‘Js. M. 

HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

From the Conquest by the Gauls,, to the Reign of Louis- i 
Philippe. "iiMh Thousand. Woodcuts. I'imo, 7<r. fwL 

HISTORY OF GERMANY. 

From the Invasion by Alarius, to the Rattle of Leipsic. i 
3rd Thousand. Woodcuts. 12mo, Ts. Gd. j 

HISTORY OF ROME. 

For the Use of Schools an<l Young Persons. With 
Woodcuts, 12mo. In Preimralion. 

HISTORY OF GREECE. ! 

For the Use of Schools and Young Persons. With 
^^'oodeuts. 12mo. In Pirparafian. j 

"The above works (Mrs. Maiu;iiam*.s IIistohiks) arc 
constructed on a plan which uc think well chosen, and we 
are glad to find tliat they arc so popular, for they can- 
not be too strongly roconiineuded, as adapted foryouth.” — 
Journal of Education. 

SERMONS FOR CHILDREN, 

lly Mns. Markham. Second Edition. Fcap tivo, 3jr. 


yESOP’S FABLES. 

A New Version, adapted for Youug I'crsons, by itev. 
Thomas .Iamks. With 100 Woodcuts by TENNfBU. Post 
tivo. 

" In the existing versions the fables are tircsomcly 
lengthened out, .and the morals generally pointless and 
inappropriate. The new vtrs'on professes to follow more 
closely the Gieek originals, both in the sidiit of the text 
and the terseness of the moral.s.” 


BERTHA’S JOURNAL DURING A VISIT 

IN ENGLAND, With a variety of lufornuition, arranged \ 
for every Day. lu//i Thousand. 12mo, 7.<. fid. I 

" I am reading • llertha’ witli the utmost avidity. I can 
scarcely take iny attention from this, the best ot ;ill juve- 
nile compilations." — Itco. Gtorfre Crahhe. 

"An excellent little work.” — Capt. Jiusil Hall. 


JESSE'S NATURAL HISTORY. 

For Schools. With Ancodotc.s of tl.e .Sagac ity and Instinct 
of Animals. Sixth Edition. Fcap. tivo, IJa’. Gd. 


PHILOSOPHY IN SPORT MADE SCIENCE 

IN EARNEST ; or Natural Philo.sophy inculcated by the 
Toys and Sports of Y'oiitb. Sixth Edition. Woodcut'. 
Fcap. 8 VO, Hs. 

‘^We know of no other book which sochariningly blends 
amusement with instruction. No juvenile book baa been 
published in our time more entitled to praise.” — Examiner. 

CROKER’S STORIES FOR CHILDREN 

FROM THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 33rd Thousand. 
Woodcuts. Itimo, 5s. 

“This skilful performance of Mr. Croker’a suggested 
the plan of Sir W.alter Scott’s Talcs of a Grandlullitr."— 
Quarterly Review. 


LITTLE ARTHUR’S ENGLAND. By 

Lady CAi.i,eoTT. '23rd Thousand. Woodcuts. l8mo, 3^. 

“'riiis little History w.is written fora real little Arthur, 
and I have endeavoured to write it as J would tell it to an 
intelligent child. 1 well remember what I wanted to be 
told when first allowed to read the History of England.” 
—Author’s Preface. 

“ Lady (’allcott’s style is of the right kind ; earnest and 
simide.” — Examiner. 

CROKER’S PROGRESSIVE GEOGRAPHY 

FOR CHILDREN. Udii Thunsnnd. lltmo, Is. (id. 

“ The best clcmcnt.iry book on the subject .” — Quarterly 
Review. 

HISTORY OF THE LATE WAR: 

With Skctcliesof Nelson, Wellington, and Napoleon. 18mo, 
2s. Gd. 

GOSPEL STORIES ‘for CHILDREN. 

An Attempt to render the Chief Events of the lafe of 
Our Saviour inlclligihle and profitable. Second Edition. 
1 8ino, 3s. Gd. 

XII. 

FISHER'S ELEMENTS OF GEOMETRY 

A.\D ALGERRA. As used at the Royal Naval Seliools, 
(Jrcenwicli. Rhno, 3s. each. {Published by order of the 
Lords of the Admiralty.) 


LOUDON’S YEAR-BOOK OF NATURAL 

IllSTURY’’. Woodcuts. 18iuo,^4s. 

" Mrs. Loudon lias begun to .apply her cxeclicnt t.aleiits 
and e.\tensive knowledge of natural history, to. the ser- 
vice of the young; .'lud this volume is a very delightful 
one.” — Chambers' Edinburgh Journal. 

SENTENCES FROM THE PROVERBS. 

In English, French. Italian, and Gorman. For Daily Use. 
Ry A Lauy. Hirno, 3s. fiiL 
“’riie design of this volume is excellent.” —Atlas. 

" An excellent design. Literary Gazette. 


PUSS IN BOOTS ; 

Si’iTKij to the tastes of Litti.j* and Guuwn Curi.naKN. 
Ry Otto Spkcktkr. With Illustrations. Khno, .Os. 
“Twelve designs full of excellent humour.” — Examiner. 
“Comiilete jiiclures, and tell the story with dramatic 
foi-’c. "Spectator. 

XVI. 

THE CHARMED ROE; 

Tub Stouy of thk Littlk Rkothkr and Sistkr. 
r.y Otto isPKrKTKH. With lllustrationti. Ifimo, 5.v. 

“ A book for kindly remembrances .” — Literary Gazette. 

THE FAlYlV JUNG ; 

A Collection of Tarks and .Storiks for Young Persons. 
With Illustrations by Richard Doyle. Second Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo, 7s- Gd. 

" Rare newrs for young people— whole saekstul of new 
fairy lore. Nicely illustrated by Mr. Kiehuid Doyle, who 
ha.s lived a long time in Fairy Land, and knows all about 
if." — Examiner. 

"Three dozen legends, many among them pointed w'ith 
that humorous wisdom which none appreciate better than 
children, make up a month’s entertainment of charming 
quality." — Athenaeum. 



10 


Mr. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS.— School Books, &c. 


CLASSICAL AND 

3>r. Smith’s Dictionaries. 

I. 

A DICTIONARY of GREEK and ROMAN 

ANTlCiUlTlES. With nuineroua Wuoilcuts. Second 
Edition: 8vo, 36j, 

“ A work much wanted, will be invaluable to the 
young' student, and as a book of rctercncc will be most 
acceptable on the library table ot every scholar.”— Quar- 
terly Review. 

SCHOOL DICTIONARY OF ANTIQUI- 

TJKS. Abridged from the ab<»ve work. With S?U0 
Woodcuts. Square 12nio, lOf. Gd. 

“ Drawn up in a clear and concise style, and weeded 
of those references and speculative matters which tend 
so much to contuse the student who is notfat advanced. 
Jt is a most valuable addition to our school literatuie.” 
— Catnbridye Chronicle. 

A DICTIONARY of GRKEK and ROMAN 
HIOtiRAl'IlY AND A1 YTIttlLOUY. 2 Vols. «vo, 3(Jf. 
{To be completed in 3 eolx.) 

“The only Classical Dictionary, with any pretensions 
to the name, in our language ; and. as such, it must form 
part of the library of every student who desires to bo- 
come acquainted with the mind ot antiquity.” — Athe- 
na‘um. 

A NEW CLASSICAL DICTIONARY 

OP ANCIENT lilUtiKAlMlY, MYTUOLUGV, and 
(lEOGUAl'llV. llvo. In Preparation. 

This work will comprise the same subjects as are con- 
tained in the well-known Dictionary of l.eniprii*re, avoid- 
ing its errois, supiilying its dencieticics, and e.xhibiting in 
a concise form the results of the labours of modern scholars. 
It will thus supply a want that has been long felt by most 
persons engaged in tuition. 


MULLER’S DORIANS; 

THE HISTORY AND ANTIQCITIES OP THE 
DORIC RACE. Translated by Tuknkd and Lkivis. 
Second Edition. Map.s. 2 vols avo, 2(ijr. 

“ We close the volumes in admiration of the author’s 
unwearied industry and great knowledge .” — New Monthly 
Magazine. 

III. 

BUTTMAN'S LEXILOGUS; 

A Critical E.xamination of the Meaning and Etymology of 
various Words and Pa-ssages in Greek Writers. Trans- 
lated, with Notes, by Pishlakk. Third Ediiion. dyo, 
14ji. 

“A most able disquisition. It contains a deeper and 
morecritical knowledgeof Greek, inoreextensivc research, 
and more sound judgment, than we ever remember to 
have seen in any one work before .” — Quarterly Review. 

BUTTMAN’S GllKEK VERBS ; 

With all the Tmscs — their Formation, Meaning, and 
U.sage, accompanied by an Index. Translated, witli 
Notes, by Pisiil/kr. Second Edition. Ovo, 7^. Gd. 

“ IJnttrnan's Catalogue contains all those prominent 
irregularities so fully and fundamentally investigated, that 
1 was convinced a translation of them would ]»rove a va- 
luable assistant to every lover and student of Greek lite- 
rature.' ’i — Preface. 

CARMICIIAEL’S^^GREEK VERBS. 

THRia Pobmatidns, Iukegui.abitikb, and DBKKcra. Ry 
tho late A. N. Cakmk'HAKZ/. Second Edition. FostOvo, 
8r. Gd. 


SCHOOL BOOKS. 


WOIIKS OF HORACE, 

With an Original Life. Ry Rev. II. II Mii.man. IIIus- 
trated with Views, Vignettes from tho Antique Statues, 
Gems, Coins, Vases, and coloured borders. Crown dvo. 

MITCHELLS’ PLAYS OF ARISTOPHANES. 

With English Notes dvo. CI.OUDS. Id^.— 2. PROGS. 15y. 

“ We are not afraid to say that Mr. Mitchell’s Anno- 
tated edition of Aristophanes will form, when completed, 
somethin g like an epoch in the history of Bi ilish scholar- 
ship.”— Quarterly Rcoit w. 

VMI. 

PEILE’S yi:SCHYLUS. 

THE AGAMEMNON AND CllOEPIlOlHE. A New 
Edition of tho Text, edited with English Notes, by 
T. AV. 1 ’eii.e, D.D., Head Master of Reptou School. 
Second Ediiion. dvo, ds. each. 

“ By far the most useful edition ever published in this 
country.” — Oxford Herald. 

THE ROMANC e‘ LANGUAGES. 

Ily G. CoiiNKWAH. Lkwis, M.P. Second PJdition. dvo, 12#. 

SU VERN’S A IH STOPH A NES. 

IHE RIHDS AM) THE CLOUDS. Translated by 
W. R. Hamilton, P.R.S. Post dvo, 9#. 

IIASK’S ANCIENT GREEKS ; 

Their Pi'iu.m: and 1'kivate I. ike, Manners, and 
tU’s'fo.MS. Translated from the German. Pcap. dvo, 
5s. (»t<. 

i “Some woik appeared to he wanting on Grecian Antl- 
: quitics, which, without being unnecessarily diffn.sc, should 
I gi\e a notion of the discoveries of modern scholars, and 
I particularly of German scholars.” — ibv'/r/ce. 

j xn. 

PRONUNCIATION OF THE GREEK LAN- 

GCAGE. Ry G. .J . I'K.N.vnvi.rov, M.A. dvo, 7*’* t>(/. 

M AT T H I /E’S G R E E K G R A M M AR . 

Abridged for >School.s by Rlomkield. New Ediiion, re- 
j vised by Ed\vaiid.s. 12mo, 3#. 


INDEX OF GREEK QUOTATIONS hi 

MATTH1.E’.S LARGER GREEK GRA.’ilMAR. Second 
Edition, dvo, Ts. (id. 

THE GREEK CLASSIC 1‘OETS. 

By Henry Nelson Culkkiuuk, M.A. Third Edition. 
Pcap. dvo, 5s. (id. 

KING EDWARD Vlth’s LATIN GRAM- 

MAR. New Edition, revised. l2mo, .3s. (id. 

GIliliCyE GRAMmTtIC/E RUDIMENTA 

MINORA. 2'hird Edition. 12mo, 2s. 

XVIM. 

GllAiCM GRAMMATIC/E RUDIMENTA 
PARS POSTERIOR, SIVE SYNTAXIS. Second Edit ion. 
121110, 2s. 

ENGLISH NOTEs'l’tm LATIN ELEGIACS j 

designed for early ])roiicient.s in tJic Art of Latin Versifica- 
tion, with Prefatory Rules of Composition in Elegiac 
Metro. Ry Rev. W. Oxenuam, xM.A,, Second Edition, 
revised, 12mo. 



Mr. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS.—Art, Science, Ac. 
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ART, SCIENCE, AND MEDICINE. 


THE ANATOMY OF EXPRESSION AS 
CONNECTIilD WITH THE FINE ARTS, liy the 
hite Sib Charlks Hell. Fourth Edition. Plates. Im- 
perial 8vo, 2\s. 

“ The artist, the writer of fiction, the dramatist, the 
man of taste, will receive the present work with gratitude, 
and peruse it with a lively and increasing interest and 
delight .” — Christian Eemtmbraucer. 

SKETCHES OF i^IE HISTORY OF 

CHRISTIAN ART. lly Lord Lin ns ay. ;{ vols. «vo. aU.fti. 

" As a contribution to the History of Art, Lord Lindsay’s 
work is unquestionalily the most valuable which has yet 
appeared in England, and with whatever richness of detail 
succeeding writers may illustrate them, the leading lines 
of Lord Lindsay’s Chait will always henceforth be fol- 
lowed.”— Quarterfy Review. 

AN ENCYCLOIVEUIA OF THE ARTS OF 

THE MIDDLE A(1ES. Ry the Monk Thkoi>H[m;s. 
Translated, with Notes, by Roukkt IIknurik. Hvo, 2Ia% 

“ Mr. Hcndrie has done good service tothisclass of lite- 
rature hy the publication ol the coniplctest edition ot this 
vrork."— Spectator. 

IV. 

THE ANCIENT PRACTICE OF PAINT- 

IN(r INOHj and UN (JLAiSS, and other Arts described 
in several unpublished Manuscripts. With Notes by 
AIrb. Mukrifiki.o. 2 vols. fivo. 

V. 

CONTRIBUTIONS to the LITERATURE 
ov THK FINE ARTS. Hy €. L. Ea-stlakk, U.A. 8vo. 

KUOLER’S HISTORY OF PAINTING — 

THE ITALIAN StHlUOLS, Translated from the Der- , 
man. Edited, with Notes, by C. L. Easixahk, R.A. j 
Post Hvo, 12y. I 

KUGLEICS HISTORY OF PAINTING— j 
THE (lER.MAN, FLE-MISH, AND DUTCH SCHOOLS, j 
Translated from the Oennan. Edited, with Notes, by | 
Sir Eumund IIbau, Hart. Post Hvo, IVf. j 

HISTORY OF PAINTING— Tho SPANISH 
AND FRENCH SCHOOLS. HySiit Edmund Hkad, B..rt. 
Post Hvo, 12 j. a Companion to Kiigler’s Hiuul-bouks. 

“ These volumes present us with a view of the schools 
of painting, ami we recommend them as very candid and 
exeelleat productions.”— Liferary Uaxette. 

NIN' TI BRIDGEWATER TREATISE. 

By Charles Ha UHAOK. Second Edition. Hvo, fix fid. 

X. 

THE ECONOMY OF MACHINERY AND 
MANUFACTURES. Hy Charles Haruaoe. Fi/lh 
Edition. Feiip. Hvo, fix. 

TABLE OF THE LOGARITHMS OF THE 

NATURAL NUMBERS from I to luHtlOO. By Charles 
Hacbagr. Second Edition. Royal Hvo, fix* 

CORRESPONDENCE OF JAMES WATT, 
ON HIS Discovery of the Coaitosition uF Watkr. Hy J. P. 
Huirhkad, Esq., F.U.S.E. With Portrait. Hvo, lOx. (W. 


! COSMOS ; OR, PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
I OF THE WORLD. Hy Haiuin Alk.xr. Von Hiimrolut. 

. Translated under tho superinteiulenee of Lieut Colonel 
Sabine, F.R.S. V’ol, 1. and 11. Post Hvo, 12.y. each. 

I “ Je vous autorise. Mont,ieiir, de vous servir en toute 
; eccasion, de la declaration, que la bt lie ’rraductioii da 
! Coinnel Sabine enrichiv de rcctifieatioos ct de notes tit's 
j precieuses, et qui out toute im n approbation, est la seule 
j par laqiiellc j’ai vivement desire voir iiitroduit mou 
oiivrage dans la litleratnre de votre pays .” — Le Baron 
! lluniln.ldt ii M. Mart ay, Dee. 15 iHtlJ. 
i XIV. 

i THE CONNEXION OF THE PHYSICAL 

1 SCIENCE.S. Hy Mary Somerville. Seventh Edition. 

' Plates. Feap, JIvo, l(i,y. (id. 

I “ The style of this astonishing production is so clear and 
■ nnatlected, and conveys with so much simplicity so great 
' <i timss of profound knowledge, that it should he placed in 
' the hands of every youth the moment he has mastered the 
general rndiments of education.”- Quai ler/y Review. 

CHEMICAL MANIPULATION ; 

Being Instructions to Students in Cheini'try, on tlio 
, Methods of performing Experiments of JJemonstration or 
• lleseareh, with Accuracy and Siieeoss. Hy Michael 
' Faradav, F.U.S. Third Edition. Hvo, IHx. 

XVI. 

INSTRUCTIONS IN PRACTICAL SUR- 

VEYlNtt WITHOUT INSTBl'MENTS. Hy (L I). Burb, 
of Sandhurst. Second Edition. Woodcuts. Post Hvo, 
7x. tW. 

FACTS TO assist' THE MEMORY, IN 

VARIOUS SClENt 1‘kS. Second Edition. Feap. Hvo, tix. (Id. 
xviir. 

NAVAL CUNNERY ; 

For the Instruction and Examination of Otlicers, and for 
tli ! Training of ^-caincn Gunners. By Likit.-Gknkhal 
Si . IUhvaru Doui. i.As, Bart. Second Edition. Hvo, 15x. 

BRITISH ASSOCIATION REPORTS. 

VoBK and Oxford, 1H.'{1-H2, (id. rAMiiitiDUE, IH.'J.'!, 12 a’. 
l''uiNinruGU, IJIU, 15x. Duiu.in, IH.’lo, l.'h'. (id. Bristol, 
1H.'U, 12.V. LiVKRi’oor., iJt.'t/, Klx. Gd. Neu’ca.sxlk, 

15x. Birmjngi/aai, IHHfi, 13.y. Gd. Glasgow, 1H4G, 15.?, 
pLY.Moi'TH, 1H41, Lis. (id. Mani hkster, 1H42, lOx. (id. Cork, 
tH4:i, 12.V. York, 1H44, 2ox. Cambridge, 1U45, 12x. 
SoUTJiAAiPTON, 1H46, 15 a-. Hvo. 

SIR JAMES CLARK ON THE SANATIVE 

INFLUENCE OF CLEMATE. Fourth Edition. 1‘ost 
Hiu, lUx. (id. 

XXI. 

SIR HENRY HALFORD’S ESSAYS AND 

ORATIONS. Third Edition. Fea|). 8vo, Cx. Gd. 

XXII. 

SIR CHARLES BELL'S PRACTICAL 

EfciSAiS. Hvo, 12a-. Gd. 

xxiir. 

DR. MAYO ON THE PATHOLOGY OF 

THE IIUM.IN MIND. Feap 8vo, .^a. lid. 

, DR. ABERCROMbTe ON DISEASES OF 

THE STOMACH. Third Edition. Feap. 8ro, 6x. 

DR. GOOCH ON THE MOST IMPORTANT 

' DISEASES PECULIAB TO WOMEN. Second Edition. 
8 VO, I2x. 

XXVI. 

Dll. FERGUSONS ESSAYS ON THE 

DlSEASJiS OF WOMEN. Part 1. Pucrpcrul Fever. 
Post 8vo, yx. 6rf. 



12 


Mr. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS. — Oeneral lilterataroi 


GENERAL LITERATURE. 


LITERARY HISTORY OF EUROPE, 

By llKXRY IlALLAM. Tlurd Edition. 3 vols. 8vo, 

“Thu most iinyorlant contribution to literary history 
which Eiit'lish libraries have received for many years.**— 
Edinburgh Iteview. 


PROGRESSION BY ANTAGONISM. A 

THKOllY. Involving Considerations touching tho Pre- 
sent Position, Duties, and Destiny of Great Britain. By 
Lord Lin DSAV. 8vo, tJy. 


THE EMIGRANT. , THE STORY OF THE BATTLE OF 

By StR Francis B.IIkad. Third Edition. Post 8vo, 12^. I G. 11. Glkiq. Post Ovo, fk. 

“Sir Francis Head’s volume is singularly spirited, I , “ 
imaginative, nervous, and philo-sophical. A more vigor- ! anecdotes which add to itb interest.”— 

ous and fascinating writer does not live. — Times. I Goareffe. 

REMARKABLE CRIMES AND TRIALS. * BRITISH ARMY AT WASHINGTON 

From tho German. By Lady Duff Gordon. 8vo, 12.t. : NEW OJlLFiANB. By Rev. G. 11. Glkio. Posttlvo, 

“ The present collection of criminal cases forms, 

as far as we are aAvarc, the most interesting specimen ! “The personal narrative of an eye-witness.” — Times. 
existing in our language. ’’—Lntw Magazine. 

SALE’S BRIGADE IN AFFGIIANISTAN. 
11 AWKSTONE ; By Rev. G. R. Gleio. Post 8vo, '■2s. Ud. 


A Tale of F.ngland in the A'ear 134—. Third Edition. ; 
2 vols. ft .-ip. 8vo, 12.V. . 

“A close, finished, and powerful composition.** — 
Spectator, I 

OUTLINES OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

FOR CtiLLFilES AND HCllOOLS. By Thomas B. Shaw, 
B.A. Post 8vo. 

“The author has endeavoured to produce a useful 
Introduction to English Literature. It is the first attempt , 
to treat in a popular manner iiuestions hitherto neglected ; 
in elementary books, but nhicli the increased intelli- 
gence of the present ago will no longer allow to he passed 
over unnoticed.” — Preface. 


“ One of the noblest records of military adventures thit 
we know. ’— Jt/orwiwjjr Chronicls. 

XfX. 

THE WAYSIDE CROSS. A Talc of the 

Carlist War. By Capt. 1-]. A. Milmav. Post «vo, 2f. 6d, 
“A spirited and inteicsting little story. ’’-.If/n-MceM/H. 

XX, 

LIVONIAN TALES. Bv tiik Airniou of 

LkTTKRS FROM THR BALTIC.” Post 8VO, 2^. ().f. 

“Long may the Baltic lady write Esthonian or Livo- 
nian Tales as good ns these.” — Athentenm, 

BRACEBRIDGE HALL. By Washington 

Irvino. I’ost Hvo, ().v. 


VISITS TO SPOTS OF INTEREST IN ^ 

THR VICINITY OF WINDSOR and ETON. Ry Edward j 
ilRSSK. Woodcuts. Post 8vo, 12y. 

“ A pleasing and popular ornniMwi ga/A<,'r«m about inter- 
csting architectural remains, the biogr.aphy of their by- 
gone inhabitants, country life, rural .scenery, literature, 
natural history, Ac .” — Literary Gazette. 


“ The most charming work ever written.”— C’amA? idgt; 
Chrtmicle. 

THE AMBER-WITCH: a Trial for Witch - 
craft. Translated by Lady Duff Gordon, Post 3vo,2.v.8(f. 

“ We have read nothing in fiction or in history, which 
has so completely absorbed our interest.”- 
Review. 


NOTES FROM LIFE, in Six Essays. By 

IIkvry Taylor. Post 8 vo, Gy. 

vrif. 

ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MORAL 

FEELINGS. By John Ahehuko.mijib, M.IJ. Secenih Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo, 4y. 

THE INTELLECTUAL POWERS and IN- ; 

VE.STIGATIGN of TllUTlI. By .John Ahekckomiiie, M.D. 
Eleventh Edition. Fcap. 8vo, Gy. Grf. 


THE FRENCH IN ALGIERS. Translated. 

By Lady Duff Gordon, I’ost Uvo, 2y. Gf/. 

“ A narrative of romautve and absorbing interest.” — 
Northern Whig. 

XXIV. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE ROYAL SOCI- 
ETY OF LITERATURE. Second Scries. With Maps 
.and Plates. Vols. 1. and 11. 8 vo, 12.?. each. 


X. 

ON ENGLISH ETYMOLOGIES. 

By II. Fox Taj.hot, F.R.S. Sjvo, 12s. 

“The most intcrestirig work on the derivation of the 
English language which has ajjpeared for many years.” — 
JAlcrary Gazette. 

XI. 

yESOP’S FABLES. 

A New Version, chiefly from Original Sourcc.9. By 
Rev. Thomas Jawks, M.A. With 100 New Woodcuts 
by Tk.v.vikl. Crown tlvo. 

XIT. 

THE FAMILY ARABIAN NIGHTS. 
Translated. By E. W. Lank. Witli Notes and G(M) Wood- 
cuts. New Edition. 3 vols. post Hvo, bUy. 


Periodicals. 

THE QUARTERLY^ REVIEW. Svo, 6s. 

XXVI. 

HART'S QUARTERLY ARMY LIST. Svo, r>s. 

xxvn. 

HART’S ANNUAL ARMY LIST. »vo, 20i<. 

X.XVill. 

THE ROYAL NAVY LIST. 8vo, 2.v. Cd. 

Published t^uartcrlit by order of the Admiralty. 

THE NAUTICAL TlM AN ACK, 8vo, 56-. 

Published by Order of the Admiralty. 


GUIDE TO THE REGULATION OF ! ROYAL AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL. 8 vo, 6.^. 
RUILDINGS as a means of Securing the Health of Towns. ! xxxr. 

By Wii-MAM IIOSKING, Architect. Post Hvo, 7*- Gd- ROYAL AGRICU LTUltAL JOURNAL. 8vo,2s.6t^. 

XIV. 


ESSAYS ON THE CONDUCT OF LIFE ; 

AND MORAL NATURE OF MAN. By Gkorob Long. 
Svo, 6s. each. 


XXXII. 

HOME AND COLONIAL LHIRARY. Svo, ^s.Cd 
Published Monthly. 
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NATURAL HISTORY, SPORTING, &c. 


PRINCIPLES OF GEOLOGY; or, the 

IModern Changes of the Earth and its Inhabitants. IJy 
Chahlks Lvm.L, F.G.S. Seventh Edition. Woodcuts. 
.! 'o, lJ}j. 

“ Should be read by every ore who takes an interest 
in this rising branch of Natural History.” — Jameson’s 
Journal. 

THOUGHTS ON ANIMALCULES. A Glimpse 

at the Tnvisiblo World, as revealed by tlie Microscope. 
IJy G. A. Mantkll, 1).C.L. Plates. Crown dvo, lOj. 6^i. 

“The object of this vnlnme is in the highest degree 
commendable, and the name tif the author is guaratitec 
sufficient for its correct and agreeable treatment. There 
is no branch of science more interesting, none whose 
revelations are more wonderful, than that which unfolds 
the forms and nature of minute creatures. Dr. M.\n- 
telTs idea is a happy one.” — Chamhers' Journal. 

” The work before us is a small, but elegant tropby of 
the popular victory. A light and lucid style relieves 
and carries off the technical terms in wliich Dr. Mantell, 
with a praiseworthy boldness, has not feared to explain 
his subject.”— Guardtttn. 

THE GEOLOGY OF RUSSIA. 

lly Siu U. IMithchison, G.C.S. With Coloured i\lap, 
Tables, Woodcuts, Ac. 2 vols. royal 4to. 

“The publication of this system forms an epoch in 
geological research. . . The author has developed the 
first broad outlines of a new system of classification, 
capable of effecting for geology what the natural system 
of Jussieu had effected for bolany. It is a work which 
must necessarily become a standard for geologists.” — 
Spectator, 

“The impulse given to geology by the publication of 
the ^Silurian System,’ cannot be too highly appreciated. 
The author at once took his place in the foremost rank 
of geologists. Dut his energy did not permit him to rest 
satisfied with the accomplishment of so noble a labour. 
Determined lo compare and confirm, he followed out in 
foreign lands the research which he had so succeaslully 
commenced at home. Many admirable memoirs have 
resulted from his excursion.s j but the crowning triumpli 
is the great work before us.”— Af Ac// rcum. 


THE PRACTICAL GEOLOGY AND 
ANCIKNT AUCIIITECTURE OF IRELAND. Ry (J. 
AV/j,KrN»ON. Plates. Roy. 8vo,28r. 

” The value of scientific knowledge when applied to 
practical purposes, is strikingly shown in this curious 
and useful volume.” — Spectator. 

” The w'ork is one which must be perused with profit by 
every architect and engineer.” — Freeoinn’s Journnl, 

THE GEOLOGY* OF YORKSHIRE. 

Ry John Phillij-s. Part I.- THE YORKSHIRE (.’OAST. 
Plates. 4to, IMlj. (;,r. Part II.— the MOHNTAIN- 
LIMESTONE DISTRICT. Plates. 4to, 2f. 12.v.(ki. 


DAYS OF DEER-STALKING IN THE 

FOREST OP’ ATUOLL, By Willi im Sckopb, F.L.S. 
Woodcuts by Landseer. Third Edition. Crown fivo, 20#. 

“ Brief and irnperfect as the preceding abstract is, we 
Hunk that it will fully justify the high praise we ha\e 
bestowed on tliis work, ;ind induce our readers to sit down 
to the luxurious repast from which wo have risen.” — 
Edinburgh Ilevicw, 

DAYS AND NIGHTS OF SALMON FISHING. 
By William Schoph, F.L.S. Plates by Wilkie and 
Landseek. Royal 8vo, 42#. 

“ Tlic fisherman will find in this volume abundance of 
instruction inhi.sart ; the naturalist a large addition to 
bi.s knowledge; and the general reader a fund of adven- 
ture and agreeable and exciting narrative.” — The Critic. 

MOOR AND THE LOCH ; with Practical 

Hints on Highland Sports, River, Burn, and Loch Fi.shiiig, 
kc. By .John Colquhol’n. Second Edition, with Plates. 
Hvo, t)s. M. 

“ Unpretending, clear and practical, and does honour 
to t'u'- ‘ parent lake.’ The hook breathes of the mountain 
and the Hood, and w ill carry the sportsman hack to the days 
of hU youth .’’ — Quarterly Heviinv, 

THE CHASE— TURF— AND THE ROAD. 

By Ni-Mrod. Second. Edition, with Plates by Alken and 
Gilbert. Post Hvo, 'J#. G/L 

MAXIMS AND HINTS ON ANGLING, 

CHES.S, SHOOTING, AND OTHKll MATTERS. 
By Richard PiCNN, F.R.S. Second Edition. With 24 Plates. 
Fcap. 8 VO, 

“They have the air of novelty, and charm by their 
pregnant brevity, sly sarcasm, and oily raciness.”— 
tertg Review. 

XTII. 

FIELD SPORTS OF FRANCE ; or, Hunting, 

Shooting, and Fishing on the Continent. ItyRoincRK K 
O’CoN.Noa. Woodcut.s. l2mo, 7*- G<f- 


AVTLD SPORTS OF 'J'HE HIGHLANDS. 

ByCiiAKLEi.s St. Joii.v. Post tivo, Gs. 

“ The w^ork is full of interest from beginning to end. 
The bays and rivers team wiih wild fowl in winter, to say 
nothing of trout and .salmon ; and the woods, forests, and 
mountuiiis with a variety of anirnal.s, the natural history 
of which opens a new source of intorrnat ion ti' the natu- 
ralist. Next to Mr. Scrope’sDayt: of Deer Stalking and 
Salmon Fishing, w’C have met WM'th no author who w'rites 
more agreeably on those subjects than Mr. St. John.” — 
Times. 

“ 'rhe descriptions are worthyof Scott, from their clear- 
ness and powvi.”— iJr/f/iMrtta. 


JOURNAL OF A NATURALIST. 

Fourth Editio?t, with Woodcuts. Post 8vo, !)#. fid. 

” A book that ought to find its w.ay into every rural 
drawing-room in the kingdom .” — Quarterly Revuw. 

THE NATURAL SYSTEM OF PLANTS; 

^ A Popular Inthodtjction to Modern Botanv. By Mbs. 
Loudon. Woodcuts. Fcap. 8vo, 8.t. 

. ” To any one who wishes to comprehend the names and 
mature of plants, this charming volume ’can be safely rc- 
c»nimended.”— 5//ecf«/or. 


]\IUCK MANUAL FOR FARMERS. 

A Treatise on the Nuinre and Value of Manures. By F 
Falkner. a New Edition, with a Glossary of 'rerms. 
Fcap. 8vo. 

“ A very useful book.”— Lord ralmerston. 

“ Addressed to the practical f irmer, and written as such 
books ought to he.’'— Bell’s Messenger. 

“ A valuable work for farmers .” — British Farmer a 
Magazine, „ . , , , . , 

“ Will be read with avidity for its valuable informa- 
tion.'* — Farmer’s Herald. 

” Of great value, and ought to he the tiocket-compan’on 
of every fAimcr. "—Derbyshire Courier. 
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Mn. MURRAY’S LIST OP BOOKS.-^B.omestfc Soouomy. 


rOLlTICS AND STATISTICS. 


niCARDO'S POLITICAL WORKS. With 

a lliographiesil Sketch. Jiy J. U. McCumoch. An Tnclex. 
Hvo, JO'J. 

“ The hiph esteem in which these wotks are held, 
and their increasing scarcity, have occasioned their 
being collected and published in this volume.’* — Kao- 
nomist. 

portp:r’S progress of the nation, 

In its Social and Kconoinical liehitions. Seromi Edition. 
Corrected to the present Time. Uvo, 

W’e commend Mr. Porter’s book to all interested in 
national progress, and who regard onr present activity 
as an earnest of better things. Ilia odiciAl position 
enables him to give correct information on the multi- 
farious topics brought under consideration.” — Chambers’ 
Journal. 

III. 

THE BANK CHARTER, 

And the State of the Law respecting Currency and Hank- 
ing. By Sin llunicuT Pkkl, Bart., M.P. Hvo, ;kf. 

THE FINANCIAL CRISIS CONSIDERED. 

By Lohi> AsuurnTON. Fourth Edition. Hvo, U. 

THE REGULATION OF CURRENCIES. 

By .loHN Frr.LARTiiv. Hvo, 7 al 6</. 

“ This volume is one of great merit, and ought to be in 
the hands of all who interest themselves in the subject.” 
—Scotsman. 

THE CRJSIS AND THE CURRENCY: 

with a (’OMPAJII.SON between the I’nglish an <i Scotch 
ystemsof Batiking. By John (i. Kinneah, of Glasgow, 
Secoml Edition. Hvo, 3.5. 


THE COMMERCIAL POLICY OF PITT 

and PBEL— 17Rr»— 1340' : with a Rki'x.v to the Quaktkrly 
Rkvibw. Hvo, 3s. (id 

virr. 

POPULAR FALLACIES REGARDING 

GENERAL INTERESTS. Traiiblatcd, with Notes, by 
G. IL Porter. Reap. Hvo, 2s. Gd. 

” The original of the above work was first placer! in 
Mr. Porter’s hands by Mr. Cobden. We have much plea- 
sure in making it known.” — Times. 

THE SCHOOL, IN ' ITS RELATIONS TO 

'the state, the church, and the CONQRE- 

tJATTON. Hvo, 2s. Gd. ; or Cheap Edition, 3d. 

ON THE EDUCATION OF THE PEOPLE. 

By W, F. Hook, D.H., Vicar of Leeds. Tenth Edition. 
Hvo, 2s. Gd. 

THE PRISON DISgIpLTNE op AMERICA. 

By the Hon. F. C. tlitAv, of iioston. Hvo. 

XIT. 

PARLIAMENTS AND COUNCILS OF 

ENGJ.ANI). From the Reign of William 1. to the 
Revolution in 1G8H, By (’. 11. J’arhy, M.1>. Hvo, 30^. 

ESSAY ON THE* DISTRIBUTION OF 

WEALTH. Part I.— RENT. By Bcv. Richard Jones, 
Second Edition. Post Hvo, ’is. M. 

XIV. 

ESSAY ON THE GOVERNMENT OF I)F^ 

PENDENCIES. By G, C. Luwis, M.P. Hvo, 12i. 

” A masterpiece of lucid arrangeniciit, of logical statc- 
ments, and of vigorous Teasoning,"— Examiner. 


DOMESTIC AND RURAL ECONOMY. 


MRS. HUNDKLL’S UOMKSTIC COOKERY, 

founded on Prinfiple.s of Economy, and I’raetice, and 
adapted kor i’hivatr kamimrs 'iOth Edition. Frap. Hvo, H.t. 

” The most practically useful book we ever met 
with .” — llritish Critir. 

*** Of this work upwards 200,000 copies have heensold. 

FAMILY RECEIPT-BOOK; 

New Edition. l''e.np. Hvo, .'5.5. Gd. 

“ A large quaiifity of truly valuable matter.” — British 
Critic. 

nr. 

CAREME’S FRENCH COOKERY. 

Translated by W. Hail. Second Edition. Pl.ites, 8vo, 15#. 

FARMING iV)R LADIES. 

A Guide for the J’oiiltry Yiird, Hairy, and Piggery. 
W’oodeiits. Frap. Hvo, (is. 

” Intended for those who study healthful domestic 
eeom'iny, and has illiiKtrations of Hkr Majesty’s poul- 
Tav-YAHD .’’ — Newcastle Journal. 

GARDENING "jb'OR LADIES ; 

With Instructions for every Month. By Mrs. Loudon. Sixth 
Edition. Woodcuts l'\ap. Hvo, fi#. 

“A most useful and agreeable Manual .” — Salopian 
Journal, 


Miss Xiambcrt’s Books on XJeedlework. 


•HAND-BOOK OF NEEDLEWORK. 

A Guido to every Kind of Decorative Needlework, 
(Toehet, Knitting, and Netting. Fifth Edition. Woodcuts. 
Feup. Hvo, <;#. Gd. 

‘‘Contains a great deal of practical information. The 
work is gracefully and well written.” — Athenccum. 

2 . 

PRACTICAL HINTS ON DECORATIVE 

NEEDLE wo UK, containing minute directions a.s to tho 
choice of material.., and the best methods of eniidoying 
them for Canvas or I’apestry Work. Woodcut.^. IGnio, 
Is. (id. 

3. 

MY KNITTING.noOK. Parfs I. & II. 

Salh Thousand. Woodcuts. 16mo, ‘ 2 #. 6 tl. and I#. 6ci. 


MY CROCHET SAMPLER. Parts I. & H. 

I8tA Thousand. Woodcuts. Itimo, 1#. Gd. each. 


CHURCH NEEDLEWORK, 

With Practical Remarks on its Preparation and Arran^- 

inent. With numerous Engravings. Post Hvo, Hj. 6 d, 
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PuUisJiedMontlilp, Price 2s. Gd. ; or in VolnmcSf rvery alternate month, Post SrOj'Gs., hi cloth. 

THE HOME AND COLONIAL LIBKARY, 

Printed in pood readable type, on superfine paper, and This Scries, comprising Voyages ami Travels, Biography 

designed to furnish the highest Literature of the day. Manners and Customs, itc., and the care exercised in 
consisting partly t.f orioinai. Works, and partly of new the selection of works, tevgether with the moderation of 
editions of roPUi-AR Publications, at the lowest possiUe price, {an annual outlay of only Thirty Shillings'^, recom- 
priee. mend it to all classes. 


THE FOLLOWING HAVE ALREADV BEEN PUJiLISin:n. 

IH. 


BORROWS BIBLE IN SPAIN. 

“ There is no taking leave of a book like this.’*— 
Atheneeum. 

2 . 

BISHOP IIEBER’S JOURNAL IN INDIA. 

“ One of the most delightful books in the'language.” — 
Quarterly Review. 

,3. 

IRBY AND MANGLES’ TRAVELS. 

"Irby and Mangles’ interesting Travels ,” — Literary 
Gnaeite. 

* 4 . 

DRINKWATER’S SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 

" Truly a legend of the United Ser\ ices of its day.”— 
United Serrice Muffaxine. 


HAY’S MOROCCO AND THE MOORS. 

"A new and highly interesting work ," — Greenock Ad 
vertiser. 

6. 

LETTERS FROM THE BALTIC. 

"A series of ehurming descriptions." — Examiner. 

7 . 

THE AMBER WITCH. 

"Nothing has so absorbed our interest.'’— Quarterly 
Review. 

SOUTHEY'S CROMWELL AND BUNYAN. M,rningPost. 

"Southey’s admirably written lives.” — Yorkshireman. 

0 . 

MRS. MEREDITH’S NEW SOUTH WALES. 

" Impressions recorded with a lldelily and simplicity 
rarely met with .” — Newcastle Couranl. 

10 , 

LIFE OF SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 

" Mr. Barrow has enriched our biugraphicai literature.” 

— Edinburgh Revuw, 

11 . 

FATHER RIPA’S MEMOIRS. • 

"As curious a book as any tliat has appeared.’’— 

Spectator, 

12 . 

LEWIS’ WEST INDIES. 

"These highly amusing btorics."— Quarterly Review. 

13 . 

AIALCOLM’S SKF/rCHES OF PERSIA. 

lias all tlie interest ot vuiv atnusiug triend llajji Baba.” 

— Quarterly Review. 


LORD MAHON’S LIFE OF CONDE, 

"A very skilful and interesting narrative.”— (/Marfe/Zy 
Review. 

H). 

BORROW'S GYPSIES IN SPAIN. 
"These singularly attractive Yn\i;rb.”— Literary Gazette. 
20 . 

MELVILLE’S MARQUESAS ISLANDS. 

" Tills book is excellent— quite lirst-ratc.” — Blackwood. 

LIVONIAN TALKS. By a Laby. 

" We like these Livonian T.ilos nwich." —At henecum. 

22 . 

THE MISSIONARY IN CANADA. 

"Reminds one of the ‘Vicar of Wakkfiei-i>.' ” — 
Morning Post. 

2.3. 

SALE’S BRIGADE IN AFFGIIANTSTAN. 

" One of the noblest records of military adventures.” — 
Morning Chronicle. 

24. 

LETTERS FROM MADRAS. By a Lady. 

" A Wi Icome addition to our literary store.”— i?n7«nni«. 
2:'). 

HIGHLAND SPORTS. Bv Charles St. Joh.v. 

We would not desire a more pleasant companion.” — 


FRENCH IN ALGIERS, 

"Of romantic and ulisorbing interest.” — Northern 
Whig. 

ir>. 

BRACEBRLDGE HALL. 


2r». 

HEAD’S PAMPAS JOURNEYS. 

"Has all the interest of a novel ,” — Eclectic Review. 

27 . 

FORDS’ GATHERINGS FROM SPAIN. 

" Tlic «'e-.t hook on S.iain that has ever appeared." — 
Qum telly Review. 

2ii. 

SIEGES OF VIENNA BY THE TURKS. 

"A valuable contribution to history.” — Alheno'um. 

2'.i. 

SKETCHES OF GERMAN LIFE. 

" A work desei ving much attention.”— .4/Ae/ia7M»n. 

30. 

MELVILLE’S SOUTH SEA ADVENTURES. 

** A companion afti-r our own hearts.” — Titnts. 

31. 

GLEIG'S BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

" This itcconnt is instinct with spirit.”— LiZerar^ Gazette. 

32. 

EDWARDS’ VOYAGE UP THE AMAZON. 

" Tins book is lull « f noveltv.”— J/AewteMW. 

33. 

MILMAN'S WAYSIDE CROSS. 

"A spirited and interesting little story."— AZAcwrtfi/m. 


"The most eluirming work ever written by Wjishington j AC LAND’S CUJjIOMS OF INDIA. 
Irving .” — Cambridge Chronicle. " Must uib 

Ifj. Theologian. 


‘Must interest all wno have friends in India." — 


DARWIN’S VOYAGE OF A NATURALIST., am. nnwAivTo 

‘Mr. Darwin is a lirst-rate landscape painter.”— BRITISH ARMY Ai NEW ORLEANS. 

■ “ ■ ** The I’ersonal Narrative of an eye-witness.”— Times, 


Quarterly Review. 


17 . 


FALL OF THE JESUITS. RUXTON’S ADVENTURES IN MEXICO. 

‘ A candid and moderate work.”— Cheltenham Journal. " Full of interest ami adventure." — Athenatuiu. 
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Mr. MURRAY’S LIST OF BOOKS IN GENERAL LITERATURE. 


INDEX. 


Abkhcrombir's Works . 11a: 
Acland’s India 

-ffisop’s Fables . . y ai 

Agricultural Journal 

Amber Witch .... 

Arabian Nights 

Arts of the Middle Ages 

Ashburton on Finance . 

Austin’s German Writers . 
Uabbagk's Works ... 
Harrow’s (Sir John) Works . 2 r 
— (John) Works . 2 ti 

Hell’s (Sir C.) Works 
Hentley’s Correspondence 
Horthn’s .Journal 
Hlunt’s (Uev. J. J.) Works . 
Hornco, Hrooko’s .Journals 
Horrow’s Bible in Spain 
- Boswell’s .Johnson, by Croker , 
Bracebridge Hull . 

Brewster’s Martyrs of Science . 
British Assochition Keports . 
Brogden’s Catholic Safegu.ards, <Sc< 
Bubbles from the Brunuen 
Bunbury’s Cape of Good Hope 
Burnes’ (Sir A.) Travels 
Burr on Surveying 
ButtJimn’s Works . 
liyfBton’a (Sir Fowell) Memoirs , 
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